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PREFACE. 



These is a regular course of instruction provided for us in tlie 
yearly services of the CHurcli. Each holy time and day add 
something to the store, and the teaching is only complete when 
the year itself is ended. By presenting to her children " here a 
little and there a little," the Church gradually instructs them in 
the great principles of the Faith, and unfolds to them the duties 
which they have to perform as members of Cheist. Advent, 
Easter, Whitsuntide, speak respectively of Chbist as Man, 
Chbist as G^OD, and the Descent of the Holt G^host ; while 
Trinity Sunday sums up the whole revelation of Almighty OtOB, 
and the rest of the year is occupied with applying these great 
doctrines to the every-day life of Christians. 

In accordance with this design the Proper Lessons have been 
arranged. Of course, like all Scriptur^, the particular passages 
thus selected have more than one .application ; but it is not in 
our power to fathom the full depth qf God's Word, and we shall 
best do our duty by first learning, th^. bearing of the appointed 
chapters upon the particular seasons whose teaching they illus- 
trate, before attempting to seek out other meanings. 

In the following commentary it has been attempted, first, to 
exhibit the special doctrine taught by each Proper Lesson as it 
occurs in its particular season ; secondly, to afford an approved 
explanation of all difficulties which meet an ordinary reader or 
hearer in the selected passages ; and thirdly, to indicate very briefly 
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the most generally allowed typical and spiritual significations 
which underlie the letter of the Scriptures. Ancient authorities 
have been used in preference to, but not to the exclusion of, modem 
commentaries ; but references are not given to the various sources 
&om which the notes are drawn, as it was thought that such 
references were unnecessary in a work entirely uncritical and 
not intended for learned readers. 

The compiler believes that he has advanced no private inter- 
pretation of his own, as he knows that he has endeavoured to 
explain the "Word of God in conformity with the teaching of the 
Church ; and he humbly prays that this book, the fruit of the 
reading and meditation of many years, may tend to the honour 
of Q-OD and the edification of Christian souls. 
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LESSONS PROPER 

FOB THB 

SUNDAYS AND CHIEF HOLY-DAYS. 



Advent is the beginning of the Church's year, and calls to mind the 
first coming in the flesh of our Loed Jesus Cheist, and bids us pre- 

5 are for His second coming at the end of the world to judge all men. 
'he lessons for this Season, as well as for Christmas and Epiphany, are 
chosen from Isaiah, because that prophet wrote chiefly about Cheist 
and the new kingdom which He came to found, and, under certain 
types and figures, spake of the trials and history of the Christian 
Church between its Loed 'a first and second Advent. 

FIEST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
MoBNiNa. Isaiah i. 

The Lord had tended and cared for Hie people, hut they had again and again 
rebelled, and had turned their very privileges into Hn ; ther^ore they should be 
punished by captivity. Yet they who should repent and no longer rest in mere 
profession without practice, should be readmitted to favour and receive pardon^ 
end grace. The chapter is, as it were, a commentary on the preaching of S. John, 
the Baptiet, and exhibits the condition of man brfore the coming of Christ, 

1. The yiflion of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah 
and Jerasalem in the days of TJzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings 
of Judah. 2. Hear, O heayens, and give ear, O earth : for the Loed hath 
spoken, I have, nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled 



1. The vision of Isaiah, The 
prophecv of Isaiah is called " The 
vision," oecause "he saw Chbist's 
glory and spake of Him." S. 
John zii. 41. The word also de- 
notes the certainty of his pre- 
dictions. 

Judah and Jerusalem, The 
pro]^het speaks especially to the 
spiritual kingdom and city of the 



LoBD ; and it is chiefly this Chris- 
tian sense which we have to draw 
from these lessons. 

2. Seavens — ea/rth. As though 
about to speak of things which 
angels desire to look into, or call- 
ing the inanimate creation to hear 
that to which men refused to 
listen. 

Children, Israel was God's 
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against Me. 3. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his, master's crih : 
but Israel doth not know, My people doth not consider. 4. Ah sinful na- 
tion, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are 
corrupters: they have forsaken the Lobd, they have provoked the Holy 
One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward. 5. Why should 
ye be stricken any more ? ye will revolt more and more : the whole head 
IB sidE, and the whole heart faint. 6. From the sole of the foot even unto 
the head there is no soundness in it : but wounds and bruises, and putrify- 
ing sores : they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified 
with ointment. 7. Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with 
fire : your land, strangers devour it in vour presence, and it is desolate, as 
overthrown by strangers. 8. And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage 
in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. 9. 
Except the Loed of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we 
should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Oomorrah. 
10. Hear the word of the Lobd; ye rulers of Sodom ; give ear unto the 
law of our God, ye people of G-omorrah. 11. To what purpose is the 



first-bom ; and, failing the Jews, 
the Gentiles became His children 
by adoption and grace. 

3. Crib, The stall where he is 
fed. 

4. Ak. Woe unto you ! 
Seed. So S. John Baptist : " O 

generation of vipers." 6. Matt, 
lii. 7. 

Thei/ have forsaken the Lord, 
Bemember their cry: "We have 
no king but Caesar." S. John xix. 
15. 

nerf are gone away backward. 
As the righteous man goes forward 
unto perfection, so the sinner goes 
backward, and becomes more and 
more separated from God. 

6. Why f What good will it 
be P Nothing can teach you. 

Sead — heart. The ^rmces and 
the priests are alike vicious. 

6. Highest and lowest are ut- 
terly diseased, and obstinately 
refuse aU remedies. 

7. As the Holy Land was ra- 
vaged and ruined by the heathens, 
so wilful sinners shall be given 
over to the enemies of their souls. 

As overthrown. As terribly and 
eiffectually as a land desolated by 
hostile invasion. 



8. Israel was once the Lord's 
vineyard, and He Himself was its 
keeper; but when it no longer 
bore fruit. He left it, as the watcher 
leaves the shed when the vintage 
is over. " Your house is left unto 
you desolate." S. Matt, xxiii. 

9. Bom. xi. 1, 2 : "I say then, 
Hath God cast away His people P 
G^D forbid. For I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. GrOT> 
hath not cast away His people 
which He foreknew." Thus the 
Apostles made many converts in' 
Jerusalem. Comp. feom. ix. 27 — 
29. 

Lord cf hosts. Of the armies, 
powers, forces, of heaven and 
earth. 

10. Sodom — Gomorrah, They 
had forfeited their claim to being. 
Israelites; as Christ said: "If 
ye were Abraham's children, ye 
would do the works of Abraham." 
S. John viii. 39. 

11—16. " To obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams." 1 Sam. xv. 22. 
Compare also Psalm 1. 8 — 28. 

11. To whc^ pwrpose ? What 
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multitude of jour sacrifioes unto Me ? saith the Losd : I am full of the bumt 
ofiermgs of rams, and the £i.t of fed beasts : and I delight not in the blood 
of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 12. When ye come to appear before 
Me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread My courts ? 13. Bring 
no more yain oblations ; incense is an abomination imto Me ; the new moons 
and sabbaths, the calling of assembUes, I cannot away with ; it is iniquity, 
even the solemn meeting. 14. Your new moons and your appointed feasts 
My soul hateth : they are a trouble imto Me ; I am weary to bear 'them. 
15. And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide^Mine eyes from you : 
yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear : your hands are full of 
blood. 16. Wash you, mi^e you dean ; put away the evil of your doings 
from before Mine eyesj cease to do evil; 17. IJeam to do well; seek 
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. 
18. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lokd : though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red hke crimson, 
they shall be as wool. 19. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good 
of the land : 20. But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the 
sword : for the mouth of the Lobd hath spoken it. 21. How is the faithful 
city become an harlot ! it was full of judgment : righteousness lodged in it ; but 
now murderers. 22. Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water : 
23. Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves : every one loveth 
gifts, and followeth after rewards : they judge not the fatherless, neither doth 



pleasure do I take in carnal sacri- 
nces, in the mere form without 
the heart P 

12. At your hand, From such 
sinners as you. 

To tread. To bring your bodily 
presence there, while your heart 
18 far away, and your will is stub- 
bom. 

13. I cannot aAoa/y with. I can- 
not bear. 

16. Full of blood. The blood 
of the Prophets, and of Cheist 
Himself. 

16. In spite of your sins and 
iniquities, tkere is a way open for 
pardon and trestoration, and this 
IS a better way than through the 
blood of bulls and goats, which 
can never take away sin. 

Wash you, in the font, the la- 
rer of regeneration, the fountain 
opened for sin and for unclean- 
ness, when Chbist shed out of 
TTia side both water and blood. 

Cecue — lea/m. It is not enough 
to refpftin from evil: ye must 
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learn to do good, to maintain good 
works, by holy obedience. 

17. Learn. Virtue is to be 
learned. Groodness is not taught 
in a day. "We must do the acts, 

fet the habit, or we shall never 
ave the character of righteous- 
ness. 

Seek judgment. Hegard justice, 
look only to the ri^ht. 

Judge. Do justice to. 

19. If ye he willing, Man has 
free wiU: he can obey or not, 
as he chooses. Ecclus. xv. 14 — 
17. 

21. Sarlot. Because Jerusa- 
lem had other gods besides the 

LOBD. 

Mwrderers. Even they who 
"killed the Prince of life." 

22. Silver — wine. The true doc- 
trines of Scripture (Ps. xii. 6), 
which they had overlaid with tra- 
ditions, "teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men." S. 
Matt. XV. 9.. 

Com^amons qf thieves. As 
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the caxue of the widow oome unto them. 24. Therefore saith the Lobb, the 
LoBD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease Me of Mine adyer- 
saries, and ayenge Me of Mine enemies : 25. And I will turn My hand npon 
thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin : 26. And 
I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning : 
afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the £ut}]3iil citj. 
27. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her conyerts with righteous- 
ness. ' 28. And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall 
be together, and they that forsake the Lobd shall be consumed. 29. For 
they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye haye desired, and ye shall be con- 
founded for the eardens that ye haye chosen. 30. For ye smdl be as an oak 
whose leaf fEtdeth, and as a garden that hath no water. 31. And the strong 
shall be as tow, and the maker of it aa a spark, and they shall both bum toge- 
ther, and none shall quench them. 



the Scribes and Pharisees con- 
spired with Judas Iscariot ; or, as 
Adam and Eye, at the deyil*s in- 
stigation, endeavoured to steal 
that wisdom which belonged to 
the Son of God. 

Come unto, i.e. before. They 
attend not to the cause of the 
poor and helpless, because these 
have no bribes to offer them. 

24. They who will not be won 
by benefits, may be corrected by 
punishments. 

25. Purely. In a pure man- 
ner, leaving no mixture. 

Tin, An impure metal : pro- 
perly an impure silver ore : hence 
used for "impurity." This can- 
not be done without fire. But 
the LoBD is ** like a refiner's fire" 
(Mai. iii. 2), and shall purify His 
people by chastisement. 

26. Judges — counsellors. The 
Apostles, and those who, believ- 



ing through them, governed the 
Church. 

As at the first. Faithful as 
Moses, Joshua, &c. 

27. Sihall be redeemed. By 
Ghbist the LoBD, our Eighteous- 
ness. 

29. Oaks. Bieferring to the 
worship offered to idols m groves. 

Confounded for. I.e., blush for. 
Gardens. Groves set apart for 
idolatrous worship. 

30. Lesffadeth. Like the bar- 
ren fig-tree, which, bearing no 
fruit when the Lobd sought for 
it, was cursed. 

No water. God's grace shall 
be withdrawn from those who use 
it not. 

31. The maker of it. Better 
translated as margin, " his work," 
i.e., idolatry and other evil works. 

Both. The people and their 
works. 



EvEviNa. Isaiah ii. 

The Christian Church shall embrace all nations, and the religion of Messiah, 
the Prince of Peace, shall introduce peace on earth. But the humble and the 
poor in spirit are His subjects ; the proud and Iqfty are His enemies, whom He 
will destroy when He comes in His glorious Majesty to judgment. 

1. The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jeru- 



L 8aw. As S. John i. 14, "The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt 



amone us, 
glory.^' 



and we beheld His 



FIB8T SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 5 

salem. 2. And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of 
the Lokd's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3. ioid many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
LosD, to the house of the OrOS> of Jacob; and He will teach us of His 
ways, and we will walk in His paths : for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lobd from Jerusalem. 4. And He shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people : and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks : nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

5. O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lobd. 

6. Therefore Thou hast forsaken Thy people the house of Jacob, because 
they be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, 
and thery please xhemselyes in the children of strangers. 7. Their land 
also is mil of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasure^ ; 
their land is also full of houses, neither is there any end of their chariots : 8. 
Their land also is full of idols ; they worship the work of their own hands, 
that which their own fingers have made : 9. And the mean man boweth 
down, and the great man humbleth himself: therefore forgive them not. 10. 
Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the Lokd, and for 
the glory of His majesty. 11. The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and 
the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lobd alone shall be ex- 
alted in that day. 12. For the day of the Lobd of hosts shall be upon every 
one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up ; and he shall 
be brought low : 13. And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and 



2. Last days. That is, in the 
times of Cheist, called "last," 
because there will be no new Ee- 
velation. 

Mountain of the Lord*s Motise, 
The Christian Church, even that 
"stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands, which became a 
great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth." Dan. ii. 34, 35, 44, 
45. 

3. As the Jews went up to Je- 
rusalem at their solemn feasts, so 
will the heathen flock to the 
Christian Church for instruction. 
See S. Mark xvi. 15, 20. 

4. There was peace on earth 
when Cheist came. But the 
verse means, spiritually, that 
Christianity would be a religion 
of peace (S. Luke ii. 14), and men 
will learn to use their natural 
£Eu;ulties in dressing the Lobd's 
vineyard. 



5. The words of Gentiles con- 
verted seeking the conversion of 
the Jews. Or, the prophet ad- 
dresses his countrymen m future 
time. 

6. Replenished. Filled with di- 
viners and pretended prophets. 

Please themselves. Make bar- 
gains, alliances, join hands with. 
Or, it refers to infamous licen- 
tiousness learned from heathen 
nations : hence they are called 
"rulers ofSodom"(i. 10). 

10. Rock, In the day of judg- 
ment the sinners shall " say to the 
mountains, Fall on us ; and to the 
hills, Cover us." S. Luke xxiii. 
30. 

12. Pride and arrogance will 
profit nothing in the judgment : 
the devil himself (see ch. xiv. 13 
— 15) shall be brought low. 

13. Ceda/rs, Prmces and great 
men. 
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lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 14. And upon all the high moan- 
tains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up, 15. And upon every high 
tower, and upon everj fenced wall, 16. And upon all the ships of Tarshiah, 
and upon all pleasant pictures. 17. And the loftiness of man shall be bowed 
down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low : and the Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day. 18. And the idols He shall utterly abolish. 19. 
And they shall go into the holes of the rooks, and into the cayes of the earth, 
for fear of the Lobd, and for the glory of His majesty, when He ariseth to 
shake terribly the earth. 20. In that day a man shall cast his idols of silyer, 
and his idols of gold, which th^ made each one for himself to worship, to the 
moles and to the bats ; 21. To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the 
tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lobd, and for the glory of His ma- 
jesty, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 22. Cease ye from man, 
whose breath is in his nostrils : for wherein is he to be accOTinted of? 



OaJc8, The strong and robust. 
Bashan was a countiy on the east 
of the Jordan, famous for its oaks 
and pasture. 

14. Mountains 8Jid hills. Vices 
of diflferent kinds. 

16. Shij)s. Luxury and com- 
mercial pride. 

Tarshish, See note Irvi. 19. 

JPleasant pictures. All that is 
fair to see, which shall be hostile 
to the knowledge and fear of 
God. 



18. Chbist shall break the 
power of those sins, and root out 
the false doctrines, of which idols 
were a type. 

19. Comp. V. 10. 

22. Cease ye. Trust not ia 
man's help (Ps. cxlvi. 3, 4.) Or 
it may be a prophecy of Chbist. 
Cease from offending Him Who 
is indeed man, and lives and 
breathes as one of us, but Who is 
also God, Whose Majesty no one 
can reckon np. 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

MoBNiKO. Isaiah y. 

Christ has separated His Church from the rest of the world, guarded it with 
His own right hand, and nourished it with Sacraments, and looks for fruits qf 
faith from it; but if, like the chosen people of old, it bring forth no fruits, but 
revel in sins of covetousness, intemperance, impiety, and pride, then the Chris- 
tian Church shall meet with the punishment which befel the disobedient Jews, 

1. Now will I sing to My wellbeloved a song of My beloved touching 
His vineyard. My weUbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill : 2. And 



1, To My well-beloved. That 
is, to My people, the spiritual 
Israel ; or, to Chbist. 

Of My beloved. Of Chbist. 
"This is My beloved Son, in 



Whom I am well pleased." S. 
Matt. iii. 17. 

Vineyard. The Church. Com- 
pare our Lobd's parable of the 
Householder and the Husband- 
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He fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof and planted it with the 
choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress 
therein : and He looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth 
wild grapes. 3. And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah* 
judge, I. pray you, betwixt Me and My yineyard. 4. What could have been 
done more to My yineyard, that I have not done in it P wherefore, when I 
looked that it should bring forth' grapes, brought it forth wild grapes ? 5. 
And now go to ; I will tell you what I will do to My yineyard : I will take 
away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up ; and break down the wall 
thereoi^ and it shall be trodden down : 6. And I will lay it waste : it shall 
not be pruned, nor digged ; but there shall come up briars and thorns : I will 
also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7. For the yineyard 
of the LoBD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah His pleasant 
plant : and He looked for judgment, but behold oppression ; for righteousness, 
but behold a cry. 8. Woe unto them that joip house to house, that lay field 
to field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of 
the earth ! 9. In mine ears said the Lord of hosts, Of a truth many houses 
shall be desolate, eyen great and fiiir, without inhabitant. 10. Yea, ten acres of 
yineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah. U. 
Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong 
drink ; that continue until night, till wine inflame them ! 12. And the harp, 
and the yiol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts : but they 
regard not the work of the Lobd, neither consider the operation of His hands. 
13. Therefore My people are gone into captiyity, because they haye no know- 
ledge : and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up 



men. S. Matt. xxi. 33. See also 
S. Matt. XX. 1; Cant. viii. 12. 

2. fenced it • With angels, and 
Sacraments, and ordinances. 

Stones, Sins, and all that might 
hinder its growth. 

Vine, Even Chbist Himself. 
S. John XV. 1. 

Wine-press, or vat. The Chris- 
tian altar, where Chbist be- 
comes the nourishment of faithful 
souls. 

Wild grapes. Mere iruits of 
nature, not of grace. 

3. Here Chbist speaks in His 
own Person. 

6. Sedge — wcM, The protec- 
tion with which it \\sA been 
"fenced." (v. 2.) 

6. Clouds, Prophets and preach- 
ers. 

7. The Jewish Church lost Di- 
vine grace on account of its fruit- 
lessness, ending in the awful cry, 
"Crucify Him, crucify Him." 



The passage also foretells a great 
apostasy in the Christian Church. 
8 — 26. These verses describe 
the gradual decay of the Christian 
Church, owing to the prevalence 
of certain vices ; viz., covetous- 
ness, injustice, drunkenness, and 
sensuality. 

8. No place. I.e., left unoc- 
cupied. 

9. In Mine ears, Marg. : " This 
is in Mine ears, said the Lobd." 
I hear aU your sins, &c., and will 
punish for them. 

10. Bath — ephah. The same 
measure, the tenth of an homers 
and equal to seven and a half 
gallons, a very small yield. 

12. Work of the Lord, What 
GrOD has done for them, nor why 
they were created. 

13. No knowledge^ of the Lobd. 
"Ye know neither Me, nor My 
Fatheb." S. John viii. 19. 

Famished — thirst. They suffer 
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with thirst. 14. Therefore hell hath enlarged herself and opened her month 
mthout measure : and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and 
he that rejoioeth, shall descend into it. 15. And the mean man shall be 
brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the 
lofty shall be humbled : 16. But the Lobd of hosts shall be exalted in judg- 
ment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. 17. Then 
shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones 
shall strangers eat. 18. Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of 
yanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope : 19. That say. Let Him make 
speed, and hasten His work, that we may see it : and let the counsel of the 
Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come^ that we may know it ! 20. Woe 
imto them that call evil good, and good eyil ; that put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness ; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21. Woe 
unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight ! 
22. Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to 
mingle strong drink: 23. Which justify the wicked for reward, and take 
away the righteousness of the righteous from him ! 24. Therefore as the fire 
devoureth the stubble, and the fiune consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be 
as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust : because they have cast 
away the law of the Lobd of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of 
Israel. 25. Therefore is the aneer of the Lobd kindled against His people, 
and He hath stretched forth His hand against them, and hath smitten them : 
and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the 
streets. For all this His. anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched 
out still. 26. And He will lift up an ensign to the nations from fiir, and. will 
hiss unto them from the end of the earth : and, behold, they shall come with 
apeed swiftly: 27. None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none 
shall slumber nor sleep ; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor 
the latchet of their shoes be broken : 28. Whose arrows are sharp, and all 



from a famine of the Word of 
God, and a drought of His grace. 
This is the case with the Jews to 
this day, and shall happen to that 
branch of the Church which falls 
into their sins. 

17. When the Lord's justice is 
thoroughly recognised, tnen shall 
Christ's lambs feed in His pas- 
tures ; and what the Jews rejected 
the Gentile " strangers" shall ac- 
cept and enjoy. 

18. Iniquity — sin. I. e., the 
punishment of iQi5[uity and sin. 
Draw down punishment upon 
themselyes : or, drag it after them. 

Cords of vanity. The first be- 
ginnings of sin are light and easy 
chains ; when sin becomes a habit, 
it is as strong as a " cart-rope." 

19. The Ifmguage of unbelief. 



20. Call evil goody &c. As did 
the Jews, who delivered Barab- 
bae, and crucified Jesus. 

24. Root. Themselves. 

Blossom. The works of their 
short prosperity. 

26. Nations from far. Prima- 
rily, the Eomans, fiocking to the 
destruction of Jerusalem, which 
was a type of the end of the world. 

H.iss unto them. To call them 
by the smallest signal. 

27. Wearing long, loose gar- 
ments, the people of the East were 
forced to fasten them up with a 
girdle when about to engage in 
any business requiring bodily ex- 
ertion. To "loosen the girdle" 
was to let the robes fall over the 
feet again. 

28. Counted like flint. Shall 
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their bows bent, their horses' hoo& shall be connted like flint, and their wheels 
like a whirlwind : 29. Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall roar like 
young lions : yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shall carry it 
away safe, and none shall deliver it. 30. And in that day they shall roar 
against them Uke the roaring of the sea : and if one look unto the land, behold 
darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof! 



be as hard as flint, and therefore 
not to be injured by the rocky 
ground of Judea. 



30. There shall be no help on 
earth, no hope in heaven. 



EYENiNa. Isaiah xxiy. 

This chapter sets forth what shall be in the last days : the judgment qf Gad 
upon His people and upon the powers of the world hostile to His kingdom^ tmd 
the final destruction of this earth. 

1. Behold, the Lobd maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and tumeth 
it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. 2. And it shall 
be, as with the people, so with the priest ; as with the servant, so with his master ; 
as with the maid, so with her mistress ; as with the buyer, so with the seller ; as 
with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the tiJker of usury, so with the 
giver of usury to him. 3. The land shall be utterly emptied,*and utterly spoiled : 
for the Lobd hath spoken this word. 4. The earth moumeth and fiideth away, the 
world languisheth and £stdeth away, the haughty people of the earth do langidsh. 

5. The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof ; because they have 
transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. 

6. Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein 
are desolate : therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men 
left. 7. The new wine moumeth, the vine languisheth, all the merryhearted 
do sigh. 8. The mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice 
endeth, the joy of the harp ceaseth. 9. They shall not drink wine with a 
song ; strong drink shall be bitter to them that drink it. 10. The city of con- 
fusion is broken down : every house is shut up, that no man may come in. 
11. There is a crying for wine in the streets ; all joy is darkened, the mirth of 
the land is gone. 12. In the city is left desolation, and the gate is smitten 
with destruction. 13. When thus it shall be in the midst of the land among 
the people, there shall be as the shaking of an oUve tree, and as the gleaning 



1. Scattereth abroad. Divides 
the inhabitants to their allotted 
place of reward and punishment. 

2. At the E/Csurrection all 
earthly distinctions shall be done 
away. " We shall all stand before 
the judgment-seat of Chbist." 
•^TLe small and the great are 
there ; and the servant is free 
from Ms master." Job iii. 19. 

h. Defiled, The contagion of sin 
infects the very ground, (ver. 6.) 
" The whole creation groaneth and 



b3 



travaileth in pain together." Eom. 
viii. 22. 

6. Are burned. Some interpret, 
"Are maddened with evil pas- 
sions." 

Few — left. Few are saved. 

7. The remembrance of past 
joys shall increase the misery of 
the condemned. Comp. S. Luke vi. 
24, 25, and read the destruction of 
the spiritual Babylon in Itev. xviii. 

10. City of confusion. The world. 
13. Shaking qf an olive tree, Ke- 
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grapes when the yintage is done. 14. They shall lift up their voice, they 
shall sing for the majesty of the Lobd, they shall cry aloud from the sea. 15. 
Wherefore glorify ye the Lobd in the fires, even the name of the LosD GtOD of 
Israel in the isles of the sea. 16. From the uttermost part of the earth have 
we heard songs, even glory to the righteous. But I said, Mv leanness, my 
leanness, woe unto me ! the treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously ; yea, 
the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously. 17. Fear, and the pit, 
and the snare are upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. 18. And it shall 
come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shaJl fetll into the 
pit ; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the 
snare : for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the 
earth do shake. 19. The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dis- 
solved, the earth is moved exceedingly. 20. The earth shall reel to and fro 
like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage ; and the transgression 
thereof shall be heavy upon it ; and it shall fall, and not rise again. 21. And 
it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lobd shall punish the host of the 
high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. 22. 
And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and 
shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited. 23. 
Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lobd of 
hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His ancients 
gloriously. 



ferring to the remnant of the just. 
" Many are called, but few cho- 
sen." 

14. They. The remnant spoken 
of in ver. l3. 

Sea, Distant nations. And we 
are told by our Lobd that " the 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
net, that was cast into the sea, 
and gathered of every kind." S. 
Matt. xiii. 47. 

15. Mres. Distresses and per- 
secutions. Marg. : " valleys." Ye 
who are lowly. 

Isles of the sea. Bemote places. 

16. The righteous. The Just 
One. Isaiali seems to hear dis- 
tant nations praising the Mes- 
siah. 

My leanness. Misery unto me ! 
The prophet suddenly represses 
his exultation at the growth of 
Ghbist's kingdom, as he sees Him 
rejected by the Jews, and beholds 
the destruction that is coming 
upon the earth. 

17. Fear^-pit-^snare, Images 



taken from the different wajs 
of hunting and catching wild 
animals. 

18. Windows. Either G-od's 
watch is meant, or else the out- 

Sourings of His wrath, as in the 
lood. Gen. vii. 11. 

20. A cottage. A booth, or 
tent. See on i. 8. 

Not rise again. Never return 
again to its former condition. 

21. In that day. The Day of 
Judgment. 

Host of the high ones. Perhaps, 
the hierarchy, the priests. Others 
explain, the sun, moon, and stars ; 
or, the fallen angels. 

22. In the prison. In hell. 
Visited. Funished, as xxvi. 14. 

After many ages their punish- ' 
ment shall only be beginning : by 
which is expressed the etermty of 
ftiture punishment. 

23. Jerusalem. The heavenly 
Jerusalem. 

Ancients. Chiefs of the Church, 
Apostles and Prophets. 
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THIED SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
MoBNnra. iBaiah xxy. 

T^i9 is the wng of the redeemed thanking Oodjbr the Paeeion of Christ, and 
for the blessings qf Redemption, which should remove darkness from all the 
world, gain victory over death, and lag low the enemies of God, 

1. O LoBD, Thou art my Gk)D ; I will exalt Thee, I will praise Thy Name ; 
for Thou hast done wonderful things ; Thy counsels of old are faithfulnesa and 
truth. 2. For G?hou hast made of a dtj an heap ; of a defenoed city a ruin : 
a palace of strangers to be no city ; it shall never be built. 3. Therefore shall 
the strong people glorify Thee, the city of the terrible nations shall fear Thee. 
4. For Thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his 
distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of 
the temble ones is as a storm against the wall. 5. Thou shalt bring down the 
noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place ; even the heat with the shadow 
of a cloud : the branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low. 6. And in 
this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make imto all people a feast of fiit things, 
a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full oi marrow, of wines on the lees well 
refined. 7. And He will destroy in tms mountain the face of the covering cast 
over all people, and the yail that is spread over all nations. 8. He will swal- * 
low up death in victory ; and the Lokd God will wipe away tears from off all 
fitces ; and the rebuke of His people shall He take away from off all the earth : 



2. Citi/, Jerusalem. Others 
take city, defenced city, and i)a- 
lace, to mean " the wicted world." 

Strangers. Aliens from God, 
Jews. 

3. Strong people. The Gentiles, 
once strong in evil passions, now 
strong in subduing tnem. 

City of the terrible nations. The 
Church gathered frrom fierce Gen- 
tile nations. 

4. Poor, Even to Cheist, Who 
for our sakes became poor, and to 
aU who follow His humility 

Beat. OfaflBliction. "The ene- 
my shall not be able to do him 
violence : the son of wickedness 
shall not hurt him." Ps. Ixxxix. 23. 

The terrible ones. Persecutors, 
Antichrist, evil spirits. 

5. Bring down. Quell, stop. 
St^rangers, As ver. 2. 

As tM heat. Even as burning 
heat in a place without water is 
wont to abate men's pride and ar- 
rogance. 



^ven the heat. Or even as the 
heat itself is abated by the shadow 
of a cloud. 

6. Mountain, The spiritual Sion. 
The " feast" is the marriage sup- 
per of the Lamb, the celebration of 
the full establishment of Christ's 
kingdom, afler the general Ee- 
surrection. 

The lees. Which preserve the 
strength and flavour of the wine. 

7. In this moimtain. The Gt)s- 
pel was first preached at Jeru- 
salem, and spread from thence 
through all nations. 

Covering — vail. Ignorance of 
Divine thmgs. 

8. 1 Cor. XV. 54: "Then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that 
is written, Death is swallowed up 
in victory." (Comp. Eev. xx. 14 ; 
xxi. 4.) 

Rebuke, In that being made in 
G^d's image man had become the 
devil's servant. 
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for the Lord bath spoken it. 9. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is 
our GtOD ; we have waited for Him, and He will save us : this is the Lord ; 
we have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation. 10. For 
in this mountain shall the band of the Lo&D rest, and Moab shall be trodden 
down under Him, even as straw is trodden down for the dunghill. 11. And He 
shall spread forth His hands in the midst of them, as he that swirameth spreadeth 
forth bis bands to swim : and He shall bring down their pride together with 
the spoils of their hands. 12. And the fortress of the high fort of thy walls 
shall He bring down, lay low, and bring to the ground, even to the dust. 



10. Sand, The DOwer, the ex- 
hibition of His mignt and grace. 

Moab. The enemies of Cheist, 
the Moabites being the implacable 
enemies of Israel. 

11. Se shall spread forth His 
hands. This may be an allusion 
to the attitude of the Cruciiixion, 
by which Chbibt destroyed him 



that had the power of death. Or 
" He," &c., may refer to Moab 
interceding for pardon and striv- 
ing to save himself, but in vain. 

Se shall bring down, Cheist 
shall humble Moab's pride. 

12. Ihv walls. The walls of 
Moab, all in which the reprobate 
have trusted. 



EYENiNa. Isaiah xxvi. 

This chapter is primarily a song of praise^ sung by the Jews on their return 
to their own land. It is also a hymn of the redeemed^ praising God with heart 
and spirit, acknowledging their errors and God's just judgments, and looking 
forth with confidence to the Resurrection at the last day, 

1. In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah ; We have a 
strong city ; salvation will GoD appoint for walls and bulwarks. 2. Open ye 
the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. 
3. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee : be- 
cause he trnsteth in Thee. 4. Trust ye in the Lobd forever : for in the Lord 
JEHOVAH is everlasting strength : 5. For He bringeth down them that 
dweU on high ; the lofty city, He layeth it low ; He layeth it low, even to the 
ground ; He bringeth it even to the dust. 6. The foot shall tread it down, 
even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy. 7. The way of the 



1. In that day. When the ene- 
mies of Cheist are destroyed, this 
song shall be sung in the land of 
the redeemed, the heavenly Je- 
rusalem. 

Strong city. The Church, whose 
strength is Cheist. "Very ex- 
cellent things are spoken of thee, 
thou city of God." Ps. Ixxxvii. 2. 

2. Open ye the gates. The Lobd 
speaks to the Angels or the mi- 
nisters of His Church. Ps. cxviii. 
20 : " This is the gate of the Loed : 



the righteous shall enter into it." 
(Comp. Acts ii. 47.) 

8. Here the Prophet speaks 
aj^ain in his own person to the be- 
lievers. 

6. Lofty city. The world, all 
that exalts itself against God. 

6. The poor, Cheist. Ch.xxy.4. 

Needv, The Apostles, following 
their Master's numility: "Ye 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Is- 
Matt. xix. 28. 
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just is uprightness : Thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of thejust. 8. 
Yea, in the way of Thy judgments, O Lobd, haye we waited for Thee ; the 
desire of our soul is to Thy Name, and to the remembrance of Thee. 9. With 
my soul haye I desired Thee in the night ; yea, with my spirit within me will 
I seek Thee early : for when Thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of 
the world will learn righteousness. 10. Let &your be showed to the wicked, 
yet will he not learn righteousness : in the land of uprightness will he deal un- 
justly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lobd. 11. Lobd, when Thy hand 
is lifted up, they will not see : but they shall see, and be ashamed for their enyy 
at the people ; yea, the fire of Thine enemies shall deyour them. 12. Lobd, 
Thou wilt ordain peace for us : for Thou also hast wrought all our works in us. 
13. O Lobd our God, other lords beside Thee haye had dominion oyer us : 
but by Thee only will we make mention of Thy Name. 14. They are dead, 
they shall not Uye ; they are deceased, they shall not rise : therefore hast Hiou 
yisited and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish. 15. Thou 
hast increased the nation, O Lobd, Thou hast increased the nation : Thou art 
glorified : Thou hadst remoyed it far imto all the ends of the earth. 16. 
Lobd, in trouble have they yisited Thee, they poured out •a prayer when Thy 
chastening was upon them. 17. Like as a woman with child, that draweth 
near the time of her deUyery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs ; so haye 
we been in Thy sight, O Lobd. 18. We haye been with child, we haye been 
in pain, we haye as it were brought forth wind ; we haye not wrought any 
dehyerance in the earth ; neither haye the inhabitants of the world fallen. 



9. In the night. In adversity. 
JSwrly. In the morning, i.e. in 

prosperity. 

Will lewm. The blessed desire 
God to show His vengeance on 
the yyicked in order to lead men 
to repentance. 

10. The yricked are not cor- 
rected even by benefits. 

Land of uprightness. The 
Church, where the Holy Spibit 
dwells, the pure Word of God is 
preached, and the way of salva- 
tion is set forth. 

Behold the majesty. Either 
" will not recognise His mysteries 
and counsels," or " shall never see 
God." Heb. xii. 14. 

11. Snvy, I.e. of the Jews at 
the call of the Gentiles, and of 
the lost souls at the salvation of 
thejust. 

Mre of. Prepared for. 

12. Phil. ii. 13: "It is God 
which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure." 



And in the day of Judgment 
Chbist shall crown His own 
works in the righteous with per- 
fect peace. 

13. Other lords. The world, the 
flesh, and the devil. Literally, 
the kings of Syria and Babylon, 
and the idols whom the Jews wor- 
shipped. 

14. They, The other lords, ver. 
13. 

15. By the destruction of their 
enemies Thou hast increased the 
holy people, once small and of no 
reputation, but they profited by 
adversity. (See ver. 9.) 

17. In Thy sight. While Thou 
didst, as it were, regard our mi- 
sery unmoved. Here is shown 
the birth of grace in the heart, 
effected by the fear of the Lobd. 

18. Without Thv aid all the 
pains and toil of tne Church are 
nothing. She cannot conquer her 
enemies, the wicked inhahitamts 
qf this world. 
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19. Thy dead men shall live, together with My dead body shall they arise. 
Awake and sing, ye that dweU. in dust : for Thy dew is as the dew of herbs, 
and the earth shall cast out the dead. 20. Gome, My people, enter thou into 
thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee : hide thyself as it were for a 
little moment, until the indignation be oyerpast. 21. For, behold, the LoBD 
Cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their ini- 
quity : the earth also shall disclose h&e blood, and shall no more coyer her slain. 



19. 2% dead. The dead in 
Cheist. 

Together with My dead hody. 
Heferring possibly to Cheist's own 
Eesurrection, whereby alone we 
are raised. 

DiLst, " Many of them that sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall 
awake." Dan. xii. 2. 

Dew, As the dew reviyes plants, 
and makes the seed cast into the 
earth grow, so shall God's Spirit 
(Hos. xiy. 5) reyiye the dead. 

20. God, as it were, speaks to 



His Saints, bidding them wait 
with patience in their appointed 
resting-place till He has executed 
yengeance on the sinners, and oyer- 
thrown the powerof the Antichrist. 
21. The earth shall disclose. 
These words may be understood 
of the martyrs who haye shed 
their blood for Cheist, and ciy 
beneath the altar, " How long, O 
LoSD, holy and true, dost ^ou 
not judge and ayenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the earth P" 
Rev. vi. 10. Comp. Job xyi. 18. 



FOXJETH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
' MosNiN^G-. Isaiah xxx. 

ne trust which the Israelites, contrary to God's command^ placed in Egypt 
(comp, Jer, slii,, ^/m.), is a type and a prophecy qf the alliance of the Church 
with the world. The worldly spirit shall pervade the Churchj and occasion 
such evils as their itifidelity brought upon the Jews. But there is renewal for 
all upon true repentance^ and the powers qf the world shall be destroyed, 

1. Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Load, that take counsel, but not 
of Me ; and that cover with a covering, but not of My Spirit, that they may 
add sin to sin : 2. That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at 
My mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust 
in the shadow of Egypt I 3. Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your 
shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion. 4. For his 
princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes. 6. They were all 



1. Cover with a covering. Seek 
protection from an arm of flesh, 
not at M^ inspiration, but of their 
own motion. 

2. Egypt, The world. Like the 
prodigfd son who joined himself 
imto a citizen of " uiat countiy." 



4. Zoan and Hanes, or Tah- 
panhes, were chief cities of Egypt, 
situated in the eastern part of me 
Delta. The Jews sent ambassa- 
dors to these cities to ask help 
and protection. 
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asliained of a people that could not profit them, nor be an help nor proAt, but 
' a shame, and idso a reproach. 6. The burden of the beasts of the south : into 
the land of trouble and anguish, from whence come the joung and old lion, 
the viper and fiery flying serpent, they will carry their riches npon the 
shoulders of young asses, and their treasures upon the bunches of camels, to a 
people that shall not profit them. 7. For the Egyptians shall help in Tain, 
and to no purpose : therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength ia 
to sit still. 8. Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come for eyer and ever : 9. That this is a re- 
bellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the 
Lord : 10. Which say to the seers. See not j and to the prophets, FlK>phe^ 
not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits : 11. 
Gret you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of 
Israel to cease from before us. 12. Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of 
Israel, Because ye despise this word, and trust in oppression and perrerseness, 
and stay thereon : 13. Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready 
to &11, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly at an in- 
stant. 14. £id He shaU break it as the breaSng of the potter^s yessel that 
is broken in pieces ; He shall not spare : so that there shall not be found in 
the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water withal 
out of the pit. 16. For thus saith the Lobd Gk>D, the Holy One of Israel ; 
In returning and rest shall ye be saved ; in quietness and in oonfidenoe shall 
be your strength : and ye would not. 16. But ye said. No ; for we will flee 
upon horses ; therefore shall ye flee : ancl» We will ride upon the swift ; there- 



6. T/ie burden. The load or 
weight of calamities. 

Beasts of the south. Primarily, 
the Jews in the south of Judsea, 
who fled to' EgT^t ; and then, all 
those, who, leaving the service of 
God, lose themselves in the wil- 
derness of this world, and are 
compared unto the beasts that 
perish. 'Ps. xlix. 20. 

Land, Literally, the desert be- 
tween Canaan and Egypt, which 
was meant to serve as a barrier 
between the two. Typicallv, the 
interval between the Church and 
the world, where roams the " roar- 
ing lion," and where lurks the "old 
serpent." 

They will carry. The ambassa- 
dors spoken of aoove wiQ carry. 

7. Concemifig this. Better "to 
her," i.e. Jerusalem, as in Marg. 

8. Now go, GrOD speaks to tne 
Prophet. 

10. Thus speak the heretic and 



the worldly man, not in these very 
words, but virtually, trying to 
make the law of God square with 
their own wrong and ciureless no- 
tions. 

11. Cause the Holy One <f Israel 
to cease from before us. Let us hear 
no more of God and His holiness. 
Compare Acts xziv. 25. 

12. This Word. The Holy One 
of Israel. Ver. 11. 

13. Ps. bdi. 3: "Ye shall be 
slain, all the sort of you ; yea, as 
a tottering wall shall ye be, and 
like a brdcen hedge." Worldli- 
ness undermines the Church* 

14. Sherd, A piece of broken 
earthenware. 

15. God had showed His people 
that He woidd accept their re- 
pentance and renewed trust in 
Him ; but they woidd not be con- 
verted. 

16. Horses, A type of the arm 
of flesh, and therefore fiorbidden 
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fore shall they that pursue you he swift. 17. One thousand shall flee at the 
rehuke of one ; at the rehuke of five shall ye flee : till ye he left as a heapon upon 
the top of a mountain, and as an ensign on an hill. 18. And therefore will 
the LoBD wait, that He may he gracious unto you, and therefore will He he 
exalted, that He may have mercy upon you : for the Lobd is a God of judg- 
ment : hlessed are all they that wait for Him. 19. For the people shall dwell 
in Zion at Jerusalem : thou shalt weep no more : He will he yeiy gracious 
unto thee at the Toice of thy cry ; when He shall hear it, He will answer thee. 
20. And though the Losd give you the hread of adyersity, and the water of 
affliction, yet shall not thy teachers he removed into a comer any more, hut 
thine eyes shall see thy teachers : 21. And thine ears shall hear a word he- 
hind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right 
hand, and when ye turn to the left. 22. Ye shall defile also the ooyering of 
thy graven images of silver, and the ornament of thy molten images of gold : 
thou shalt cast them away as a menstruous doth ; thou shalt say unto it, Get 
thee hence. 23. Then shall He give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow 
the ground withal ; and bread of the increase of the earth, and it shall he fisit 
and plenteous : in that day sWl thy cattle feed in large pastures. 24. The 
oxen likewise and the young asses that ear the ground shall eat clean pro- 
vender, which hath heen winnowed with the shovel and with the fan. 26. 
And there shall he upon every high mountain, and upon every high hiU, rivers 
and streams of waters in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall. 
26. Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the 
light of the sun shall be sevenfold, a$ the light of seven days, in the day that 



to the Jews. Deut. xvii. 16; 1 
Kings X. 28. 

18. And therefore. Because of 
the destruction that threatens you, 
the Lobd's long-suffering will still 
wait. 

Exalted. S. Johnxii.32: "And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto Me." Soma 
explain, " He will be glorified .in 
sparing you." 

19. Shall dwell. When con- 
verted. The Prophet is speaking 
of the glories that await the 
Church of God, and thus proves 
that ** blessed are they that wait 
for Him." 

20. Shall not thy teachers be re- 
moved. For those who are willing 
to be led by God's Spirit, He wifl 
always provide guioance in the 
visible Church. 

21. A ioord behind thee. Recall- 
ing thee when thou goest astray. 

23. So we read that as soon as 
the prophets of Baal were slain. 



God sent rain upon the land of 
Israel. 1 Kings xviii. 45. 

Bain of thy seed. "To thy seed." 
Grace to bring forth the fruit of 
good works. 

24. Ea/r. "Plough," or "till." 
The children of the kingdom shall 
be fed with the Bread that came 
down from heaven, which whoso 
eateth, shall hunger no more. 

The oxen represent Prophets and 
Evangelists : the young asses , Gen- 
tile converts. 

25. Mountain — hill. The holy 
and the righteous. 

Rivers — streams, of God's grace. 

Slaughter. Because " many are 
called, out few chosen." 

Towers. The powers of the air, 
the devil and his angels, and proud 
man likewise. 

26. The Prophet speaks of the 
new heaven and the new earth — 
the Eegeneration in which mate- 
rial nature shall participate. "For 
the earnest expectation of the 
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the LoBD bindeth up the breach of His people, and healeth the stroke of their 
'wound. 27. Behold, the name of the Lobd cometh from &r, burning with 
His anger, and the burden thereof is heavy : His hps are fall of indignation, 
ajid His tongue as a deyouring fire : 28. And His breath, as an overflowing 
stream, shall reach to the midst of the neck, to sift the nations with the sieve 
of vanity : and there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing them 
to err. 29. Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is 
kept ; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to come into the 
mountain of the Lobd, to the mighty One of Israel 30. And the LoBD 
shall cause His glorious voice to be heard, and shall show the lighting down 
of His arm, with the indignation of His anger, and with the flame of a de- 
Touring fire, with scattering, and tempest and hailstones. 31. For through 
the voice of the Lobd shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which smote 
with a rod. 32. And in every place where the grounded staff shall pass, 
which the Lobd shall lay iipon him, it shall be with tabrets and harps : and 
in battles of shaking will He fight with it. 33. For Tophet is ordfuned of 
old ; yea, for the king it is prepared ; He hath made it deep and large : the 
pile thereof is fire and much wood ; the breath of the Lobd, like a stroam of 
brimstone, doth kindle it. 



creature waiteth for the manifes- 
tation of the sons of God. . . . Be- 
cause the creature itself also shall 
be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God." Eom. viii. 
19, 21. 

27. Name of the Lord, The 
Lobd Himself. These verses mean 
that GoD*s people need not ally 
themselves with the world in order 
to secure their safety, for He Him- 
self will destroy their enemies. 

28. To sijt — toith the sieve of va- 
nity y so as to leave nothing behind. 

To err. As in the case of Sen- 
nacherib's army, to which the pro- 
phecy primarily refers : " There- 
fore will I put My hook in thy 
nose, and My bricQe in thy lips, 
and I will turn thee back by the 
way by which thou camest." Ch. 
xxxvii. 29. So in the day of Judg- 
ment the power of the devil shful 
be overthrown. 

29. Ye, My obedient people. 



when they see the destruction of 
their enemies, shall keep, as it 
were, another Passover for their 
deliverance. Rev. xv. 3, 4. 

31. Assyrian — which smote with 
a rod. The enemies of God's 
Church who used their power 
cruelly and oppressively. 

32. This verse may be thus bet- 
ter translated : ** And every place 
over which the appointed rod [the 
Assyrian] shall pass, and on which 
the Lobd shall lay it heavily, shall 
rejoice with tabrets and liarps; 
and with fierce battles shall He 
fight against it" [the rod]. 

33. Tophet. A type of hell; li- 
terally, the valley of Hinnom, 
near Jerusalem, where the sacri- 
fices used to be oflTered to Moloch, 
and where fires were kept burning 
to consume the filth of the city. 

For the king. The oppressor of 
the Church, and the prmce of the 
devils. 



EvEKiNO. Isaiah xzxii 
The destruction of the Assyrians was to be followed by the prosperous reign 
qf a righteous princsy atypeqf Christ. Tribulation is to be expected in the 
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world, but at the eominff of the Meeeiah all ie to be changed, man^e ruined 
nature will be renewed, the Spirit shall be given, and God'e people shall be tq^. 

1. Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall role in judg- 
ment. 2. And a man shall he as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempest j as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great 
rock in a weary land. 3. And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and 
the ears of them that hear shall hearken. 4. The heart also of the rash shall un- 
derstand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak 
plainly. 6. The vile person shaU be no more called liberal, nor the churl said 
to be bountiful. 6. For the vile person will speak villany, and his heart will 
work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter error against the Lord, to 
make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of the thirsty 
to Ml. 7. The instruments also of the churl are evil : he deviseth wicked de- 
vices to destroy the poor with lying words, even when the needy speaketh 
right. 8. But the liberal deviseth liberal things : and by liberal things shall he 
stand. 9. Bise up, ye women that are at ease ; hear my voice, ye careless daugh- 
ters : give ear unto my speech. 10. Many days and years shall ye be troubled, 
ye careless women : for the vintage shall fail, the gathering shall not come. 
11. Tremble, ye women that are at ease ; be troubled, ye careless ones : strip 
you, and make you bare, and gird sackcloth upon your loins. 12. They shall 
lament for the teats, for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine. 1^. Upon 
the land of my people shall come up thorns and briars ; yea, upon all the 



1. A king. That is Chbist, of 
Whom Haoekiah (to whom the 
chapter primarily refers) is a type. 

Princes, The Apostles. Comp. 
S. Matt. xix. 28 : "When the Son 
of Man shall sit on the throne of 
His glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. * 

2. A man. The Man, Christ 
Jesus, shall be a shelter in temp- 
tation and calamity. 

3. TJiem that see. The seers» 
teachers. 

Them that hea/r, Tl^e hearers, 
the taught shall be obedient. 

4. The rash. The credulous be- 
lievers of false prophets, or they 
who are foolish in tne knowledge 
of Divine things. 

Stammerers, Those who knew 
not how to praise God aright, or 
who, like the Apostles, being " un- 
learned and ignorant men," learnt 
" to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance." 
Comp. Wisd. x. 21. 



5. This verse refers to the dis- 
cerning of spirits, wliich was one of 
the gifts in the Primitive Church. 
Comp. the case of Ananias and 
Sappnira, Acts y. ; also Acts viii. 
22, 23 ; 1 Cor. xii. 8, 10. 

6. S. Matt, xxiii. 13: "Woe 
unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites ! for ye shut up the 
kmgdom of heaven against men : 
for ye neither go in yourselves, 
neither suffer je them that are 
entering to go m." 

7. Instruments. The means 
which he uses. 

The needAf, Cheist, Who for our 
sakes became poor, and His im- 
mediate followers. 

9. Women — daughters. The 
cities and synagogues of JudsBa 
are thus named ; or else, the Pro- 

Ehet addresses tiie rich and care- 
jss women of the world, telHng 
them of the loss of comforts. 

12. For the teats. For the lost 
fertility of the land which once 
flowed with milk and honey. 
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houses of joy in the joyous city : 14. Because the palaces shall be forsaken ; 
the multitude of the city shall be left ; the forts and towers shall be for dens 
for eyer, a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks ; 15. Until the Spirit be 
poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the 
fruitful field be counted for a forest. 16. Then judgment shall dwedl in the 
wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitral field. 17. And the work 
of righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect of righteousness quietness and 
assurance for eyer. 18. And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places ; 19. When it shall hail, 
coming down on the forest : and the city shall be low in a low place. 20. 
Blessed are ye that sow beside aU waters, that send forth thither the feet of the 
ox and the ass. 



14. The palaces shall he for- 
saken. S. Luke xiii. 35 : " Behold, 
your houae is left unto you deso- 
late." So Cheist says to His 
Apostles : "Arise, let us go hence." 
S. John xiv. 31. 

For ever. For a long time, li- 
mited by the next verse. The ex- 
pressions refer to Jerusalem being 
trodden down of the Gentiles. 

15. Until the Spirit. Eeferring 
to the descent of the Holy 
Spieit on the day of Pentecost. 
Acts ii. 

Wilderness. ThB Gentile world. 

Fruitful field. Another Israel. 

Forest. Desolate and barren 
country. So that the verse means, 
Until the Gentiles become as Is- 
rael, and Israel be reckoned among 
the Gentiles. 

16. Fruitfulfield. I.e. the "wil- 
derness" now become a fruitful 
field. 

17. Peace. He shall have peace 
with God who obeys His com- 
mandments. 

18. Peaceahle habitation. The 
heavenly Jerusalem, the city of 
peace. 



Dwellings. Because "in My 
Fathee's house are many man- 
sions." S. John xiv. 2. 

19. Sail. The wrath of God. 
Forest. As in ver. 15. The 

chosen people now for their sins 
become " a forest." 

City. Jerusalem shall be ut- 
terly prostrate. 

20. The Prophet ends by de- 
claring God's blessing upon those 
who shoidd labour to gather into 
one Church both Jew and Gen- 
tile. 

That sow. Viz. the Word of 
God. S. Luke viii. 11. 

All waters. Wherever there is 
hope of increase. 

Ox. A clean animal, the type of 
the Jews. 

Ass. An unclean animal, the 
type of the Gentiles. The idea 
is taken from the Eastern custom 
of causing the ground in the neigh- 
bourhood of nvers, while still co- 
vered with the annuAl overflow, to 
be trodden by beasts in order to 
loosen it, and then immediately 
to sow the grain. 



THB TSJlTTVJTY OF OUB LOBD, OB CHBISTMA8 DAT. 



Cj^rbtmas* 



The Son of God made Man is the idea wliich the season of Christmas 
brings before us. And the lesson to be drawn from this truth is, that 
He has thus renewed our fallen nature, has shown us what that renewed 
nature can do, and that we also " can do all" that is reauired of us 
as regenerate Christians, " through Cheist Who strengtneneth us." 
What our duty is may be told in the words of the Baptismal Service : 
Our profession " is to foUow the example of our Savioue Chbist, and 
to be made like unto Him, that as He died and rose again for us, so 
should we, who are baptized, die from sin, and rise again unto righ- 
teousness, continually mortifying all our evil and corrupt affections, 
and daily proceeding in all virtue and godliness of living.* 

THE NATIVITY OF OUE LOED, OE CHRISTMAS DAY. 
Decbmbeb 25. 

MoBiriNO. Isaiah ix. 1 — 8. 

Tliii chapter in the first instance rrferred to the invasion of Galilee by the 
Assyrians under Tiglath-Pileser, from which the Jews were to suffer till the 
birth of a Child in whose time they should meet with a miraculous deliverance, 
{ch. vii.) But the chief and complete fulfilment qf the prophecy was reserved 
for the day and the Person of our Blessed Lord. 

1. Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when 
at the first He lightly afliicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond 
Jordan, in Ghdilee of the nations. 2. The people that wa&ed in darkness have 



1. It is almost certain that the 
English version is here at fault. 
The word translated " did more 
r afflict," ought to be ren- 



ouj 
lered "will honour,** or "make 
glorious ;" and the whole passage 
IS better translated thus : " For 
darkness shall not be upon the 
land, upon which there is distress ; 
as the former time has dishonoured 
the land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali, so shall the time 
come to honour it, the region on 
the border of the sea, by the side 
of the Jordan, Galilee of the Gren- 
tiles.** (Hengstenberg.) 

The prophecy was mlfilled when 
Chbis^ fixed His residence at Ca- 



pernaum, and performed many 
miracles in that neighbourhooa. 
See S. Matt. iv. 14—16, where 
this passage is quoted. 

Zebulun — JSoyphtali. These 
tribes dwelt "by the sea" of Gen- 
nesareth. Nazareth pertained to 
Zebulun, Capernaum to Naphtali. 

Galilee of the nations. So called 
because the inhabitants were in- 
termingled with the Gentiles, and 
being a border land, and far from 
Jerusalem, it had contracted many 
Gentile superstitions, and was 
therefore held in contempt by the 
stricter Jews. Compare S. John 
i. 46 ; vii. 52 ; S. Matt. xxvi. 69. 

2. Thepeople,&G, TheGtdilseans. 



1 
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seen a great light : thej that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them 
hath the light shined. 3. Thou hast multipHed the nation, and hot increased 
the joy : they joy hefore Thee according to the joy in haryest, and as men 
rejoice when they diyide the spoil. 4. For Thou hast broken the yoke of his 
burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day 
of Midian. 6. For every battle of the warrior is with confiised noise, and 
garments rolled in blood ; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 6. 
For unto us a Child is bom, unto us a Son is given : and the goyemment shall 
be upon His shoulder ; and His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The Mighty God, The Everlafiting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7. Of the 



Light, Even Him, Who is the 
Light of the world. S. John viii. 
12 ; Isa. xlii. 6 ; Mai. iv. 2. 

3. Multiplied the nation. By 
the call of the Gentiles. 

And^ not increased the joy. Be- 
cause the rejection of tne Jews 
was the occasion of the call of the 
Gentiles. So S. Paul, the Apos- 
tle of the Gentiles, says that he 
has " great heaviness and con- 
tinual sorrow of heart" for the 
casting away of his brethren. 
Bom. IX. 2. 

Harvest. For the harvest truly 
was plenteous. 

4. For, The reason of the peo- 
ple's joy. 

The yoke of his burden. The 
heavy yoke of the devil and of sin 
whicn Galilee bore. 

Cfhis shoulder. I.e. which smote 
his shoulder. 

Oppressor. The devil. 

As in the dm of Midian. As in 
the time of Gideon Thou didst 
smite the Midianites. Judg. vii. 
This deliverance took place in 
Zebidun and Naphtali, and was 
effected without human power, by 
the plain interposition of God. 

6. For every, &c. Gives the 
reason for comparing Chbist's 
victory with the day of Midian. 

Bv4i this. Other battles are 
waged with tumult and bloodshed, 
but Chbist's victory over His ene- 
mies shall be a bloodless conquest, 
won quietly and irresistibly with 



the nower and strength of a burn- 
ing nre. 

6. Unto us. TJnto, and among, 
us men. 

A Child. " Thy holy ChHd Jb- 
8U8." Acts iv. 27. 

Is horn. The Prophet, in his vi- 
sion, beholds Chbist as already 
bom in the world. Ch. vii. 14. 

A Son. The Son of God become 
Son of Man. 

Is qiven. Because He was not 
ours till given. S. John iii. 16. 

Government. Of the new king- 
dom, the Church. 

Wonderful. In His life. His 
death, His love, His miracles, in 
all things. "Great is the mys- 
tery of godliness ; God was ma- 
nifest in the flesh." 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
. Counsellor. The Wisdom of 
GrOD : " Chbist is made unto us 
wisdom." 1 Cor. i. 30. 

The Mighty God. Ecjual to the 
Fathbb, as touching His Godhead. 

The Everlasting Father. Either 
" Father of the future age," i.e. 
of the new dispensation, which 
reaches from His Resurrection 
even to the end of the world ; or, 
simply "Eternal," as Father of 
strength. Father of glory, mean 
strong, glorious. 

The Prince (f Peace. So " So- 
lomon," a type of Chbist, means 
peace^. Ps. Ixzii. 7: "In His 
time shall the righteous flourish, 
yea, and abundance of peace, so 
long as the moon endureth." So 
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mcreafle of His goTemment and peace there shall be no end, upon tihe thione 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judCTient 
and with justice fi*om henceforth eyen for e7er. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this. 



also Ja.cob calls the Messiah Shi- 
loh, The Peacemaker. Gen. xlix. 
10. Comp. the Angels' hymn at 
Chbist's birili, S. Luke ii. 14, and 
our Savioub's words, "Peace I 
leave with you, My ^eace I give 
unto you." S. John xiv. 27. 

7. Increase, Ps. ii. 8 : " Desire 
of Me, and I shall give Thee the 
heathen for Thine iimeritance, and 
the utmost parts of the earth for 
Thy possession." Ps. Ixxii. 17 : 
" His Name shall endure for ever : 
His Name shall remain under the 
sun among the posterities : which 



shall be blessed through Him ; and 
all the heathen shall praise Him." 

Of David. Comp. S. Luke i. 32. 

Seneeforth, From the Incarna- 
tion. 

Zeal, Either the zeal of GrOD 
for His honour, which moved Him 
to fulfil His promise to David: 
" Of the fruit of thy body shalll 
set upon thy seat * (Ps. cxxxii. 
11) ; or, the zeal of love, with 
which "God so loved the- world, 
that He gave His Only-Begotten 
Son." S. John iii. 16 ; Tit. li. 11 ; 
iii. 4. 



Eysimra. Isaiah viL 10 — 17. 

In the beginnmg of the reign of Ahaz^ King of Judah, Rezinf King qf Da- 
»uucu»t and Pekahf King of Irraelf invaded Judah with a large army (2 Kings 
xvi, 1—6). AhaZf instead of putting his trust in Godf sent for aid to the Assy- 
rians. Isaiah is appointed to encourage the King ofjudah^ and, on his refusing 
to ask a sign as a pledge of the truth qf the Prophet* s promisSf Isaiah declares 
that, as truly as the Messiah should be bom of a Jeunsh Ftr^tn, so certain is it 
that the people and the family from whom He shall descend shall not come to 
utter ruin. And he fart her announces that in the time which will elapse between 
the birth of the Messiah and His arriving at an age to discern between good and 
evil, (that is, about three years,) Danmscus and Samaria shall be overthrown. 
(2 Chron. xxviH, 5; 2 Kings xv. 29.) 

10. Moreover, the Lobd spake again unto Ahaz, saying, 11. Ask thee a 
sign of the Lobd thy God ; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. 
IZ. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the Lord. 13. And 
he said, Hear ye now, O house of David ; Is it a small thing for you to weary 



10. j?%tf iorc? #paJfce, by His pro- 
phet Isaiah. 

Ahaz. A Irpe of the scornful 
world, which needs not the bless- 
ings offered to it, and seeks 
strength apart from God. 

11. A sign. A proof which shall 
satisfy thyself that the promised 
deliverance is true. 

Depth — height. Earth — ^heaven. 
As, e.g. the earth opening, or the 
»< sun standing still. 



12. I will not ask, Ahaz's re- 
j^al sprang from stubborn un- 
belief, not from faith or reverencje, 
though he uses the words of Scrip- 
ture (Deut. yi. 16) to mask his 
impiety. So Chbist was giren 
to a world that would not even 
ask for Him. 

13. Souse of David, aiJl of whoia 
were concerned in the sign which. 
God was about to give. iUs effects 
should be felt by mem eren then. 
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men, but will je weary my Gk>i> also ? 14. Therefore the Lord Hiinaelf shall 
giTe you a sign ; Behold, a Y irgin shall oonceire, and bear a Son, and shall 
call EEis Name Immanuel. 15. Butter and hon^ shall He eat, that He may 
know to refuse the eyil, and choose the good. 16. For before the Child shall 
know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorxest 
shall be forsaken of both her kings. 



though it should not appear for a 
long time. 

Men — rm/ God, Ahaz had re- 
fused first to believe the prophets ; 
now he rejects the sign that God 
Himself had offered. 

14. The Lord Simself shall give 
you a sign. Such a si^n as none 
but Go© can give ; ana they who 
hereafter shaS see this portent 
sliaU have proof that all my words 
are true. 

A virgin. The Virgin. S. Matt, 
i. 23. " Then said Mary unto the 
angel. How shall this be, seeing 
I know not a man? And the 
angel answered and said unto her, 
The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee : therefore 
also that Holy Thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God." S. Luke i. 34, 
36. 

Immanuel, God with us ; God 
in the common nature of all men, 
and with us to aid and strengthen 
us. S. John i. 14. 

15. Butter cmd hm&g shall He 
eat. Though He ia " Immanuel," 



yet shall He be true man, and be 
sustained by infants' food. 

That He may know. He shall 
eat that He may grow up to Ml 
age. He shall pass through child- 
hood and come to maturi^, like 
the rest of the children or men. 
" Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature." S. Luke ii. 62. 

To rtfuse the evil, &o. This is a 
phrase implying the commence- 
ment of moral consciousness, when 
a child begins to distinguish be- 
tween right and wrong. 

16. Before the Child shall hnow. 
The Prophet makes the growth of 
the Messiah from birth to years 
of discernment the measure of the 
time that should elapse before 
the destruction of the enemies of 
Judah. He therefore means that 
the event foretold shall happen in 
about three years. 

The land that thou abhorrest, 
Syria and Samaria. Eezin was 
slain, about Ane year after this 
prophecy was' dehvered, by Tig- 
lath-pileser. 2 Kings xvi. 9. And 
Fekan was killed by Hoshea in the 
following year. 2 Kings xv, 30, 



FIEST SUNDAY AFTEE CHRISTMAS. 

KosKiKO. Isaiah xxzvii. 

The deliverance of the Jews from the Assyrians, recorded m this chapter, it 
a type of the deliverance which is wrought for the Church through Christ, 
The same history is found in 2 Kings xix,, and is read there on the Thirteenth 
Sunday after Trinity, where see notes, and on 2 Kings xviii,^ {Tweffth Sunday 
qfter Trinity,) 
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1. And it oame to pass, when king Heseldah heard it, that he rent his 
clothes, and corered hunself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the 
LOBD. 2. And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the 
scribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the 
prophet the son of Amoz. 3. And they said unto him. Thus saith Hezekiah, 
This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy : for the children 
are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth. 4. It may be 
the LoBi> thy God will hear the words of Babshakeh, whom the king of 
Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living Gk)D, and will reprove the 
words which the Lord thy God hath heard : wherefore lift up thy prayer for 
the remnant that is left. 6. So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 
6. And Isaiah said unto them. Thus shall ye say unto your master. Thus 
saith the Lobd, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith 
the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7. Behold, I will 
send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own 
land ; and I will cause him to &11 by the sword in his own land. 8. So Bab- 
shakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah : for 
he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. 9. And he heard say con- 
cerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. 
And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, XO. Thus 



1. Hezekiah is a type of the 
Christianized world ana of rege- 
nerate man. 

Sea/rd it. Heard the message 
of Babshakeh, who had been sent 
gainst Jerusalem by Sennacherib, 
£ng of Assyria. On. xxrvi. 2, &c. 

Ment his clothes, in srief and 
horror, because of the blaspheiny 
of Babshakeh's words. Comp. S. 
Matt. xxyi. 65. 

Sackcloth. The garb of mourn- 
ing and penitences Hezekiah 
humbled himself, because he felt 
that it was in punishment of his 
own and his people's sin that the 
Assyrians had been enabled to 
penetrate to the very gates of Je- 
rusalem. 

3. Thfts saith Hezekiah. Com- 
pare Hezekiah's modesty and the 
boasting of Sennacherib. 

For the children, &c. A pro- 
verbial expression, meaning, "We 
are in great danger, yet cannot 
help ourselves." 

4. JBemnant, The ten tribes 
were already subdued, and most 
of the cities of Jud»a taken. 



6. Me. God shows that the 
offence is against Him, and that 
He will punish for it. It seems 
that God had revealed the matter 
to Isaiah, before the messengers 
arrived. 

7. A blast, Marg.: "Put a 
spirit into him," i.e. a spirit of fear 
and panic, as 2 Tim. i. 7. The 
blast may mean a rumour com- 
ing as suddenly and quickly as a 
wind. 

A rumour. Viz., the report 
concerning Tirhakah's invasion, 
ver. 9. 

8. Returned, from Jerusalem to 
his master's camp. 

Libnah. In the Philistine plain, 
perhaps the same as the Crusa- 
ders' Blanche-garde. 

9. Tirhakah. I.q. Taracus, the 
third of the Ethiopian dynasty 
who reigned over Egypt, but held 
his court in Ethiopia. Sennache- 
rib went to meet Tirhakah in 
Egypt, but meantime sent mes- 
sengers to Hezekiah to induce 
him to surrender. 
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Bball je speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, Baying, Let not thy Gk>D, in Whom 
thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not he given into the hand 
of the king of Assyria. IX. Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of 
Assyria have done to all lands hy destroying them utterly ; and shalt thou be 
delivered? 12. Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my 
fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Bezeph, and the children of 
Eden which were in Telassar P 13. Where is the king of Hamath, and the 
king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah P 
14. And Hezekiah received the letter m>m the hand of the messengers, and 
read it : and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the Lobd, and spr^td it 
before the Lobd. 15. And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lobd, saying, 16. O 
Lobd of hosts, Gk)D of Israel, That dweUest between the cherubims. Thou art 
the God, even Thou alone, of aU the kingdoms of the earth : Thou hast made 
heaven and earth. 17. Licline Thine ear, O Lobd, and hear ; open Thine 
eyes, O Lobd, and see : and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath 
sent to reproach the Hving God. 18. Of a truth, Lobd, the kings of Assyria 
have laid waste all the nations, and their countries, 19. And have cast their 
gods into the fire : for they were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood 
and stone : therefore they have destroyed them. 20. Now therefore, O Lobd 
our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know 
that Thou art the Lobd, even Thou onlv. 21. Then Isaiah thewson of Amoz 
sent unto Hezekiah, saying. Thus saith the Lobd Gk)D of Israel, Whereas 
thou hast prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria : 22. This is 
the word which the Lobd hath spoken concerning him ; The virgin, the 
daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn ; the daughter 
of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. 23. Whom hast thou reprosu^ed 
and blasphemed P and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up 
thine eyes on high ? even against the Holy One of IsraeL 24. By thy ser- 
vants hast thou reproached the Lobd, and hast said. By the multitude of my 



10. Let not thy God, He had 
before said to the people, "Let 
not Hezekiah deceive you" (xxxvi. 
14). He now blasphemes God, 
as if it was beyond the power of 
the Almighty to resist his arms. 

12, 13. Oozan, &c. Cities in 
Mesopotamia and its immediate 
neighoourhood. 

14. Went wp. Against the 
threats of Sennacherib Hezekiah 
resorted to his accustomed wea- 
pons, prayer and faith. 

16. Dtoellest between the che- 
rubims, God is said to dwell be- 
tween the cherubim, because the 
Sliechinah, the symbol of His 
Presence in the Temple, rested on 
the cover of the Ark, which was 
overshadowed by the wings of the 
fignres of the cherubim. Exod. 
zxv. 18 sqq. 



Thou art the God, The Assy- 
rian numbers Thee among the 
false gods: I know that Thon 
alone art God of all. 

17. Open Thine eyes. Scripture 
calls God's long-siinering, sleep. 
Ps. xliv. 23. 

20. ^ven Thou only, Hezekiah 
prays that God would show forth 
His supreme power by destroying 
him who had destroyed other na- 
tions and their gods. 

2^. Virgin, Because she had 
kept her with with the One G^d. 
Thus the Christian Church, rely- 
ing upon her heavenly Bride- 
groom, laughs to scorn the efforts 
of the adversary. 

Hath shaken her head. De- 
rided and threatened. 

24. And hast said. In this and 
the following verse Isaiah quotes 
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chariots am I come up to the height of the moimtains, to the rides of Le- 
banon ; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof^ and tlie choice fir trees 
thereof: and I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of 
his Garmel. 25. I hare digged, and drunk water ; and with the sole of mj 
feet have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged places. 26. Hast thou not 
heard long ago, how I hare done it ; and of ancient times, that I hare formed 
it ? now haye I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to laj waste de- 
fenced cities into ruinous heaps. 27. Therefore their inhabitants were of 
small power, they were dismayed and confounded : th^ were as the grass of 
the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as com 
blasted before it be grown up. 28. But I know thy abode, and thy going 
out, and thy coming in, and thy rage a^^st Me. 29. Because lliy rage 
against Me, and thy tumult, is come up mto Mine ears, therefore will I put 
My hook in thy nose, and My bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by 
the way by which thou earnest. 30. And tlus shall be a sign unto thee. Ye 
shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which 
springeth of the same : and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant yine- 
yards, and eat the fruit thereof. 31. And the remnant that is escaped of the 
house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward : 32. 
For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a renmant, and they that escape out of 
Mount Zion • the zeal of the Lobd of hosts shall do this. 33. Therefore 
thus saith the Lobd concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into 
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a 
bank against it. 34. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, 
and shall not come into this city, saith the Lobd. 36. For I will defend this 
city to save it for Mine own sake, and for My seryant Dayid's sake. 36. 
Then the angel of the Lobd went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assy^ 



the substance of what Sennacherib 
had said by his messengers. 
CarmeL Le., '* fruitful field." 
26. With the sole. Wherever 
my army turned its steps. 

26. This is God's answer to the 
Assyrian's boasting. " Post thou 
not know that all that thou hast 
done has been effected by My 
permission, and according to My 
etemalpurpose 1" 

27. Therefore. Because I will- 
ed it. 

29. Tumult Pride, insolence. 
Mi/ hook. I wiU treat thee as 

a brute beast which has no under- 
standing. Ps. xxxii. 10 : " Be ye 
not like to horse and mule, which 
haye no understanding, whose 
mouths must be held witn bit and 
bridle, lest they fidl upon thee." 

30. God here speaks, by the 
Prophet, to Hezekiah, The As- 



syrians invaded Judea before har- 
yest» and stayed till after seed- 
titne. As the Jews, therefore, 
coidd neither gather in their fruits 
nor cultivate their fields, God 
promises them a miracle, which 
should both supply their wants, 
and satisfy them that all danger 



from the Ass^ 



ynans 



was at an end. 



35. Davids sajce. They were 
saved, not for their own sake, but 
for the sake of David, that they 
might have nothing whereof to 
boast. Ps. cxxxii. 10—18. So S. 
Mark xiii. 20: "For the elect's 
sake He hath shortened the days." 

36. 2 Chron. yyy4i 21: "And 
the Lobd sent an angel, which cut 
off* all the mighty men of valour, 
and the leaders and captains in 
the camp of the Xing or Assyria. 
So he returned with shame of face 
to his own land." 
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nans a hundred and fotincore and fire thousand : and when they arose early 
in the morning, behold, they -were all dead corpses. 37. So Sennacherib kintf 
of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineyeh. 38. And 
it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Kisroch his god, that 
Adrammeleeh and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they 
escaped into the land of Armenia r and Esar-haddon his son reigned in his 
stead. 

They (xro^e. That is, the Jews, I occurred the eyents mentioned in 
or th© rest of the Assyrians. I Tobit i. 18 — 2L 

37. Betumed. In this interral | 



EYEKiNa. Isaiah zzxviii. 

HezekiaVs recovery Jrom mortal aieknem ii a type tend figure of the new Iffe 
and health which regeneration imgHirts^ and is set before ue that we may par* 
tidpaie in his song qf praise to that God Who has cured the malady qf our 
nature, 

1. In those days was Hezekiah sick imto death. And Isaiah the prophet 
the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lobd, Set 
thine house in order : for thou shalt die, and not Hve. 2. Then Hezekiah 
turned his &ce toward the wall, and prayed unto the Lobd, 3. And said, 
Bemember now, O Lobd, I beseech Thee, how I hare walked before Thee in 
truth and with a perfect heart, and hare done that which is good in Thy siffht. 
And Hezekiah wept sore. 4. Then came the word of the Lobd to Isaaah, 
saying, 6. Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LoBi>, the Gk)D of David 
thy fiither, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears : behold, I will add 



1. The same narratire is foimd 
in 2 Elings xx. 1 — 11. 

In those days. After the de- 
straction of Sennacherib's army. 

Sick unto death. Perhaps in 
order to prevent him from becom- 
ing too much elated by the won- 
derful defeat of the Assyrians. 

Set thine house in order, Ecclus. 
rxxiii. 23: "At the time when 
thou shalt end thy days, and finish 
thy life, distribute thtne inherit- 
ance.'* Comp. 2 Sam. xvii. 23. 

F(n' thou shalt die. Thy sick- 
ness, naturally regarded, is mortal. 
It seems to havebeen God's will 
that Hezekiab should die at this 
time, had it not been for bis 
prayer. It may be that the Lobd 
foresaw some evil that would arise 
to him from the lengthening of 
his life. And, indeed, it was after 
his recoyery that he begat the 



c 2 



wicked Manasseh, and fell into 
the sios of pride and ingratitude. 
2" Chron. xxxii. 25. 

3. In truth, &c. Hezekiah re- 
fers to his pubKc life as king, 
which had been, as he says, true 
and good. See 2 Kings xviii. 3— 
5. Comp. 1 S. John iu. 21, 22. 

Wept sore. From the natural 
fear of death, but chiefly because, 
as he had yet no son, the kingdom 
would not descend to his seed, 
nor the promised Mbssiah be 
bom of nis family. Hezekiah 
does not pray in words for a longer 
life. 

4. 2 Kings xx. 4 : '' It came to 
pass, afore Isaiah was gone out 
mto the middle court, that the 
word of the Lobd came to him." 

5. I will add, Comp. Jonah iii., 
where God, after bidmng the pro- 
phet proclaim the destruction of 
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unto thy days fifteen yean. 6. And I will deliver thee and this city out of 
the hand of the king of Assyria : and I will defend this city. 7. And this 
shall be a sign unto thee from the LoSD, that the Lord wiU do this thing that 
He hath spoken ; 8. Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, 
which is gone down in the sun-dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the 
sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was eone down. 9. The writing 
of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been nckf and was reooyered of his 
sickness : 10. I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of 
the graye : I am depriyed of the residue of my years. 11. I said, I shall not 
see the Lord, eyen the Lobd, in the land of the uying : I shall behold man no 
more with the inhabitants of the world. 12. Mine age is departed, and is re- 
moved from me as a shepherd's tent : I haye cut off like a weaver my life : B^ 
will cut me off with pinmg sickness : from day even to night wilt Thou make 



Nineveh in forty days, on the re- 
pentance of the people, turned 
from His fierce anger, " and re- 
pented of the evil, that He had 
said He would do unto them, and 
did it not." In the sickness and 
recovery of Hezekiah we may, 
doubtless, see a figure of Chbist's 
Death and Eesurrection. 

6. Deliver. I. e., finally, from 
any furthep invasion. So man's 
day of grace is extended for the 
elect's sake, and the Church is de- 
livered from the fear of her ene- 
mies. 

7. Before this verse ver. 22 may 
be introduced, and the fuller nar- 
rative from 2 Kings xx. : " And 
Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What 
shall be the sign that the Lobd 
will heal me, and that I shall go 
lip into the house of the Lobd 
the third day P And Isaiah said. 
This sign shalt thou have of the 
LoBD,.3iat the Lobd wiU do the 
thing that He hath spoken : shall 
the shadow go forward ten de- 
grees, or so back ten degrees? 
And Hezekiah answered, fi; is a 
light thing for the shadow to go 
down ten degrees; nav, but let 
the shadow return backward ten 
degrees.*' 

8. Shadow of the degrees. I.e., 
shadow made on, or shown by, 
the degrees. Whether these de- 



grees marked hours, or some other 
definite space of time, cannot now 
be known. The miracle is like 
that in Joshua (x. 12, 13), and 
shows that the imiverse is in the 
hand of God, and that the chosen 
people are the lords of creation. 
The particular way in which the 
miracle was efiected, whether by 
re&action or other means, is not 
told, and cannot be known. Comp. 
2 Chron. xxxii. 31. 

The sun retwrned. The Bible 
uses the language of common ex- 
perience, such as would be gene- 
rally intelligible. 

9. The ioriUng, The title of 
Hezekiab's song of thanksgiving. 

11. J shall not see the Lord. 
I. e., as in Ps. xxvii. 13: "The 
goodness of the Lobd in the land 
of the living." I shall no more 
hold communion with God in this 
mortal life. 

12. Mine age. I.e., Hfe. Or, 
" my tabernacle," or " habitation." 
Comp. 2 Cor. v. 4. 

I have cut off. By my sins. 
So Judas Iscanot is said to have 
"purchased a field with the re- 
ward of iniquity." Acts i. 18. 
Or, I am compelled by disease to 
"cutoff"." 

With pining sickness. Marg. : 
"from the thrum." Thrums are 
the threads which fasten the web 
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an end of me. 13. I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will He bi«ak all 
my bones : from day even to night wilt Thou make an end of me. 14. Like 
a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter : I did mourn as a doye : mine eyes fail 
with looking upward: O Lobd, I am oppressed; undertake for me. 15. 
What shall I say ? He hath both spoken imto me, and Himself hath done it : 
I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. 16. O Lord, by 
these thmgs men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit : so wilt 
Thou recoyer me, and make me to liye. 17. Behold, for peace I had great 
bitterness : but Thou hast in loye to my soul deliyered it from the pit of cor- 
ruption : for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back. 18. For the graye 
cannot praise Thee, death cannot celebrate Thee: they that go down into the 
pit cannot hope for Thy truth. 19. The liyine, the hying, he shall praise 
Thee, as I do this day : the father to the children shall make known Thy 
truth. 20. The Lobd was ready to saye me : therefore we will sing my songs 
to the stringed instruments all the days of our hfe in the house of the Lobd. 
21. For Isaiah had said. Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaister 
upon the boil, and he shall recoyer. 22. Hezekiah also had said. What is the 
sign that I shall go up to the house of the Lobd P 



to the weaver's beam. "Thou 
wilt cut off my life, as the weaver 
cuts his threads." 

13. I reckoned, I expected 
death. I thought at night that 
God would surely take my life 
£rom me in the morning. 

From day even to night. Be- 
tween morning and ni^ht. 

14. Idkeacrcme, Likeayoimg 
bird trembling in its nest. 

With looking upward. Ps. cxxi. 
1 : " I will lift up mine eyes unto 
the hiUs, from whence cometh my 
helD." 

Lord, I said, " O Lobd, I 
urn oppressed." 

Undertake Jhr me. Be surely 
for me. Ps. cxix. 122 : " Be surety 
for Thy servant for good." (Bible 
version.) He cries to Chbist to 
be his ransom. 

15. Here begins Hezekiah's 
thanksgiving, the former part of 
the song having described his 
thoughts at the near approach of 
death. 

Spoken, Promised. 

1 shall go Boftly, I shall be 
humble. 



16. By these things. By such 
acts of power and mercy as Thou 
hast showed me. 

Is the life of my spirit, T too 
am now living. 

18. For the grave, &c. Ps. vi. 
6 : "In death no man remember- 
eth Thee ; and who will givaThee 
thanks in the pitP" Comp. Ps. 
XXX. 9, 10. 

Praise. I.e., by public wor- 
ship. Ver. 19, 20. 

Thy truth. The fulfibnent of 
Thy promises concerning the de- 
struction of enemies, and the birth 
of the Messiah from my off- 
spring. 

20. We will sing. Hezekiah 
probably composed this song for 
the public worship of the temple, 
whence it was introduced into the 
service of the Christian Church. 

21. Figs, God used natural 
means to recover Hezekiah, giving 
to them sufficient efficacy lor the 
purpose. 

22. This request wa(9 made be- 
fore the prophet's answer in verse 
7. See 2 Kings xx. 8. 
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SECOND SXJin)AY AFTEE CHEISTMAS. 
MoxMnre. iBaiali zU. 

7^w chapter relaiei primarily to the deliverance qf the Jewe firom the Baby- 
lonieh captivity under Cynui a manifeetation qfthe power qf God which should 
teach idolatrous nations the vanity qf idol-worship, and be to the Jews the pre^ 
lude qf future prosperity. The essential difference between the Lord our Righ~ 
teousness and false gods is pointed out, and the Great Deliverer, qf Whom Cyrus 
was a type, is promised, and His victory over heathendom announced. 

I. Keep silence before Me, O ulandfl; and let the people renew their 
strength : let them oome near ; then let them speak : let us come near toge- 
ther to judgment. 2. Who raised up the righteous man from the eaat, caj&d 
him to His foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule otqt kings ? 
He gaye them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow. 3. 
He pursued them, and passed safely ; even by the way that he bad not gono 
with his feet. 4. Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generatioiis 
from the beginning? I the Load, the first, and with the last; I am He. 
B, The isles saw it, and feared ; the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near, 
and came. 6. They helped every one his neighbour ; and every one said to 
his brother, Be of good courage. 7. Bo the carpenter encouraged the gold- 
smith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, 
saying, It is ready for the sodering : and he fastened it with nails, that it should 
not be moved. 8. But thou, Israel, art My servant, Jacob whom I have 
ehosen, the seed of Abraham My friend. 9. Thou whom I have taken from 



1. God calls the heathen to an 
argument respecting the abOity of 
their gods to deliver their wor- 
shippers. 

Islands, Gentile nations: so 
**tlie people" in the next clause. 

Renew their strength, Gatiier 
their strongest arguments. 

2. The riahteous man. Either 
Abraham, we type of the cove- 
nanted pedSle, or Cyrus, as chap, 
xlvi. 11 : " Uallinff a ravenous bird 
from the East, the man that exe- 
cuteth My counsel from a far 
country." So Cheist, the Sun of 
Sighteousness, arose in the East; 
and said, " Lo, I come to do Thy 
wiU,OGoD." Ps.xl.7,8. 

Called him to His foot. I.e., to 
follow Him. 

3. By the way. He went out, 
not knowing wmther he went. 

4. Calling, Controlling, order- 
ing. 



With the last. Still the same 
and unchangeable. Kev. L 8 : " I 
am Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the ending, saith the 
LoBD, Which is, and WTiich was, 
and Which is to come, the Ai.- 

MIGHTY." 

6. The nations in theii* distress 
flee to their idols for help. 

Drew iwoAT together, and came, 
to resist. 

7. They made new idols. 

8. God comforts Israel with 
the promise of deliverance, ad- 
dressms no less the spiritual Is- 
rael, who are the true children of 
Abraham. 

Chosen, ** O ye seed of Abra- 
ham His servant : ye children of 
Jacob His chosen." Ps. cv. 6. 

Friend, "He was called the 
friend of God." S. James ii. 23. 
Comp. 2 Chron. xx. 7. 
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tiia ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof and aaid 
nnto thee, Thou art Mr seryant ; I haye chosen thee, and not cast thee away. 
lO. Fear thou not; &r I am with thee: he not dismayed; for I am thy 
Gk>i> : I will strengtiien thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee 
-with the right hand of My righteousness. 11. Behold, all they that were in- 
censed against thee shall he ashamed and confounded : they shall be as nothing, 
and they that striye with thee shall perish. 12. Thou shalt seek them, and 
shalt not find them, eyen them that contended with thee : they that war against 
thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. 13. For I the Lord thy 
Gk>D will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee. Fear not ; I will help thee. 
14. Fear not^ thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel ; I will help thee, saith 
the LoKD, and thy Sedeemer, the Ho]|^ One of Israel. 15. Behold, I will 
make thee a new sharp threshing instrument haying teeUi : thou shalt thresh 
t^e mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. 16. 
Thou shalt fm them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind . 
shall scatter them : and thou shalt rejoice in the Lobd, and shalt glory in the 
Mcij One of Israel 17. When the poor and needy seek water, and there is 
none, and their tongue fiiileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the 
God of Israel wiU not forsake them. 18. I will open riyers in high places, 
and fountains in the midst of the yalleys : I will muse the wilderness a pool of 
water, and the diy land springs of water. 19. I wiU plant in the wilderness 
the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree ; I will set in the 



9. From the ends of the earth. 
From Ur of the Chaldees. 

Chirfmen. Perhaps better ren- 
dered ** extremities.' 

10. With thee. So Chbist is 
with the spiritual Israel " alway, 
even unto the end of the world." 
S. Matt, xxviii. 20. 

Might hcmd of My righteous- 
ness. Of the Sayioub, the Lobd 
Jbsus Chbist. 

14. Worm Jacob, Humble and 
despised. Thus Chbist speaks of 
Himself in the 22nd Psalm: "As 
for Me, I am a worm, and no 
man : a very scorn of men, and 
the outcast of the people." Ver.6. 

Men, Mare.: "Few men." 
" Fear not, little flock." S. Lake 
xii. 32. 

16. Threshing instrument. This 
was a kind of rough wain, which 
had wheels armed with iron teeth. 
It was dragged by oxen oyer the 
wheat laid upon the threshing 
floor, and not only separated tiie 
grain firom Uie chaff*, but likewise 



cut the straw from the ear. So 
the Gospel shall triumph over all 
obstacles, and overcome spiritual 
wickedness in high places (moun- 
tains — hills,) 

16. Fwn, Winnow. 

17. God promises Israel great 
prosperity, which shall be accom- 
plished only in the times of the 
Messiah, and which shall spread 
to alien nations. 

Poor and needy, Not only the 
suffering Jews, but Gentiles also, 
who are truly needyf'because they 
have not received the riches of 
prophecy, nor the knowledge of 
the trutL 

18. Rivers, Supplies of grace. 
Wilderness, Heathendom. 

19. Ced^r, By the trees va- 
rious Christian graces are meant. 
"Moreover even the woods and 
every sweet-smelling tree shall 
overshadow Israel by the com- 
mandment of God." Saruch v. 8. 
Cedar, love of life eternal; shittah, 
a thorny tree, contrition ; myrtle. 
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deeerfc the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together : 20. That thej 
may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of 
the LoBD hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it. 21. 
Produce your cause, saith the Load ; bring forth your strong reasons, saith 
the King of Jacob. 22. Let them bring &em forth, and show us what shall 
happen : let them show the former things, what they be, that we may con- 
sider them, and know the latter end of them ; or declaim us things for to come. 
23. Show the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are 
gods : yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it toge- 
ther. 24. Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought : an abomina- 
tion is he that chooseth you. 25. I haye raised up one from the north, and 
he shall come : from the rising of the sun shall he call upon My Name : and 
he shall come upon princes as upon mortar, and as the potter treadeth clay. 
26. Who hath declared £rom the beginning, that we may know ? and before- 
time, that we may say. He is righteous P yea, there is none that showeth, yea, 
there is none that declareth, yea, there is none that heareth your words. 27. 
The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold them : and I wiU giye to Jerusalem 
one that bringeth good tidings. 28. l^or I beheld, and there was no man ; 
eren among them, and there was no coimsellor, that, when I asked of them, 
could answer a word. 29. Behold, they are all yanity ; their works are no- 
thing : their molten images are wind and confusion. 



compassion; oil, or oliye tree, 
mercy; Jir, heavenly x5ontempla- 
Hon; pine, almsdoing; box, faiUi 
ever msh. and green. 

21. God again addresses the 
worshippers of idols, and chal- 
lenges them to prove that their 
gods are able to foretell the fu- 
ture. 

Kin^ of Jacob, That GrOD Who 
is really King and Euler of Is- 
rael. 

22. The former things. What 
is to happeiL first, the order and 
series of events. 

24. Ye, Idols. 

25. I have raised wp, God 
speaks of the future as past. 

One from the north, Cyrus, in 
that he came from Media to at- 
tack Babylon. He was bom in 
Persia, and was a Persian by his 



father's side : hence he is said to 
come from " the East," and " the 
rising of the sun." 

Call wpon My Name, Ezra 
i. 2: "Thus saith Cyrus, king of 
Persia, The Lobd God of heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth ; and He hath charged 
me to build Him an house at Je- 
rusalem." 

26. Who? of you idols. 

He is righteous, Hather, "It 
is true." 

27. The First, The One only 
God. Or it may be translatea, 
" I first said to 2iion." I was He 
Who first foretold the event. 

28. No man, Comp. ch. lix. 
16 ; 1. 2. • The prophet concludes 
that none of the false gods or 
false prophets could "answer a 
word. 



Etenino. Isaiah xliii. 

The sttbject is still the promised deliverance from Babylon, merging into the 
spiritual deliverance effected by the Messiah, the type and the antitype being 
mingled together. 
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1. But now thus saith the Lobd That created thee, O Jacob, and He That 
formed thee, O Israel, Fear not : for I haye redeemed thee, I have called thee 
by thy name ; thou art Mine. 2. When thou passest through the waters, I 
will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they shall not oyerflow thee : when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon tiiee. 3. For I am the Lobd thy Gk)D, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Sayioub : I gaye Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for 
thee. 4. Since thou wast precious in My sight, thou hast been honourable, 
and I have loyed thee : therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy 
life. 5. Fear not : for I am with thee : I will bring thy seed from the east, 
and gather thee from the west ; 6. I will saj to the north, Give up ; and to 
the south. Keep not back : bring My sons from &r, and My daughters from 
the ends of the earth ; 7. Even every one that is called by My Name : for I 
have created him for My glory, I have formed him ; yea, I have made him. 

8. Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. 

9. Let fdl the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled : 
who among them can declare this, and show us former things P let them bring 



1. Created — formed. Created 
thy substance and gave thee thy 
form, even His own image. The 
whole passage applies also to the 
spiritual Israel, wno are bidden not 
to fear persecution and affliction, 
because CnBiSTis witii iliem alway, 
even unto the end of the world. 

I have called thee hy thy name, 
viz.. Thou art Mine. This refers 
to Israel's election as God's pecu- 
liar people. 1 S. Pet. ii. 9. 

2. Waters, As the Eed Sea. 
Sivers. As Jordan. "We went 

through fire and water, and Thou 
brougntest us out into a wealthy 
place." Ps. Ixvi. 11. 

Mre, As in the case of the 
three children in the burning fiery 
furnace. Dan. iii. 25, 27. Fire 
and water also mean temptation, 
calamity, and . persecution, in 
which true believers are upheld 
by the grace of God. 

3. I gave Egypt The Egyp- 
tians were destroyed that Israel 
might be saved ; an illustration of 
the law of sacrifice. Prov. xi. 8 : 
"The righteous is delivered out 
of trouble, and the wicked cometh 
in his stead." Where see note. 

8eha, A province of Ethiopia, 
afterwards named Meroe. It was 



conquered by Cambyses, sharing 
the fate of Ethiopia. Sennacherib 
was drawn away from Judsea by 
his invasion of Ethiopia. Chaps, 
xxxvii. ; xx. 

4. Will I give men fiyr thee. Gron 
raises up and destroys nations, as 
it may best promote the welfare 
of His Churcn. 

5. Thy seed. Not only the 
scattered Jews, but all those from 
among the Gentiles who should 
believe on the Messiah. 

7. Called hy My Name. A 
child of God ; so Christians are 
called by the Name of Cheist. 

8. Bring forth. Addressed first 
to Cjrrus, and secondarily to the 
Messiah. 

Blind — deaf. Viz.* the Jews, 
hitherto obstinate and perverse. 
Acts xiii. 46 : "It was necessary 
that the word of God should first 
have been spoken imto you." 
Comp. S. Matt. x. 6. Others refer 
the words to the Gentiles. But 
see ch. xlii. 19. 

9. The Prophet asserts that 
none of the heathen gods could 
predict the future, or foretell His 
purpose respecting the Messiah. 

JP'orm,er things. See note ch. 
xli.22. 
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forth their witnesaeB, that they maj be jiutified : or let them bear, and 8a7, It 
IB truth. 10. Ye are My witneaees, aaith the Lord, and My serrant whom I 
have chosen : that ye may know and believe Me, and understand that I am 
He : before Me there waa n« QoD formed, neither shall there be after Me^ U. 
I, even I, am the Lobd ; and beside Me there is no saviour. 12. I have de- 
clared, -and have saved, and I have showed, when there was no strange god 
among you : therefore ye are My witnesses, aaith the Load, that I am Gk)D. 
13. Yea, before the day waa I am He ; and there is none that can deliver out 
of My hand : I will work, and who shall let it ? 14. Thus saith the Lord, 
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel ; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, 
and have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry ia in 
the ships. 15. I am tiie Lobd, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your 
King. 16. Thus saith the Lobd, Which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in 
the mighty waters ; 17. Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army 
and the power ; they shall He down together, they shall not rise : they are ex- 
tinct, ihey are quenched as tow. 18. Remember ye not the former thinga, 
neither consider the things of old. 19. Behold, I will do a new thing ; now it 
shall spring forth ; shall ye not know it P I will even make a way in the wil- 
derness, and rivers in the desert. 20. The beast of the field shall honour Me, 
the dragons and the owls : because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers 
in the desert, to give drink to My people, My chosen. 21. This people have I 
formed for Myself; they shall show forth My praise. 22. But thou hast 
not called upon Me, O Jacob ; but thou hast been weary of me, O IsraeL 
83. Thou haat not brought Me the small cattle of thy burnt-offerings ; neither 



Witnesses, Prophets. 

10. Ye, Israelites, are witnesses 
that I am God Almighty ; and so 
also is Mi/ servemt (xliL 1) Chbist, 
to Whom allprophecy looks for- 
ward. Comp. Eom. x. 4, 2 Cor. i. 20. 

No God formed, God is self- 
existent, original, independent. 

12. When there was 7iOt&c. I.e., 
When you had no strange god 
waong you, to whom you could 
refer My works. 

13. Jbet it, Marg.: "Turn it 
back." Hinder it. 

14. Sent, I.e., Cyrus and his 
armies. So Chbist was sent into 
the world. 

Ships, The Chaldaans gloried 
in the river which washed the 
walls and ran through the city of 
Babylon. Cyrus diverted the 
course of the river, and entered 
the town by its bed. 

15. Creator of Israel The 
founder of the New Israel, the 
Church of Chbist. 

16. God commemorates past 



benefits, as the deliverance &om 
Egypt, in order to confirm His 
promises for the future. 

18. The Lobd promises some 
deliverance much greater than any 
former mercy, viz., primarily the 
return from fiabylon, and then the 
Redemption wrought by Chbist. 

19. Way in the wilderness. Sal- 
vation in the Gentile world. 

Rivers, The waters of grace, 
or Apostolic preaching. 

20. Beast, &c. The heathens. 
" Praise the Lobd upon earth : ye 
dragons and all deeps . . . beasts 
and all cattle : worms and feathered 
fowls." Ps. cxlviii. 7, 10. 

21. This people. These Gen- 
tiles, who were as beasts before 
Me, I have made into a faithful 
people. S. Matt. iii. 9. 

22. God excludes all notion of 
merit on their part, showing that 
their deliverances were acts of un- 
merited favour. 

23. The small cattle, Marg,; 
" Lambs, or kids." 
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Kast thou honoured Me with thj sacrifioeB. I haye not couBed thee to aerve 
with an offering, nor wearied thee with incense. 24. Thou hast bought Me 
no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou filled Me with the &t of thy 
sacrifices : but thou hast made Me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied 
Me with thine iniquities. 25. I, even I, am He That blotteth out thy trans- 
gressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 26. rut Me 
in remembrance : let us plead together : declare thou, that thou mayest be 
justified. 27. Thy first &ther hath sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed 
against Me. 28. Therefore I have pro&ned the princes of the sanctuary, and 
have giyen Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches. 



Caused thee to serve. I have not 
demanded such ofiferings as would 
"be burdensome to you. See ver. 24. 

24. Sweet ca/ne. Used in in- 
cense, and imported £rom Arabia. 
Exod. XXX. 7, 23. 

Made Me to serve. Oppressed 
Me. So Chbist took upon Him 
the form of a servant, on account 
of our sins. 

25. For Mine own sake, "Not 
for your merits, but for My love 
and mercy. 

26. God bids them replyif they 
can. Comp. Mic. vi. 3, 4 ; jPs. li. 4. 

27. God shows that they have 



no answer. It was of His own 
free mercy that He saved them. 

First father. All thy ancestors, 
e.g., in the wilderness ; or Abra- 
ham, in worshipping idols, Josh, 
xxiv. 2; in douoting about the 
truth of the promise. Gen. xv. 8 ; 
and in denying his wife. Gen. xii. 
11 ; XX. 2. But it may refer col- 
lectively to the chief priests, whose 
character had been ungodly. 

Teachers, Either Moses and 
Aaron (See Numb, xxvii. 14), or 
generally ** priests." 

28. Profaned. Suffered to be 
profaned by the Babylonians. 



(Spip^attff* 



Epiphany denotes the manifestation, or showing forth, of Chbist to 
the Gentiles in addition to the Jews ; the revelation to all men of Him 
Who was from the beginning the Author of man's salvation. And the 
Lessons are chieflv occupied with showing who are the subjects of the 
new kingdom, which Jesus Chbist established. The glorious pro- 

Shecies of Isaiah point out what the world shall be when all its kmg- 
oms shall have become the "kingdom of our Lobd and of His 
Chbist," and meantime call upon us to obey the laws of the Gospel, 
and to value its high privileges. 

THE EPIPHAinr, OE THE MANIFESTATION OF CHEIST 
TO THE GENTILES. 

JjlNfaby 6. 

MOBITING. Isaiah Ix. 

ThU chapter sets forth the glory qf the Christian Church when the Gentiles 
are converted to the true religion. The spiritual ZUm is bidden to give that light 
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to others which she herseffhaa received; the cont/ertion of the world ia foretold, 
and the blessed time when God* s purpose to His Church shall be fulfilled, 

I. Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lobd is risen 
upon thee. 2. For, behold, the darkness shall co^er the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people : but the Lobd shall arise upon thee^ and His glory shall be seen 
upon thee. 3. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, anfi kings to the bright- 
ness of thy risine. 4. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see : all they gather 
themselyes together, they come to thee : thy sons shall come from &r, and thy 
daughters shall be nursed at thy side. 5. Then thou shalt see, and flow toge- 
ther, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged ; because the abundance of 
the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come 
imto thee. 6. The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of 
Midian and Ephah ; all they from Sheba shall come : they shall bring gold 



1. Arise, from thy affliction or 
thy sleep. It is addressed to the 
Church of Christ. Eom. xiii. 11, 
12;Eph.v. 14. 

Shine, Be the enlightener of 
others. 

Thi/ light He Who is the 
Light of flie world. S. John viii. 
12. 

Glory of the Lord. The Shechi- 
nah, the token of the Divine Pre- 
sence, which once rested upon the 
Tabernacle and the Temple, is 
now risen like the sun upon the 

Siritual Zion, and dwells therein, 
le star which led the magi to 
Chbist may also be adumbrated. 

2. Darkness, Sin, ignorance, 
and unbelief. 

The Lord, The " Sun of rigk- 
teousness." Mai. iy. 2. 

8. Shall come. As the three 
Eastern magi, following the star, 
came to Chbist. 

4. Sons. We are the sons who 
have come from far. Ephes. ii. 
13 : " Now in Chbist Jesus ye 
who sometimes were far off are 
made nigh by the Blood of 
Chbist." 

Daughters — nursed. Weak 
members shall be tenderly cared 
for in the Church. 1 Thess. ii. 7 : 
"We were gentle among you, 
even as a nurse cherisheth her 
children." 



5. Flow together. "Overflow" 
with joy, or with the abimdance 
of spiritual offspring. 

Shall fear. Shall be awe- 
struck. 

-Be enlarged. Shall sweU with 
delight. 

Abundance of the sea. The 
wealth and multitudes of distant 
nations. 

Forces. Mar^. : " The wealth." 
Perhaps " the mighty nations." 

6. Camels — dromedaries. The 
wealth and merchandise of Arabia 
shall be tributary to the Church. 
Midian was a son of Abraham and 
Keturah; Ephah was the eldest 
son of Midian. The names of the 
heathen nations nearest to Israel 
are used to denote heathens ge- 
nerally. 

Sheba. Probably in Abyssinia, 
whence the queen of that coun- 
try came to visit Solomon ; a type 
of the Gentile world coming to 
Chbist. Ps. Ixxii. 9, 10; "They 
that dwell in the wilderness shall 
kneel before Him: His enemies 
shall lick the dust. The kings of 
Tharsis and of the isles shall 
give presents. The kings of Ara- 
bia and Saba shall bring gifts." 
This was partially fdlfilled by the 
offerings of the wise men on this 
day. 8. Matt. ii. 11. 

Gold — incense. The gold, of 
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and incense ; and they shall show forth the praises of the Lobd. 7. All the 
flocks of Kedar shall he gathered together unto thee, the rams of Kehaioth 
shall minister nnto thee : they shall come up with acceptance on Mine altar, 
and I will glorify the house of Mv glory. 8. Who are these that fly as a cloud, 
and as the doyes to their windows P 9. Surely the isles shall wait for Me, 
and the ships of Tarshish first, to hring thy sons £rom fur, their silver and 
their gold with them, unto the Name of the Lobd thy Gk>D, and to the Holy 
One of Israel, hecause He hath glorified thee. 10. And the sons of strangers 
shall huild up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee : for in My 
-wrath I smote thee, hut in My &Y0ur haye I had mercy on thee. 11. There- 
fore thy gates shall he open continually ; they shall not he shut day nor night ; 
that men may hring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings 
may he hrought. 12. For the nation and kingdom that will not serye thee 
shaJl perish ; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. 13. The glory of Le- 
banon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to 
beautify the place of My sanctuary ; and I will make the place of My feet 



faith ; the incense, of sacrifice and 
devotion. 

7. Kedar — Nehaioth, These 
were the sons of Ishmael, and the 
fathers of a wandering tribe who 
dwelt in Arabia Deserta. The 
meaning is, that there shall no 
longer be any distinction between 
clean and unclean, between high 
and low : all shall ofler acceptable 
service in the Christian Cnurch, 
when "the desire of all nations 
shall come,^and" God "shall fill 
this house with glory,** (Ha^. ii. 7,) 
and the very body of man is sanc- 
tified by b^ing jomed unto God. 

8. As a cloud. Swiftly, or in 
great multitudes, as Heb. xii. 1. 

Doves. True believers are well 
compared to doves, from their 
love, gentleness, andharmlessness. 
S. Matt. X. 16 : " Be ye wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves.** 

Windows. Their dove-cotes, 
which the Church is. 

9. The isles. Heathen nations. 

Ships of Tarshish. The com- 
merce of the world shall aid in 
cai^pig the Gospel abroad. 

First, among the first, zealously. 

Silver — gold. Not only their 
material wealth, but eloquence 
and wisdom. 



10. Sons of strangers — their 
kings. As Cyrus and Darius gave 
means for the rebuilding of Je- 
rusalem, so Gentile kings and 
princes shall defend and serve the 
Church. 

I smote thee. God punished 
the Jewish Church once, but the 
call of the Gentiles shall prove its 
salvation. 

11. Open. Because now there 
will be no enemy to fear, and so 
many are pressm^ in from all 
quarters. "And 3ie gates of it 
[the heavenly city] slwdl not be 
shut at all by day.** Eev. xxi. 
25. 

Forces qfthe Gentiles. See ver. 
5. Eev. xxi. 26: "They shall 
bring the glory and honour of the 
nations into it.** The Church is 
Catholic. S. Matt, xxviii. 19: 
"Go ye, and teach all nations, 
baptizmg them." 

13. Olory ofLehanxm, &c. The 
noblest men, and the choicest pro- 
ducts, amon^ heathen nations. 
The allusion is to the materials of 
Solomon's temple. 

Flace of My feet. The mili- 
tant Church, the footstool of Gt)D*8 
feet. 1 Chron. xxviii. 2; Ps. 
cxxxii. 7. 
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glorious. 14. The sons alto of them that afflicted thee shall come bending 
unto thee ; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the 
soles of thy feet ; and they shall call thee, The city of the Lord, Ilie Zion of 
the Holy One of Israel. 15. Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so 
that no man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy 
of many generations. 16. Thou shalt also suck the milk of the GkntUes, and 
shalt suck the breast of kings : and thou shalt know that I the Lobd am thy 
Sayioub and thy Bedeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 17. For brass I will 
bring gold, and for iron I will bring silyer, and for wood brass, and for stones 
iron : I will also make thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. 
18. Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction 
within ,thy borders ; but thou shalt call thy walls Salyation, and thy gates 
Praise. 19. The sun shall be no more thy light by day ; neither for bright- 
ness shall the moon give light unto thee : but the Lobd shall be unto thee an 
ererlasting light, and thy GtOD thy glory. 20. Thy sun shall no more go 
down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lobjo shall be thine 
everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 21. Thy 
people a£o shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, 
the branch of My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified. 



14. Like her Loed, the Church 
shall te honoured by those who 
once persecuted and despised her. 
Pb. ex. 1 : " The Lobd said unto 
my Lobd : Sit Thou on My rigjht 
hand, until I make Thine enemies 
Thy footstool." 

Zion, When the ftdness of the 
Gentiles shall have come in, all 
Israel shall be saved (Eom. xi. 
26), and the Church shall be tri- 
timpliant in heaven. 

16. Went through thee. Lam. 
i. 4 : " The ways of Zion do mourn, 
because none come to the solemn 
feasts: all her gates are deso- 
late." The verse may refer to the 
early beginnings of the Christian 
Church. 

16. SucJc the milk, &c. Gentile 
kings shall contribute to support 
and sustain thee. Ch. xlix. 23. 

17. Everything in the Church 
shall have new grace, and shall 
minister to holy uses. Even the 
ignorant and unfeeling among 
men will become precious and 
serviceable to God's glory. Com- 
pare the description of New J eru- 
salem,Ilev. xxi., and 1 Kings x. 27. 

Exactors, Magistrates or Bi- 



shops. " I will give thee peaceful 
officers and righteous prelates." 

18. Salvation, Even Jbsxts, 
the Savioue. 

Praise, That all who enter in 
may praise the Lobd. 

19. This and the verses fol- 
lowing refer chiefly to the Hea- 
venly New Jerusalem, though 
they also teach that the light of 
the Church shaU never be put out. 
Eev. xxi. 23 : "And the city had 
no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in it ; for the glory 
of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof" Bev. 
xxii. 6. 

20. Shall be ended, Hev. xxi. 
4 : " God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes,*^ &c. " Blessed 
are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted." S. Matt. 
V. 4. 

^21. All righteouB, Bev. xxi. 
27 : " There shall in no wise enter 
into it anything that defileth, nei- 
ther whatsoever worketh abomi- 
nation or maketh a lie." The 
final separation shall then have 
been made. 

My planting, Ps. xcii. 12- 
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22. A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation : 
the IiOSD -mil hasten it in His time. 



" Such as are planted in the house 
of the LoBD shall flourish in the 
courts of the house of our God." 
1 Cor. iii. 9. The branch is in 
apposition with theif. 

22. Compare our Lord's para- 



bles of the grain of mustard seed 
and the leaven. 8. Matt. ziiL 31 
—33. 

Sis time. The Messiah's time. 
Or "its," i.e., the Church's, in 
<* the fulness of time." Gal. iy. 4. 



ETENiKa. Isaiah xlix. 

The Messiah is hers introdueed as Himself speakinfft and amwuncinff the 
office and design of His mission, • He shows that He was foreordained for this 
jmrposef and that though His work would seem to lack success owing to His 
r^ection by the Jews^ yet He should enlighten and bless all the nations qf the 
world, being Himself the Head of the new kingdom and the Mediator qf the 
J^ew Covenant. 

1. Listen, O isles, unto Me ; and hearken, je people, firom £su* ; The Lobd 
bath call^ Me from the womb ; from the bowels of My Mother hath He 
made mention of My Name. 2. And He hath made My mouth like a sharp 
sword ; in the shadow of His hand hath He hid Me, and made Me a polished 
shaft ; in His quiver hath He hid Me ; 3. And said unto Me, Thou art My 
servant, O Israel, in Whom I will be glorified. 4. Then I said, I have la- 
boured in vain, I have spent My strength for nought, and in vain : yet surely 



1. Listen, The Messiah has 
been rejected by His Own pecu- 
liar people, and now calls upon 
the heatnen to receive the offered 
salvation. 

Isles, Distant lands. 

Womb. I am one from among 
you, bom of a woman as you 
were, but named of God before 
I was conceived in the womb. S. 
Luke i. 31 ; S. Matt. i. 21. So S. 
Paul, to show that he had not in- 
truded unlawfully into the Apos- 
tolic office, savs, " God, Who se- 
parated me irom my mother's 
womb, and called me by His 
grace," Comp. Jer. i. 6. 

2. Mouth i Words, discourse. 
Chbist's words should pierce the 
heart like a sword, itev. i. 16: 
" Out of His mouth went a sharp 
twoedged sword." Comp. Heb. 
iv. 12. 

Mid, Chbist was hidden in the 



Divine foreknowledge till the ap- 
pointed time. Or it may allude 
simply to the Divine protection. 
S. Luke i. 35. 

Shaft. As the arrow pierces the 
outward man, so Chbist shall 
pierce the heart of the inner man. 

3. Servant. He "took upon 
Him the form of a servant." KiiL 
ii,7. 

Israel. I.e,, Messiah, called Is- 
rael, because He is one with His 
people, or the Head of the spiritual 
people of God. 

Glorified. By showing ]\fy love 
for man. S. John xvii. 4: "I 
have glorified Thee on the earth ; 
I have finished the work which 
Thou gavest Me to do." 

4. In vain. The Messiah speaks 
of the little fruit of His work 
among the Jews. " He came unto 
His Own, and His Own received 
Him not." 8. John i, 11. 
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H^ judgment is with the LOBD, and Ky work with My QoD. 5. And now, 
saith the Lobd That formed Me from the womb to be His servant, to bring 
Jacob again to Him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in 
the eyes of the Lobd, and My God shall be My strength. 6. And He said. 
It is a Ught thing that Thou shouldest be My servant to raise up the tribes 
of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel : I will also give Thee for a 
light to ihe Gkntiles, that Thou mayest be My salvation unto the end of the 
earth. 7. Thus saith the Lobd, the Eedeemer of Israel, and His Holy One, 
to Him Whom man despiseth, to Him Whom the nation abhorreth, to a ser- 
vant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of 
the Lobd, That is mithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and He shall choose 
Thee. 8. Tlftis saith the Lobd, In an acceptable time have I heard Thee, and 
in a day of salvation have I helped Thee : and I will preserve Thee, and give 
Thee for a covenant of the p^ploi to establish the earth, to cause to inherit 
the desolate heritages ; 9. That Thou mayest My to the prisoners, Go forth ; 
to them that are in darkness. Show yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, 



My work, Marg. : " reward." I 
have committed Ik^ canse to God, 
and He will give Me the reward 
of My labours. 

6. Saith, What Jehovah said 
is found in ver. 6 ; " It is a light 
thing," &c. 

Thomh Isrcutl he not Bettor : 
"But Israel was not gathered." 
Israel, to whom Chbist was first 
sent, rejected Him; yet, as He 
enjoyed the high favour and pro- 
tection of God, He received the 
glory of being the Savioue, not 
of the Jews only, but of the Gen- 
tiles also. Comp. Acts xiii. 46, 47. 

6. It is a light thing. The con- 
version of the chosen Israelites 
alone would be too small a reward 
for Thee. 

Preserved qf Israel, Those who 
were converted from among the 

Light, S. Luke ii. 32 : « A light 
to lighten the Gentiles." The pas- 
sage is quoted bv S. Paul (Acts 
xiu. 47) to show that the Messiah 
was destined to be the Savioub of 
the heathen. 

7. Despiseth, Ch.liii.2,3. The 
same terms are applicable to 
Chbist's early followers. S. Luke 
xxi. 17 ; S. John xvi. 2. 

The nation. I.e. the Jews. 



Servant of rulers, Chbist sub- 
mitted Himself to earthly magis- 
trates and governors, though He 
Himself was King of kings. 

Shall see. Viz. the fulmment of 
the Divine promise. 

Arise, from their seats to show 
Him honour. Ps. Ixxii. 11 : " All 
kings shall fall down before Him : 
all nations shall do Him service." 

8. The work of redemption is 
here supposed to be completed. 
Jehovah is still speaking to the 
Messiah. 

Acceptable time, A time of grace 
and mercy. This is quoted by S. 
Paul, 2 Cor. vi. 2. 

Covenant. Chbist is called the 
Covenant, because the new cove- 
nant to be made with the spiritual 
Israel depended on Him, and was 
to be ratified by Him. Ch. xlii. 6. 

JEstahlish the earth, A metaphor 
taken from the recultivation of the 
land after the return from capti- 
vity. ^ 

«i,^i/'^**'^f"*- Those who are 
holden with the cords of their 
sms." Prov. v. 22. 

Show yourselves. Come out of 
the darkness of sin, and reveal the 
inward light which Cheist haa 
given you. "^ 

Ways--high places. Without 
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and their pastores shall be in all high places. 10. They shall not hunger nor 
thirst ; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them : for He That hath meicy on 
them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall He guide them. U. 
And I -will make all My mountains a way, and My highways shall be exalted. 
12. Behold, these shall come from far : and, lo, these from the north and fipom 
the west ; and these from the land of Sinim. 13. Sing, O heavens ; and 
be joyful, O earth ; and break forth into singing, O mountains : for the Lord 
hath comforted His people, and will have mercy upon His afflicted. 14. But 
Son said, The Load hath forsaken me, and my Load hath forgotten me. 

15. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compas- 
sion on the son of her womb P yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 

16. Behold, I have grayen thee upon the pahns of My hands ; thy walls are 
oontfaiuaUy before Me. 17. Thy children shall make haste ; thy destroyers 
and they that made thee waste shall go forth of thee. 18. Lift up thine eyes 
round about, and behold : all these gather themselyes together, and come to 
thee. As I liye, saith the Lobd, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, 
as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth. 19. For thy 
waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall eyen now 
be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they that swaUowed thee up 
shall be far away. 20. The children which thou shalt haye, after thou hast 



foing out of their road they shall 
e fed with ^ace and true doc- 
trine. Hin&ances to salvation 
shall be removed. " The Lobd is 
my shepherd : therefore can I lack 
nothing." Ps. xxiii. 

10. This is similar to the ac- 
count of the bliss of the redeemed 
in B«v. vii. 16, 17. All their spi- 
ritual wants shall be supplied. 

Heat, Of natural desires. 

8un. Ofpersecution.Comp.PS. 
cxxi. 6; 1 Cor. x. 13; 2 Cor. iv. 
8—10. 

11. I will remove all hindrances 
from their path, and no difficulty 
shall be too great for them to over- 
come. Ch. :u. 4. The counsels of 
perfection shall be opened to them. 

12. Converts shall come in from 
every quarter of the globe. 

From far. From tne East. 
Sinim. " From the south coun- 
try." 

13. The powers of heaven and 
earth, or Angels and men, are 
called upon to rejoice at the ex- 
tension of Messiah's kingdom. 

14. Zion, The people of God, 
the congregation of saints. The 



language applies to the Chxurch in 
times of distress and persecution. 
16. Not forget thee, who art My 
Body, the Church of which I am 
the Head. 

16. I have arwoen thee, Chbist 
proves that He forgets not His 
Church by calling to mind what He 
suffered for her ; how His Hands 
were pierced through for her sake. 
The expression probably alludes 
in the nrst sense to the custom of 
puncturing the skin with some sign 
or representation of the temple, a 
practice still observed by pilgrims 
to the Holy Land. 

17. Shall make haste, I.e., to 
rebuild thee. As they were Jews 
who caused the destruction of 
Sion, so from Jerusalem sprang 
those who restored her. 

18. Thou shalt — clothe thee, 
Sion, the once widowed city, shall 
by the accession of the Gentiles 
be graced with new inhabitants, 
as a bride is decked with her orna- 
ments and marriage garments. 

20. The Church shall fill the 
place of the unbelieving Jews by 
a new and numerous oSpring ga- 
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lost the other, sliaU say again in tiiin« ean, The place is too strait for me : 
give place to me that I may dwelL 21. Then shalt thou say in thine heart. 
Who hath hegotten me these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, 
a captive, and removing to and fro P and who ha& brought up these ? Be- 
hol<t I was left alone; these, where had they been? 22. Thus saith the 
LOBD God, Behold, I will lift up Mine hand to the Gkntiles, and set up My 
standard to the people : and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy 
daughters shall be carried upon their shoulSrs. 23. And kings shall be thy 
nursing fiitbers, and their queens thy nursing mothers : they shall bow down 
to thee with their fiMse toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet ; 
and thou shalt know that I am the Lobd : for they shall not be ashamed that 
wait for Me. 24. Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful 
captive delivered ? 25. But thus saith the Lokd, Even the captives of the 
mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered : 
^or I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy 
children. 26. And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh ; 
and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine : and all 
flesh shall know that I the LosD am thy Sayioub and thy Bedeemer, the 
Mighty One of Jacob. 



thered from among the G-entiles. 
Comp. ch. Hy. 1, 2. 

21. In thine heart. As ihougli 
Bilent from exeess of astonishment 
and joy. 

22. Be not astonished, O Si<Hi ; 
it is I who beckon to the Gentiles 
to come. 

Standard, The Gross, roimd 
which the nations shall rally. 

23. This verse refers to the time 
when empires should become Chris- 
tian, ancL support and defend the 
true religion. Ps. xxL 1 : " The 
king shau rejoiee in Thy strength, 
O LoBD : exceeding glad shall he 
be of Thy salvation." 

2A, Sion asks with surprise how 
the prey shall be taken from the 
mighty conqueror; that is, how 
the world which was in captivity 
to Satan should be deliyered. 



Lawful captive. Because the 
world was delivered over unto 
Satan. S. Luke iv. 6. 

25. Captives of the mightif. The 
devil, like " a strong man armed^" 
kept his possessions in safety till 
Chbist came; but then the 
''stronger thaa he" overcame 
him, stiripped him of his goods, 
and "led captivity captive." S- 
Matt. xii. 29 ; S. Luke zL 21, 22. 

26. With their own flesh. The 
enemies of Sion shall be at war 
among themselves. Ps. xxvii. 2: 
"When the wicked, even mine 
enemies, and my foes, came upon 
me to eat up my flesh, they stum- 
bled and fell." Comp. Judg. viL 
22. 

Mighty one of Jacob, the Sap- 
planter, a type of Chbist, Who 
supplanted Satan. 



FIEST SUNDAY AFTEE EPIPHAITY. 

MoBNiNa. Isaiah xliv. 

Ood conrfortt His people with the assurance of mercy , showing them that false 
gods cannot hinder His purpose, and exposes the worthlessness <^ idols. 
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1. Yet now hear, O Jacob My serrant ; and Israel, irhom I faaye ohoaen : 
2. Thus eaith the Lobd That made thee, and formed thee from ^ae womb. 
Which will hdp thee ; fear not, O Jacob, My senrant ; and thou, Jesuron, 
wh<xn I have choeen. 3. For I will pour water npon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground : I will poor My Spurit upon thy seed, and My 
blessing upon thine offspring : 4. And they shall spring up as among the 
grass, as inllowB by the water courses. 5. One shall say, I am the Lord's ; 
and another shall call himself by the name of Jaoob ; and another shall sub* 
scribe with his hand unto the LosD, and surname himself by the name of 
IsraeL 6. Thus saith the Losd the King of Israel, and his Bedeemer the 
IJOBD of hosts ; I am the first, and I am the last ; and beside Me there is no 
God. 7. And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in ordeat for 
Me, since I appointed the ancient people ? and the things that are coming, and 
riiall come, let them show unto them. 8. Fear ye not, neither be afraid : 
hare not I told thee from that time, and have declared it ? ye are even My 
witnesses. Is there a 6k)D beside Me ? yea, there is no God ; I know not 
any. 9. They that make a graven image are all of them yanity ; and their 
delectable things shall not profit ; and they are their own witnesses ; they see 
not, nor know ; that they may be ashamed. 10. Who hath formed a god, or 



L Yet. Though thou hast sin- 
ned. 

Servant — chosen. The two great 
privileges of Israel, in that they 
served God, and were His elect. 
Mai. i. 2,3. 

Jacob signifies Ohbist in His 
Manhood, or the Church in her 
humiliation : Israel, Christ or 
the Church in glory. 

2. Jesurwn, The righteous ser- 
yant, or the justified man. 

3. Water. 8. John vii. 38, 39 : 
" He that believeth on Me, as the 
Scripture hath said, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living 
water. But this spake He of the 
Spirit, "Which they that believe on 
Him should receive." 

Thirsty — dry. The Gentile 
world, once unfruitful and with- 
out grace. 

Seed. Which shaU be bom again 
of water and of the Spirit in Holy 
Baptism. 

4. Ps, i. 3 : " He shall be like a 
tree planted by the water-side : 
that will bring forth his fruit in 
due season." 

6. Here is set forth the won- 
derful increase of the Church. 



By the name qf Jacob. Shall be 
baptized and caU himself a Chris- 
tian, and glory in the name. 

Subscribe. Shall sign his formal 
confession of fiuth, and not boast 
of his nationality, but shall de« 
light to call himself a Christian. 

6. The Gentiles come in because 
the Lobd is the true God, and haa 
revealed Himself as such. See 
note ch. xlL 4. 

No God. Because the Messiah 
is one God with the Fathsb and 
the Holt Spieit. 

7. Who shall foretell and ar- 
range the future, as I have done 
from the time when I selected the 
Israelites as My people P 

Let them. The idols, or idolaters. 

8. From that time. "Since I 
appoLuted the ancient people." 
Ver. 7. 

9. Delectable things. Theiridols, 
as bein^ made of precious n:iate- 
rials ana highly venerated. 

That they may be ashamed. This 
exposure of the foUy of idolatry 
should lead us to consider, whether 
we Christians do not too often set 
up idols in our hearts, and love the 
creature more than the Creator. 
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stretcheth forth the heavens alone ; That spreadeth abroad the earth bj My- 
self; 25. That frostrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh the diyinerB 
mad ; That tnmeth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish ; 

26. That confirmeth the word of His serrant, and performeth the counsel of 
His messengers ; That saith to Jerosalem, Thou shaft be inhabited ; and to the 
cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof : 

27. That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will diy up thy riyers : 28. That 
saith of Cyrus, He is My shepherd, and shall perform all My pleasure : even 
saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built ; and to the temple, Thy foundation 
shall be laid. 



25. Tokens of the liars. The 
signs and miracles of soothsayers, 
or false prophets. Jer. 1. 36. 

26. His servant. Primarily, 
Isaiah ; and secondarily, Chbist. 

Jerusalem. God foretells the 
restoration of Jerusalem, before 
even it was destroyed. So the 
spiritual Zion shall be replenished 
by the accession of Grentiles. 

27. The deep. Babylon, called 
" the desert of the sea." Ch. xxi. 
1. Or it may refer to the manner 



in which Babylon was taken, by 
diverting the course of the river 
Euphrates. 

28. Cyrus. Thus was Cyrus 
named, one hundred and fifty 
years beforehand, as the restorer 
of the Jews. He is a type of 
such Gentile princes as Constan- 
tine, &c. We are told that it was 
the knowledge of this prophecy 
that moved Cyrus to issue his de- 
cree. Ezra i. (Josephus, Ant. zi. 
1.3.) 



EvBNnra. Isaiah xlyi. 

7!%e idols qf Babylon should be overthroum, and God, Who had always treated 
His people like a tender Fat her , should still dtfend them^ and prove the worths 
lessness of false gods by the truth of His predictions, and the destruction qfidol 
worshippers. 

1. Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols were upon the beasts, and 
upon the cattle : your carriages were heavy loaden : they are a burden to 
the weary beast. 2. They stoop, they bow down together ; they could not 
deliver the burden, but themselyes are gone into captivity. 3. Hearken unto 
Me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, which 
are borne by Me from the belly, which are carried from tbe womb : 4. And 
even to your old age I am He ; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you : I 
have maide, and I will bear ; even I will carry, and will deliver you. 5. To 
whom wiU ye liken Me, and make Me equal, and compare Me, that we may be 



1. Bel, or Baal. A god of the 
Habylonians. 

ifebo. An idol of the Chal- 
deans. 

Boweth down. As Dagon before 
the ark. 1 Sam. v. 2—7. So 
as Christianity spread, heathen 
oracles and idol worship ceased. 

Were upon. Were carried away 



upon. C3rrus carried away the 
images found in Babylon as spoils. 

2. They. The idols. 

Burden. The images. The false 
gods could not protect the images 
which represented them. 

^. I am He. 1 am the same : 
My care and love are always over 
thee. " For this God is our God 
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like ? 6. They kyish sold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, and 
hire a goldsmith ; and he maketh it a god : they fi^ down, yea, they worohip. 
7. Tbey bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, 
flmd he standeth ; from his pkee shall he not remore : yea, one shall cry unto 
hun, yet can he not answer, nor save him out of his trouble. 8. Bemember 
this, and show yourselves men : bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors. 
9. Bemember &e former things of old r for I am 6k)D, and there is none else ; 
I am GtODy and there is none &e Me, 10. Declaring the end from the begin- 
ning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My 
counsel shall standi and I wiU do all My pleasure : 11. Galling a ravenous 
bird from the east, the man that ezecuteth My coimsel from a &r country : 
yea, I have spoken it^ I will ako bring it to pass ; I have purposed it, I wUl 
also do it. 12. Hearken unto Me, ye stout-hearted, that are fiur from righte- 
ousness : 13. I bring near My righteousness ; it shall not be far off, and My 
salvation shall not tany : and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel My glory. 



for ever and ever : He shall be our 
guide unto death." Ps. xlviii. 13. 

8. Bemember this. How idols 
axe made. 

Skow yourselves men. By using 
your reason. 

10. J^rom the beginning. Fore- 
telling the whole course of future 
evente. 

11. A ravenous bird. Cyrus, 
from the rapidity of his move- 



ments and the destruction which 
he spread. Heisatypeof Ghbist, 
the Star that arose m the East, 
the Man that came to do God's 
wiU. Ps. xl. 9, 10. 

12. Stout-hearted. Strong and 
stubborn against GrOD. 

13. Ibrinanear, God will make 
His truth plain by the fulfilment 
of His promises. 

Salvation. Even Jesus Christ. 



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

MoBNiNCI-. Isaiah IL 

God comforts His people by remmdmg them of their fbtmder, and assurmff 
them qf the estension of His kingdom^ and His Almighty power. However 
strong and numerous their enemies may hSj He will deliver them, and punish 
the oppressors, 

1. Hearken to Me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LoBD : 
look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye 
are digged. 2. Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare 
you : for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him. 3. For the 
!u>B33 shall comfort Zion : He will eomfort all her waste places ^ and He wiH 



1. Hearken to Me. The Lord 
ipeaks to the holy nation. 

Soch, Abraham, a type of the 
true Eoek, that is Christ. 

Sole (f the pit. ' Sarah, a type 
of the Chnrdk, the Spouse of 



Christ. He cannot have Christ 
for his Father, who has not the 
Church for Ms Mother. 

2. Him alone. When he waff 
but one. 

3. Zion. This shall be fully ac- 
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make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LoBD ; 
joy and gladness shall he found therein, thanksgiying, and the voice of melodr. 
4. Hearken nnto Me, My people ; and give ear nnto Me, O My nstion : for 
a law shall proceed from Me, and I will make My judgment to rest fer a light 
of the people. 5. My righteousness is near ; My salvation is gone forth, and 
Mine arms shall judge the people : the isles shall wait upon Me, and on Mine 
arm shall they trust. 6. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the 
earth heneath : for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the eacrth 
shall wax old like a garment, and they thaft dwell therein shall die in like man- 
ner : hut My salvation shall be for ever, and My righteousness shall not be 
abolished. 7. Hearken unto Me, ye that know righteousness, the people in 
whose heart is My law; fear ye not the re{nt)ach of men, neither he ye 
afraid of their reVilings. 8. For the moth shall eat them up like a gar^ 
menty and the worm shall eat them like wool : but My righteousness shall 
be for ever, and My salvation from generation to generation. 9. Awake, 
awake^ put on strength, O arm of the Lobd; auBke, as in the ancient 
days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Bahah, 
and. wounded the dragon ? 10. Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, 
the waters of the great deep ; that hath made the depths of the sea a way 
for the ransomed to pass over ? 11. Therefore the redeemed of the Lobd 
shall return, and come with singing unto Zion ; and everlasting joy shall be 
upon their head : they shall obtain gladness and joy ; and sorrow and moum- 



complished in the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, 

£den. The purification of man's 
nature, effected by the Messiah, 
sliall restore to him the lost bless-, 
ings of Eden. 

4. A law. The spiritual law of 
the Gospel. 

Judgment. By which GrOD de- 
creed the salvation of the world. 

5. My riakiecmsness* God will 
not delay the completion of His 
purpose, for Chbist, our Kighte- 
onsness and salvation, is about to 
come into the world. S. Lake ii. 
29, 30. 

Is g<me. In God's foreknow- 
ledge. 

Mine arms. G^d with His 
power. 

TTie isles. Distant nations. 

6. "Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but My words shall not 
pass away." 8. Matt. xxiv. 36. 
Comp. Ps. cii. 26, 27. 

7. Fear ye nuiU So the Apos- 
tles reioiced "that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame 



for Chbist's Name." Acts v. 
41. 

9. The people's grayer to God, 
whilst they eamesiJy longed for 
the coming of Cheist. 

Bahab. Meaning " insolence," 
or " fierceness," is a name given 
to Egypt. 

Dragon, The crocodile, an em- 
blem of the king of Egypt, " the 
great dragon that lieth in the midst 
of his rivers." Ezek. xxix. 3. So 
Chbist, the " arm of the Lord," 
bruised the serpent's head, and 
cast down the old dragon. 

10. Made the depths of the sea 
a way. The passage of the S>ed 
Sea by the Israelites, is a type of 
the redemption won by the blood 
of Cheist. 

11. The people express their 
confidence that their prayer is 
heard. 

Zion, The heafvenly Jerusalem. 

UpoQ^ their head. Like a festal 
crown; a heavenly, supernatural 
joy illuminating the countenance. 
See chap, xxxr, 10. 
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ing shall flee away. 12. I, even I, am He That comfortoth you : "who art 
thou, that thou shouldest he afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of 
man, which shall he made as grass ; 13. And forgettest the Lobd thj Maker, 
That hath stretched forth the heayens, and laid the foundations of the earth ; 
and hast feared continuallj eyerj day because of the fury of the oppressor, 
as if he were ready to destroy ? and where is the fury of the oppressor ? 14. 
The captiye exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, and that he should not die 
in the pit, nor that his bread should £bi1. 15. But I am the Lord thy QoD, 
That divided the sea, whose waves roared : The Lobd of hosts is His name. 
16. And I have put My words in thy mouth, and I haye covered thee in the 
shadow of Mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations 
of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art My people. 17. Awake, awake, 
stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk* at the hand of the Lobd the cup of 
His fury ; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembhng, and wnmg 
them out. 18. There is none to guide her among all the sous whom she hath 
brought forth ; neither is there amr that taketh her by the hand of all the sons 
that she hath brought up. 19. 'Inese two things are come unto thee ; who 
shall be sorry for thee P desolation, and destruction, and the fiunine, and the 
sword : by whom shall I comfort thee P 20. Thy sons have £unted, they lie 
at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net : they are full of the fury 
of the Lobd, the rebuke of thy God. 21. Therefore hear now this, thou 
afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine : 22. Thus saith thy Lobd the 
Lobd, and thy G-od That pleadeth the cause of His people. Behold, I have 



12. God's answer. "If God 
be for ns, who can be against ns P" 
Eom. viii. 31. 

JT, even I. "No longer by My 
Prophets, but by Myself. 

14. The captive exile. These 
words refer literally to the Jews 
in Babylon looking for speedy de- 
liverance; they express also the 
desire of all nations, captives to 
Satan, and exiles from Sion, to be 
freed from the pit of destruction, 
and fed with the bread of the 
Gospel. 

15. But I, Better, " For I am 
the Lobd," and am able to save 
now, as once I saved thee in 

16. I have put. This may be, 
as it were, Isaiah's commission.' 
But it refers chiefly to Chbist : 
" For He Wliom God hath sent 
BDeaketh the words of God." S. 



John iii. 34. Comp. Isa. xlix. 2. 
Heavens— earth. The new hea- 
vens and new earth. Ch. Ixv. 17 ; 



Kev. xxi. 1. I have inspired 

Thee, and protected Thee, that 

. Thou shouldest found the Church. 

17. Jerusalem is represented as 
overcome by the wrath of God as 
by drunkenness. 

Cwp of His fury. Ps. Ixxv. 9, 
10 : " For in the hand of the Lobd 
there is a cup, and the wine is red : 
it is full mixed, and He ponreth 
out of the same. As for the dregs 
thereof, aU the ungodly of tne 
earth shall drink them, and suck 
them out." 

19. Two thinqs. Desolation by 
famine, and destruction by the 
sword ; or, desolation and destruc- 
tion belong to the city, famine and 
the sword to the people. 

20. Jerusalem was trodden down 
by the Gentiles, and her child- 
ren dispersed in all parts of the 
world. 

21. Not with wine, but with tlie 
wrath of God, which is worse ten- 
fold. 
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taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, eren the dregs *of the cup of 
My faij ; thou shalt no more c&ink it again : 23. But I will put it into the 
ha^d of them that afflict thee ; which have said to thy soul, Sow down, that 
we may go over : and thou hast laid thj body as the ground, and as the stieet, 
to them that went oyer. 



22. No more. This is true of the 
Christiaii Church, against which 
the gates of hell shall not prevail. 



23. God will make His fdry to 
be felt by Satan and his angels, 
who have oppressed His people. 



ETEiiTN'a. Isaiah liii. 

TAis chapter, which deiaiU the sufferings and humiliation of the Messiahy is 
read also on Good Friday. It is appropriate at this season, as showing how 
Christ achieved Bis glory, and reminding us that we, like Him, must be made 
perfect through si{fering. 

1. Who hath beliered our report ? and to whom is th6 arm of the Lord re- 
vealed ? 2. For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root 
out of a diy ground : He hath no form nor comeliness ; and when we shall see 
Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. 3. He is despised and 
rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as 
it were our fiices from Him ; He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 4. 
Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows : yet we did esteem 
Him stricken, smitten of Q-OD, and afflicted. 5. But He was wounded for our 



1. The Prophet, speaJdng in his 
own person and in tne persons of 
the Apostles, laments the unbelief 
of the Jews and of a large por- 
tion of mankind, occasionedT by 
Chbist's deep humiliation. Eom. 
X. 16 ; S. John xii. 38. 

I%e arm. The power. " Who 
rightly perceives the manifesta- 
tion of God's power exhibited in 
the mission and work of the Mes- 
siah?" ICor. i. 24. 

2. He. The Messiah. Few be- 
lieve on Him, because they see 
TTim in mean and humble station. 

Btfore Sim. Before Jehovah, 
known' to Him, though unknown 
to the world. 

A root. A sucker from a root ; 
a sprout from the then lowly fa- 
mily of Jesse. Ch. xi. 1, 10. 

Dry grownd. *' Thou didst not 
abhor the Virgin's womb." 

J^at we should desire Sim. So 



that we should be attracted to- 
wards Him. 

3. We hid, as not caring to look 
on One so mean and so afflicted. 
We, the Jews. 

4. Se hath home. They were 
the sriefs and sorrows which we 
should have endured that He 
bore and took away. This pas- 
sage is quoted by S. Matthew 
(vui. 17), to prove that Cheist 
was foretold to be the healer of 
bodily infirmities, which indeed 
are the t^e and punishment of 
deeper spiritual ills. "He cast 
out the spirits with His word, and 
healed all that were sick : that it 
might be fulfilled which was 
spoken bjr Esaias the prophet, 
saying, Himself took our infini- 
ties, and bare our sicknesses." See 
also 1 S. Pet. ii. 24. 

We did esteem Sim stricken. 
Punished, that is, for His Own 
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transgreBsiona, JEe was bnuBed for our iniquitidB : the chastiBemeiit of our peace 
was upon Him ; and with His stripes we are healed. 6. -All we like sheep 
hare eone astray ; we have tvimed every one to his own way ; and the Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all* 7. He was oppressed, and He was 
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth : He is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His 
mouth. 8. He was taken firom prison and from judgment : and who shall de- 
clare His generation P for He was cut off out of the Lmd of the living : for the 
transgression of My people was He stricken. 9. And He made His grave 
with the wicked, and with the rich in His death ; because He had done no 
violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth. 10. Yet it pleased the Lord to 
bruise Him ; He hath put Him to grief: when Thou shut make His soul an 



sins, according to the common 
Jewish notion, that sreat suffer- 
ing denoted great guut in the suf- 
ferer. Comp. S. John ix. 2, 34 ; 
S. Luke xiii. 2. 

5. The chastisement qf our peace. 
The discipline or punishment by 
which our peace was secured, 
and we were reconciled to God. 
" For He is our peace." Eph. ii. 
14. 

6. The Lord hath laid on Sim, 
Because He Himself willed to 
bear the punishment of our ini- 
quities, as He said, "The cup 
which My Father hath given 
Me, shall I not drink itP^ S. 
John xviii. 11. 

7 — 8. This is the passage which 
the eunuch was reading when he 
was joined by Philip. Acts viii, 
32. Comp. 1 S. Pet. u. 23: "Who 
when He was reviled, reviled not 
again; when He suffered, He 
threatened not : but committed 
Himself to Him That ludgeth 
righteously." Gal. ii. 20 ; S. John 
X. 18. 

8. He was taken. I.e., to deatb, 
to the Cross. Or, was taken, i.e., 
up to heaven, as Conqueror. 

J?V<M» prison, " From confine- 
ment," or " by oppression." 

Judgment, A j udicial sentence. 
(In Acts viii. the Septuagint ver- 
sion is quoted. " By His numilia- 
tion His condemnation was taken 



away," i.e., He was justified. See 
Wordsworth on Acts viii. 32.) 

Generation, Duration. Cut off 
as man, He is still the Eternal 
God. 

^or. He is exalted as God- 
Man for ever, ovring to His hu- 
miliation. Phil. ii. 8, 9 ; Heb. ii. 9. 

Cut off, Dan. ix. 26: "Aifler 
three-score and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for 
Himself." 

My people. The Father speaks 
of the Son. 

9. With the toicJced. The sense 
is, "They appointed Him His 
grave with the wicked ;" for He 
was crucified between two thieves, 
and would have shared their burial. 
S. John xix. 31. 

And with the rich, "But He 
was with the rich after His death," 
being buried in the tomb of Jo- 
seph, " a rich man of Arimathssa." 
S. Matt, xxvii. 57. 

Because, Some translate " al- 
though," but unnecessarily. The 
reward of His innocence thus 
began. 

10. When Thou, The ftophet 
addresses Jehovah. Here begins 
the prediction of the final glory 
and triumph of Christ. 2 Cor. 
V. 21 : " He hath made Him to be 
sin for us [i.e., a sin offering], Who 
knew no sin." Comp. Heb. ix. 
14. 
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offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. 11. He shall see of the tra- 
Tail of His soul, and shall be satisfied : by His knowledge shaU Mj righteous 
servant justify many ; for He shall bear tneir iniquities. 12. Therefore will I 
diyide Him a portion with the great, and He shall diyide the spoil with the 
strong ; because He hath poured out His soul unto death : and He was num- 
bered with the transgressors ; and He bare the sin of manj, and made inter- 
cession for the transgressors. 



His seed. A niunerons spiri- 
tual posterity. Ps. xxii. 31 : " M v 
seed shall serve Him t they shall 
be counted imto the Lobd for a 
generation." 

Prolong Mis days. He liveth 
for ever, and His Clmreh shall 
never fail. S. John zii. 24. 

7^ pleasure. The will, the 
ooimsel of God concerning man's 
salvation. 

11. Jehovah is here speaking. 
Travail. He shall see the frmt 

of His labours. 

By Sis knowledge. "By the 
knowledge of Him," that know- 
ledge of God and Chbist, which 
is attended by all those things 
which are necessaiy to salvation ; 
which has in it love as weU as 
faith, and is indeed true wisdom. 
S. John xvii. 3: "This is life 
eternal, that they might know 
Iliee the only true God, and Je- 
sus Chbist Whom Thou hast 
sent." 

Justify. Make righteous. 

For Ae shall hear. The Mes- 
siah shall "justify" those who 
"know" Him, for He will take 
their punishment upon Himself. 

12. Chbist's spiritual victory 
over the world is described in the 
language of earthly triumphs. 



Will I divide. I.e., I will give 
Him the spoils of the great ones 
of the earth. Ps. ii. 8 : " Desire 
of Me, and I shall give Thee the 
heathen for Thine inheritance, and 
the utmost parts of the earth for 
Thy possession." S. Matt. viii. 
11 : " Many shall come from the 
east and west, and shall sit down 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of hea- 
ven." 

Great and strong may mean, 
the devil, and the Gentile na- 
tions. 

Because. His triumph is the 
reward of His sufferiM. 

Poured out, as a Victim, His 
Life-blood, and this of His own 
free wilL S. John x. 17, 18. 

Transgressors. He, the perfect 
example of obedience, was counted 
and punished as a rebeL S. Mark 
XV. 27, 28. 

Of many. I.e., of all men. Ver. 
6. Comp. S. Matt. xxvi. 28; Dan. 
xii. 2. 

Made intercession, not only by 
dying once for all upon the Gross, 
but by entering into heaven, there 
to appear in the presence of God 
for us. Heb. ix. 24 ; 1 S. John 
ii. 1 ; Hom. viii. 34. 
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THIED SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 
MoBNnro. Isaiah ly. 

T%u chapter contains an universat inmtation to all men to enter the Catholic 
Church, which Christ has purchased by His precious deaths and to embrace 
the salvation offered therein, 

1. Ho, erery one that thinteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money ; come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money 
and witiiout price. 2. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread ? and your labour for that which satisfieth not ? hearken diligently unto 
Me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in mtness. 

3. Incline your ear, and come unto Me : hear, and your soul shall Uye ; and I 
will make an eyerlasting coyenant with you, eyen the sure mercies of Dayid. 

4. Behold, I haye ffiyen Him for a witness to the people, a leader and com- 
mander to the people. 5. Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest 



1. S. John vii. 37 : " In the last 
day, that great day of the feast," 
[of Tabernacles, itself a type of 
the Incarnation,] "Jesus stood 
and cried, saying. If any man 
thirst, let him come imto Me and 
drink." Comp. Eev. xxii. 17 ; S. 
John iv. 13, 14. 

Tkirsteth, "Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be 
filled." S. Matt. v. 6. 

Waters, The blessings conse- 
quent upon the Incarnation, and 
especially the grace of Holy Bap- 
tism. 

Sat, Because Chbist is both 
the Water of life and the Bread 
of life. 

Wine, The precious Blood of 
Chbist, with reference to the 
Holy Eucharist. Milk, God's 
Word, now preached to all men. 
Wine is for the adyanced and more 
perfect; milk for babes, for the 
young and beginners. So wine 
and milk used to be giyen to the 
newly baptized. 

Trithout price, Grace is God's 
free gift, and Christ has paid the 
price. 



2. Wherefore, S. John vi. 27 : 
"Labour not for the meat that 
perishetii, but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of man shall give 
unto you." 

Fatness. Nourishing food. The 
grace and doctrine of tne Gospel. 

3. Live, "If thou wilt enter 
into life, keep the command- 
ments." This is Chbtst's rule. 
S. Matt. xix. 17. 

Sure mercies qf David. The 
mercies shown to David, which 
were surely pledged to Him by 
God. The promises of Christ s 
grace and eternal life to His fol- 
lowers. This is quoted by S. 
Paul (Acts xiii. 34) as a prophecy 
of Chbist's Eesurrection. Comp. 
Ps. Ixxxix. 2—4. 

4 Sim, The Messiah. 

A witness, to the truth. S. 
John xviii. 37. Comp. S. Matt, 
xidv. 14: "This gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness imto all 
nations." 

5. Thou, An address to the 
Messiah, speaking of the call of 
the Gentiles. 
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not, and nations tiiat knew not thee ehall nm nnto tSiee becauie of the Lobd 
thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel ; for He hath glorified thee. 6. 
Seek ye the Lord while He may he found, call ye upon Him while He is 
near: 7. Let the wicked forsace his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts : and let him return unto the Lobd, and He will hare mercy upon 
him i and to our Ck)D, for He will abundantly pardon. 8. For My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord. 9. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than 
your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts. 10. For as the rain oometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, and retumeth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, 
and bread to the eater : 11. So shall My word be that goeth forth out of My 
mouth : it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 12. For ye e^all 
go out with joy, and be led forth with peace : the mountains and the hills 
shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shaU 
clap their hands. 13. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and in- 
stead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree : and it shall be to the LoBD 
for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 



Math glorified. S. John xvii. 1 : 
" Glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son 
also may glorify Thee." 

6. Jrkile He may hefov/nd. As 
the Jews had their time of visita- 
tion, 80 has each Christian soul. 
And if this be not improved, it 
may never return. S. Luke xix. 
44; 2Cor. vi. 2. 

Near, S. James iv. 8 : " Draw 
nigh to God, and He will draw 
nigh to you." 

8. For, Do not judge of My 
ways in pardoning sinners by 
your own feelings or habits; 
"for My thoughts are not your 
thoughts," &c. Eom. xi. 33 : " O 
the depth of the riches botli of 
the wisdom and knowledge of 
God ! how unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past 
fincung out !" 

11. Mjf Word. Either the Gos- 
pel, or dnsiBT the Word of God. 

Void. Without fruit. 

12. Go out, out of the devil's 



power and kingdom. "He brought 
forth His people with jov, and 
His chosen with gladness. Ps. 
cv. 42. 

Mountairis and the hills, Fs. 
cxiv. 1, 4: "When Israel came 
out of Egypt . . . the moimtains 
skipped like rams, and the little 
hills like young sheep." 

13. Instead of the thorn. This 
refers to the change which the 
Gospel shall effect in man's mohft 
nature; how that the most un- 
promising among men shall own 
its power, even as Chbist speaks 
of tne publicans and harlots press- 
ing into the kinedom (S. Matt. 
XXI. 31), and the nrstfruits of His 
Passion was the penitent thief. 
See on chap. xli. 19. 

It shall be. I.e., all that has 
been said of the effects of the 
Gospel. 

Stan. Token, memorial. An 
everlasting monument of the glory 
of Chbist. 



EvBNiNa. Isaiah IvL 

Christians are bidden to exercise the powers eortferred by the Incamaiion 
upon human nature. There is work for a//, even the most feeble and seemingly 
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barren, in ike Ckurek. But ike ehi^fki and ehtmbarmg shall be r^eeted, even 
me the ehoeen people were cut off* 

1. Dius taith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justioe : for Mj salva- 
tlon is near to oome, and My righteouanefls to be revealed. 2. Blessed is the 
man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it ; l^at keepeth 
the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his Itand from doing any eriL 3. 
Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the Lord, 
speak, saying. The Lord hath utteriy separated me from His people : neither 
let theemiuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree. 4. For thus saith the Lord unto 
the eunuchs that keep My sabbaths, and choose the things that please Me, and 
tske hold of My oorenant ; 5. Bren unto them will I give in Mine house 
and within My walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters : 



1. Keepye judgment and do 
justice. Thu includes aU Chris- 
tian virtues. Mic. vi. 8 : " He 
hath showed thee, O man, what is 
good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to wallc 
humbly with thy GodP" 

Salvation — righteoitsness. These 
words refer primarily to the deli- 
yerance of the Jews, from Baby- 
lon, but more especially to the 
deliverance wrought by Christ, 
" Who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption." 
1 Cor. i. 30. 

2. 2%w. Namely, keeping the 
Sabbath and refraining from evil. 
The former contains obedience to 
the first Table; the latter, obe- 
dience to the second. 

Sabhath, The observance of 
the Jewish Sabbath was a cere- 
monial obligation, and ceased with 
the abrogation of the other Jewish 
rites; but the observation of a 
day of rest in the week, and of 
other holidays, appointed by the 
Church, is a moral law, which is 
to last till the end of the world. 

3. Son of the stranger. The 
proselyte. Cornelius, though not 
a proselyte, was the first Gentile 
aomittea into the Christian Church. 
" For God is no respecter of per- 
sons : but in every nation he that 



feareth Him, and worketh righ- 
teousness, is accepted with Him." 
Acts z. 34, 35. Compare the case 
of the centurion in the Gospel for 
this day. 

Separated me from His people, 
Comp. Deut. vii. 1, sqq. ; xiiii. 3. 

Eunuch, Such as the cham- 
berlain of Queen Candace, Acts 
viii. 27. Such persons, by the 
law of Moses, could not be en- 
rolled in the con^egation of the 
LoBD. Deut. xxiii. 1. But now 
" as many ojF you," says S. Paul 
to the Galatians (iii. 27) " as have 
been baptized into Chbist have 

5ut on Christ. There is neither 
ew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond Dor free, there is neither 
male nor female : for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus. And if ye 
be Christ's, then are ye Abra- 
ham's seed, and heirs according to 
the promise." See S. Matt. xix. 12. 

4, 6. Wisd. iii. 14 : " Blessed is 
the eimuch, which with his hands 
hath wrought no iniquity, nor 
imagined wicked things against 
God : for unto him shall be given 
the special gift of faith, and an in- 
heritance in the temple of the 
Lord more acceptable to his 
mind." The propnet by eunuchs 
means also the continent, the 
pure, and virgins. 

5. Name, The name of children 
of God. 
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I will giye them an eyerjasting name, that ehall not be cat off. 6. Also the 
sons of the stranger, that join themselyes to the Lobd, to serye Him, and to 
loye the Name of the Lobd, to be His seryants, eyery one that keepeth the 
sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of My coyenant ; 7. Even them 
-will I bring to My holy mountain, and make them joy&l in My house of 
prayer : their burnt-offerings and their sacriiBces shall be accepted upon Mine 
altar ; for Mine house shaU be called an house of prayer for all people. 8. 
The IiOBi> God Which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Tet will I gather 
others to Him, beside those that are gathered unto Him. 9. All ye beasts of 
the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest. 10. His watchmen 
are blind : they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark ; 
sleeping, lying down, loying to slumber. 11. Yea, they are greedy dogs which 
can never haye enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand : they 
all look to their own way, eyery one for his gain, from his quarter. 12. Gome 
ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink ; 
and to-morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant. 



7. Holymountain, The Church 
of Chbist. 

Burnt offerings. Eucharists 
now offereaby Gentile priests. 

Sacrifices, of praise, prayer, and 
ihanksgiying. . 

Mine house— ^people. Quoted 
by our Lobd (S. Mark xi. 17) to 
prove that the Temple was not 
meant to be a place of traffic. It 
shows further that the Christian 
Church is designed to be Catholic. 
Mai. i. 11 ; "In every place in- 
cense shall be offered unto My 
Name, and a pure offering." 

9. The prophet here predicts 
the invasion of the land of Israel 
by the Chaldseans and other ene- 
mies. He thus warns the children 
of the new kingdom against indo- 



lence, self-indulgence, avarice, and 
luxury, the vices which brought 
down God's vengeance on the 
earlier Church, 

Come to devour. Viz., gainsay, 
ing Israel. Comp. Jer. xii. 7, 9. 

10 — 12. The reason why Israel 
is devoured. 

10. His watchmen. The Scribes 
and Pharisees, whom Chsist calls 
" fools and blind." S. Matt, xxiii. 
17. See also S. Matt. xv. 14. 

Dumb doas, who do not raise 
their voice for their Master's fold 
when attacked by wolves. 

11. JFVom his quarter. Per- 
haps " from every quarter," from 
the highest to the lowest. Let us 
Christians then watch and be 
sober. 1 S. Pet. iv. 7 ; v. 8. 



FOUETH SUNDAY AFTEE EPIPHANY. 

MoRNiNa. Isaiah lyii. 

Careless of the innocent blood shed in Jerusalem^ the Jews had given them' 
selves up to idolatry, worldliness, and all kinds of wickedness ; therrfore they 
should be heavily punished : yet God would bless the faithful and penitent. The 
chapter is connected with the preceding one, and is read as a warning to the 
Gentile Church which has succeeded the Jewish, according to the Apostle's 
words, Bom. si, 20 — ^22. 
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1. The righteous periaheth, and no num lajeth it to heart : and merciful 
men are taken awaj, none considering that the righteous is taken away from 
the eyil to come. 2. He shall enter into peace : they shall rest in their beds, 
each one walking in his uprightness. 3. !But draw near hither, ye sons of the 
sorceress, the seed of the adulterer and the whore. 4. Against whom do ye 
sport yourselyes ? against whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out we 
tongue? are ye not children of transgression, a seed of felsehood, 5. En- 
flamine yourselyes with idols under eyery green tree, slaying the children in 
the yuleya under the difts of the rocks ? 6. Among the smooth stones of 
the stream is thy portion $ they, they are thy lot : eyen to them hast thou 
poured a drink offering, thou hast offered a meat offering. Should I receiye 
comfort in these? 7. Upon a lofty and high mountain hast thou set thy 
bed : eyen thither wentest thou up to offer sacrifice. 8. Behind the doors 
also and the posts hast thou set up thy remembrance : lor thou hast disco- 
yered thyself to another than Me, and art gone up ; thou hast enlarged thy 
bed, and made thee a coyenant with them ; thou loyedst their bed where thou 



1. The righteous perisheth. This 
may refer principally to the time 
of Manasseh, who "filled Je- 
rusalem with innocent blood" 
(2 Kin^s xxi. 16) ; but it also 
looks ^rward to the death of 
Cheist, " the just One." 

Merciful men, Marg. : " Men 
of kindness," or " godliness." 

2. Peace, The peace of the 
grave. Or, as marg. : " He sball 
go in peace." So in the Nunc 
JXtnittis : "Loed, now lettest 
Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace." 

JBeds, Graves. The death of 
the just is called " sleep." Acts 
vii. 60. 

^ach one walking. Every one 
who walketh uprightly. 

3. Sons of the sorceress. Sor- 
cerers, practisers of witchcraft. 
2 Kings xxi. 6. 

Seed of the adulterer. Unwor- 
thy to be called children of Abra- 
ham, adhering to others than the 
true God. Comp. S. John viii. 
41, 42. 

4. Sport yourselvest as the Jews 
derided Cheist. S. Mark xv. 19, 
20. So Ps. XXV. 21 : " They gaped 
upon Me with their mouths, and 
said, Fie on Thee." S. Matt, 
xxvii. 39, 40. 



6. Enjlaming yourselves. Tak- 
ing everv means to heighten your 
passion for idolatnr. 

Slaying the children, 2 Kin^s 
xvii. 10. " Yea, they offered their 
sons and their daughters unto 
devils." Ps. cvi. 86, 37. 

6. Among the smooth stones. 
They appear to have consecrated 
and worshipped stones polished 
by the running waters. 

Receive contort in. Endure, al- 
low, be pacified by. 

7. God speaks of the idolatrons 
Jews as shameless whoremongers 
and adulterers. 

Bed. I.e., altar. 

8. Thy remembrance. I.e., the 
memorial of thy idol worship. 
Comp. Ezek. viii. 3 : " He . . . 
brought me ... to the door of 
the mner gate that looketh to- 
ward the north; where was the 
seat of the image of jealousy, 
which provoketh to jealousy." 
The Jews not only worshipped 
idols in public, but had private 
images in their own homes, and 
even profaned the Temple with 
Baal worship. 

Wh.ere thou sawest it. Thou 
hadst no shame, but wast always 
eager and ready for adidtery, tKat 
is, for idolatry. 
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sawest it. 9. And thou wentest.to the king with ointment, and didst mcreaae 
thy perfumes, and didst send thj messengers far off, and didst debase thyself 
eren imto hell. 10. Thou art wearied in the greatness of thy way ; yet soidst 
thou not, There is no hope : thou hast found we life of thine hand : therefore 
thou wast not grieved. U. And of whom hast thou been afraid or feared, 
that thou hast lied, and hast not jremembered Me, nor laid it to thy heart P 
have not I held My peace even of old, and thou fearest Me not ? 12. I will 
declare thy righteousness, and thy works ; for they shall not profit thee. 13. 
When thou criest, let thy companies delirer thee ; but the wind shall carry 
them all away ; yanity shall take them : but he that putteth his trust in Me 
shall possess the land, and shall inherit My holy mountain ; 14. And shall 
say, Oftst ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stumbling-blook out of 
the way of My people. 15. For thus saith the high and lofty One That inha- 
biteth eternity. Whose Name is holy ; I dwell in the high and holy place, with 
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to reyive the spirit of the 
hiunble, and to reyive the heart of the contrite ones. 16. For I will not con- 
tend for ever, neither will I be always wroth : for the spirit should fsul before 
Me, and the souls which I have made. 17. For the imquity of his ooyetous- 



9. The hmg, either of Assyria 
or Egypt, as in Hos. xii. 1 : " Tkej 
do inak:e a covenant with the As- 
gpians, and oil is carried into 
Egypt." Or "the king" may 
mean an idol, as Moloch. They 
had adorned themselves like har- 
lots in order to be acceptable to 
their false god. 

Send thy messengers, to make 
new alliances, or to import new 
forms of idolatry. Ezek. xxiii. 

10. Thou art wearied. Wisd. 
V. 7 : " We wearied ourselves in 
the way of wickedness and de- 
struction." 

Hiy wm. Thy life and labour 
in multiplying idols. 

There is no hope. Therefore I 
wiU rest; I will cease from my 
vain toil. 

Thou hast found the l\fe of thine 
hand. Thou hast had world- 
ly prosperity, thou art satisfied 
with mmding the things of the 
flesh. 

11. Thou hast lied. I. e., been 
false to Me. 

I held My peace, Wisd. xi. 21: 
''Thou winkest at the sins of 



men, because they should amend." 
Comp. Ps. 1. 21. 

12. Thy righteousness. Ironi- 
cally. 

13. Let thy companies. Thy 
allies, or thy many idols. Jer. u. 
28 : " Where are thy gods that 
thou hast made theeP let them 
arise, if they can save thee in the 
time of thy trouble : for accord- 
ing to the number of thy cities 
are thy gods, O Judah." See 
Deut. xxxiii. 37, 38. 

Vcmity. The slightest breajQi 
shall take them ofi* iBce chaff. 

14. Cast ye up. "Prepareye 
the way of the Lobd, make His 
paths straight." S. Matt. iii. 3. 

16. Ps. ciii. 9, 14: "He will 
not alway be chiding; neither 
keepeth He His anger for ever." 
" For He knoweth whereof we are 
made ; He remembereth that we 
are but dust." 

The spirit should fail. Men 
would be utterly consumed. Ps. 
cxxx. 3 : " If Thou, LoBD, wilt be 
extreme to mark what is done 
amiss : O Lobd, who may abide 
itP" 

17. Sis. Israel's. 
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ne80 wtm I wroth, and smote him : I hid Me, and was wroth, and he went on 
frowardlj in the way of his heart. 18. I ha,Ye seen his wajs, and will heal 
him : I will lead him also, and restore comforts imto him and to his mourners. 
19. I ereate the fruit of the lips ; Peace, peace to him that is &r off, and to 
him that is near, saith the Lobd ; and I will heal him. 20. But the wicked 
are like the troubled sea, when it cannot re^t, whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt. 21. There is no peace^ saith mj Gk>D, to the wicked. 



I hid Me — and he went on. Tins 
was his punishment. Ps. Ixxxi. 
12. 

18. His ways. His repentance. 
Or it may be, his errmgs and 
str^ings. 

Mis mourners, "Blessed are 
they that mourn : for they shall 
be comforted." S. Matt. v. 4. 

19. I create the fruit ^ the 
lij)s, I ftdfil that which I pro- 
mise; or, I reward prayer. Or 
it means, I give new cause for 
thanksgiving, which S. Paid (Heb. 



xiii. 16) calls "the fruit of the 
Hps." 

Far off, Eph. ii. 13, 14, 17 : 
"Now in Chsist Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made 
nigh by the Blood of Christ. 
For He is our peace. Who hath 
made both [Jew and Gentile] one, 
and hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us. . . . 
And 'came and preached peace to 
you which were far off, and to 
them that were nigh." Comp. 
Acts ii. 39. 



EvEKHro-. Isaiah lyiii. 

God bids His ambassadors show the people that no amount of external service 
will win His favour, unless it be accompanied with inward devotion and charity, 

1. Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show My 
people &eir transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. 2. Yet they 
seek Me daily, and delight to know My ways, as a nation that did righteous* 
ness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God : they ask of Me the ordi- 
nances of justice ; they take delight in approaching to God. 3. Wherefore 
have we fasted, say they, and Thou seest not ? wherefore have we afflicted our 
soul, and Thou takest no knowledge ? Behold, in the day of your fiswt ye find 
pleasure, and exact all your labours. 4. Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, 



1. My people, Not utterly cast 
off, thougk transCTessors. 

2. Seek Me, They draw nigh 
unto Me with their lips, while their 
heart is far from Me. Ch. xxix. 13. 
. The ordinances of justice. As 
thoug^h they could say with good 
conscience like the Psalmist : 
" Judge me, O Loed ; for I have 
walked in mine integrity. . . . 
Examine me and prove me ; try 
my reins and my heart." Ps. 
xxvi. 1, 2. Or, they ask how My 
judgments are righteous. Where 
IS tne justice of them P . approach- 



ing God only to dispute His jus- 
tice. 

3. Wherefore, They think that 
such outward abstinence gives 
them a claim upon God's favour. 

Behold, This is one reason why 
their fasting was not acceptable. 

Ye find pleasure. Ye indulge 
your evil lusts and appetites. 

Labours. "Things wherewith 
ye grieve others," Marg. ; such as 
aebts due to them from the poor, 
and the work of their servants. 

4. Ye fast for strife. Such a 
fast Jezebel proclaimed in Ahab's 
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and to smite with the flat of wickedness : je shall not fiwt as je do this day, 
to make jour voice to be heard on high. 5. Is it such a mst that I have 
chosen ? a day for a man to afflict his soul ? is it to bow down his head as a 
bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him P wilt thou call this a 
fiist, and an acceptable day to the Lobd P 6. Is not this the &st that I haye 
chosen ? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to 
let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke ? 7. Is it not to deal 
thy bread to the hungry, and that thou biing the poor that are cast out to thy 
house ? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him ; and that thou hide 
not thyself from thine own flesh P 8. G^ien shall thy light break forth as the 
morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily : and thy righteousness 
shall go before thee ; the glory of the Lobd shall be thy rereward. 9. Then 
shalt thou call, and the Lobd shall answer ; thou shalt cry, and He shall say, 
Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting 



name, in order to ^ve occasion 
for the murder of Naboth. 1 Zings 
xxi. 9. Or, Ye fast, that ye may 
have leisure, and opportunity for 
arranging and carrying out your 
eyil designs. 

Tomakeyawr voice to he heard 
on high. To get praise of men, 
like the hypocrites reproved by 
our Lobd (S. Matt. vi. 6), who 
loved "to prav standing in the 
synagogues ana in the comers of 
tne streets." Or, So that your 
violence and oppression cause a 
cry to be heard on high, to come 
up unto the ears of GtOd. 

5. To afflict his soul. Fasting 
is not an end, but a means ; and 
it is of no use to punish the body, 
unless we cive up our will to God, 
and do wnat is pleasing in His 
sight. 

Under him. That is, for his 
bed. 

6. Bands of wickedness. Wick- 
ed contracts, whether of illegal 
servitude or usury. Comp. Lev. 
XXV. 37, 4L S. Matt. v. 42: 
"Give to him that asketh thee, 
and from him that would borrow 
of thee turn not thou away." 

Kearny burdens. Of hard la- 
bour. 

Go free. This refers probably 
to the Jewish laws of servitude, 



by which every Hebrew servant 
was set free on the seventh year, 
and every slave whatsoever in the 
year of jubilee. See Lev. xxv. 
Yoke, See note, ver. 9. 

7. Thy bread. What is rightly 
and lawfully thine. Comp. Job 
xxxi. 16—22. 

Thine own flesh, Kindred, or 
fellow men. For we are all 
" members one of another." Eom. 
xii. 5. So at the day of judgment 
Chsist shall reward such works 
of mercy, saying, "Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these My brethren, ye 
have done it unto Me." S. Matt, 
xxv. 34—40. 

8. To those who listen to His 
warning, God gives renewal, il- 
lumination, and a sound mind. 

Thy light. Prosperity after 
their night of adversity. 

Thy righteousness. Thy obe- 
dience and holiness. 

Bereward, To uphold thee. 
There is an allusion to the pillar 
of fire in the wilderness. Exod. 
xiii. 21 ; xiv. 19. 

9. The yoke. The symbol of 
oppression. Or it may mean the 
chain of sin, "the bond of ini- 
quity." Acts viii. 23. 

Putting forth of the finger. 
Either in mockery, or in menace. 
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forth of the finger, and speaking yanitrf ; 10. And if thou draw out thj soul 
to the hunffiT, and satisfy the afflicted soul ; then shall thy Hght rise in ob- 
scurity, and uij darkness be as the noon day : U. And the Lobd shall guide 
thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make ht thy bones : and 
thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose wators 
fiul not. 12. And tiiey that sluill be of thee shall build Uie old waste places : thou 
shalt raise up the foundations of many generations ; and thou shidt be called. 
The repairer of the breach. The restorer of paths to dwell in. 13. If thou 
turn away thy foot from the sabbath, firom domg thy pleasure on My holy day ; 
and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lobd, honourable ; and shalt 
honour Him, not doing thme own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor 
speakin§^ thine own words : 14. Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lobd ; 
and I wiU cause thee to ride upon the high places of the eaiiih, and feed thee 
with the heritage of Jacob thy &ther : for the mouth of t^e LOBD hath 
spoken it. 



Vanity, Falsehood, wicked- 
ness. 

10. DroAo out thy soul. Show 
sympathy unto, and give with a 
cheerful mind. 2 Cor. ix. 7. 
Others translate, " Eeach forth to 
the hungry thy desire," i.e., thy 
morsel. 

Light — obscurity. Prosperity, 
adversity. 

12. Waste places. The bless- 
ings which the Jews had despised 
are handed on to the Christian 
Church, which is " built upon the 
foundation of Apostles and Pro- 
phets, Jssijs Chsist Himself be- 
mg the chief comer-stone." Eph. 
ii. 20. 

Of many gefierations, which had 
lasted long. 

13. Turn away thy foot. Em- 
ploy not thy feet on me Sabbath 



in ordinary works. The faithful 
Christian will make every day a 
Sabbath, a da^ of rest from doms 
after the desires of the camiu 
mind. 

14. I will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places qf the earth, 
I will make thee rise superior to 
the fairest allurements of earth. 
Or, as in Deut. xxxii. 13, the same 
phrase is used with reference to 
the possession of the mountainous 
country of Judsea, it may refer 
here to heaven, the Chnstian's 
promised land. 

Jacob thy father, 4-S He who 
has the faitii of Abraham is called 
the son of Abraham (Bom. iv. 11 ; 
Gal. iii. 7), so he who gets the 
better of (supplants) his sins is 
called the son of Jacob, the sup- 
planter. 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTEE EPIPHANY. 

MoBNiNa. Isaiah lix. 

** Israel after the fleth** failed and steered because they sinned against God : 
they confess this themselves ; and God desires to save them, and will send the 
Redeemer to Zion to deliver all who turn to Him. There is a warning here to 
the Christian Churchy which would ere this have converted all the world, but 
for its back'Hdinga and lukewarmness. 
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1. Behold, the Lobd's hand is not shortened, that it cannot saye : neither 
His ear heavy, that it cannot hear : 2. But your iniquities hare separated 
hetween you and your Gk)D, and your sins have hid His &ce from you, that 
He will not hear. 3. For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers 
with iniquity ; your lips have spoken lies, your, tongue hath muttered per- 
yerseness. 4. None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth : they trust 
in vanity, and speak lies ; they conceive mischief^ and bring forth iniquity. 
5. They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the spider's web : he that eateth 
of their eggs dieth, and that wMch is crushed breaketh out into a viper. 6. 
Theur webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with 
their works : their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in 
their hands. 7. Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent 
blood : their thoughts are thotiffhts of iniquity ; wasting and destruction are 
in their paths. 8. The way of peace they know not ; and there is no judg- 
ment in their goings : they have made them crooked paths : whosoever goem 
therein shall not know peace. 9. Therefore is judgment far from us, neither 
doth justice overtake us : we wait for light, but behold obscurity ; for bright- 
ness, but we walk in darkness. 10. We grope for the wall like the blind, and 



1. Not shortened. As though 
the Jews had called God's power 
in question, because they were not 
saved. 

2. Separated, like a wall, or a 
thick cloud. 

3. Sands, Isaiah speaks of all 
their members being used in wick- 
edness, hands, fingers, lips, tongue, 
feet. Comp. Rom. iii. 13-— 15. 

Blood, All this was true no 
less of the Jews of our Savioue's 
time, who were stained above all 
with the Blood of Christ, and 
spake blasphemous words against 
Him. 

- 4. None calleth for justice. 
Brings a snit with justice. 

Conceive mischief. That which 
is conceived, or planned, and that 
wMch is brought forth, or exe- 
cuted, are of the same kind. Job 
XV. 35 ; Ps. vii. 15. 

6. Cockatrice* effffs. Poisonous 
counsels. S. Matt. lii. 7 ; xxiii. 33 : 
"'Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers." 

Weave the spiders weh. Plans 
useless for all good purposes. 

Eateth (f their eggs. Acquiesces 
in their counsels. 



That which is crushed. Their 
plans when fully developed. 

6. OCheirwehs. They shall never 
clothe them with the righteousness 
of Cheist, nor cover their souls* 
nakedness. 

7, 8. Comp. Ps. X. 7 ; cxl. 3 ; 
Eom. iii. 15 — 17. 

7. Innocent blood, "Jerusalem, 
thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto 
Aee." S. Matt, xxiii. 37, 36. 

8. They know not. For they re- 
jected the Prince of Peace. Comp. 
S. Luke xix. 42 — 44. 

Judgment, Justice. Ver. 14. 
Crooked, Not straightforward 
and honest. 

9. The people confess their mi- 
sery and sin, the Prophet thus 
showing the way of repentance. 

Judgment, Vengeance on the 
adversary. 
Justice, God's protection. 
Light, Divine consolation. 

10. Blind, Blindness is the 
punishment of sin. So Moses 
threatened the Israelites, if they 
proved disobedient. Dent, xxviii. 
28, 29 : " The Lobd shall smite 
thee with madness, and blindness. 
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we grope aa if we had no eyee : we Btumble at noon daj as in the night ; we 
are in desolate places as dead men. 11. We roar all like bears, and mourn 
sore like dores : we look for judgment, but there is none ; for salyation, but it 
is &r off from us. 12. For our transgressions are multiplied before Thee, and 
our sins testify against us : for our transgressions are with us ; and as for our 
iniquities, we know them $ 13. In trans^pwssing and lying against the Lobd, 
and departing away from our Gk>D, speakmg oppression and rerolt, oonoeiying 
and uttering from the heart words of fidsehood. 14. And judgment is turned 
away baclnrard, and justice standeth a£Eur off: for truth is nJlen in the street, 
and equity cannot enter. 15. Yea, truth fiuleth ; and he that departeth from 
eril maketh himself a prey : and the Lobd saw it, and it displeased Him that 
there was no judgment. 16. And He saw that there was no man, and won- 
dered that there was no intercessor : therefore His arm brought salvation unto 
EQm ; and His righteousness, it sustained Him. 17. For He put on righte- 
ousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon His head ; and He 
put on the garments of vengeance for ' clothing, and was dad with zeal as a 
doke. 18. According to their deeds, accordingly He will re^ay, fury to His 
adversaries, recompence to His enemies ; to the islands He will repay recom- 
pence. 19. So shall they fear the name of the Lobd irom the west, and His 



and astonishment of heart : and 
thou shalt grope at noonday, as 
the blind gropeth in darkness, and 
thou shalt not prosper in thy 
ways." 

Noonduy, The law of Christ 
is the noonday. '* But their minds 
were blinded ; for until this day 
remaineth the same vail nntaken 
away in the reading of the Old 
Testament; which vail is done 
away in Chbist." 2 Cor. iii. 14. 
Comp. lb. iv. 3, 4. 

In desolate places. In spite of 
the light of God's truth around 
us, we lie **in darkness, as the 
men that have been long dead." 
Ps. cxliii. 3. 

11. Like hears — like doves. Cru- 
el, yet murmuring and querulous ; 
fierce, yet cringing. 

12. Testify, That we deserve 
what we receive. 

With tis. Not repented of, nor 
corrected. 

14. Judgment As in ver. 8. 
Justice, just verdicts between man 
and man. 

Justice, Righteousness. 

16. Me that departeth firom 



evil. Every one who tried to live 
a pure life and to obey God's law 
without human traditions, became 
a mark for oppression. Comp. S. 
John ix. 34. 

The Lord saw it. The Prophet 
speaks in his own person. 

Judgment, As m ver. 8. 

16. No man. Human nature 
cried aloud like the paralytic at 
the Pool of Bethesda, " Loed, I 
have no man." 8. John v. 7. 
" There is none that doeth good, 
no, not one." Ps. xiv. 2. And, 
" no man may deliver his brother." 
Ps. xlix. 7, 8. 

Sis arm. His Blessed Son. Ps. 
xcviii. 2 : " With His Own right 
hand, and with His holy arm, hath 
He gotten Himself the victory." 

17. In this armour of Cheist 
S. Paul bids us be clad, if we would 
resist the assaults of our spiritual 
enemies. Eph. vi. 11, 14 — 17. 
Comp. Wisd. v. 17—20. 

18. Recompence. For the evil 
done to His people. 

Islands, Gentile nations, who 
hare oppressed the Church. 

19. So, When the Messiah shall 
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glory from tiie rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, 
the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him. 20. And the 
Bedeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in 
Jacob, saith the Lobd. 21. As for Me, this is Mj ooyenant with them, saith th^ 
LoBD ; My Spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I haye put in thy 
mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor 
out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith ^e Lord, frt)m henceforth and for ever. 



take man's cause in hand, then they 
"shall come from the east and west, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of G-OD." S. Matt. viii. 11. 
Comp. Mai. i. 11. 

Shall lift up a standard against 
him, Marg. : " Shall put mm to 
flight." As in the case of Sen- 
nacherib. Ch. xxxvii. 7, 36. 

20. A prophecy of the Advent 
of Jbsus Chbist, quoted by S. 
Paul (Eom. xi. 26) to prove the 
fdture salvation of Israel. 



21. That is upon thee. Either, 

1. Upon Isaiah and those who suc- 
ceed him, down to the ministers 
of the Christian Church (for " My 
words shall not pass away") ; or, 

2. Upon those that "turn from 
transgression," ver. 20, in which 
case the verse would mean that 
God's Spirit would be continually 
bestowed upon His people, and 
He would oe with them ** al- 
ways, even unto the end of the 
world." 



Eyeking-. Isaiah Ixiy. 

The Prophet, in view of the present condition of the people, prays Jbr the 
deliverance qf Israel, The chapter is closely connected with the preceding one, 
which is read as the Epistle on Monday in Holy Week, It ther^ore alludes to 
the Coming and Atonement of Christ, and may be regarded as the utterance of 
the Church praying for final deliverance and redemption, 

1. Oh that Thou wouldest rend the heavens, that Thou wouldest come down, 
that the mountains might flow down at Thy presence. 2. As when the melt- 
ing flre bumeth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make Thy name known 
to Thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at Thy presence! 3. 
When Thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, Thou camest down. 



1. Ps. cxliv. 5 : " Bow Thv hea- 
vens, O Lobd, and come down : 
touch the mountains, and they 
shall smoke." Comp. Ps. xcvii. 5 ; 
Judg. V. 4, 6. The Prophet uses 
human mode of speech : " Who 
for US men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven." 

Mountains— flow down. When 
men shall see the Lobd, for love 
of them, come down to earth, they 
shall overcome all hindrances to 
serving Him, and their pride shall 



bow down before God incarnate. 
The expressions used refer to 
God's revelation of Himself on 
Mount Sinai. Ex. xix. 18. 

2. Causeth the waters to boil. 
The coldest hearts shall be warmed 
with the fire of Gtod's love. 

3. Didst terrible things, as in 
Egypt, the wilderness, and Mount 
Sinai. Perhaps, too, Isaiah speaks 
of the future as past, referring 
here to the Incarnation and the 
conversion of the Gentiles. 
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the mountains flowed down at G^iy presence. 4. For since the beginning of 
the world men have not heard, nor perceiyed by the ear, neither hath the ^e 
seen, O Gk)D, beside Thee, what He hath prepared for him that waiteth for 
Him. 5. Thou meetest him that rqjoioeth and worketh righteousness, those 
that remember Thee in Thy ways : behold, Thou art wroth ; for we hare 
sinned : in those is continuance, and we shall be saved. 6. But we are all as 
an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags ; and we all do 
fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 7. And 
there is none that calleth upon Thy name, that stirreth up himself to take 
hold of Thee : for Thou hast hid Thy face from us, and hast consumed us, 
because of our iniquities. 8. But now, O Lobd, Thou art our Fatheb ; we 
are the day, and Thou our potter ; and we all are the work of Thy hand. 9. Be 
not wroth yery sore, O Lobd, neither remember iniquity for eyer : behold, see, 
we beseech Thee, we are all Thy people. 10. Thy holy cities are a wilderness, 
Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. U. Our holy and our beautiful 
house, where our fathers praised Thee, is burned up with fire : and all our 
pleasant things are laid waste. 12. Wilt Hiou refrain Thyself for these 
things, O liOBD ? wilt Thou hold Thy peace, and afflict us yery sore ? 



4. Sath the eye seen, O God, &c. 
Marg. : " Seen a God beside Tliee, 
Which doeth so for him that wait- 
eth for Him." 

5. Thou meetest, in favoiir; 
Thou preventest with blessings. 

That refoiceth and worketh. 
Equivalent to "that rejoices to 
work." 

In Thy ways. In the appointed 
modes, viz. sacrifice, ana public 
worship, &c. Or, " in the ways 
of Thy commandments." 

Thou art wroth. With us Jews. 
The first part of the verse refers 
to God's mercy to the Gentiles 
that rejoiced in the Losd ; but 
here the Prophet breaks out into 
complaint of the reprobation of 
Israel. 

In those is continuance, "In 
them (in sins) we have long been." 

And, Yet, by God's mercy, we 
shall be saved. Or, as a question, 
" And shall we be saved P ' 

6. Bighteousnesses, Eighteous 



acts, as prayers, sacrifices, &c. 
Comp. Eph. lii. 8, 9. 

7. Because of. Mar^. : "By 
the hand of." We are given over 
to temptation on account of our 
sins. 

8. If we look to carnal sacri- 
fices, or consider our own de- 
serts, we must despair; but if 
we look to Thy clemency, Who 
scourgest every son whom Thou 
receivest, we dare to offer our 
prayers. 

10. Th4/ holy cities. The upper 
and lower towns of Jerusalem. 
Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed 
the city and burnt the Temple. 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 19. The Eomans 
repeated the destruction. S. Matt. 
XXIV. 2. And often has the Chris- 
tian Church been in direst straits, 
and cried to God in its extremity^ 
Ver. 12. More terrible still shall 
be its necessity when the Anti- 
christ comes ; but then its " deli- 
verance draweth nigh." 
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTEE EPIPHANY. 

MoBKiNG. Isaiah Ixy. 

The Jew8 had pleaded (eh. totv.) that they were the ehoeen people : God here 
telle them that He had other sheep, not qf their /old, whom He would bring into 
His Church, They were cut off for their rebellion and pride, yet a remnant 
among them should be saved, and His true Israel should be rewarded with 
eternal glory at His second mighty Epiphany. 

1. I am sought of them that asked not for Me ; I am fomid of them that 
sought Me not : I said, Behold Me, hehold Me, unto a nation that was not called 
by Mj name. 2. I have spread out Mj hands all the day imto a rebellious 

People, which walkeih in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts ; 
i. A people that provoketh Me to anger continually to My fiice j that sacri- 
ficeth in gardens, and bumeth incense upon altars of brick ; 4. Which re- 
main among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, which eat swine's flesh, 
and broth of abominable things is in their yessels ; 5. Which say, Stand by 
thyself, come not near to me ; for I am hoUer than thou. These are a smoke 
in My nose, a fire that bumeth all the day. 6. Behold, it is written before 



1. Them that ashed not for Me, 
The Gentiles. Eom. x. 20. God's 
answer to Israel's complaint. 

2. Spread out My hands. This 
denotes God's proyidential care 
and bounty towards them. So 
Chbist spread out His hands 
upon the Cross, forgivine and ap- 
pealing to them, and mey only 
mocked Him. S. Matt, xxvii. 40 
—43. 

A rebellious people, Israel. 
Eom. X. 21. 

3. To My face. In the jjresence 
of Him " to Whom all things are 
naked and opened." Heb. iv, 13. 
Or, by setting up idols in the very 
Temple. Or, to My face, in the 
person of Chbist. 

In gardens. See i. 29, note. It 
was contrary to the law to sacri- 
fice in " gardens." Lev. xvii. 5. 

Of brick, God ordered altars 
to be made of unhewn stone. Ex. 
XX. 24, 25. 

4. Among the graves. For pur- 
poses of divination and necro- 
mancy. Deut. xviii. 11. 



Lodge in the monuments. Sleep 
in the idols' temples in order to 
obtain dreams; or in the tombs 
in order to hold converse with the 
dead. 

Eat swine* s flesh. Which was 
forbidden by the law. Lev. xi. 7. 
See instances of obedience to the 
law, 2 Maccab. vi. 19 — 31 ; vii. 

Abominable things. Meats de- 
clared by the law to be unclean, 
perhaps also used in incantations. 

5. Sta/nd by thyself. Like the 
Pharisees who asked, ** WTiy eat- 
eth y^our Master with publicans 
and sinners P" S. Matt. ix. 11. Or 
like him who " stood and prayed 
thus with himself; God, I thank 
Thee, that I am not as other men 
are." S. Luke xviii. 11. 

SmoJce in My nose. I.e., offen- 
sive. 

Afire that bumeth. I.e., con- 
tinual provocation. 

6. It is written, Jer. xvii. 1 : 
" The sin of Judah is written with 
a pen of iron, and with the point 
ora diamond." 
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Me : I will not keep silenoe, but will recompense, even recompense into their 
bosom, 7. Your iniquities, and the iniquities of jour &thers together, saith 
the LoBD, which have burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed Me 
upon the hills : therefore will I measure their former work into their bosom. 
8. Thus saith the Lobd, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one 
saith, Destroy it not ; for a blessing is in it : so will I do for My serrants' 
sakes, that I may not destroy them all. 9. And I will bring forth a seed out 
of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of My mountains : and Mine elect 
shall inherit it, and My servants shall dwell there. 10. And Sharon shall 
be a fold of flocks, and the yalley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down 
in, for My people that haye sought Me. U. But ye are they that forsake 
the Lobd, that forget My holy mountain, that prepare a table for that' troop, 
and that furnish the drink offering imto that number. 12. Therefore will 
I number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter : be- 
cause when I called, ye did not answer ; when I spake, ye did not hear ; but 
did eyil before Mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not. 13. 
Therefore thus saith the Lobd Gk)D, Behold, My servants shall eat, but ye shall 
be himgry : behold. My servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty : behold, My 
servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed : 14. Behold, My servants shall 
sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for 



Into their bosom. The bosom 
of the dress is used in Eastern 
nations as a pocket. 

7. Of vour fathers, Exod. xx. 
5 : " I the Lobd thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children, 
unto the third and fourth genera- 
lion of them that hate Me. 

Mountains — hills. Places of 
heathen idolatry and sin, upon 
which God had forbidden His 
people to worship. Deut. xii. 2. 
Comp. Hos. iv. 13. 

8. The righteous shall not be 
out off with 5ie wicked. 

The new wine, A good grape 
that will produce new wine. As a 
few good grapes are found among a 
cluster 01 bad ones, and some one 
may bid the vinedresser to spare 
them, and not destroy the good 
with the worthless ; so will I not 
cut off the whole nation for the 
sin of the many. 

9. A seed, Chbist, and those 
who shall believe on Him, the 
spiritual Israel. 

Mtf mountains, Heb. xii. 2: 
" Ye are come unto Mount Sion, 



and imto the city of the Living 
God, the heavenlv Jerusalem." 

10. Sharon, A fertile district 
under Mount Carmel, extending 
from Csesarea to Joppa. At the 
time Isaiah wrote, it was a deso- 
late wilderness. 

Valley of Achor, North of Je- 
richo, famous as the place where 
Achan was stoned. Josh. vii. 24 
— 26. Achor means "trouble." 
Where once were desolation and 
trouble, the lambs of Chbist's 
flock shall feed in peace. 

11. A table. Referring to idol 
feasts, in which worshippers par- 
took of the sacrifices, or to the 
food set before the images. Comp. 
Bel and the Dragon, 3. 

That troop, Marg. : "Gad." 
The goddess Fortune. 

That number, Marg. : " Meni." 
The moon, or Ashtaroth. 

12. Will I number. An allu- 
sion to " Meni," ver. 11, which 
means " number." 

BtforeMine eyes. See note ver. 3. 

13. Hat— drink. The Bread 
and the Water of Life. 

14. Shall howl, S. Luke xiii. 
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yexation of spirit. 15. And ye shall leave jour name for a curse unto Mj 
cshosen : for the Lobd God shall slay thee, and call His servants by another 
name : 16. That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the 
QoD of truth ; and he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of 
truth ; because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid 
firom Mine eyes. 17. For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth : 
and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 18. But be ye 
glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create : for, behold, I create Jerusalem 
a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 19. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and 
joy in My people : and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, 
nor the voice of crying. 20. There shall be no more thence an in&nt of days, 
nor an old man that hath not filled his days : for the child shall die an hun- 
dred years old ; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed. 
21. And they shall build houses, and inhabit them ; and they shall plant vine- 
yards, and eat the fruit of them. 22. They shall not build, and another 



28, 29 : " There shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth, when ye 
shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 
kingdom of Gtod, ana you your- 
selves thrust out. And they shall 
come from the east, and from the 
west, and from the north, and 
from the south, and shall sit down 
in the kingdom of God." 

15. For a curse. For a proverb 
of reproach. " God do to thee as 
He did unto the Jews," &c. Comp. 
Jar. xxiv. 9 ; xxix. 22. And see a 
name left for a blessing, G^n. 
xlviii. 20. 

Another name. The name of 
" Christians." Acts xi. 26. 

16. Shall bless himself. Shall 
have the name of the true God 
upon his lips. 

Form^ troubles. The calamities 
caused by idol worship. " In the 
day of prosperity there is a forget- 
fulness of affliction." Ecclus.xi.25. 

17. New heavens. These mighty 
changes be^an at Chbist's first 
Advent, and shall be completed 
when He comes again "with power 
and great glory. * 2 S. Pet. iii. 
13 : " We, according to His pro- 
mise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righ- 
teousness." See Eev. xxi. 1, 2. 
Comp. Isa. li. 16; Ixvi. 22. 



18. Jerusalem. Gal. iv. 26, " Je- 
rusalem which is above is free, 
which is the mother of us all." 
No longer, as the old city, a joy 
to one nation only, but to all the 
world. 

19. Voice of weeping. For the 
fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, 
and Peace. 

2fi, An iff ant of days. I.e., 
one who dies younc. Children of 
the Besurrection, fliey shall come 
"unto a perfect man, imto the 
measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Cheist." Eph. iv. 13. 
Or, in the Church young and old 
shall be far advanced in Christian 
graces. 

An hundred years. Ten times 
ten is a perfect number, and is ' 
equivalent to immortality. 

The sinner being an hundred 
years old. Both saint and sin- 
ner shall be immortal ; but to the 
latter his inmiortality will be a 
curse. 

21. This verse refers generally 
to the state of security under 
the new dispensation. But fur- 
ther, "the nouses" may mean 
the "many mansions" of heaven, 
which we ourselves are said to 
build, because they are the reward 
of our works. Smiilarly with re- 
gard to the "vineyards. ' 
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inhabit ; {hey shall not plant, and another eat : for as the days of a tree are 
the days of My people, and Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands. 23. They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth trouble ; for they 
are the seed of the blessed of the Lobd, and their offspring with them. 24. 
And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I wUl answer ; and while they 
are yet speaking, I will hear. 25. The wolf and the lamb sludl feed together, 
and the Hon shall eat straw like the bullock : and dost shall be the serpent's 
meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, saith the Lobd. 



22. As the days of a tree. Per- 
petual. " Such as are planted in 
the house of the Lobd, shall flou- 
rish in the courts of the house of 
our God." Ps. xcii. 12. 

23. Bring forth for trouble. 
Bear children for death, for eter- 
nal death. Because their children 
shall be regenerated and made 
heirs of heaven. 

25. Comp. ch. xi. 6, and note 
there. These passages mean gene- 
rally that, under Chbist*8 reign, 
as great changes shall be wrought 
iu men's moral nature, as if the 
lower creatures were to alter their 
habits, and lose their antipathies, 
in the ways mentioned. They 
also refer to the gradual removal 
of the curse which affected more 
qr less the whole creation. 

Wolf and the lamb. As the per- 
secutor Paul and the disciple Ana- 
nias. Comp. the prophecy about 



Benjamin, of which tribe S. Paul 
was a member. " Benjamin shall 
ravin as a wolf : in the morning 
he shall devour the prey ; and at 
night he shall divide the spoil." 
Gen. xlix. 27. 

Shall eat straw. The learned 
and powerful shall forego their 
usual studies, and humbly seek to 
discover the meaning of the Hoh^ 
Scriptures, and employ their minds 
in tne "foolishness" of the Gos- 
pel, like the appointed teachers of 
Christianity. 

Ihist, Alluding to the curse 
pronounced on the serpent. Gen. 
lii. 14. The devil shall have no 
power to injure God's people ; his 
food shall be dust and ashes, and 
men " who mind earthly things." 
Phil. iii. 9. The peace of Para- 
dise shall be renewed, which was 
broken through Adam's rebellion. 
Comp. Hos. ii. 18. 



EvEiONa. Isaiah Izvi. 

God will not be served by merely external forms of worship, but in humble 
sincerity. A mighty influx of converts shall join themselves to Zion : they 
shall come from all parts qf the world, and the priesthood shall be established 
among them, God*s regular worship shall be everywhere celebrated, and the 
faithful shall be saved, when He comes at the Day qf Judgment to punish 
sinners, 

1. Thus saith the Lobd, The heaven is My throne, and the earth is My foot- 



1. Quoted by S. Stephen in his 
speech before the Council to show 
tnat God's favour was vouchsafed 
without regard to local limits. 
" Howbeit the Most High dweU- 



eth not in temples made with 
hands ; as saith the Prophet, Hea- 
ven is My throne," &c. Acts vii. 
48, 49. Comp. xvii. 24. 

Throne — footstool, Comp. S. 
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stool : where ia Uie house that ye build unto Me P and where is the place of 
M J rest P 2. For all those thmgs hath Mine hand made, and all those things 
haye been, saith the Lobd : but to this man will I look, eren to him that ia 
poor, and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word. 3. He that killeth 
an ox ia aa if he slew a man ; he that saorificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's 
neck ; he that offereth an oblation, as if he offered swine's blood ; he that 
bumeth incense, as if he blessed an idoL Yea, they haye chosen their own 
wa;p, and their soul delighteth in their abominations. 4. I also will choose 
their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them ; because when I called, 
none did answer ; when I spake, th^ did not hear : but thej did eyil before 
Mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not. 5. Hear the word of the 
liOBD, ye that tremble at His word ; Your brethren that hated you, that cast 
you out for My name's sake, said, Let the Lobd be glorified : but He shall 
appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed. 6. A yoice of noise from the 
dly, a yoice from the temple, a yoice of the Lobd that rendereth recompenoe 
to His enemies. 7. Before she trayailed she brought forth ; before her pain 



Matt. y. 34, 35. God speaks of 
Himself as a mighty king. 

2. Save been, "Have been 
made" by Me. 

Him that is poor. ** Humble." 
S. Matt. V. 3. S. Paul tells us, " Ye 
ore the temple of God, and the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you." 
1 Cor. iii. 16. 

3. Me that killeth an ox. He 
who sacrifices even a lawfiil sacri- 
fice in a formal manner, and with 
an impure heart, is as abominable 
as one who commits murder or 
offers a human sacrifice. Comp. 
ch. i. 11—13. 

Doff*s neck. See Deut. xxiii. 18. 
Blessed. Worshipped, vene- 
rated. 

4. I also will choose their delu' 
sions. I will ^ve them over to a 
spirit of delusion. See Bom. i. 
28; 2 Thess. ii. 10— 12. 

When I called. Comp. ch. Ixv. 
12. 

5. Ye that tremble. Yiz. the 
Apostles and followers of Jesus 
Chbist. 

JFor My name's sake. Accord- 
ing to our Losd's prophecy. 
" Then shall they deliver you up 
to be afBiicted, and shall km you : 
and ye shall be hated of all nations 



for My Name's sake." S. Matt, 
xxiv. 9. Comp. S. John xv. 21 ; 
S. Matt. X. 17. 

Let the Lord be glorified. The 
imbelieving Jews said, Why do 
you preach to us of a Man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief, of 
a God crucified and slain P We 
would see Him reigning ^in ma- 
jesty and glory. 

Me shcdl oippeor to your joy. 
He shall show His majestjr and 
power in the triumph of His 
Church, and the overthrow of His 
enemies. 

6. The Prophet sees in a vision 
the terrible scenes of the destruc- 
tion of the city and Temple by the 
Eomans, and the intestine discords 
which preceded that event. 

A voice fl'om the Temple. We 
are told that before the final ruin 
voices were heard in the Temple 
crying, " Let us go hence." Comp. 
our Lord's words, " Your house 
is left unto you desolate." S. Luke 
xiii. 35. 

7. She. Zion, the mother of 
spiritual children. The verse re- 
fers to the Bidden increase of the 
Church, e.a. when three thousand 
were added in one day. Acts ii. 
41. 
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came, she was deliyered of a man child. 8. Who hath heard such a thing? 
who hath seen such things ? Shall the earth he made to hring forth in one 
day ? or shall a nation he bom at once ? for as soon as Zion trarailed, she 
brought forth her children. 9. Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to 
bring forth ? saith the LOBD : shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb ? 
saith thy Gk)D. 10. Bejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye 
that love her : rcnoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her : 11. That 
ye ma^ suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations ; that ye 
may nmk out, and be deliehted with the abundance of her glory. 12. "For 
thus saith the Lobd, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the 
glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream ; then shall ye suck, ye shall be 
borne upon her sides, and be dandled upon her knees. 13. As one whom his 
mother comforteth, so will I comfort you ; and ye shall be comforted in Jeru- 
salem. 14. And when ye see this, your heart shall rqjoice, and your bones 
shall flourish like an herb : and the hand of the Lobd shall be known toward 
His servants, and His indignation toward His enemies. 15. For, behold, the 
Lobd will come with fire, and with His chariots like a whirlwind, to render 
His anger with fury, and His rebuke with flames of fire. 16. For by fire and 
by His sword will the Lobd plead with all flesh : and the slain of the Lobd 
shall be many. 17. They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in 
the gardens, behind one tree in the mi(ut, eating swine's flesh, and the abomi- 



Man child. Chbist. The tra- 
vail of the Church in the conver- 
sion of souls is spoken of. ** My 
little children," says 8. Paul, " of 
whom I travail in birth again until 
Chbist be formed in you." Gal. 
iv. 19. 

8. Such a thing, A birth so 
sudden, conversion so rapid. 

Children. Man child, in ver. 
7. The phrase is altered to tiie 
plural to show the oneness be- 
tween Chbist and His people. 

9. Cause to hring forth. " Be- 
get." Marg. 

11. TTiat ye may stick. Comp. 
ch. Ix. 16. There is food for all 
in the Church, milk for babes, 
strong meat for those of riper age. 
Heb. V. 13, 14 ; 1 Cor. iii. 2. 

12. Borne upon her sides. Child- 
ren in the East are generally car- 
ried upon the mother's hip. With 
these verses comp. ch. Ix. 4, 5, 11. 

14. When ye see this. Viz. the 
accession of the Gentiles to the 
Church. 

Tour bones shall flourish. Ye 
shall be happy and vigorous. There 



may be an allusion to the Besur- 
rection. Comp. Ezek. zxxvii. 

16. Will come. At the Day of 
Judgment. 2 Thess. i. 7, 8 : " The 
Lobd Jbsus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, 
in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the Grospel of our 
Lobd Jbsijs Chbist. Comp. 
Eom. ii. 5—10. 

Chariots. " Who maketh the 
douds His chariot, and walketh 
upon the wings of the wind. He 
maketh His angels spirits, and 
His ministers a naming fire." Ps. 
civ. 3, 4. 

16. Plead with. "Judge." 
Shall be many. S. Matt. vii. 

13 : " Wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way, that leadeth to destruc- 
tion, and many there be which go 
in thereat." 

17. They that sanctify them' 
selves. By idolatrous rites. 

The gardens. See ch. Ixv. 3, 4, 
notes. 

Behind one tree in the midst. 
Marg. : *' One after another," i.e. 
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nation, and the mouse, shaU be consumed together, saith the Lord. 18. For 
I know their works and their thoughts : it shall oome, that I will gather all 
nations and tongues ; and they shall come, and see Mj glory. 19. And I 
will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them imto 
the nations, to Tarshish, Ful, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and 
Ja^an, to the isles a&ir off, that ha^e not heard My &me, neither haye seen My 
glory ; and they shall declare My glory among me Gentiles. 20. And they 
shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the Lokd out of all nations 
upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift 
beasts, to My holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lobd, as the oMdren of 
Israel bring an offering in a clean yessel into the house of the Lobd. 21. And 
I will also take of them for priests and for Levites, saith the Lobd. 22. For 
as the new heayens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before 
Me, saith the Lobd, so shall your seed and your name remain. 23. And it 
shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath 



in solemn procession, in the midst 
of the grove. 

The mxmse* Expressly prohi- 
bited. Lev. xi. 29. 

18. Gather all nations. To the 
Judgment. Comp. B,ev. vii. 9. 

19. Si^n, So Ezek. ix. 4 : " The 
Lobd said uuto him, Go through 
the midst of the city, through the 
midst of Jerusalem, and set a 
mark upon the foreheads of the 
men that sigh and that cry for all 
the abominations that be done in 
the midst thereof." Truly "the 
Lobd knoweth them that are His." 
2 Tim. ii. 19. 

Those that escape of them. The 
remnant, ch. i. 9, the Apostles and 
early believers. " This Gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto 
all nations ; and then shall the 
end come." S. Matt. xxiv. 14. The 
preaching of the Gospel through- 
out the world is a sign of Chbist's 
coming to judgment. 

Ta/rshish, llie most distant sea- 
port known to the Jews, perhaps on 
iJie coast of Spain. The Prophet 
means, by naming these places, to 
denote tnat the Gospel shaU be 
preached to the most distant re- 
gions. 

Ful, Africa, or Egypt. 



Jjud, Lydia, or Asia Minor. 

That d/ra/w. Nations which use 
the bow. 

Tubal and Javan, Italy and 
Greece. The three known quar- 
ters of the world are mentioned. 

20. All your brethren. Con- 
verted Gentiles, true children of 
Abraham. Eom. iv. 11, 12. 

Upon horses, &c. This refers to 
the varying conditions, graces, and 
endovnnents, of the converts, and 
the aids afforded to them in com- 
ing to Chbist. 

Stoift beasts, ** Dromedaries." 

21. Gf them. Of the Gentile 
converts, so that the office of priest 
was not to cease in the Christian 
Church, and God would call men 
to the ministry and sanctify them 
for His work. 

22. Shall remain. So the Church 
is called " a kingdom which cannot 
be moved." Heb. xii. 28. 

23. From one new moon. Month 
by month, and week by week, all 
people shall regularly worship the 
Lobd. The expressions are taken 
from the appomted ritual of the 
Jews. "AjI the earth doth wor- 
ship Thee, the Fatheb everlast- 
ing." A shadow of the eternal 
worship offered by the saints in 
heaven. B/CV. iv. 8 ; vii. 15. 
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to snoiher, ahall all flesh come to wonhip before Me, saith the "Lord. 24. 
And thej shall ^o forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have 
transgressed against Me : for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire 
be quenched ; and thej shiJl bp an abhorring unto all flesh. 



24. They. The blessed. 

Shall go forth. Not bodily, but 
in mind and conteinDlation. 

The carcases. The righteous 
shaU understand the eternal pun- 
ishment of sinners. 

Their worm. Their conscience 
shaU gnaw for ever. 

Their fire. The sensible pun- 



ishment of body. These terrible 
expressions are used by our mer- 
ciful LoBD Himself. H. Mark iz. 
44, 46, 48. 

An abhorring. A loathsome 
sight. All that see it shall have 
no pity for them, but shall ac- 
knowledge God's justice in pun- 
ishing them. 



On Septuaeesima Sunday the Lessons change from the prophecies 
of Isaiah to the histories of Genesis, because we now have to look not 
at the glorious privileges and hopes vouchsafed to us in Chbist Jbstts, 
but at the use we have made of these blessings ; so that, by observing 
our own shortcomings, we may be prepared S>t the hearty repentance 
to which we shall be called in Lent. We have learned what we can 
do through Chbist Who strengtheneth us ; we must consider at this 
season whether we have done our duty as regenerated Christians. 

THE SUNDAY CALLED SEPTUAGESIMA, OE THE THEBD 
SUNDAY BEFOEE LENT. 

MoBznzra. Genesis L 

In this chapter are displayed God's power, wisdonif and goodness, in the crea- 
tion qf the world and of man. ** The creation of the world was as gradual as 
is the development of the herb : 'first the blade, then the ear, after that the full 
com in the ear.' First the material, then the vegetative, then the animal life; 
and from thence the moral and spirituaU* We see here and in the neat chapter 
the claims which Ood has upon us, and therefore why we are to repent. 

1. In the beginning Gk>D created the heaven and the earth. 2. And the 



1. In the beginning, of time ; 
for time began when the world 
was created, but it was not mea- 
surable then as now. This was 
before the six days of creation; 
we know not when. Comp. S. 
John i. I : "In the beginning was 
the Word;" where the words, "In 
the beginning was" indicate eter- 



nity. Thus the Author of the New 
Creation is one with the Author of 
the Old Creation. " Moses begins 
with the works made ; S. John be- 
gins with the Maker of the works.* * 

Created. I.e., made out of no- 
thing by His Word, that is. His 
Onk^-begotten Son. 

The heaven and the earth. The 
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earth was without form and void ; and darkness was upon the faoe of the deep. 
And the Spirit of GK)D moved upon the &oe of the waters. 3. And God said, 
Let there be light : and there was Ught. 4. And God saw the light, that it 
was good: and Gk)D divided the light from the darkness. 5. And God 
called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And the evening and 
the morning were the first day. 6. And God said, Let there be a firmament 
in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 



universe, not in many respects 
such as we know it now, but, at 
any rate as regards the earth, in 
those unknown conditions, which 
geology partly reveals to us, and 
which prepared it for its present 
state and use. 

2. Without form arid void. This 
verse describes . the state of the 
earth before the introduction of 
the new system when man was 
to be its inhabitant, and to which 
alone the six days of creation re- 
fer. It must be remembered that 
Holv Scripture is intended not to 
teacn physical science or to explain 
physical facts, but to narrate to 
us God's revelations to man ; and 
therefore we are not to expect 
therein any complete physical nis- 
tory of the earth, but just so much 
as it is necessary for us to know as 
a matter of faith, and that couched 
in the ordinary language of human 
observation. It is probable that 
Moses received the revelation of 
the creation of the world in the 
form of visions, and thus narrates 
what he saw. 

Darkness was upon the face of 
the deep. Job xxxiii. 4, 9 : " Where 
wast thou . . . when I made the 
cloud the garment thereof [of the 
sea], and uiick darkness a swad- 
dling-band for it P" 

Moved upon. The Third Per- 
son of the Blessed Trinity rested, 
as it were, with His influence over 
the shapeless mass, (as He rests 
now upon the waters of Baptism,) 
to form and quicken the new crea- 
tion. 



3. God said, God willed; and 
with Him to will is to effect. Ps. 
xxxiii. 9 : " He spake, and it was 
done ; He commanded, and it stood 
fast." There is here a p lain refer- 
ence to the Word by Wliom it was 
done. By His Word God's crea- 
tive power was exercised. 

Let there be light. Light was 
made before the sun or stars. 

And there was light, A token 
and pledge of the true Light, the 
Light of the New Creation of God, 
arising from the grave on the first 
day (S. John i. 9), and of the en- 
lightenment of heart produced by 
the Holy Spirit, Which also on 
this day came down upon the Apos- 
tles in neiy tongues. For the phe- 
nomena of nature are symbolical o0 
the mysteries of grace, and shadow 
forth facts of B-evelation. 

4. Godsa/w. Contemplated. A 
human mode of speech. 

Divided, Williams (Creation) : 

" God made not darkness, made not 
sin, 
But doth its goings order." 

Gt)D then appointed that lisht and 
darkness should constantly suc- 
ceed each other. 

5. God called, God caused that 
men should hereafter call the light 
thus formed Day. 

The first day. A natural day, a 
space of time equivalent to twenty- 
four hours. Literally: "Evening 
was and morning was day one." 

6. Firmamewt. The expanse. 
Cf. Ps. civ. 2: "Who stretchest 
out the heavens like a curtain." 
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7. And Gk>D made tiie finnament, and diyided the 'waters whioli were under the 
firmament from the waters which were aboye the firmament : and it was so. 8. 
And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning 
were the second daj. 9. And God said. Let the waters under the heaven be 
gathered together unto one place, and let the drj land appear : and it was so. 
10. And Gk)D called the dry land Earth ; and Uie gathenng together of the 
waters called He Seas : and God saw that it was good. 11. And God said. 
Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb j^elding seed, and the fruit tree yield- 
ing fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth : and it was so. 
12. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, 
and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itseu, aft»r his kind : and God 
saw that it was good. 13. And the evening and the morning were the third 
day. 14. And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the he&ven 
to divide the day from the night ; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, 
. and for days, and years ; 15. And let them be for lights in the firmament 
of the heaven to give light upon the earth : and it was so. 16. And God 
made two great lights ; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to 
rule the night : ae made the stars also. 17. And God set them in the firma- 
ment of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 18. And to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness : and God 
saw that it was good. 19. And the evening and the morning were the fourth 
day. 20. And God said. Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving 
creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firma- 



The term "firmament" includes 
wbat we caU " the atmosphere." 

7. Waters which were above the 
firmament. The clouds. Those 
f$mder the firmament, are the seas» 
rivers, &c. On this day, it seems, 
were made " Hail, snow, and va- 
pours, wind and storm," which are 
Wpes of the influence of the Holy 
Spibit. It is supposed also thatthe 
holy Angels were created at this 
time ; umess they are included in 
the word " heaven," verse 1. The 
" waters" themselves are types of 
spiritual good, as being the sacra- 
mental element in Baptism, and 
fiffuring tiiat "well of Life," of 
which whoso drinketh shall never 
thirst. 

9. This verse points to some vast 
convulsion, when parts of the earth 
were elevated ana parts depressed. 

10. Ea/rth. A figure of God's 
Church militant, assailed by floods 
in vain. Ps. civ. 9 : " Thou hast 
set them their bounds which they 
shall not pass, neither turn again 
to cover the earth." 



12, Ea/rth hrouaht forth grass, 
&c. So from man s barren nature, 
quickened by the Holy Ghost, 
sprang forth the Bedeemer, the 
Son of God made Man. 

14. Signs. I.e., of weather, 
husbandly, festivals, sailing, &c. 

15. For liahts. It is their use 
to men whicn alone is noticed. 

16. Two ^reat lights. Great as 
regards their use and eflect upon 
earth. 

The areater light The sun, a 
type of the Sun of Righteousness, 
on Whom, man depends for light 
and heat, as does the earth on the 
natural sun. 

The, lesser light. The moon, the 
faithftd witness in heaven, repre- 
senting the Church, shedding upon 
us the reflection of the Sun, when 
this is hidden from our eyes. 

19. The fourth doAf, The Day 
when our Lobd was betrayed for 
thirty pieces of silver. 

20. The moving creatwre. Eep* 
tiles and fishes which breathe. 

Fowl that mayfly. A type of 
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ment of heayen. 21. And Ck>D oreRted great whales, and every liYuur ereatare 
that moyeth, which the waten bzonght forth abonduitly, after their rind, and 
eyeiy winged fowl after his kind : and God saw that it was good. 22. And 
QoD Uessed tixem, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill ue waters in the 
seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 23. And the erening and the morn- 
ing were the fifth day. 24. And Gkno said. Let the earth brins forth the liying 
creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after 
his kind : and it was so. 25. And Gk)D made the beast of the earth after his 
kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth 
after his kind: and GtOD saw that it was eood. 26. And God said. Let 
Us make man in Our Image, aft»r Our Likeness : and let them have do- 
minion oyer the fish of the sea, and oyer the fowl of the air, and oyer the 
cattle, and oyer all the earth, and oyer eyei^ creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth. 27. So God created man in His Own Image, in the Image of God 
created He him ; male and female created He them. 28. And Gk)D blessed 
them, and God said unto them. Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it : and haye dominion oyer the fish of the sea, and oyer the 
fowl of the air, and oyer eyeiy living thing that moyeth upon the earth. 29. 
And Gk)D said. Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is 
upon the fiice of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a 
tree yielding seed ; to you it shall be for meat. 30. And to every beast of 
the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat : and it 
was so. 31. And God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was 
very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 



Him Who on tbe fifth day as- 
cended into heaven. 

21. Great whales, Sea monsters. 

JSvery living creature. Thus a 
large portion of the fatnre food 
of man was formed on the day 
when the nourishment of souls was 
provided in the Holv Eucharist. 

That moveth, Ttat creepeth, 
viz., the reptile race. 

26. Let Us make man. As if to 
mark the original excellency of 
man's nature, the Fathbe, so to 

?)eak, deliberates with the other 
ersons of the Holy Trinity. Oomp. 
iii. 22 ; xi. 7. 

In Our Image, after Our Like- 
ness. That is, so rar as man is a 
spirit, immortal, endued with in- 
tellect, wiU, and memory, having 
free-will, capable of wisdom, vir- 
tue, and happiness, and having do- 
minion over the lower creatures. 

27. Male and female, or " a 
male and a female." This is said 



by anticipation. The expression 
is used of no creature but man, 
and implies that polygamy is con- 
trary to God's order. S.Matt.xix.4. 

28. Subdue. Compel it to pro- 
duce its fruits. 

Mave dominion. Man lost this 
in a great degree at the faU. 

29. Everylierh. After the flood, 
" every moving thing that liveth" 
was eiven as meat to man. ix. 3. 
In Eden no animal food was eaten. 

30. Every green herb. This 
seems to impfy that no animals 
were originally carnivorous ; and 
thus the new creation would in 
this respect be analogous to that 
re-creation spoken of by Isaiah, 
xi. 6—9 ; Ixv. 26. We cannot yet 
know this. 

31. The sixth day. The Friday, 
the day on which man was created, 
was also the day on which he was 
restored and re-created by the 
death of Ohbist. 
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"EyjamsQ. OtenesiB ii. 

4fter the creation of the world and all things therein, we are taught how God 
endowed Adam with tupematural blesringe, prepared a place Jbr him, gave him 
a law to walk by, threatening the punithment qf death upon dieobedienee, and 
instituted the ordinance of marriage. The chapter it supplementary to, and 
explanatory of the former one, 

1. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
2. And on the seyenth day G-OD ended His work which He had made ; and He 
rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made. 3. And 
God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it : because that in it He had rested 
from all His work which God created and made. 4. These are the generations 
of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lobd 
God made the earth and the heavens, 5. And every plant of the field before 
it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew : for the Lobd 
God had not caused it to ram upon the earth, and there was not a man to till 
the ground. 6. But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the 
whole £&ce of the ground. 7. And the Lobd God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man became 
a Hving soul. 8. And the Lobd God planted a garden eastward in Eden ; and 
there He put the man whom He had formed. 9. And out of the ground 
made the Lobd God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good 



1. All the host of them. All 
things and animals which heaven 
and earth contain. 

2. Rested, SoonthisdayCHBisT 
rested in the grave after finishing 
the work of otip redemption. 

3. Sanctified it. An intimation 
that the seventh day should here- 
after be set apart as sacred, which, 
as far as we Know, was first done 
when the Jewish law was given 
on Sinai. Exod. xx. 8—11. The 
Christian Church, by Divine in- 
spiration, set aside the seventh, in 
order more particularly to observe 
the first day ; of so much greater 
importance to us is Chbist's Ee- 
surrection, than the making of all 
the worlds. 

4. Generations, Origin and 
events, the development and fur- 
ther progress. 

In the day that. At the time 
that, when. 

7. Breathed. Even as Christ 
breathed on the Apostles, saying, 
" Receive ye the Holy Ghost." 
S. John XX. 22. 



The breath of Iffe, A spiritual 
nature. 

Became, Not was changed into, 
but "was endued with." So "The 
Word was made flesh." S. John 
i. 14. 

A living soul. A soul capable 
of that better life which is in God. 
This, which was lost at the Fall, is 
restored in Chbist, and the Chris- 
tian is again Body, Soul, and Spirit. 

8. Planted, "Had planted." 
The garden of Eden is the fore- 
shadowing of the Church, planted 
with all manner of good fruits, 
and watered by the river of God's 
grace. 

Eastward, I.e., with respect to 
the position of Judsea. So Chris- 
tians turn to the East in prayer to 
remind themselves of the Paradise 
from which they were banished, 
and to lead them to set their hearts 
on the heavenly Eden, of which 
the earthly Eden was a type. 

In Eden, Probably m Meso- 
potamia, near the confluence of 
the Tigris and Euphrates. 
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fi)r food ; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 
knowledge of good and eyiL 10. And a riyer went out of Eden to water the 
garden ; and m>m thenoe it was parted, and hecame into four heads. 11. 
The name of the first is Fison : that is it which oompasseth the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold ; 12. And the eold of that land is good : there 
is bdellium and the onyx stone. 13. And the name of the second rirer is 
Gihon : the same is it that oompasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 14. 
And the name of the third river is Hiddekel : that is it which goeth toward the 
east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates. 15. And the Lobd God • 
took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 
16. And the Loud God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat : 17. But of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die. 18. And the Lobd God said, It is not good that the man 
should be alone ; I will make him an help meet for him. 19. And out of the 
ground the Lobd God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the 



9. Ih-ee of life. A real tree, 
giving life and health by its na- 
tural virtue, yet demancung con- 
stant use to confer its privileges 
upon the eater. Comp. Key. ii. 7 ; 
xxii. 14. It is a lype of the Cross. 

Tree qf Knowledge. The tree 
by which man learnt the difference 
between good and evil, obedience 
and disobedience : a type of free 
will. Without this man would 
have known only good. By the 
sight of this tree Adam and Eve 
were constantly warned that their 
true happiness consisted not^in any 
pleasures of sense, but in simple 
obedience. 

10. A river went out of Eden. 
Comp. B«v. xxii. 1. Thus the 
acts of the life of Chbist are di- 
vided between the four Evange- 
lists. These details are ^ven to 
show that the narrative is to be 
understood literally. 

11. Fison. Perhaps the Phasis 
or Ehion. But it is impossible 
to identify the rivers with any 
certainty at this distance of time, 
and after the many changes in 
their channels. 

Havilah. Perhaps Colchis. 

12. Bdellium. A kind of gum 
distilling from a tree. Numb. xi. 7. 

13. Gihon. Perhaps the Araxes, 



or more probabljr the eastern 
branch of tne Tigris. 

JSthicpia, or Uush, a tract of 
country near the eastern mouth of 
the Euphrates. The Chaldeans 
were or Cushite origin, and their 
country was called Eastern Ethi- 
opia, as part of Africa was named 
Western Ethiopia. 

14. Hiddekel The Tigris. 
Toward the east of. Marg. : 

"Eastward to Assvria." More 
probably, " Before Assyria." 

15. To d/ress it. Not so much 
to make the garden fruitful, as to 
give him employment. 

17. Thou shalt not eat o^ it. 
This was Adam's probation. God* 8 
object was to induce Adam to find 
all his happiness simply in serving 
Him ; and He gives the command 
to prove his obedience and to try 
his will. 

Thou shalt surely die. Marg. : 
" Dying thou shalt die." As man's 
disobedience led to death, so his 
obedience would have led to a 
more perfect and blissful immor- 
tality. 

18. Said. '" Had said" before 
the delivery of the above law. 

19. A recapitulation introduc- 
tory to the account of the creation 
of woman. 
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air} and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and 
whatfloerer Adam called erery lining creature, that was the name thereof. 20. 
And Adam gare names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every 
beast of the field ; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 
21. And the Lord GtOD caused a deep sleep to &11 upon Adam, and he slept : 
and He took one of his ribs, and closed up toe flesh instead thereof i 22. And * 
the rib, which the Lobd God had taken from man, made He a woman, and 
brought her unto the man. 23. And Adam said, This is now bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh : she shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man. 24. Therefore shall a man leave his fiither and his mo- 
ther, and shall deave imto his wife : and they shall be one flesh. ItS. And 
they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 



Adam. Here 
a proper name. 



first rendered 
as a proper name. It means 
either "red earth," or "beauti- 
ful." 

What he would call them. The 
unstained man was endued with 
such wisdom, that he could give 
to the animals suitable names, 
expressive of their several na- 
tures. 

21. Deep sleep. A supernatural 
ecstasy. As Eve was formed from 
the side of her husband while he 
slept, so the Church, Ohbist's 

Sotless bride, was formed from 
is side when He slept in death 
upon the Cross. For it was when 
the spear pierced His side that the 



Sacraments of ike Churoh flowed 
forth. S. John xix. 34. 

22. Made He a woman. Eve, 
the mother of all living, beine^ 
taken out of Adam, shadows forth 
Chbist leaving His Fathbb's bo- 
som, and becoming one with the 
fallen race, that, by assuming their 
nature. He might save them. 

23.» Adam said. He must have 
said this by Divine revelation. 

24. The words of Adam, or of 
Gk>D confirming Adam's words. 
S. Matt. xix. 5 ; Eph. v. 31. 

25. Not ashamed. Because they 
were innocent, and not subject to 
concupiscence. Shame came in 
with Bin. Ch. iii. 10. 



THE SUNDAY CALLED SEXAGESIMA, OE THE SECOND 
SUNDAY BEFOEE LENT. 

MoBimra-. Gbnesis iiu 

In order to humble ourselves rightly for sin, we must know something (ff its 
nature. We learn here how sin entered into the world; how Adam, in spite qf 
the strength and defence which God had given him, wishing to be independent of 
his Maker, yielded to temptation, and rebelled against Ood. 

1. Now the serpent was more subtU than any beast of the fleld which the 



1. The serpent. A real serpent 
into whom the devil entered, as 
the evil spirits into the swine. S. 



Mark v. 13. "He was a mur- 
derer from the beginning," S. 
John vii. 44. Comp. Sev. zii. 9. 
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IjOBD God had mftde. And he eaid unto the 'woman, Yea, hath OOD nid» Ya 
shall not eat of every tvee of the garden ? 8. And the woman nid mtto the 
serpent. We may eat of the fruit of the treee of the nrden : 8. But of the 
firuit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden^ God hath aaid, Ye aliaU 
not eat of it, neither shall ye tonoh it, lest ye die. 4. And the aerpent said 
unto the woman, Ye shall not sorely die : 8. For God doth know that in the 
day ye eat thereof then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be aa goda, 
knowing good and eyiL 6. And when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a.tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof and did eat, and gave also unto her hus- 
band wilh her ; and he did eat. 7. And the eyes of them both were opoied, 
and Ihey knew that they were naked ; and they sewed fig leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons. 8. And they heard the voioe of the Lobd God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day : and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lobd God amongst the trees of the garden. 

9. And the Lobd God called unto Adam, and said unto him. Where art thou P 

10. And he sud, I heard Thy voice in the gardexi, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked; and I hid mysell 11. And &e said. Who told thee that thou 



Unto the woman, as the weaker, 
and more open to temptation. 

Yea, hath God said ? Has God 
really forbidden you to eat of one 
particular treeP thus raising in 
Eve's mind a doubt of the kmd- 
ness of God. 

3. Neither shall ye touch it. 
Eve's own addition to God's com- 
mand (ii. 17). So she softens 
down "ye shall surely die" into 
"lest ^e die." Here we see the 
first faint tendency to her falling 
away from God. 

4. Not sureh^ die. As though 
they were objects of such special 
regard to God, that His fovour 
was guaranteed whatever their 
conduct might be. 

6. Te shall be as Gods, (Comp. 
2 Sam. xiv. 17.) Satan tempts 
Eve by ambition, the desire of a 
higher dignity, and of a know- 
ledge of unrevealed mysteries. 

6. Soio, Perhaps the serpent 
ate the fruit before her. The 
temptation was addressed to man's 
threefold nature, as our Blessed 
Lobd Himself was tempted. 

Good for food, "The lust of 
the flesh" (1 S. John ii. 16), a 



temptation addressed to the body, 
as the Second Adam was tempted 
to appetite. S. Matt. iv. 3. 

Pleasant to the eye. " The lust 
of the eyes," addressed to the soul, 
as Chbist was tempted by the 
display of " the kingdoms of the 
world." S. Luke iv. 6— 7. 

To he desired to make one noise, 
" The pride of life," addressed to 
the spirit, as Chbist was tempted 
to cast Himself from "the pin- 
nacle of the Temple." S. Luke 
iv, 9—11. 

He did eat. The devil winds 
his way to the man through hia 
love for the woman. The &st re- 
sult of Eve's disobedience was to 
make her act the tempter's part, 
and in so doing bring death upon 
her husband. 

7. Were opened, to know ffood 
and evil ; the good they had lost, 
the evil they nad chosen. 

Knew that they were nahed. Of 
their better natnore shame alone 
remained, and in this shame is 
their only hope of restoration. 

Naked, not merely of covering 
for their bodies, but of God's 
righteousness, of the clothing of 
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wast naked P Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee that thoa 
shouldestnoteat? 12. And the man said, The woman whom Thou gayest to 
be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13. And the Lord God 
said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done ? And the woman 
said. The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. M. And the IJOSD God said 
unto the serpent. Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, 
and above every beast of the field ; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
shalt thou eat all the days of thy life : 15. And I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 16. Unto the woman He said, I will 
sreatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring 
forth children ; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over 
thee. 17. And unto Adam He said, Because thou luist hearkened unto the 
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, 
saying. Thou shalt not eat of it : cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow 
sluJt thou eat of it all the days of thy life ; 18. Thorns also and thistles shall 



Hifl sanctifying Spirit. Their very 
bodies had become '' bodies of hu- 
miliation." P&il. iii. 21. 

12. The woman whom Thou 
gavest Adam is now, as Satan, 
the accuser, layine the blame first 
on his wife, and men on God for 
giving her to him. 

13. Beguiled me. Eve oasts the 
blame upon the serpent, yet with 
some confession of sin. 1 Tim. ii. 
14 : " Adam was not deceived, but 
the woman being deceived was in 
the transgression." 

14. The curse upon the serpent, 
the instrument of Satan's tempta- 
tion, consisted in bringing down 
its stature, which prdbably was 
more erect before, m the mean- 
ness of its food (Isa. Ixv. 25), and 
in the enmity which ensued be- 
tween man and aU the snake tribe. 
Thus its very appearance exhibits 
the loathsomeness of sin. The 
devil too eats dust and ashes in 
humiliation and grief that man's 
fall has caused his redemption. 

15. I will put enmity, Man 
had lost his dominion over the 
beasts. But the verse refers es- 
pecially to Satan. 

Thy seed. Evil spirits and evil 
men. 



Ser seed. The seed of the wo- 
man, and especially the Messiah. 
Isa. vii. 14. 

It shall bruise. The seed of the 
woman shall destroy the devil's 
power. For Ohbist " was mani- 
fested that He might destroy the 
works of the devil' (1 S. Jolm iii. 
8), " that through death He might 
destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil" (Heb. 
ii. 14). This is the first and most 
indefinite promise of the Messiah. 

Thy head. It shall inflict an 
incurable wound. 

His heel. Thou shalt inflict 
only a harmless wound. 

16. Thy sorrow and thy concep' 
tion. I.e., thy sorrow in thy con- 
ception. 

I%y desire shall be to, Marg. : 
" subject to." 

17. Cursed is the ground. Some 
great physical change doubtless 

Eassed over the earth and its in- 
abitants at the fall. B>om. viii. 
20, 22: "For the creature was 
made subject to vaniiy," and " the 
whole creation groaneth and tra- 
vaileth in pain together until 
now." See the effect of the re- 
moval of this curse, Isa. Ixv. 25, 
and note there. 
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it bring forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field ; 19. In the 
sweat of thy &ce shalt thou eat bread, till thoa return unto the ground ; for 
out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
20. And Adam called his wife's name Eye ; because she was the mother of 
all liying. 21. Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Ix>BD Gk)D make coats 
of skins, and clothed them. 22. And the IJORD Gk)D said, Behold, the man is 
become as one of Us, to know good and eyil : and now, lest he put forth his 
hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever ; 23. There- 
fore the LoBD Gk>D sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to tUl the ground 
from whence he was taken. 24. So He droye out the man ; and He placed at 
the east of the garden of Eden Gherubims, and a flaming sword whioQ turned 
eyery way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 



18. The herb of the field, in- 
stead of the beautiful fruits of 
Eden. 

20. Called his wife's name Eve, 
Eve means "living." This was 
an act of faith in Adam. 

The mother of all living. Of 
all such as through Ohbist (the 
woman's seed) should attain ever- 
lasting life. 

21. Made them. Ordered them 
to make. 

Coats of shins. Probably taken 



from beasts slain in sacrifice then 
first instituted. Comp. ch. iv. 3, 4. 

22. Is become as one of Us, One 
of the Three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity. A kind of irony. 

The tree of l\fe would have 
maintained the natural life for 
ever. 

24. To keep the way of the tree 
of life. To show us that we can- 
not obtain eternal life unless 
Cheist give us power to eat of 
that Tree. 



EvEimrG. Genesis vi. 

This chapter shows hoWt in consequence qf Adam's fall, all the world was 
lost; that, seeing the nature and results of sin, we may know of what to repent* 
Hope of restoration is held out by the example of Noah, 

1. And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the £stce of the 
earth, and daughters were bom unto them, 2. That the sons of God saw the 
daughters of men that they were feir ; and they took them wiyes of all which 
they chose. 3. And the Lobd said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, 
for that he also is flesh : yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 
4. There were giants in the earth in those days ; and also after that, when the 
sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children 
to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 



2. Sons of God, The descend- 
ants of Seth (Ch. iv. 26), in con- 
tradistinction to the posterity of 
Cain, who were called "sons of 
men." 

3. Strive, Eeprove, remain 
with. God's long-suffering has 
limits. 

For that he also is flesh. Car- 
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nal, given over to the lusts of the 
flesh. 

An hundred and twenty years. 
I. e., before I execute My ven- 
geance. This was while the " long- 
suflTering of God waited in the 
days of Noah." 1 S. Pet. iii. 20. 

4. Giants, Not in stature only, 
but in wickedness. Wisd. xiv. 6. 
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5. And God saw that the wiokedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
eyeiy imagination of the thoughts of hU heart was only eyil oontinuallj. 6. 
And it repented the Lobd that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved 
Him at Mis heart 7. And the IjOSD said, I will destroy man whom I hare 
created from the fi&oe of the earth s both man, and beast, and the creeping 
thing, and the fowls of the air ; for it repenteth Me that I have made them. 
8. But Noah fomid grace in the eyes of the Load. 9. These are the genera- 
tions of Noah : Noah was a mst man and perfect in his generations, and Noah 
walked with God. 10. And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
11. The earth also was corrupt before QoD, and the earth was filled with vio- 
lence. 12. And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt ; for 
all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 13. And God said unto 
Noah, The end of aU flesh is come before Me ; for the earth is filled with yio- 
lence throu^ them ; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14. 
Make thee an ark of gopher wood $ rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and 
shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. 15. And this is the fashion 
which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred 
cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 16. A 
window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it aboye ; 
and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, 



6. It repented the Lord, An ac- 
commodation to the human mode 
of speaking. God acted as a man 
who repented would act. 

7. Man and beast, Not him 
alone, but his. Man had misused 
tbe good gifts of God ; they should 
share his punishment. 

8. Noah, alone in the fallen 
woirld. The name means rest or 
comfort ; the man in whom there 
shall be rest and comfort in a pe- 
rishine world when iniquity shall 
abound. Thus he is a type of 
Chbist. Comp. Isa. xxxii. 2. 

9. Generations. Account, doings 
of himself and his family. 

A just man. Noah is men- 
tioned in Ezek. xiv. 14, 20, with 
Daniel and Job. Ecclus. xliv. 17 : 
"Noah was found perfect and 
righteous ; in the time of wrath 
lie was taken in exchange for the 
world." Comp. Heb. xi. 7. 

Perfect in kts generations. Sin- 
cere, and free from mortal sin 
among the men of his age and race. 

10. Japheth. He was probably 
the eldest of the three. Ch. x. 2 ; 
1 Ohron. i. 6. 



14. An ark. Computed by some 
to have been of more than forty- 
two thousand tons burden; by 
others, more than seventy-two 
thousand tons. The ark " wherein 
few, that is, eight souls were saved 
by water," (1 8. Pet. iii. 20,) is a 
type of the Christian Churcb, 
whose members are saved by the 
waters of Baptism. 

Qf gopher wood. Either cedar 
or cypress. 

16. " God is not the author of 
confusion ;" and in His Church all 
things are " done decently and in 
order." 1 Cor. xiv. 33, 40. 

Three hundred cubits. The cu- 
bit is the length from the elbow 
to the extremity of the longest 
finger. The ark was 4S0,000 cu- 
bits in contents. 

16. In a cubit shalt thou finish 
it, i. e., the ark above. The roof 
of the ark was to be raised a cubit, 
so as to form a ^able. Or it may 
be " by the cubit," i.e., by regular 
measure. The window probably 
consisted of several lights. 

Door, by which entrance was 
given to the animalw to be pre- 
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and tldrd.Btories shaLt thou make ii. 17. And, behold, I, eren I, do bring a 
flcx>d of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, whansin U the breath of 
life, from under heaven ; and erery thing that is in the earth shall die. 18. 
Bat with thee will I establish My coTenant i and thou shalt oome into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wires with thee. 19. And of 
eveary liying thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, 
to keep them alire with thee ; they shall be male and female. 80. Of fowls 
after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of ererr creeping thing of the 
earth after his kind, two of eraiT sort shall oome unto thee, to km them alive. 
21. And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou snalt oather it 
to thee ; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 88. Thus dia Noah s 
according to aU that God commanded him, so did he. 



served; even as the soldiers pierced 
Christ's side, and thereout came 
the water that trifled baptism. 

17. Every nation of the earth 
seems to have had some tradition 
of this flood. It was a type of the 
final destruction of the world, and 
the punishment of the lost. 

lo. With thee. Noah is made 
the depository of the promise, and 
became " heir of the righteousness 
which is by faith." Heb. xi. 7. 

Mv covenant. That the wo- 
man s seed should bruise the ser- 
pent's head. Ch. iii. 16. 



Thou and thy mm». Men and 
women apart, as was fitti^ at 
that awml time. Comp. &ch. 
xii. 12— 14j Joel ii. 16. 

20. Shall comet by some Divine 
impulse, as they came to Adam to 
be named. Ch. ii. 19. 

22. Heb. xi. 7 : 'f By faith Noah, 
being warned of GrOD of things 
not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to Ihe saving of 
his house ; by the which he con- 
demned the world, and became 
heir of the righteousness which is 
by faith." 



THE SUNDAY CALLED QUINQUAGESIMA, OE THE NEXT 
SUNDAY BEFOBE LENT. 

KosiriNa. Genesis ix. 1 — ^20. 

We hen read qf Go^e covenant of mercy with Noah and tie token in the 
rainbow. This covenant tffpifiee the perpetual mercy qf Qod m Christ, and gives 
the etronyest ineentive to repentance, 

I. And Qod blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them. Be fruitful, 
and multiplv, and replenish the earth. 8. And the fear of you and the dread 
of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, 
upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon tdl the fishes of the sea; 
into your hand are they delivered. 3. Every moving thing that Uveth shall 



1. God renews to Noah the old 
blessing (Ch. i. 28) which Adam 
had foneited through sin. 

2. A partial dominion only is 
here restored. The completer ful- 



fOment of the old law of chiefdom 
is seen in the case of the faithful 
Apostles, who had power over all 
noxious animals, &c., S. Luke x. 19 ; 
S. Mark xvi. 18. Noah is in this 
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be meat for tou ; even as the green herb have I giyen jou aU thinga« 4. But 
flesh mth the Hfe thereof which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. 5. 
And surely your blood of your lives will I require ; at the hand of every beast 
wUl I require it, and at the hand of man $ at the hand of every man's brother 
will I require the life of man. 6. Whoso sheddeth man*a blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed : for in the image of G^OD made He man. 7. And you, be 
ye fruitful, and multiply ; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply 
therein. 8. And OtOD spake imto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, 9. 
And I, behold, I establish My covenant with you, and with your seed after 
you ; 10. And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the 
cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you ; from all that go out of the 
ark, to every beast of the earth. U. And I will establish My covenant with 
you ; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood ; 
neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 12. And Gk>D 
said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between Me and you and 
every living creature that is with you, for perpetual venerations : 13. I do set 
My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between Me 
and the earth. 14. And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the 



respect a type of the second Adam, 
of Wliom it is said, Ps. viii. 6 — 8 : 
" Thou makest Him to have do- 
minion of the works of Thy hands ; 
and Thou hast put all things in 
subjection under His feet. All 
sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts 
of the field. The fowls of the air 
and the fishes of the sea; and 
whatsoever walketh through the 
paths of the seas." 

3. Sven as the ^reen herb. As 
hitherto ye have eaten herbs, so 
ye may henceforward eat flesh. 
Probably the flesh of beasts killed 
in sacri^ce was eaten before the 
flood. 

4. Which is the blood thereof. 
It was only by revelation that 
Noah knew that the blood was 
the Hfe. 

Not eat. Lev. iii. 17 ; Acts xv. 
20, 29. This was a positive law, 
binding only for a time. The blood, 
which IS the life, should be offered 
in sacrifice to the Lobd of life. 

6. At the hand of every beast. 
See Exod. xxi. 28. 

6. 8hall his bhod be shed, S. 
Matt. xxvi. 52: "All they that 
take the sword shall perisn with 



the sword." E;om. xiii. 4 : " He" 
[the magistrate] " beareth not the 
sword in vain." Henceforward 
the murderer was handed over to 
human law. 

In the image qf God, There- 
fore, in destroying man, you de- 
stroy God's image. 

9. Covenant, A free promise 
on God's side only. 

10. From all that go out of the 
ark, " to every living being of the 
earth," so as to include the fishes, 
creatures not in the ark. 

13. I do set My bow. The 
rainbow, before only a natural 
phenomenon, receives now a new 
signification. The rainbow is the 
refraction of light through falling 
water, so that by this influence 
that which had been the means of 
destruction and punishment, be- 
came the sign ana token of mercy. 
It was a fitting emblem of this, as 
being a bow without an arrow, as 
turned away from earth, as re- 
freshing the ground with gentle 
showers. Isa. liv. 8 — 12 ; Ecclus. 
xliii. 11, 12. 

In the clouds, from whence the 
flood came. 
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earth, ihai the bow shall be seen in the doud : 15. And I will remember My 
oorenant, which is between Me and you and erery living creature of all flesh ; 
and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16. And the 
bow shall be in the doud ; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the 
eyerlasting covenant between G-OD and every living creature of all flesh that is 
upon the earth. 17. And God said xmto Noah, This is the token of the co- 
venant, which I have established between Me and all flesh that is upon the 
earth. 18. And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and 
Ham, and Japheth : and Ham is the &ther of Canaan. 19. These are the 
three sons of Noah : and of them was the whole earth overspread. 



14. The how shall be seen, " The 
sacramental sign of sin forgiyen," 
a beautiful type of Baptism. 

"Faith could not but the symbol 

own — 
The rainbow round the Mercy-throne ; 
Or part of the great spousal ring 
That weds the Bride unto her £ing j 



Or half disclosed with His bright 

bow 
The mighty Conqueror seen below." 
I. Williams. 
(Creation. Note P. Sec. Day.) 

18. Canaan, The ancestor of 
the accursed Canaanites. 



ISiYnmsa. Genesis xii. 

Abraham is a type of the restored man. At God*s command he went forth 
from his idolatrous country and his father* s house in search of a better land 
which the Lord had promised him ; so we ought to seek God's mercy in Christ 
in seif'dental, mortification, and the faith that works by love, 

1. Now the LoBD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and firom thy other's house, unto a land that I will shew 
thee : 2. And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great : and thou shalt be a blessing : 3. And I will bless them 
that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee : and in thee shall all families 
of the earth be blessed. 4. So Abram departed, as the Lobd had spoken unto 
him ; and Lot went with him : and Abram was seventy and five years old 
when he departed out of Haran. 5. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and 



1. Up to this time men might 
still have learnt from Shem what 
had been delivered to him by 
Methuselah and other contempo- 
raries of Adam. Now this mode 
of instruction was about to be lost. 

Sad said. This was Abram's 
second call. His first call was 
from Ur, from his country and 
kindred, ch. xi. 31 ; xv. 7 ; Josh, 
xxiv . 3. His second caU was from 
his father's house in Haran, after- 
wards called Carrhse, near the Up- 
per Euphrates. Comp. Acts vii. 3. 

Get thee out, A type of the 



awakening summons of God's 
Spirit in the Christian's heart, as 
Aoraham's first caU is a figure of 
our call in Baptism. 

3. In thee. I.e., in th^ seed, 
which is.CHEisT. Gal. iii. 16. 
** Abraham," says our Lobd, " re- 
joiced to see My day : and he saw 
it, and was glad." H. John viii. 56. 
Abraham had no child yet, but his 
faith never failed. Acts vii. 6. 

4. Abram departed. Heb. xi. 
8. *' By faith Abraham, when he 
was called to go out into a place 
which he sboula after receive for an 
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Lot his brother^fl son, and all their aubstanoe that thaj had gathered, and the 
soids that they had gotten in Hanm ; and they went forth to go into the land 
of Canaan ; and 'into the land of Canaan they came. 6. And Abram passed 
through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the 
Canaanite was then in the land. 7. And the Lobd appeared unto Abram, and 
said, Unto thy seed will I give this land : and there builded he an altar unto 
the Lobd, Who appeared unto him. 8. And he removed from thence unto a 
mountain on the east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, haying Beth-el on 
the west, and Hai on the east : and there he builded an altar unto the Lobd, 
and called upon the name of the Lobd. 9. And Abram journeyed, going on 
still toward the south. 10. And there was a fiunine in the land : and Abram 
went down into Egypt to sojourn there ; for the fomine was grieyous in the 
land. U. And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, 
that he said unto Sarai his wue, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman 
to look upon : 12. Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall 
see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife : and they will kiU me, but they 
will saye thee aliye. 13. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister : that it may be 
well with me for thy sake ; and my soul shall liye because of thee. 14. And 
it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld 
the woman that she was yeir hir. 15. The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, 
and commended her before Fharaoh : and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's 
house. 16. And he entreated Abram well for her sake : and he had sheep, 
and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidseryants, and she asses, and 



inheritance, obeyed ; and he went 
out, not knowingwhither he went." 

5. Lot Brother of Sarai and 
son of Haran, Abram's half bro- 
ther. Ch. xi. 27. 

JECaran. One day's journey from 
XJr, if , as it is thought, XJr be the 
same as Orfa, or Edessa. 

Into the land of Canaan they 
came. Obedience comes first, 
knowledge afterwards. 

6. Sichem or Shechem, the cen- 
tre and the garden of Palestine, is 
situated in a narrow yalley, seyen 
miles south of Samaria, at the foot 
of Mounts Ebal and Gerizim. 
Here Jeroboam, on his reyolt, es- 
tablished his capital. (1 Kings xii. 
25.) And here Chbist conyersed 
with the Samaritan woman. (S. 
John iy. 6.) 

Was then, i.e., was already. 
The plain of Moreh is probably 
"the oak of Moreh." Judg. ix. 6, 
37 ; Dent. xi. 30. 

7. The Lord appeared, by an 
aagel. 



Builded he an altar. This care 
for the exercise of deyotion, sacri- 
fice, and worship, is a distinguish- 
ing mark of Abraham's faith. 

8. Bethel, "House of God," 
first called Luz, now Beitin, on 
the frontier between the kingdom 
of Israel and Judah, twelye miles 
from Jerusalem. 

13. /Say — thou art my sister. 
Sarai was Abram's niece. She is 
called Iscah, Ch. xi. 29. Abram 
b^ going down into Egjrpt with his 
wife, and concealing nis relation- 
ship to her, showed his trust in 
God, leaying it to Him to defend 
his cause, which the Lobd did de- 
fend by preserying his life and 
Sarai's chastity. Uh. xx. ; xxyi. 
The forbidden degrees of marriage 
were not strictly laid down in those 
early times. Tne Jews were under 
seyere limitations, which haye oyer 
been the rule in the Chnstiaii 
Church. 

16. JSntreated. Ghiye him many 
presents, as Abimelech. Ch. xx.14. 
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oftmels. 17. And the LoiU) plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagnes 
becauee of Sarai Abraiii'8 wife. 18. And Pharaoh called Abnm, and said. 
What ia this that thou hast done unto me P why didst thou not tell me that 
she was thj wife ? 19. Why saidst thou, She is my sister ? so I might hare 
taken her to me to wife : now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy 
way. 20. And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him : and th^ sent 
him away, and his wife, and all that he had. 



17. The Lord plagued. Per- 
haps with barrenness. Gh. zx. 17, 
18. *' He suffered no man to do 
them wrong, but reproved even 
kinss for their sakes. Ps. cv. 14. 
"Marriage is honourable in all, 
and the bed undefiled : but whore- 



mongers and adulterers OtOD will 
judge." Heb. ziii. 4. 

18. l%fwife, Pharaoh, brought 
to reflection by Gk)D's judgment, 
perhaps learned the truth from 



f<nt. 

Left is the time when the Churcli calls her children to " bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance,** and so to prepare for a joyM Eesurrection. 
And having shown to us what repentance is by settms before us certain 
events in tne lives of members of the family chosen oy God to be the 
keeper and witness of His traditions, she turns to the doctrine of 
Chbist's Passion, and teaches that we must take up our cross and 
follow Him in humility and suffering. 



FIEST SUNDAY DT LENT. 
MoBimra. Gen. ziz. to ver. 80. 

Lotiaa rign of the body of Chritt in the last days, qf the Chrietiane who shall 
be grioved at the wiekedness of the world around, tmd by God*s mercy escape 
the great condemnation. His l\fe also may be a type of sin qfter Baptism, of 
late repentance, and qf final salvation with the loss qfall those things for whose 
sake sin had been incurred. 

1. And there came two angels to Sodom at even ; and Lot sat in the gate of 
Sodom : and Jjot seeing them rose up to meet them { and he bowed himself 



1. Ikeo angels. One of the 
three angels who appeared to 
Abraham, (ch. xviii. 2,} remained 
witli him, while the other two 
went on to Lot. 

Lot. He had now left Abra- 
ham, (ch. xiii. 11,) and, led by the 
desire of beins rich and powerful, 
had taken up his abode among the 



wicked Sodomites. He is led by 
sight, Abraham by faith. 

Sodom, in the vaUey of the Jor- 
dan, at the south-east of Canaan. 
The river seems at that time to 
have flowed into theEed Sea along 
a course now marked by a valley. 

In the gate. The general place 
of resort or meeting, answering to 
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mth his fiioe toward the groimd ; 2. And he said, Behold now, my lords, 
turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash 
your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, 
Nay ; hut we will ahide in the street all ni^t. 3. And he pressed upon them 
greatly *, and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house ; and he 
made them a feast, and did hake unleavened bread, and they did eat. 4. But 
before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed 
the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: 

5. And they called unto Lot, and said imto him, Where are the men which 
came in to thee this night ? bring them out unto us, that we may know them. 

6. And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, 

7. And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. 8. Behold now, I 
have two daughters which have not known man ; let me, I pray you, bring 
them out unto you, and do ve to them as is good in your ^es : only unto 
these men do nothing ; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof. 
9. And they said. Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to 
sojourn, ana he will needs be a judge : now will we deal worse with thee, than 
with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to 
break the door. . XO. But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into 
the house to them, and shut to the door. U. And they smote the men that 
were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great : so that 
they wearied themselves to find the door. 12. And the men said unto Lot, 
Hast thou here any besides ? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and 
whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place : 13. For we 
will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the fiice 
of the LoBD ; and the Lobd hath sent us to destroy it. 14. And Lot went 
out, and spake unto his sons in law, which marriea his daughters, and said. 
Up, get you out of this place ; for the Lobd will destroy this city. But he 
seemed as one that mockea imto his sons in law. 15. And when the morning 



the market or forum of Eoman 
to^vns 

2. ihim in, Heb. xiii. 2 : "Be 
not forgetful to entertain stran- 
gers: for thereby some have en- 
tertained angels unawares." 

In the street. This they said to 
try his character and sincerity. 

4. All the people. So that there 
were not even ten righteous in the 
ciiy. Ch. xviii. 32. 

5. Know them. Ch.iv.l. This 
vile sin continued among the Gen- 
tiles in the Apostles' time. Comp. 
Eom. i.27; ICor.vi. 9. Lot was 
a "just man" compared with these 
sinners, and was " vexed with their 
filthy conversation," "for that 
righteous man dwelling among 
them, in seeing and hearmg, vexed 
his righteous soul from day to day 



with their unlawful deeds." 2 S. 
Pet. ii. 7, 8 ; see Ezek. xvi. 49. 

8. Do ye unto them. Lot seems 
to have made this sinful ofifer 
without due thought, owins to his 
troubled state of mind at the sud- 
denness of the attempt upon his 
guests. 

11. Blindness. As in the case 
of those who sought to takeElisha. 
2 Kings vi. 18. Take heed. Chris- 
tian, that the light that is in thee 
be not darkness ; for then in vain 
shalt thou seek the Door, and the 
Lobd will profess unto thee, I 
never knew thee. 

14. Which married, i.e., were 
betrothed to, so "espoused," S. 
Matt. i. 18. These sons-in-law 
despised the warning, and were 
destroyed with their countrymen. 
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arose, then the sngelB hastened Lot, saying. Arise, take th^ wife, and thy two 
daughters, which are here ; lest thou be consumed in the iniqui^ of the city. 

16. And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the 
hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters ; the Lobd being 
merciful unto him : and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. 

17. And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he 
said. Escape for thy life ; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the 
plain ; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 18. And Lot said 
unto them. Oh, not so, my Lord : 19. Behold now, thy servant hath found 
grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast showed 
nnto me in saying my life ; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some 
eyil take me, and I die : 20. Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and 
it is a little one : Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one ?) and my soul 
shall live. 21. And he said unto him. See, I haye accepted thee concerning 
this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for uie which thou hast 
spoken. 22. Haste thee, escape thither ; for I cannot do any thing till thou 
be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 23. The 
sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. 24. Then the 
Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gbmorrah brimstone and fire from the 
Lobd out of heaven : 25. And He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, 
and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 



16. While he lingered. Lot did 
not show Abraham's readiness. 
His sojourn among the worldly 
and the wicked had influenced 
him for the worse. 

Without the city, yet not yet 
safe; he is still weak and feeole 
of heart. 

17. For thy life, with his "life 
given him for a prey," (Jer. xxi. 
9,) all else being utterly lost. Thus 
the righteous scarcely was saved. 
1 S. Pet. iv. 18. 

Looh not behind thee. This was 
to try Lot's obedience, to show 
God's hatred of the wicked city, 
dnd to teach Lot to take cheer- 
fully Ihe loss of all earthly things. 

19. I cannot escape to the moun' 
tain. Lot did not believe that He 
Who commands wiU give strength 
to perform. He looked to the 
mercy, not to the power. The 
mountains spoken of are those to 
the east of tne Dead Sea. 

22. I cannot do. Having en- 
gaged to save thee, I cannot, &c. 

Zoar, i.e., "Little," formerly 



called Bela. Ch. xiv. 2. This city 
was preserved at Lot's request, 
when the four other cities of the 
plain were destroyed. It was a 
town of Moab, on the eastern side 
of what was afterwards the Dead 
Sea. 

23. T%e suntoas risen. He had 
set out at break of day. 

24. The Lord rained— from the 
Lord, The Son rained from the 
Fatheb, implying a distinction of 
Persons. This overthrow is a fear- 
ful proof of GrOD's hatred of sin, 
and a type a^d rehearsal of the 
judgment by fire at the last day. 
S. Jude 7 ; 2 S. Pet. ii. 6. 

26. Overthrew, If we suppose 
that the agent in this overtlu'ow 
was some volcanic eruption, or 
miraculous fire from heaven, they 
are equally appalling, Gtod often 
making use of natural causes to 
execute His purposes. 

All the plain. The whole plain 
seems to nave sunk, and is now 
covered by the waters of the 
Jordan which have no outlet, and 
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26. But his wife looked back firom behind him, and she became a pUlar of 
salt. 27. And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he 
stood before the Lobd : 28. And he looked toward Sodom and Gbmorrah, 
and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the 
country went up as the smoke ot a fiiniace. 29. And it came to pass, when 
God destroyed the cities of the plain, that Gk>D remembered Abraham, and sent 
Lot out of the midst of the oyerthrow, when He overthrew the cities in the 
which Lot dwelt. 



which form the lake called the 
Dead Sea, or the Sea of Salt. Of 
the wickedness of these five cities, 
" even to this day the waste land 
that smoketh is a testimony, and 
plants bearing frait that never 
come to ripeness." Wisd. x. 7. 

26. '' Pillar of salt:* "A mo- 
nument of an xmbelieving soul." 
Wisd. X. 7. " Ko man having put 
his hand to the plough, and look- 
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of 



God." S. Luke ix. 62. " Remem- 
ber Lot's wife." Id. xvii. 32. See 
the danger of a half repentance. 

27. Before the Lord, When he 
interceded for Sodom. Ch. xviii. 
22, 23. 

29. Remembered Abraham. Lot 
was saved for Al^;raham's sake. 
" The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much." S. 
Jaines v. 16. 



EvEKiKa. G-enesis zxii. 

Here is a contrast to the halting faith qfLot, Abraham was willing to offer 
up his only son at God's command/ he shrank not from this bitter sacrifice, 
and inherited for his obedience a blessing which should extend to all families cf 
the earth. Thus at the beginning qf the visible Church was set forth a picture 
qfthe central fact qfthe Atonement. 

1. And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, 
and said unto him, Abraham : and he said, Behold, here I am. 2. And he 
said, Take now thy son, thine only, son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah : and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of 
the mountaius which I will tell thee of. 3. And Abraham rose up early in 
the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his yoimg men with him, 
and Isaac his son, and clave tlie wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and 
went imto the place of which God had told him. 4. Then on the third day 



1. Ghd did tempt Abraham, 
God tried his faith, gave him an 
opportunity of showing its power, 
that He might perfect and re- 
ward it. 

2. Thv son, thine only son. The 
child of promise, on whom were 
centred all the hopes of the future. 

Moriah. The hill whereon So- 
lomon's temple was built, and in 
the same range as that where our 
Blessed Sayioub was crucified. 
Some have supposed Mount Ge- 



rizim to be the place intended; 
but there is no sufficient reason 
for changing the locality to which 
universal tradition has assigned 
the transaction. 

Offer him. With your own 
hands. 

3. And Isaac his son. Thus 
"God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only-begotten Son." 
S. John iii. 16. 

4. On the third da/y. Beer- 
sheba was about fifty miles south 
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AbEmham lifted up hia eyes, sod eaw &e pkoe afiur oil S., And Alinliam 
Bud unto hie young men. Abide ye here with the ass i and I and the lad will 
§o yonder and woidiip, and eome again to you. 6. And Abraham took the 
wood of the bunt onbring, and laid it npon Isaac his son } and he took the 
fire in his hand, and a knife ; and they went both of them togethsr. 7. And 
Isaac spake nnto Abraham his fiither, and said. My father : and he said. Hero 
am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood : bat where is the 
laood) for a burnt offering ? 8. And Abraham said, My son, GkxD will proTido 
Himself a lamb for a burnt offering : so they went both of them togethsr. 9. 
And they came to the place which Qod had told him of; and Abraham built 
an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid 
him on the altar upon the wood. 10. And Abraham stretched forth his 
hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 11. And the angel of the Lord 
called unto him out of heayen, and said, Abraham, Abraham : and he said, 
Here am I. 12.. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou any thing unto him : for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me. 13. And Abraham lifted 
up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by 
his horns : and Abraham went and took the ram, and o£»red him up for a 
burnt offering in the stead of his son. 14. And Abraham called the name of 
that place Jenoyah-jireh : as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LoBB 
it shall be seen. 15. And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of 
heaTen the second time, 16. And said, By Myself haye I sworn, saith the 
liOBD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, 
thine only son : 17. That in blessing I wSl bless thee, and in multiplying 



of Jerosalem. Who but GrOD can 
know what those three days of 
trayail were to Abraham, — ^the 
straggle between faith and affec- 
tion, nature and grace P 

Saw the place, "Which God 
made known to him by some si^n. 
The monntainoTis region of Mo- 
riah is yisible from a long distance. 

6. And come again. Viz., " I 
and the lad.'' " Accountbg that 
God was able to raise him uj^, 
eyen from the dead." Heb. xi, 
19. 

6. Laid it tipon Isaac* Isaac 
thus bearing his wood, as Ohbist 
bore His cross. S. John xix. 17. 

8. In this Abraham uttered a 
TOophecnr that God would proyide 
Himself a sacrifice in His Sov. 

9. Boimd, Aas Chbist was nailed 
to the cross. 

10. An imitation of the act of 
the Abnighty Fatheb in giving 
His Son to die for us. 



13. In the stead. So Chbist's 
divine nature remained impassible, 
but in His humanity He suffered 
for the world. Perhaps it was 
now that Abraham saw the day 
of Chbist and the mystery of the 
Gross. S. John yiii. 56. 

14. Jehovah'jireh. <*TheLoBD 
will see," or "provide," referring 
to his own words, v. 8. 

It shall be seen, A proverbial 
saying, implying that in the 
mountain of the Lobd aid will 
alwajrs be forthcoming ; or, as He 
provided for Abraham's need, so 
He wiUprovide for ours. 

15. Tnere has been no such 
occasion aeain, jxoip shall there be 
till it shtdl be said by Chbist 
Himself to him that nas over- 
come, the true son in the faith 
of the faithful Abraham, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant; 
enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lobd." 
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I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heayen, and as the sand which is 
upon the sea shore ; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ; X8. 
And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth he hlessed ; hecause thou 
hast obeyed My voice. 19. So Abraham returned unto his young men, and 
they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba ; and Abraham dwelt at Beer- 
sheba. 20. And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, 
saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also bom children imto thy brother Nahor $ 

21. Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the fiither of Aram, 

22. And Ghesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and BethueL 23. 
And Bethuel begat Bebekah : these eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham's 
brother. 24. And his concubine, -whose name was Beumah, she bare also 
Tebah, and Ghiham, and Thahash, and Maachah. 



17. I will multiply. A father, 
for the love of God, willing to be 
childless, is for that willingness 
made the father of nations, and 
of all that are in Chbist. 

The gate. The cities and coun- 
try, as Deut. xii. 12. 

18. In thy seed. In Chbist. This 
is an indication that man's reco- 
verjr should not be effected by any 
self-relying efforts of mankind, as 



they were scattered throughout 
the earth, but through a gift 
which it would please G-od to 
bestow upon them« through the 
one peculiar channel of His own 
election. 

20 — 24. This geffealogy is given 
for the sake of Eebecca, Isaac's 
wife. 

20. She hath also, Ereferring 
to Sarah, her sister-in-law. 



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 

MoBiaNa. Genesis xxviL 

Esau and Jacob are types of the carnal and spiritual, the bad and good 
Christian. The latter shows his faith in Ood and trust in promised blessings ; 
the former is a careless and profane person, altogether unmincl/ul qf heavenly 
things and qfhis own privileges. 

1. And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so 
that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My 
son : and he said unto him, Behold, here am I. 2. And he said, Behold now, 
I am old, I know not the day of my death : 3. Now therefore take, I pray 
thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take 
me some venison : 4. And mskke me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring 



1. Old. About 137 years of 
age, though he lived more than 
forty years after this. 

3. Take me some venison. Isaac 
desired Esau to dispose himself 
to receive his blessmg by obe- 
dience and ministering to his 
father's wants. 



4. Make me savoury meat. The 
day of blessing was to be a fes- 
tival. Isaac here teaches a truth 
respecting the support of the 
clergy. " If we have sown xmto 
you spiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we shall reap your carnal 
things P** 1 Cor. ix. 11. 
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it to me, that I may eat ; that my sonl may bless thee before I die. 5. And 
Bebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the 
field to hunt for yenison, and to bring it. 6. And Bebekah spake unto Jacob 
ho* son, sayings Behold, I heard thy &ther speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, 
7. Bring me venison, and make me sayoury meat, that I may eat, and bless 
thee before the LosD before my death. 8. "Sow therefore, my son, obey my 
yoice according to that which I command thee. 9. Gk> now to the flock, and 
fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats ; and I will make them 
savouiy meat for thy fiither, such as he loyeth : 10. And thou shalt bring it 
to thy &ther, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death. 
U. And Jacob said to Biebekah his mother. Behold, Esau my brother is a 
hairy man, and I am a smooth man : 12. My fother peradyenture will foel 
me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiyer ; and I shall bring a curse upon me, 
and not a blessing. 13. And his mother said unto him. Upon me be thy 
curse, my son : oidy obey my yoice, and go fetch me Uiem. 14. And he went, 
and fetched, and brought them to his mother : and his mother made sayouxy 
meat, such as his father loyed. 15. And Bebekah took goodly raiment of her 
eldest son Esau, Vhich were with her in the house, and put tnem upon Jacob 
her younger son : 16. And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon 
his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck : 17. And she gaye l£e sayoury 
meat and the br^td, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 
18. And he came unto his fother, and said, My fother : and he said, Here am 
I ; who art thou, my son P 19. And Jacob said unto his fother, I am Esau, 
thy firstborn ; I haye done according as thou badest me : arise, I pray thee, 
sit and eat of my yenison, that thy soul may bless me. 20. And Isaac 
said unto his son. How is it that thou hast foimd it so quickly, my son ? 
And he said. Because the LosD thy God brought it to me. 21. And Isaac 
said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may foel thee, my son, 
whether thou be my yery son Esau or not. 22. And Jacob went near imto 



May bless. This blessing, so 
earnestly desired, had respect to 
the promised seed, the Messiah. 

7. Before the Lord. As in the 
sight of God, God inspiring and 
ordering the blessing. 

8. Obey my voice, Rebecca had 
been told that the elder should 
serve the younger (chap. xxv. 23), 
and may now nave been acting 
under the hand of God, to reward 
him who valued the covenant of 
God made with Abraham and 
Isaac, and to punish him who 
despised it, and had sold his birth- 
right. Ch. xxv. 33, 34. 

M, Jacob, He was "a plain 
man" (ch, xxv. 27,) one void of 
guile and deceit, even as Chbist, 
alludinj? to Jacob's name, Israel, 
said of Nathanael, " Behold an 



Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile." S. John i. 47. 

13. TJ^pon me. Knowing that 
the issue would be happy, that no 
curse would ensue, but a blessing. 

15. Goodly raiment, Tjrpical 
of the Gentue and the Christian 
succeeding to the spiritual pri- 
vileges of the Jew. The younger 
stands in the elder's place, havmg 
put on Chbist. 

16. So Chbist, of Whom Jacob 
is a type, took our sins upon Him. 

19. J am Esau, In obedience 
to his mother, Jacob speaks and 
acts a falsehood, in order to ob- 
tain that blessing which rightly 
belonged to him. But we must 
not judge him hastily, because 
much in this transaction is mys- 
terious, and God Himself says. 
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Isaac hxB father : aod he felt him, and said, The roioe is Jacob's voice, bat the 
hands are the hands of Esau. 23. And he discerned him not, becaose his 
hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands : so he blessed him. 24. And 
he said. Art thou my reary son Esau P And he said, I am. 25. And he said. 
Bring it near to me, and I will eat of mj son's venison, that my soul may 
bless thee. And he brought it near to hmn, and he did eat : and he brought 
him wine, and he drank. 26. And his &ther Isaac said unto him. Gome 
near now, and kiss me, my son. 27. And he came near, and kissed him : 
and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said. See, the 
smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lobd hath blessed : 28. 
Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, 
and plenty of com and wine : 29, Let people serve thee, and nations bow 
down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow 
down to thee : cursed be every one that ourseth thee, and blessed be he that 
blesseth thee. 30. And it came to paes, as soon as Isaac had made an end of 
blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out fixmi the presence of Isaac 
his fiither, that Esau his brother came in fix^m his hunting. 31. And he also 
had made savoury meat, and brought it imto his father, and said unto his father, 
Let my father arise, and eat of lus son's venison, that thy soul may bless me. 
32. Ajid Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou P And he said, I am 
thy son, thy firstborn Esau. 33. And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and 
said. Who P where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I 
have eaten of all before thou earnest, and have blessed him P yea, and he shall 
be blessed. 34. And when Esau heard the words of his fi^ther, he cried with 
a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me 
also, O my father. 35. And he said. Thy brother came with subtilty, and 
hath taken away thy blessing. 36. And he said, Js not he rightly named 
Jacob P for he hath supplant^ me these two times : he took away my birth- 
right ; -and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said. Hast 
thou not reserved a blessing for me P 37. And Isaac answered and said unto 
Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all hia brethren have I given 
to him for servants ; and with com and wine have I sustained him : and what 
shall I do now unto thee, my son P 38. And Esau said unto his father. Hast 



" Jacob have I loved." Eom. ix. 
13. 

22. Tkev(>ic€,&c. SoinCHBiST, 
the voice was the voice of the Son 
of God, but the outward appear- 
ance that of mortal man. Or, 
a^ain, our nature inherits not by 
right, but through the merits of 
the elder brother, the Firstborn, 
Chbist. 

23. JBJe blessed him. He pre- 
pared to bless him. 

28, 29. The blessing is divided 
into four parts. Isaac prays or 
prophesies — 1. Wealth; 2. Em- 
pire ; 3. Pre-eminence among his 
brethren ; 4. God's favour. 



33. Trembled. By a sadden 
inspiration he saw the hand of 
God in what had befallen, and 
then does willingly what before 
he had done in ignorance. Ch. 
xxviii. 3, 4. 

34. He cried. Not with any 
repentance for his former error, 
but merely with grief for his own 
temporal loss and his brother's 
gain. 

36. Jacob. I.e., "supplanter, 
tripper up." Ch. xxv. 26, 31. 

37. I name made him thy lord. 
Primarily fulfilled when David 
conquered Edom. 2 Sam. viii. 
14. 
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thou but one blessing, my fikther ? bless me, eren me also, O my hUher. And 
Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 39. And Isaac his &ther answered and 
said unto him. Behold, thy dwelling shall be the &tness of the earth, and of 
the dew of heaven from above i 40. And by thy sword shalt thou Uve, and 
shalt serve thy brother : and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the 
dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck. 41. And Esau 
hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his fiither blessed him : and 
Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my &ther are at hand ; then 
will I slay my brother Jacob. 42. And these words of Esau her elder son 
were told to Bebekah : and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and 
said unto him, Behold, thv brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort 
himself, purposing to kill thee. 43. Now therefore, my son, obey my voice ; 
and anse, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran ; 44. And tarry with 
him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away ; 45. Until thy brother's 
anger turn away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him : 
then I will send, and fetch thee from thence : why should I be deprived also 
of you both in one day P 46. And Bebekah said to Isaac, I am wearv of my 
life because of the daughters of Heth : if Jacob tske a wife of the daughters of 
Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall . 
my life do me ? 



38. Wept, "Ye know how that 
afterward, when he would have 
inherited the blessing, he was re- 
jected : for he found no place of 
repentance, though he sought it 
carefuUy with tears." Heb. xii. 17. 

39. See ch. xxxiii. 9. The fat- 
ness. Marg. : "of the fatness;" 
others, " away firom the fatness," 
"Seir" being a rocky, barren 
country. 

40. Bif thy sword. Such was 
the character of the Edomites, 
the descendants of Esau. 

Break his yoke. Fulfilled by 
the rebellion of the Edomites in 
the time of Jehoram. 2 Kings 
viii. 20. 



41. Will I slay. So the Jew 
persecuted the Gentile Christian. 

45. Of you both. By the mur- 
der of one, and the consequent 
flight and banishment of the other. 
Or she alludes to the custom of 
the avenging of blood, which 
would have forced Jacob's nearest 
relation to kill Esau. Comp. 2 
Sam. xiv. 6, 7. 

46. Heth. Esau had married 
Hittite women. Ch. xxvi. 35. 
Bebecca conceals the true reason 
why she wished to remove Jacob 
for a time, in order to spare Isaac 
sorrow. Daughters qfMeth, Hit- 
tites» 



Eymmira. QeneiiaB xzxiv. 

The sin of Dinah and its consequences show that if we put ourselves in the 
way qf temptation, we cannot expect to he d^ended from the effects qf our 
wiyklfoUy, and how one sin leads to another. 

1. And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went out 



1. Went out. Without her fa- 
ther's knowledge, on the occasion 
of some ffreat festival at Sheohem, 
led by iale curiosity, and vanity. 



and love of pleasure. Being the 
daughter of Leah she was ^1 
sister to Simeon and Levi, which 
accounts for their revenge, ver. 26. 
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to see the daughters of the land. 2. And when Shechem the son of Hamor 
the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her, and lay with her, and 
defiled her. 3. And his soul clave unto Dinah ihe daughter of Jacob, and he 
loyed the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel. 4. And Shechem spake 
unto his fikther Hamor, saying. Get me this damsel to wife. 5. And Jacob 
heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter : now his sons were with his 
cattle in the field : and Jacob held his peace until they were come. 6. And 
Hamor the father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune with him. 
7. And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when they heard it : and the 
men were grieved, and they were very wroth, because he had wrought folly in 
Israel in lying with Jacob's daughter ; which thing ought not to be done. 8. 
And Hamor communed with them, saying, The sold of my son* Shechem 
longeth for your daughter : I pray you give her him to wife. 9. And make 
ye marriages with us, and give your daughters imto us, and take our daughters 
unto you. 10. And ye shall dwell with us : and the land shall be before 
you : dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein. U. And 
Shechem said unto her father and unto her brethren. Let me find grace in 
your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I will give. X2. Ask me never so 
much dowry and gift, and I will give according as ye shall say unto me : but 
give me the damsel to wife. X3. And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem 
and Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their 
sister : X4. And they said unto them. We cannot do this thing, to give our 
sister to one that is uncircumcised ; for that were a reproach unto us : 15. But 
in this will we consent unto you : If ye will be as we be, that every male of 
you be circumcised : X6. Then will we give our daughters unto you, and we 
will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will 
become one people. 17. But if ye will not hearken imto us, to be circum- 
cised ; then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone. X8. And their 
words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's son. 19. And the yoimg man 
deferred not to do the thing, because he had delight in Jacob's daughter : and 
he was more honourable than all the house of his father. 20. Aiid Hamor 
and Shechem his son came unto the gate of their city, and commimed with the 
men of their city, saying, 21. These men are peaceable with us ; therefore 
let them dwell in the land, and trade therein $ for the land, behold, it is large 
enough for them ; let us take their daughters to us for wives, and let us give 
them our daughters. 22. Only herein will the men consent unto us for to 
dwell with us, to be one people, if every male among us be circumcised, as 
they are circumcised. 23. Shall not their cattle and their substance and 
every beast of their's be our's ? only let us consent unto them, and they will 
dwell vnth us. 24. And unto Hamor and imto Shechem his son hearkened 



3. Spake kindly. Mats, : " to 
the heart of the damsel,' spake 
soothing words of affection, to 
comfort and assure her. Comp. 
Hos. ii. 14. 

7. In Israel, Against Israel 
or Jacob. Shechem had defiJled 
the holiness of the chosen family. 

14. The rite of Circumcision 
had been given to Abraham, Gen. 



xvii. 10 — 14. See on Festival of 
the Circumcision. 

15. It was an aggravation of 
their guilt, to make use of a pre- 
tence of religion to cover their 
evil design. 

20. Gate, Where the chief men 
sat in judgment and the market 
was held. See on eh. xix. 1 ; and 
for Shechem, on eh. xii. 6. 
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aU that went ont of the gate of his city ; and every male was circumeued, all 
that went out of the gate of hia dtj. 25. And it came to pass on the third 
day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jaooh, Smieon and Levi, 
Dmah's brethien, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, 
and slew all the males. 26. And they slew Hamor and Bhechem his son 
with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem*s house, and went 
out. 27. The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, 
because they had defiled their sister. 28. They took their sheep, and 
their oxen, and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was 
in the field, 29. And aJl their wealth, and all their httle ones, and their 
wiyes took tibiey captiye, and spoiled even all that was in the house. 30. And 
Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye hare troubled me to make me to stink 
among the inhabitants of the land, among the Oonaanites and the Perbzites : 
and I being few in number, they shall gather themselyes together against me, 
and slay me ; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house. 3X. And they said. 
Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot ? 



24. Circumcised. I^ot from a 
religions motive, but using religion 
as a cloke for coyetonsness and 
lost. 

26. Chi the third da/y. When 
inflammation usually set in after 
circumcision. 

Simeon and Levi. See on verse 
1. Thev were doubtless accom- 
panied by their dependents and 
servants, but not by tneir brothers. 
V.27. 

Slew all the males. Compare 



the words of Jacob (chap. xlix. 
5,) "instruments of cruelty are 
in their habitation." Judith ix. 
2 — 4. Thus one sin ever leads to 
another. 

27. I%e sons of Jacob, profiting 
by their brothers' crime. 

30. To make me to stink. To 
render me odious. Exod. v. 21. 
Jacob had known nothing of his 
sons' intentions, and was now 
deeply grieved at their wicked- 



THIED SUNDAY IN LENT. 
MoBNnra. Genesis xzxix. 

Joseph was sent firth into the world and exposed to temptation, but was 
strengthened under it, because it was not qf his own seeking, and because he 
trusted in God. His ** light affliction " worked fir him an exceeding weight ^f 
glory. He is one qf the most perfect types if our Lord in Holy Scripture, 
especially as to His humiliation and subsequent exaltation to the right hand qf 
God. 

I. And Joseph was brought down to Egypt ; and Fotiphar, an officer of 



1. Joseph. Sold by his breth- 
ren, especially Judah, as a slave, 



as Chbist was sold by Judas Is- 
cariot Ch. xxxvii. 26, 27, 36. 
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Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the 
Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither. 2. And the LoKD was 
with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man ; and he was in the house of his 
master the E^ptian. 3. And his master saw that the Lobd was with him, 
and that the Lobd made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 4. And 
Joseph found grace in his sight, and he serred him : and he made him oyer- 
seer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 5. And it 
came to pass from the time that he had made him orerseer in his house, and 
oyer all Uiat he had, that the Load blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's 
sake ; and the blessing of the Load was upon all that he had in the house, 
and in the field. 6. And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand ; and he 
knew not ought he had, saye the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a 
goodly person, and well febTOured. 7. And it came to pass after these things, 
that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph ; and she said. Lie with me. 
8. But he refased, and said imto his master^s wife, Behold, my master 
wotteth not what Ib with mo in the house, and he hath committed aU that he 
hath to my hand ; 9. There is none greater in this house than I ; neither 
hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife : 
how then can I do t^iis great wickedness, and sin against Gk>D P 10. And it 
came to |)ass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, tiiat he hearkened not unto 
her, to lie by her, or to be with her. 11. And it came to pass about this time, 
that Joseph went into the house to do hi^ business ; and there was none of 
the men of the house there within. 12. And she caught him by his garment, 
saying, Lie with me : and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got 
him out. 13. And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment 
in her hand, and was fled forth, 14. That she called unto the men of her 
house, and spake unto them, saying. See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto 
us to mock us ; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud 
yoice : 15. And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my yoice 
and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out. 16. 
And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. 17. And she 
spake unto him according to these words, saying. The Hebrew servant, which 
thou hast brought unto us, came in imto me to mock me : 18. And it came 
to pass, as I lifted up my yoice and cried, that he left his garment with me, 
and fled out. 19. And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of 
his wife, which she spake unto him, saying. After this manner did thy servant 
to me ; that his wrath was kindled. 20. And Joseph's master took him, and 



Fharaoh, King Phiops, or 
Apbopbis, a Mempbite Pharaoh, 
reining probably at On or Helio- 
pohs. 

An Egyptian. Mentioned be- 
cause there were many Canaaoites 
and Arabians at the court, and 
Joseph could rise to a hi^h position 
only through an Egyptian. 

2. The Lord was toith Joseph, 
The Presence of God was pecu- 
liarly with Joseph, and he moat 
remarkably felt and recognized 
that Presence throughout his life. 



6. This verse, compared with 
verses 22, 23, exhibits Joseph as 
a type of Cheist in His media- 
torial office. Comp. ch. xli. 44; 
S. John i. a. 

9. Against God. Whose eye, 
he knew, was upon him. 

12. JFled. Other sins maybe con- 
quered by fighting, this by flight. 

14. Saying. Bo of Christ: 
''False witnesses did rise up; 
they laid to Mv charge things 
that I knew not. Ps. xxxv. 11. 

To mock us. To disgrace us. 
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pot him into the prison, a place where the king*! priaonen were boimd : and 
he was there in the prison. 21. But the Lobd wae with Joseph, and showed 
him mercj, and gave him fiiTOur in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 88. 
And the keeper of the prison oommittMl to Joseph's hand all the prisonen 
that were in the prison ; and whatsoerer they did tiiere, he was the doer of it 
23. The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his 
hand ; hecause the LoBD was with him, and that which he did, the Lou) 
made it to prosper. 



20. Into the prison. Ps. cv. 18 : 
"Whose feet they hurt with fet- 
ters: he was laid in iron." So 
Chbist was^laid in the bonds of 
the grave, yet was "free among 
the dead," as Joseph among the 
prisoners. 

Kin^ prisoners. Prisoners of 
war. Thus Chbist was "num- 
bered with transgressors." 

22. He was the doer of it. In 



this too Joseph was a type of 
Chbist, in Whose person are 
gathered together all functions 
which are discharged on God's 
part towards man, and on man's 
part towards GrOD. 

23. Joseph's ofSce in the family, 
the prison, and the throne, repre- 
sents Chbist's mediatorship in 
earth, hell, and heayen. 



ETBimra. Genesis xlii. 

God brings distress upon sinnerst in order to awaken their consciences and 
lead them to repentance. Joseph raised firom prison to be a governor and the 
support of the world, is a type qf Christ t exalted m His human nature to the 
right hand of Ood, and becoming to all that resort to Him " the Bread ofl\fe.** 

1. Now when Jacob saw that there was com ui Egypt, Jacob said imto his 
sons. Why do ye look one upon another ? 2. And he said. Behold, I have 
heard that there is com in Egypt : get you down thither, and buy for us from 
thence ; that we may liye and not die. 3. And Joseph's ten brethren went 
down to buy com in Egypt. 4. But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob 
sent not with his brethren ; for he said. Lest peradyenture mischief be&U him. 
5. And the sons of Israel came to buy com among those that came .* for the 
£unine was in the land of Canaan. 6. And Joseph was the goyemor oyer 
the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land : and Joseph's 
brethren came, and bowed down themselyes before him with their faces to the 
earth. 7. And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made 
himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them : and he said unto 
them. Whence come ye P And they said, Erom the land of Canaan to buy 
food. 8. And Joseph knew his bretbren, but they knew not him. 9. And 



1. Com in JBgypt. Provided 
by the care of Joseph. See eh. 
xli. 33, sqq. MOre than twenty 
years had passed since Joseph's 
separation m>m his family. 

6. Gwerruyr. Joseph, raised 
from the dungeon, becomes the 
chief governor of the land; so 
Chbist, raised from the dead, is 
exalted to God's right Land, and 



F 2 



" all power is given unto Him iu 
heaven and earth." S. Matt, 
xxviii. 18. 

Bowed down themselves. Thus 
fulfilling Joseph's dream. Chap, 
xxxvii. 7. 

7. Boughhf. To bring them to 
a sense of their evil conduct 
towards him. Heb. xii. 6. 

8. Xnew not him. See on v. 1. 
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Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto 
them, Ye are spies ; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. 10. And 
they said unto him, Kay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants oome. 
U. We are all one man's sons ; we are true men, thy servants are no spies. 
12. And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are 
come. 13. And they said. Thy servants are twelye brethren, the sons of one 
man in the land of Canaan ; and, behold, the youngest is tiiis dajy with our 
fikther, and one is not. 14. And Joseph said unto them. That is it that I 
spake unto you, saying. Ye are spies : 15. Hereby ye shall be proTed : By 
t^e life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother 
oome hither. 16. Send one of you, and let him £9tch your brother, and ye 
shall be kept in prison, that your words may be proved, whether there be any 
truth in you : or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. 17. And lie 
put them all together into ward three days. 18. And Joseph said unto them 
the third day, This do, and live ; for I fear GK)d : 19. If ye be true men, let 
one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison : go ye, carry com 
for the fiimine of your houses : 20. But bring your youngest brother unto 
me ; so shall your words be yerified, imd ye shall not die. And they did so. 
21. And they said one to another. We are yerily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we 
would not hear ; therefore is this distress come upon us. 22. And Beuben 
answered them, saying. Spake I not unto you, saying. Do not sin against the 
child ; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is -required. 
23. And they knew not that Joseph understood them ; for he spake imto 
them by an interpreter. 24. And he turned himself about from them, and 
wept ; and returned to them again, and communed with them, and took from 
them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 25. Then Joseph com- 
manded to fill their sacks with com, and to restore every man's money into 



9. Te are. Spoken by way of 
trial, or question. 

8]nes, The Egyptians were at 
enmity wil^ some or the tribes of 
Canaan, and Joseph was quite 
right to examine strangers tram 
that countiy. Comp. ch. xlyi. 34, 
where we learn that shepherds by 
occupation were considered un- 
clean by the Egyptians. 

Nakedness. Tne weak places. 

11. One man's s<ms. Ana there- 
fore not likely to be sent on such 
an errand. 

16. Bythe life of Pharaoh, As 
truly as Pharaoh hyes. 

Your youngest brother, Joseph 
wished to know what had become 
of Benjamin. 

17. Into ward, Joseph's 6wn 
punishment. Ch.s:xxix.20. Comp. 
S. Matt. vii. 2. 



IS, For Ifear God. And there- 
fore will do nothing unjust or 
cruel. 

21. Here at length was sincere, 
though tardy, conviction of sin. 
They confess their own sin against 
their brother Joseph; and acknow- 
ledge the justice of their punish- 
ment. 1 Cor. xi. 31; Wis. xvii. 
11 : " For wickedness, condemned 
by her own witness, is very timo- 
rous, and being pressed with con- 
science, always lorecasteth griey- 
ous things." 

22. Spake I not. Beuben had 
tried to save Joseph from his 
brethren (chap, xxxvii. 21, 22,) 
and, like his father, had been 
deceived by their story of the 
bloody coat. 

24. Simeon. As being the eld- 
est and the ringleader of those 
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his sack, and to gire them proyision for the way : and thus did he unto them. 
2G. And thej laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence. 27. 
And 88 one of them opened his sack to give his ass proyender in the inn, he 
espied his money : for, behold, it was in his sack's mouth. 28. And he said 
unto his brethren, My money is restored ; and, lo, it is eyen in my sack : and 
their heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is 
this that God hath done unto us P 29. And they came unto Jacob their 
£aiher onto the land of Oanaan, and told him all that befell unto them; 
saying, 30. The man, who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and 
took us for spies of the country. 31. And we said imto him, We are true 
men ; we are no spies : 32. We be twelye brethren, sons of our fiither ; one 
is not, and the youngest is this day with our fiither in the land of Canaan. 
33. And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us. Hereby shall I know 
that ye are true men ; leaye one of your brethren here with me, and take food 
for the &miQe of your households, and be gone : 34. And bring your 
youngest brother unto me : then shidl I know that ye are no spies, but that ye 
are true men : so will I deUyer you your brother, and ye shall tiaffick in the 
land. 35. And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, 
eyery man's bundle of money was in his sack : and when both they and their 
fikther saw the bundles of money, they were afiraid. 36. And tfacob their 
&ther said unto them. Me haye ye bereayed of my children : Joseph is not, 
and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are 
against me. 37. And Beuben spake unto his &ther, saying, Slay my two 
sons, if I bring him not to thee : deliyer him into my hand, and I will bring 
him to thee a^ain. 38. And he said. My son shall not eo down with you ; 
for his brother is dead, and he is left alone : if mischief berall him by the way 
in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to tlie 
graye. 



who had proposed to murder Jo- 
seph. 

28. Afraid, Their awakened 
conscience made them fear they 
knew not what. 

35. ITieif were afraid. They 
seem to have feigned this sudden 
fear, lest their lather should up- 



braid them ; for they had already 
seen that their money was re- 
stored. Comp. oh. xliii. 21. Jo- 
seph's object in restoring the 
money may have been to try their 
honesty. 

38. Alone, Tbe only child of 
Bachel. 



FOUETH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

MOBNINQ. Genesis xliii. 

Thi» is the Sunday of Refreshment^ that holds out hope of pardon and 
comfort f first t by the care of Joseph fir his brethren, 

1. And the &mine was sore in the land. 2. And it came to pass, when 
they had eaten up the com which they had brought out of Egypt, their father 
said unto them, Go again, buy us a little food. 3. And Judah spake unto 
him, saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying. Ye shall not see 



102 



F0t7£TH BUKDAY IN LENT. 



mv fiwje, except your brother be with you. 4. If thou wilt send our brother 
with us, we will go down and buy thee food : 5. But if thou wilt not send 
him, we will not go down : for the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my fiice, 
except your brother be with you. 6. And Israel said. Wherefore dealt ye so 
ill with me^ as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother? 7. And they 
said, The man asked, us straitly of our state, and of our kindred, saying, Is 
your &ther yet aUre P haye ye another brother P and we told him accord^g 
to the tenor of these words : could we certainly know that he would say, 
Bring your brother down ? 8. And Judah said unto Israel his &ther, Send 
the lad with me, and we will arise and go $ that we may Ure, and not die, 
both we, and thou, and also our little ones. 9. I will be surety for him ; of 
my hand shalt thou require him : if I bring him not unto thee, and set him 
before thee, then let me bear the blame for eyer : 10. For except we had 
lingered, surely now we had returned this second time. U. And their &ther 
Israel said unto them. If it must be so now, do this ; take of the best firuits in 
the land in your yessels, and carry down the man a present, a little bahn, and 
a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds : 12. And. take double 
money in your hand ; and the money that was brought again in the mouth of 

Jour sacks, carry it again in your hand ; peradyenture it was an oyersight : 
3. Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man : 14. And 
God Almighty giye you meroy before the man, that he may send away your 
other brouier, and Benjamin. If I be bereayed of my children, I am be- 
reayed. 15. And the men took that present, and they took double money in 
their hand, and Benjamin ; and rose np, and went down to Egypt, and stood 
before Joseph* 16. And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to 
the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready ; for 
these men shall dine with me at noon. 17. And the man did as Joseph 
bade ; and the man brought the men into Joseph's house. 18. And the men 
were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house; and they said. 
Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at the first time are we 
brought in ; that he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take 
us for bondmen, and our asses. 19. And they came near to the steward of 
Joseph's house, and they communed with him at the door of the house, 

20. And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to buy food : 

21. And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened our sacks, ' 
and, behold, eyery man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full 
weight : and we haye brought it again in our baud. 22. And other money 
haye we brought down in our hands to buy food : we cannot tell who put our 
money in our sacks. 23. And he said, Peace be to you, fear not : your G-od, 
and the God of your fiither, hath giyen you treasure in your sacks : I had 



8. The lad. The young man, 
Benjamin being then twenty-four 
years old, about the same age as 
Isaac when Abraham offered him 
up. 

11. Balm. The ^um from a 
tree extensively cultivated in Ju- 
daea, often called Balm of Gilead, 
and very valuable. Jer. xlvi. 11. 

Nuts, Pistachio nuts. The 



articles mentioned would be pro- 
duced in a dry year, when com 
would not grow. 

14. If I am bereaved. I com- 
mit the result to God. So Es- 
ther, iv. 16 : " If I perish, I pe- 
rish." 

23. ToiMT Qod, He means that 
Joseph had ordered him to do 
this by the inspiration of God. 
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yoxir money. And he brought Simeon out unto them. 24. And the man 
brought the men into Joseph's house, and gaye them water, and they washed 
tfafiu* feet ; and he gave their asses prorender. 2S. And they made ready the 
present against Joseph came at noon : for they heard that they should eat 
bread there. 26. And when Joseph came home, they brou^t him the 
present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselyes to him 
to the earth. 27. And he asked them of their wel&re, and said. Is your 
&ther well, the old man of whom je spake ? Is he yet aliye P 28. And they 
answered. Thy servant our &ther is in good health, he is yet aliye. And they 
bowed down their heads, and made obeisance. 29. And he lifted up his eyes, 
and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said. Is this your 
younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me P And he said, Go]> be gracious 
unto thee, my son. 30. And Joseph made haste ; for his boweb did yearn 
upon his brother : and he sought where to weep ; and he entered into his 
chamber, and wept there. 31. And he washed his &ce, and went out, and 
refrained himself and said. Set on bread. 32. And they set on for him by 
himself and for them by themselyes, and for the Egyptians, which did eat 
with him, by themselyes ; because the Egyptians might not eat bre^ with the 
Hebrews ; ror that is an abomination imto the E^rptians. 33. And they sat 
before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest accord- 
ing to his youth : and the men manrelled one at another. 34. And he took 
and sent messes unto them from before him : but Benjamin's mess was fiye 
times so much as any of their's. And they drank, and were merry with him. 



29. God be ffracious. He blesses 
Bei]jamiii as a superior. 

32. An ahomination. Because 
the Hebrews were foreimers and 
of a different reli^on. The same 
feeliBg of caste is found among 
tlie Hindoos. 

33. Sat, The Egyptians usually 
sat, the Jews reclined at meals. 

Marvelled. That Joseph should 
know their ages so accurately. 



and that he should treat them 
thus kindly. 

34. Five times so much. This 
was done to honour Benjamin. 
Comp. 1 Sam. ix. 23, 24. Of his 
tribe sprang S. Paul, who ex- 
ceeded the other Apostles in la- 
bours for Chbist's sake. 

Were merry. Comp. the pa- 
rable of the prodigal son. S. 
Luke XV. 23, 24. 



EvsNiVQ. Genesis zly. 

Joseph shows his forgiveness qfhis brethren, by making himself knottm to them; 
their repentance having now been tried and found to be sincere. 

1. Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him ; 
and he cried, Cause eyeiy man to go out from me. And there stood no man 



1. Then Joseph. Joseph had 
delayed so Ions making himself 
known to his brethren, in order 
to lead them to repentance. He 
had brought them to confess 
their sin (uii. 21 ;) he found them 
loving and tender to Benjamin 



and their father (xliv. 19 — 34) j 
and Judah, who had sold him, 
was willing to be bound (ib. 
33) ; and then the trial was com- 
pleted, and their pardon sealed. 
Thus Cheist deals with return- 
ing penitents. 



104 



FOUBTH SUNDAY IH LEKT. 



with him, while Joseph made himself knovm imto his hrethren. 2. And he 
wept aloud : and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 3. And 
Joseph said unto his hrethren, I am Joseph ; doth my fiither yet live P And 
his brethren could not answer him ; for they were troubled at his presence. 
4. And Joseph said unto his bretlu^n. Come near to me, I pray you. And 
they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt. 5. Now therefore be not grieyed, nor angry with yourselyes, thatye 
sola me hither : for God did send me before you to preserye life. 6. For 
these two years hath the fiunine been in the land : and yet there are fiye 
years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor haryest. 7. And Gk>D 
sent me before you to preserye you a posterity in the earth, and to saye your 
liyes by a great deliyeranoe. 8. So now it was not you that sent me hither, 
but G-OD : and he hath made me a &ther to Pharaoh, and lord of aU his 
house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 9. Haste ye, and go up 
to my &ther, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made 
me lord of all Egypt : come down unto me, tairy not : 10. And thou shalt 
dwell in the land of 6k>shen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy 
children, and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and aU 
that thou hast: U. And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are fiye 
years of fiunine ; lest thou, and thy houshold, and all that thou hast, come to 
poverty. 12. And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Ben- 
jamin, that it is my mouth that sp^eth unto you. 13. And ye shall tell my 
fiither of all my glory in Egypt^ and of all that ye have seen ; and ye shall 
haste and bring down my mther hither. 14. And he fell upon his brother 
Benjamin's necl^ and wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15. More- 
over he kissed all his brethren, and wmt upon them : and after that his 
brethren talked with him. 16. And the &me thereof was heard in Pharaoh's 
house, saying, Joseph's brethren are come : and it pleased Pharaoh well, and 
his servants. 17. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, 
This do ye ; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Ganaan ; 
18. And take your &ther and your housholds, and come imto me : and I will 
give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fSett of the land. 



3. I am Joseph, lake Chbist, 
as one alive from the dead. 

Were troubled. So the Apostles 
were terrified at Chbist's appear- 
ance. S. Luke xxiv. 37. Comp. 
S. Matt. xiv. 26. 

6. God did send me, Mark Jo- 
sef's kindness and forbearance. 
" He had sent a man before them ; 
eyen Joseph." Ps. cv. 17. Comp. 
Acts iv. 27, 28 ; ii. 23. 

6. Earing Ploughing, as Exod. 
xxxiy. 21 ; Tsa. xxx. 24. 

8. Father to Phanraoh, So that 
he does nothing without my advice 
and assent. 

10. Goshen, A tract of fertile 
country extending along the Pe- 



lusiac branch of the 'Nile, on the 
east of the Delta, and therefore 
the part of Egypt nearest to Pales- 
tine. 

11. Will I nourish thee. As our 
Lobd was preserved from Herod 
in Egypt, so was Israel preserved 
from famine in the same place of 
refo^e. 

Mve years. Two only out of 
the seven had passed. Chap. xH. 
30. 

18. Fat cf the land, Egypt is 
a type of the world. Thus Gtod's 
people are nourished by elements 
taken from the world, and ^iven 
back to them with the addition of 
the Divine blessing. 
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19. Now thou art oomznanded, this do je ; take you wagons out of the land of 
Bgjpt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your &ther, and 
come. 20. Also regard not your sttdOT; for the good of all the land of Egypt 
is youi^s. 21. And the children of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them 
wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them proyision 
for the way. 22. To all of them he gaye each man changes of raiment ; but 
to Benjamin he gaye th^ree hundred pieces of silyer, and five changes of 
raiment. 23. And to his &ther he sent after this manner ; ten asses laden 
with the good things of Egypt, and ten she-asses laden with com and bread 
and meat for his ^Either b^ the way. 24. So he sent his brethren away, and 
they departed : and hb said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way. 
25. And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto 
Jacob their lather, 26. And told him, saying, Joseph is yet aliye, and he is 
goyemor oyer all the land of Egypt And Jacob's heart feinted, for he 
beliered them not. 27. And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he 
had said unto them : and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to 
cairy him, the spirit of Jacob their &ther reyiyed : 28. And Israel said. It 
is enough ; Joseph my son is yet aliye : I will go and see him before I die. 



20. Tour stuff, Otooda and fur- 
niture. 

24. Fall not out. Charging each 
oiker with the guilt of your con- 
duct towards me. Comp. chap. 
xlii.22. 



28. Israel. The name given by 
God to Jacob after his wrestling 
with the Angel. Gen. xxxii. 28. 

It is enough. I ask no more. 
My prayers and desires are more 
than answered. 



FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. (PASSION SUNDAY.) 
MoBimra. Exodus iii. 

We are now ahovm, along with our sufferings far our own sins, the eon* 
sequences which they brought upon Christ. Now appears Moaea, the type of the 
Deliverer, the figure qf Him Who delivered us from the bondage of sin and 
Satan t and God Himse\f cornea down to visit and relieve His people. 

1. Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his &ther in law, the priest of 
Midian : and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the 
mountain of GtOD, eyen to Horeb. 2. And the angel of the Lobd appeared 



1. Moses. Now eighty years 
old. Acts vii. 23, 30. 

Kept the flock. Thus David was 
taken from the sheepfolds to be 
the ruler of Israel. Ps. IxxviiL 71. 
During these forty years that he 
was with Jethro, Moses is thought 
to have written the book of Ge- 
nesis, and perhaps the book of Job. 

Priest. AndTrinoe of Midian, 
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a descendant of Abraham through 
Keturah. Gen. xxv. 1 — 4. 

Mountain of God. Perhaps so 
named from havinj^ been the 
scene of former Divine revela- 
tions, or else, by anticipation, 
because the glory of God ap- 
peared here later. 

Horeb and Siiiai were peaks of 
the same range of hills. It is 
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unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush : and he looked^ and, 
behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 3. And 
Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is 
not burnt. 4. And when the Lovd saw that he turned aside to see. Gob 
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And 
he said, Here am L 5. And He said, Draw not nigh hither : put off thy 
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thoy standest is holy ground. 
6* Moreover He said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his &ce ; for he was 
afiraid to look upon God. 7. And the Lobd said, I haye surely seen the 
affliction of My people which are in Egypt, and hare heard their cry by reason 
of their taskmasters ; for I know their sorrows ; 8. And I am come down to 
delirer them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of 
that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey ; unto the place of the Gmaamtes, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, 
and the Ferizzites, and the Hiyites, and the Jebusites. 9. Now therefore, 
behold, the ciy of the ohildrMi of Israel is come unto Me : and I haye also 
seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 10. Come now 
therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My 



described as a scene of awful 
Ifrandeur and impressive desola- 
tion. Midian is probably the Si- 
naite peninsula. 

2. The angel of the Lord. Per- 
haps the Second Person of the 
Holy Trinity (Mai. iii. 1,) or an 
angel acting for and as the Word 
of God. Acts vii. 30. 

Appeared. 19'ot in any human 
form, as Dent. iv. 12. 

The bush burned. An emblem 
of the Jewish Church, now in the 
furnace of afiUction, yet not con- 
sumed. Here too is a type of 
the Incarnation: the fire, the 
fifi^e of the Godhead ; the bush, 
of the manhood; the Godhead 
compassed with iJioms of suflPer- 
ing Besh, yet both natures, j3od- 
hrad and manhood, remaining 
perfect. 2%e5««A is the hawthorn, 
which grows fireely on Sinai. 

Was Tiot consumed. So Chbist 
was conceiyed of the Virgin, yet 
she remained a virgin still. 

6. PiU off thy shoes. For greater 
reverence (Josh. v. 16), as is the 
present custom of Eastern nations. 
The shoe in these countries is a 



mere sole of leather or wood, fas- 
tened to the foot by a thong. 

6. Tarn the God of thy father. 
From this passage Cheist proves 
to the Sadducees the immortality 
of the soul and the resurrection 
of the dead. S. Matt. xxii. 32. 
"I flw» the God of Abraham," 
&o., and therefore they are living, 
and God has a blessmg and re- 
ward for them still, which He 
will raise them, body and soul, to 
another life to receive. 

The Qod^ Abraham. A name 
by which He is to be known for 
ever, as putting on our nature 
and coming to dwell among us. 

8. / am come down. God uses 
here a human form of speech. 

Large. Compared wim Goshen, 
and the number of the Israelites, 
considering too its wonderful fer- 
tility. 

The Canaaniies. The nations, 
of Canaan were seven, but the 
Girgashites are often omitted as 
being weak and unimportant. 
Thev are a type of the seven 
deadly sins which GK^d's people 
have to overeome. 
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people the children of Israel out of Egypt. U. And Moses said unto QoD, 
Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the 
children of Israel out of Esypt ? 12. And He said, Certamlj I will he with 
thee ; and this shall be a tokiaii unto thee, that I haye sent thee : When thou 
hast brought forth the peo^ out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this 
mountain. 13. And Moees said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the 
children of Israel, and shall saj unto them. The Gk>D of your £Ebthers hath sent 
me unto you ; and they shall say to me, What is His name P what shall I say 
unto them P 14. And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and H!e 
said, ThuB shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 
unto yon. 15. And €k>D said moreovw unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of Israel, The Lobd God of your fitthers, the God of 
Abraham, the GhoD of Isaac, and the OtGD of Jaoob, hath sent me unto you : 
this is My name for oyer, and this is My memorial unto all generations. 16. 
Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say imto them. The Lobd 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared 
unto me, saying, I haye surely yisited you, and seen that which is done to you 
in Egypt : 17. And I haye said, I will bring you u^ out of the afliiction of 
Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Hiyites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 18. And they shall hearken to thy yoioe : and thou 
shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, ukd ye shall 
say unto hhn, The Lord G-od of the Hebrews hath met with us : and now 
let us go, we beseech thee, three days* journey into the wilderness, that we 
may sacriflce to the Lobd our God. 19. And I am sure that the king of 
Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 20. And I will stretch 



11. The hesitation of Moses 
proceeded from humility, not dis- 
obedience. Comp. 1 Sam. xri. 2 ; 
Jer. i. 6. 

12. This shall he a token. Viz., 
your serving, or sacrificing to, 
God upon Horeb. The Israelites 
could not have worshipped God, 
and received the law in Egvpt, a 
country full of idolatrous abomi- 
nations. 

13. What is His Name f The 
Israelites, while sojourning among 
the idolatrous Egyptians, had to 
a great degree lost the knowledge 
of the true God. 

14. Iwmthat lam, I am He 
Which is, and Which was, and 
Which is to come. Eev. i. 4. 
I am Who am, Whose essence is 
to be, from Whom are all things. 
Eev. i. 8. God has no past or 
future, but a perpetual present. 

16. This is Jkfy tnemorial The 



name by which I will be remem- 
bered and worshipped. 

16. The elders. The Hebrews 
seem to have had in E^ypt a pa- 
triarchal organization in tribes 
under chiefs, and families xmder 
elders. 

18. They shall hearken. Ee- 
membering the prophecy, Gen. 
XV. 16 : "In the fourth generation 
tbey shall come hither again." 

JETath met toith us. Hath ap^ 
peared, and commanded lis to sa- 
crifice to Him beyond the borders 
of Egypt. 

Three days* jowmey. As far as 
Sinai. Pharaoh was first tried 
with this moderate and just re- 
quest So the three stages of 
contrition, confession, and satis- 
faction, prepare the way for an 
acceptable sacrifice to God. 

19* iVb, not hy a mighty hand. 
Marg. : ''but [except] by strong 
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out My hand, and smite Egypt with all My wonders which I will do in the 
midst thereof : and after that he will let you go. 21. And I will giye this 
people faTour in the sight of the Egyptians : and it shall come to pass, that, 
when ye go, ye shall not go empty : 22. But every woman shall horrow of 
her neighbour, and of her that sojoumeth in her house, jewels of silver, and 
jewels of sold, and raiment : and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon 
your daughters ; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians. 



hand." Better, " not even if yon 
oppose him with all your power ;" 
therefore I will force him by My 
doings. 

22. Shall borrow. " Shall ask 
of," with no sense of borrowing. 

Ser neighhour. The Hebrews 
and Egyptians lived commingled 
together m Goshen. 



Shall gpoil. Or "empty." The 
Egyptians would give the Israel- 
ites snch large presents, either in 
order to get rid of them, or out 
of fear and respect, that they 
would leave themselves despoiled. 
Thus the riches and arts of this 
world are to be used in God's 



EvEimra. Exodus v. 

The great enemy qf souh, typified by Pharaoh^ is unwilling to let man gojree 
from his bondage ; while man himself hugs his chains, and is ready to be angry 
with those who have disturbed his false peace by preaching deUveranee. 

1, And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith 
the LoBD GtOD of Israel, Let My people go, that they may hold a feast unto 
Me in the wilderness. 2. And Pharaoh said. Who is the Lobd, that I should 
obey His voice to let Israel go ? I know not the Lobd, neither will I let 
Israel go. 3. And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with us : let 
us go, we pray thee, three davs' journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the 
Lobd our Gk)D : lest He Ml upon us with pest ilence, or with the sword. 
4. And the king of Egypt said unto them. Wherefore do ye, Moses and 
Aaron, let the people from their works ? get you unto your burdens. 5. And 
Pharaoh said. Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye make them 
rest from their burdens. 6. And Pharaoh commanded the same day the task- 
masters of the people, and their officers, saying, 7. Ye shall no more giye 
the people straw to make brick, as heretofore : let them go and gather straw 
for themselves. 8. And the tale of the bricks which they did make heretofore, 
ye shall lay upon them ; ye shall not diminish ought thereof : for they be idle ; 



1. Aaron, The elder brother of 
Moses, a type of the Christian 
priesthood m submission to the 
great Lawgiver Chbist. 

JPharaoh. Amenophis, the suc- 
cessor of the king whose daughter 
had saved Moses when a child. 

Sold a feast. Perform a solemn 
service and sacrifice. 

2. Who is the Lord? Pharaoh 
rejects the knowledge of Gk>D, like 



Satan opposing himself to the 
Lobd. 
3. Hath met. Ch. iii. 18, note. 

7. Straw. The Egyptian bricks 
were made of day and straw 
kneaded together, and baked in 
the sun. 

8. The tale. The same quan- 
tity of bricks. 

j[%ey be idle. Pharaoh accounts 
religion idleness and foUy. 
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iiiarefore they cry, njing. Let us go and saorifioe to our Gk>D. 9. Let there 
more work be laid upon the men, that they may labour therein ; and let 
them not regard yain words. 10. And the taskmasters of the people went 
out, and their officers, and they spake to the people, saying. Thus saith Pha- 
raoh, I will not give you straw. 11. Gt> ye, get you straw where ye can find 
it : yet not ought of your work shall be mminished. 12. So the people were 
scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of 
straw. 13. And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, Fulfil your works, your 
daily tasks, as when there was straw. 14. And the officers of the childmi of 
Israel, which Pharaoh's taskmasters had set oyer them, weace beaten, and de- 
manded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in making brick, both yes- 
terday and to-day, as heretofore ? 15. Then the officers of the children of 
Inael came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying. Wherefore dealest thou thus witii 
thy seryants ? 16. There is no straw giyen unto thy seryants, and they say 
to us, Make brick : and, behold, thy seryants are beaten ; but the fiiult is in 
thine own people. 17. But he said. Ye are idle, ye are idle : therefore ye say. 
Let us go and do sacrifice to the Lobd. 18. Gto therefore now and work ; 
for there shall no straw be giyen you, yet shall ye deliyer the tale of bricks. 
19. And the officers of the children of Israel did see that they were in eyil 
case, after it was said. Ye shall not minish ought from your bricks of your 
daily task. 20. And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as 
ihey came forth from Pharaoh : 21. And they said unto them. The LosD look 
npon you, and judge ; because ye haye made our sayour to be abhorred in the 
eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword in their hand 
to slay us. 22. And Moses returned unto the Lobs, and said, Lobd, where- 
fore hast Thou so evil entreated this people ? why is it that Thou hast sent 
me ? 23. For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy Name, he hath done 
evil to this people ; neither hast Thou deliyered Thy people at alL 



9. Vain words. He means that 
Moses' story of the Loed requir- 
hxe the Hebrews to do sacrifice is 
false. 

10. I will not give you straw. 
So God sometimes permits the 
deyil to make his j6k.e doubly 
heavy, in order to drive his cap- 
tives to seek deliverance. 

14. The officers. These were 
Hebrews, while the " taskmasters" 
over them were Egyptians. 

Demanded. Were asked, ques- 
tioned. 

19. In evil case. Man's extre- 
mity is God's opportunity. When 
God sets before us the hope of 
blessings. He wishes lis to be pre- 
pared K>r sharper temptations. 

Ye shall not minish. The bond- 
age of the world lies heaviest upon 



those whose eyes have begun to 
be opened to their true condi- 
tion. 

21. The Lord look. The Lobd 
punish you as you deserve. 

Our savour to he abhorred. Gen. 
xxxiv. 30, note. The natural man 
is unwilling to accept deliverance ; 
and the .awakened sinner's first 
impulse often is to be angjry with 
those who have aroused mm to a 
sense of his wretchedness. 

22,Wher^ore. Moses asks these 
questions in prayer, and desir- 
ing to learn the hidden wavs of 
God's Providence, (see God s an- 
swer, chap, vi^) yet with some 
impatience. Naturally hasty and 
impetuous, he was not at once 
chansed into the meekest of men. 
Numb. xii. 3. 
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li0lS Milk. 

In this week, called Holy Week, we fix our minds on the awful 
events attending the sacrifice of the Incarnate God. The wonders 
exhibited in the redemption &om Egypt reflect the far greater wonders 
which effected man's redemption from the tyranny of the devil. 



SIXTH SUNDAY IN LENT. (PALM SUNDAY.) 

MoBNiKa. Exodufl ix. 

God at first tends comparatively Ught strokes, as calls to repentance. If 
these are slighted, they harden the heart which they were intended to sqften. 
Meantime all these visitations are working out the deliverance of those who 
trust in God, 

1. Then the Lobd said unto MoseB, G-o in unto Pharaoh, and tell him. Thus 
saith the LosD God of the Hebrews, Let Hy people go, that they may serve 
Me. 2. Por if thou refuse to let them go, and wut hold them still, 3. Be- 
hold, the hand of the LosD is upon thy cattle which is in the field, upon the 
horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep : 
there shell be a very grievous muirain, 4. And the Loan shall sever between 
the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt : and there shall nothing die of all 
that is the children's of Israel. 5. And the Loan appointed a set time, saying, 
To-morrow the Lobb shall do this thing in the land. 6. And the Lobd did 
that thing on the morrow, and aU the cattle of Egypt died : but of the cattle 
of the duldren of Israel died not one. 7. And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, 
there was not one of the cattle of the Israelites dead. And the heart of Pha- 
raoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. 8. And the Loan said 
unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfms of ashes of the furnace, 
and let Moses sprinkle it toward tiie heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 9. And 
it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil break- 
ing forth with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of 



I. I%en, After the plagues of 
blood, frogs, lice, and flies, lighter 
visitations, figures of the little 
troubles of daUy Hfe, sent as warn- 
ings from God. 

3. Upon th^ cattle. Now come 
greater calamities, increasing unto 
3ie final iudgment. The Egyp- 
tians worsnipped oxen and other 
animals : so it is said. Numb, 
xxxiii. 4 : " Upon their gods also 
the Lobd executed judgments." 
Comp. Wisd. xii. 27. 

6. All the cattle, that was in the 
fields, ver. 3. 

7. Was hardeTied, The show of 



repentance was of no use here as 
the cattle were dead. We are told 
that "there is a sin unto death" 
(1 S, John V. U) ; a time will 
come unto the obstinate and un- 
repentant when their day of vi- 
sitation is at an end (o. Luke 
xix. 44), and G-od punishes them 
by taking His Holt Spibit from 
them and condemning them finally 
and irrevocably. Econ. i. 28 ; Ps. 
Ixxxi. 12, 13. 

9. become. Or, " be small dust," 
shall spread like dust. 

A boil breaking forth with 
blains. An infiammation caus- 
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Bgypt. 10. And they took aahes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh ; 
and Moses sprinlded it np toward heayen ; and it became a boil breaking forth 
with blains upon man, and upon beast. 11. And the magicians could not stand 
before Moses because of the boils : fbr the boil was upon the magicians, and 
upon aU the Egyptians. 12. And the Lobd hardened the heart of Pharaoh, 
and he hearkentd not unto them ; as the Lobd had spoken unto Moses. 
13. And the LoB]> said unto Moses, Bise up early ia the morning, and stand 
before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lobd Gk>D of uie Hebrews, 
Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 14. For I will at this time send 
all My plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon tliy people ; 
that &OU mayest know that there is none like Me in iH the earth. 15. Por 
now I will stretch out My hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with 
pestilfflice ; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth. 16. And in Tery deed 
for this cause haye I raised thee up, for to show in thee My power ; and that 
My Name may be declared throughout all the earth. 17. As yet exaltest 
then thyself against My people, that thou wilt not let them go ? 18. Behold, 
to-morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a yery grieyous hail, such as 
hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereoi eyen until now. 19. 
Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field ; 
for upon eyery man and beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not 
be brought home, the hail shall come down upon them, and they shall die. 
20. He that feaied the word of the Lobd among the seryants of Pharaoh 
made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses : 21. And he that re- 
garded not the word of the Lobd left his servants and his cattle in the field. 
22. And the Lobd said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward heaven, 



ing a boil and turning into a se- 
vere ulcer, an tmustul and pain- 
fiil complaint, which Moses calls 
(Deut. xxviii. 27,) " the botch of 
Egypt." 

11. Upon all the JEgimiians, 
Bev. xvi. 2 : " And the first [angel] 
went, and poured out his yial upon 
the earth ; and there fell a noisome 
and grieyous sore upon the men 
which had the mark of the beast, 
and upon them which worshipped 
his image." 

12. fhe Lord hardened. This 
is the first place where God is said 
to haye hardened Pharaoh's heart. 
See note ver. 7. "Shall there 
be evil in a city, and the Lobd 
hath not done itP" Amos iii. 6. 
"Evil" here means the punish- 
ment of sin, which througn final 
impenitence becomes judicial. 

15. With pestilence. I.e., with 
every kind of destruction, as Hos. 
xiii. 14 : " O death, I will be thy 
plagues." I will add plague to 



plague till I have cut thee off from 
the earth. 

16. Raised thee up, Marg. : 
" made thee stand." Placed thee 
on the throne of Egvpt and pre- 
served thee there. !Bom. ix. 17. 
See on Prov. xvi. 4. 

To show in thee My power. To 
show My long-sufferm^ in thy pre- 
servation, and My Almighty power 
in thy destruction. Wisd. xii. 17 : 
" For when men will not believe 
that Thou art of a full power, 
Thou showest Thy stren^, and 
among them that Imow it GRiou 
makest their boldness manifest." 

18. Since the foundation. Since 
it was first inhabited. 

19. In the midst of judgment 
God thinks upon mercy. 

20. He that feared. Some of 
the Egy])tians (the type of child- 
ren oftms world,) liad profited by 
God's judgments. These after- 
wards accompanied the Israelites, 
" a mixed multitude." Ch. xii. 38. 
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that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, 
and npcm erery herb of the field, throughout the land of £gypt. 23. And 
Moaes stretched forth his rod toward heayen : and the Lobd sent thunder and 
hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground ; and the Lobd rained hail upon 
the land of Egypt. 24. So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, 
yery grieyous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it 
be<»me a nation. 2S. And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt 
aU that was in the field, both man and beast ; and the hail smote eyeiy herb 
of the field, and brake eyery tree of the field. 26. Only in the land of Go- 
shen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail. 27. And Pharaoh 
sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I haye sinned this 
time : the Lobd is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. 28. Intreat 
the Lobd (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings and 
hail ; and I will let you go, and ye shiJl stay no longer. 29. And Moses said 
unto him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my hands 
unto the Lobd ; and the thunder shall oease^ neither shall there be any more 
hail ; that thou mayest know how that the earth is the Lobd's. 30. But as 
for thee and thy seryants, I know that ye will not yet fear the Lobd Gk)D. 31. 
And the fiax and the barley was smitten : for the barley was in the ear, and 
the fiax was boiled. 32. But the wheat and the rie were not smitten : for 
they were not grown up. 33. And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, 
and spread abroad his hands unto the Lobd : and the thunders and hail ceased, 
and the rain was not poured upon the earth. 34. And when Pharaoh, saw 
that the rain and the hail and l&e thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, 
and hardened his heart, he and his seryants. 35. And the heart of Pharaoh 
was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go ; as the Lobd had 
spoken by Moses. 

23. See Wisd. xvi. 16 — 19 ; TLey. \ great manufaotory of linen in these 
viii. 7. Lightning and rain were times. 



almost unknown in Egypt, and 
the Egyptians worshipped nre and 
water; "that they might know, 
that wherewithal a man sinneth, 
by the same also shall he be pun- 
ished." Wisd. xi. 16. 

27. I have sinned. An acknow- 
ledgment wrong from him by a 
passing fear, and leading to no- 
thing. 

31. Max, of whicli they made 
their garments. Egypt was the 



Was boiled, Sisen into the stem. 
This plague took place in March. 

32. Bie. Probably " spelt." 

33. Spread abroad. SoChbist 
on Mount Calvary, without the 

fates of Jerusalem, stretched out 
[is hands on the Cross, averting 
Divine vengeance from us. 

34. Sinned yet more. After con- 
fessing God's justice and his own 
wickedness, ver. 27. Or merely 
" he continued to sin." 



Eybning. Exodus x. 

Qod by degrees cuts off all hope and all resources from the hardened sinner. 

AU the plagues are figures of the judgments that fall upon the enemies oftheChurch, 

^ 1. And the Lobd said unto Moses, Gh> in unto Pharaoh : for I have hardened 

his heart, and the heart of his seryants, that I might show these My signs be- 

1. That I might show. Not as I ing a cause of punishment, but 
though God were desirous of find- | now that the sin was committed. 
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fore bim : 2. And that thou xnayest tell in the ean of thj son, and of thy 
flon*8 Bon, what things I haye wrought in Bgypt, and My signs whieh I haye 
done among them ; that ye may know how that I am the LoiiD. 3. And 
Moaes and Aaron came in nnto Pharaoh, and said unto him. Thus saith the 
LoB3> God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself be* 



[ they shaU coyer the fiice of the earth, 1 
the earth : and they shall eat the residue of that which is escaped, which re- 
maineth unto you m>m the hail, and shall eat eyery tree which groweth for yoa 
out of the field : 6. And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of aU thy 
aeryants, and the houses of all the Egyptians ; which neither thy fathers, nor 
th^ faiOien* &thers haye seen, since the day that they were upon the earth unto 
this day. And he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh. 7. And Pha« 
raoh*s seryants said unto him. How long shall, this man be a snare unto us P 
let the men go, that they may serye the Lobd their God : knowest thou not 
yet that Egypt is destroyed P 8. And Moses and Aaron were broueht again 
unto Pharaoh : and he said unto them, Gk>, serye 'the Lobd your God : but 
who are they that shall go P 9. And Moses said, We will go with our younc 
and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and 
with omr herds will we go ; for we must hold a feast unto the LoSD. 10. And 
he said unto them. Let the Lobd be so with you, as I will let you go, and your 
little ones ; look to it ; for eyil is before you. U. Not so : go now ye that 
are men, and serye the Lobd ; for that ye did desire. And they were driyen 
out from Pharaoh's presence. 12. And the Lobd said imto Moses, Stretch 
out thine hand oyer the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up 
upon the land of Egypt, and eat eyery herb of the land, eyen aU that the had 
hath left. 13. And Moses stretched forth his rod oyer the land of Egypl^ and 
the Lobd brought an east wind upon the land all that day, and all that night ; 
and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 14. And the 
locusts went up oyer all the land of Egypt, and rested in all Ihe coasts of Egypt : 
yery gneyous were they ; before them there were no such locusts as they, 
neither after them shall be such. 15. For they covered the &ce of the whole 
earth, so that the land was darkened ; and they did eat eyeir herb of the land, 
and dl the fruit of the trees which the hail had left : and there remained not 
any green thing in the trees, or in the herbs of the field, through all the land 



He most righteously ordered its 
punishment to the manifestation 
of His glory and justice. 

4. I%e locusts, A swarm of 
these insects coyering a fertile 
country, leave a perfect desert be- 
hind tiiem. Joel ii. 3 : "A fire 
devoureth before them; and be- 
hind them a flame bumeth : the 
land is as the garden of Eden 
before them, and behind them a 
desolate wilderness ; yea, and no- 
thing shall escape them." 

10. Let the Lord he so with you. 
Spoken scoffingly. May God aid 



y^ou as much as I will let you go, 
i.e., b^ no means. 

Bml is before you, Pharaoh 
threatens them with evil, if they 
oflTer to leave the country. 

11. Ye that are men. He will 
do anything short of what God 
requires. The hardened sinner 
may try to maJce terms with God, 
but in vain. 

That ye did desire. This was 
false. 

13. Brought, From the Arabian 
desert. 



lU 



SIXTH SUNDAY IN LBNT. 



of E^pt. 16. Then Phanoh called for Mosee and Aaron in haste ; and lie 
said, I haye sinned against the LosD your God, and against you. 17. Now 
therefore foreiTe, I praj thee, mj sin only this onoe, and intreat the IjOBD 
your Gtoj>, that He may take away from me this death only. 18. And he 
went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the Lobd. 19. And the Lobd turned 
a mighty strong west wind, which took away the locusts, and cast them into 
the Bed Sea ; there remained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt. 20. 
But the Lobd hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children 
of Israel go. 21. And the Lobd said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand to- 
ward heaven, that there may be darkness oTer the land of Egypt, eren dark- 
ness which may be felt. 22. And Moses stretched forth his hand toward 
heaven ; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days : 
23. They saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three days : 
but all the diildren of Israel had light in their dwellings. 24. And Pharaoh 
called imto Moses, and said, Go ve, serve the Lobd ; only let your flocks and 
your herds be stayed : let your httle ones also go with you. 25. And Moses 
said, Thoa must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacri- 
fice unto the Lobd our Gk>D. 26. Our cattle also shall go with us ; there 
shall not an hoof be left behind : for thereof must we take to serve the Lobd 
our God ; and we know not with what we must serve the Lobd, until we 
come thither. 27. But the Lobd hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would 
not let them go. 28. And Pharaoh said imto him. Get thee from me, take 
heed to thyself, see my face no more ; for in that day thou seest my face thou 
shalt die. 29. And Moses said. Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy fi&oe 
again no more. 



17. Only this once, and I will 
offend no more. 

l^is death. An imiption of 
locusts was snrely^ followed by- 
pestilence and famme. 

21. Darkness which majf he felt. 
Caused perhaps by thick and 
clammy fogs. " No power of fire 
might give them light ; neither 
oomd the bri^rht flames of the stars 
endure to hghten that horrible 
night . . an image of that darkness 
wmoh shoidd afterward receive 
them." Wisd. xvii. 5, 21 ; see the 
whole chapter, and Eev. viii. 12. 

22. Wisd. xviii. 4: "For they 
were worthy to be deprived of 
light, and imprisoned in darkness, 
who had kept Thy sons shut up, 
by whom the nncorrupt light of the 
law was to be given to the world." 
The Egyptians worshipped Osiris, 
as the god of light and the sim, 
and thus were taught the vanity 
of their gods. 



23 Nevther rose anv, " They 
being shut up in their nouses, the 
prisoners of darkness, and fettered 
with the bondage of a long night, 
lay there exiled from the eternal 
providence." Wisd. xvii. 2. 

I%ree days. So for three hours 
there was a supernatural darkness 
when our Saviofh was crucified, 
a type of the blindness of the 
Jews, as the darkness in the text 
was a figure of that of the Egyp- 
tians. 

24. Called, At the end of the 
three days, being now thoroughly 
terrified. 

Be stayed, as a pledge of your 
return. 

27. The Lord hardened. This 
was Pharaoh's last trial. God 
takes His Holy Spibit from 
him, and henceforth wiU visit, but 
to punish. 

29. I will see, of my own accord. 
Ch. xii. 31. 
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WEDNESDAY BEFORE EASTEB. 
MoBNnra. Hosea ziii. 

We ha»e ieen God* 8 calls of repentance to the children of the worlds and the 
r^eetion of His mercifitl offers ; we wow see the same visitation of His chosen 
people : even as at this time Christ was saying His last words to the Jews who 
reeded Him. God's favour depends on man's faitlffulness : if we rebel, He 
will punish, 

1. When Ephraim tpaike trembling, he exalted himaelf in Israel ; but when , 
he o^^ded in Bdal, he died. 2. And now they sin more and more, and haye 
made them molten images of their silver, and idols according to their own mi- 
derstanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen : ther say of them. Let the men 
that saoriBce kiss the calves. 3. Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, 
and as the early dew that passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with the whirl- 
"wind out of the floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney. 4. Yet I am the Lobd 
thy God from the land of Esypt, and thou shalt know no god but Me, for there 
18 no saviour beside Me. 5. Idid know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great 
drought. 6. According to their pasture, so were they filled ; they were filled, 
and their heart was exalted ; therefore have they forgotten Me. 7. Therefore I 
will be unto them as a lion : as a leopard by the way will I observe them : 8. I 
will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul of 
their heart, and there will I devour them like a lion : the wild beast shall tear 
them. 9. O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in Me is thine help. 

10. I will be thy King : where is any other that may save thee in all thy 
cities? and thy judges of whom thou saidst, GKve me a king and princes? 

11. I gave thee a king in Mine anger, and took him away in My wrath. 



1. Ephraim. The most power- 
fill of tne ten tribes, and so equi- 
valent to " Israel." 

Tremblmg, I. e,, in humility. 

In Baal, By bringing in the 
worship of Bdli. 1 Kmgs xvi. 31. 

He died. Spiritually, and as a 
nation too. 

2. They sm qfthem, Jeroboam 
and such as he say of these idols, 
"Whoever will do sacrifice, let 
him worship the calves." 1 Kings 
xii. 28. 

3. Morviing cloud — early dew. 
Emblems of mercies passing away. 

Chaff—smoke. Emblems of the 
people and their errors. Psalm 
km. 2. 

5. Idid know, and owned thee 
for My people, by supplying thy 
wants where the lana yielded no 
food nor ^ater. 



6. According to their pasture. 
According to tnat which they de- 
sired to have. " He gave tiiem 
their own desire : they were not 
disappointed of their lust." Ps. 
Ixxvm. 30. "He sent leanness 
withal into their soul." lb. cvi. 
15. 

8. The caul. That which en- 
closes the heart. I will rend, as 
a wild beast which makes straight 
for the heart. 

There. Where they sinned. 

9. AH our destruction is from 
ourselves ; aU our salvation from 
God. 

10. I will he thy kitig. Bather, 
as mar^. : "Where now is thy 
king, that he may save theeP' 
Israel looked to man for help. 
1 Sam. viii. 19. 

11. Took him away, as in the 
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12. The iniquity of Ephndm is bound up ; his sin is hid. 13. The borows of a 
tnTailinff woman shaU come upon him : he is an unwise son ; for he should 
not stajlonff in the place of the breaking forth of children. 14. I will ransom 
them from me power of the grave ; I will redeem them firom death ; O death, 
I will be thy plagues j O grave, I will be thy destruction : repentance shall be 
hid from li£ne eyes. 15. Though he be mdtful among his brethren, an east 
wind shall come, the wind of the Lobd shall come up from the wilderness, and 
his spring fdiall become dry, and his fountain shall be dried up : he shall spoil 
the treasure of all pleasant vessels. 16. Samaria shall become desolate ; for 
she hath rebelled against her God : they shall fiJl by the sword : their in&nts 
shall be dashed in pieces, and their women with child shall be ripped up. 



case of Hoshea, the last king of 
Israel. 2 Kings zvii. 4. 

12. JBound up. Sealed up as 
in a bae. So Job xiv. 17. 

Is hid, as treasure, to be brought 
out in due season ; or " hidden," 
not confessed. 

13. I%e sorrows. God's chas- 
tisements, which if they lead not 
to that for which they are sent, 
(repentance,) end in destruction ; 
as l^e birth-pangs, if they end 
not in delivery, are death. 

Unwise son. A picture of the 
hesitating sinner, undetermined 
whether to yield to God's impulse 
or not, till at last he perishes in 
his impenitence. 

14. ck)D holds out a promise of 
mercy to those who are faithfiil. 

Will ransom. By paying the 
price of His precious Blood. 1 S. 
m. i. 18, 19. 



Power qf the grave. The death, 
of the body. 

Will redeem. As our near kins- 
man by His Incarnation. Heb. 
ii. 11. 

Death. The death of the soul. 

/ will he thy plagues, 1 Cor. 
XV. 54, 55 ; Eev. xx. 13, 14 : " And 
death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them . . . and 
death and hell were cast into the 
lake of fire." 

Shall he hid. God will not 
alter His sentence. 

15. Fruitfid. Ephraim means 
"fruitful." Gen. xli. 52; xlviii. 
19. 

He shall spoil. He, the enemy, 
the destroyer. 

16. Sama/ria. Chief in rebel- 
lion and idolatry, the seat of 
Ephraim's strengtUCr 



EYBKiirGh. Hosea xiv. 

God invUes the chosen people, warned by these judgments, to return to Him, 
and Jbretells their future eowoersion. Compare Christ's last words to His dis- 
c^les, 8, John snrii. 

1. O Israel, return unto the Lobd thy God ; for thou hast fitUen by thine 
iniquity. 2. Take with you words, and turn to the Lobd : say unto Him, , 
Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously : so will we render the calves 



1. O Israel. The name of ac- 
ceptance. 

jPbr. It is owing to thy sin 
that these calamities have come 
upon thee. 



2. Words. Open confession and 
prayer. 

Iteceive us grcuiiously. Marg. : 
"Give good," receive at our hands 
the good which Thou hast given 
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of our Hp8. 3. Asshur shall not saye us ; we will not ride upon bones : 
neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Te are our gods : for 
in Thee the fatherless findeth mercy. 4. I will heal their backsliding, I will 
love them freely : for Mine anger is turned away from him. 5. I will be as 
the dew unto Israel : he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Le- 
banon. 6. His branches shaU spread, and His beauty shaU be as the oliye 
tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 7. Thoj that dwell imder his shadow shall 
retom ; th^ shaU reyiye as the com, ana grow as Uie yine : the scent thereof 
shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 8. Ephnum shall say. What haye I to do 
any more with idols ? I haye heard him, and obseired him. I am Uke a green 
fir tree. From Me is thy fruit found. 9. Who is wise, and he shidl under- 
stand these things ? prudent, and he shall know them P for the ways of the 
LoKD are right, and tibe just shall iralk in them: but the transgressors shall 
fall therein. 



us; crown Thy Own gifts in ufl. 1 
Chron. xxix. 14: "Of Thine Own 
haye we given Thee." 

The ccUves of our lips. Our lips 
as a sacrifice. Ps. mx. 30, 31 : 
** I will prabe the Name of God 
with a song, and will magnify 
Him with, thanksgiving. This 
also shall please the Lobd better 
than an ox or bollock that hath 
horns and hoofs." 

3. Asshur, We will no longer 
trost in an arm of flesh. Ps. xx. 
7 : " Some trust in chariots, and 
some in horses: but we will re- 
member the Name of the Lobd 
our God." 

The fatherless. The helpless, 
who have deserved to find no Fa- 
ther in God. Ps. Ixviii. 6. 

4. The answer of God. 
Freehf, Out of His free love 

and bounty. 

7. His shadow. The shadow 
of the restored Israel. 

Shall retu/m, to Him Whose 
they were. 

ttemve as the corn. Being, as it 
were, dead, like the erain sown in 
the earth, they shidl live again 
and increase. 

As the vine. The stronger for 
being pruned, i. e., chastened. 



8. M^hraim, converted, shall 
say, "What have I to do any 
more with idols P" God Answers 
with acceptance : " I Myself have 
heard and watched to do him 
good." Bejoicing in God's mercy 
Ephraim savs: "I am like an 
ever-green nr tree," or cypress. 
"Yes," replies the Lobd, "and 
thou shalt Dear fruit too ; but all 
thy fruit is from Me," is super- 
natural. 

9. The Prophet speaks, refer- 
ringto his prophecy generally. 

tfwc, in the only true wisdom, 
the knowledge of God. Ps. cvii. 
43 : " Whoso is wise, and will ob- 
serve these thines, even they shall 
understand the loving-kindness of 
the Lobd." 

FrudeTii, "Gifted" bv God 
"with understanding." S. John 
vii. 17. 

Fall therein. Setter, " stumble 
thereon." They who rebel against 
the law of God and the course of 
His Providence, are ever stum- 
bling at His " ways." Our blessed 
Lobd says, S. John ix. 39 : " For 
judgment I am come into this 
world, that they which see not 
might see ; and that thev which 
see might be made blind. 
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THURSDAY BEFORE EASTEE. 

MoBirairo. Daniel ix. 

On thU day which preceded the Crucifixion of our EUeeed Lord, and on 
which the Holy Eucharitt woe inatituied, we are shown Daniel iniercediny for 
his people, and are assured that the very time and mode of Christ's death were 
plainly foretold, as well as the everlastiny kingdom which He was to esta- 
blish. 

1. In the first year of DariiiB the son of Ahasuems, of the seed of the Medes, 
which was made kine oyer the realm of tlie Ghaldsans ; 2. In the first year 
of his reign I Dani^ understood by books the nimiber of the years, whereof 
the word of the Losd came to Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accom- 
plish seyenty years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 3. And I set my face 
unto the Lobd GtOD, to seek by prayer and supplications, with &sting, and 
sackdolU, and ashes ; 4. And I prayed unto the Lobd my QoD, and made 
my confession, and said, O Lobd, the great and dreadful God, keeping the 
coyenant and mer<y to them that loye Him, and to them that keep His com- 
mandments; 5. We haye sinned, and haye committed iniquity, and haye 
done wickedly, and haye rebelled, eyen by departing from Thy precepts and 
from Thy judgments : 6. Neither haye we hearkenied unto Thy servants the 
prophets, which spake in Thy Name to our kings, our princes, and our feithera, 
and to all the people of the land. 7. O Lobd, righteousness belongeth unto 
Thee, but unto us confusion of &ces, as at this day ; to the men of Judah, and 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are 
fiur off, through all the countries whither Thou hast driyen them, because of 
their trespass that they haye trespassed against Thee. 8. O Lobd, to us be- 
longeth confusion of fiice, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, 
because we haye sinned against Thee. 9. To the Lobd our 6k)D belong 



1. In the first yec»r. That is 
B.C. 638, or sixty-eight years after 
the first conquest of JudsDa by 
Nebnchadnezzar, B.C. 605. 

Darius. Thought to be the 
same as Astyages, but more pro- 
bably a viceroT, who was made 
Mng, appointed governor by Cy- 
rus, the conqueror of Babylon. 

Beahn of the ChaJdcBom^, The 
kingdom of Sabylonia. 

2. By hooks. Especially tbe 
^•liecies of Jeremiah (xxv. 11, 
'xxix. 10.) The overthrow of 

Sabylon had already happened, 
and sixty-eight out of the ap- 

n' ited seventy years of captivity 
pass^. 

3. I set my face, with steadfast, 



unwavering purpose. Comp. ch. 
vi. 10. 

To seek. Daniel, ftilly believing 
in the- promise of restoration, in- 
tercedes for his people, and seeks 
to know how the restoration will 
be accomplished, and when it will 
be completed. Jer. xxix. 12. 

4. Confession, Approved of by 
GrOD, as he was, for noliness and 
wisdom, Daniel humbly makes 
confession of sin, like a priest of- 
fering sacrifice for himself as well 
as for the people. Heb. vii. 27. 

7. As at this day. As our pre- 
sent condition proves. 

That are near. The people 
were settled in many different 
places. 
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merdeB and forgiyeiieBmB, though we have zebeUed •gaintt Him ; 10. KoUier 
have we obeyed the yoioe of we Lord our Gh)D, to walk in His laws, which 
He set before us by His serFants the prophets. U. Yea, all Israel haye trans* 
greased Thy law, eyen by departing, that they might not obey Thy yoioe s 
therefore the onrse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law 
of Moses the servant of 6k)i>, because we haye sumed against Him. 12. And 
He hath confirmed His words, which He spalce against us, and against our 

i'udges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil ; for under the whole 
Leaven hath not been done as l^th been done upon Jerusalem. 13. As it is 
written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us : yet made we not 
our prayer before the IjOBD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, 
and understand Thy truth. 14. Therefore hath the LoBD watched upon the 
evil, and brought it upon us : for the Lobd our Gob is righteous in all His 
works which He doeth : for we obeyed not His voice. 15. Aud now, O Lobd 
our God, That hast brought Thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a 
mighty hand, and hast gotten Thee renown, as at this day j we have sinned, 
we haye done wickedly. 16. O Lobd, according to all Thy righteousness, I 
beseech Thee, let Thine anger and Thy fiiry be turned away from Thy city 
Jerusalem, Thy holy mountain : because for our sins, and for the iniquities of 
our fitthers, Jerusalem and Thy people are become a reproach to all that are 
about lis. 17. Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of Thy servant, 
and his supplications, and cause Thy £ice to shine upon Thy sanctuary that is 
desolate, for the Lobd*8 sake. 18. O my 6K)d, incline Thine ear, and hear ; 
open Thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the dty which is called by 
Thy Name : for we do not present our supplications before Thee for our righ- 
teousnesses, but for Thy great mercies. 19. O Lobd, hear ; O Lobd, forgive $ 
O Lobd, hearken and do j defer not, for Thine Own sake, O my God : for Thy 
city and Thy people are called by Thy Name. 20. And whiles I was speak- 
ing and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel and 
presenting my supplication before the Lobd my Gk>D for the holy mountain of 



" And we 



Lev. 
16, 



10. Neither have we, 
have not." 

11. In the law cf Moses. 
xxvi. 14, &c. ; Dent, xxviii. 
&c. 

12. Judges thatjudaed, Kings 
that ruled. Prov. viii. 16. 

13. Understand Thy truth. Ac- 
knowledge the truth of Thy threats 
and promises. 

14. Watched upon the evil. Ei- 
ther, taken care^l note of their 
sins; or, watched to bring the 
evil of punishment upon them, as 
Jer. xliv. 27: "Behold, I will 
watch oyer them for eyil, and not 
for good." 

15. And now. Thou hast proved 
Thy power and mercy bv Thy acts 
of ola ; deliver us from tnis second 



Egyptian bondage. Ps. Ixzx. 8, 
14: "Thou hast brought a vine 
out of Egypt: Thou hast cast out 
the heathen, and Ranted it. Ee- 
turn, we beseech Thee, O God of 
hosts: look down from heaven, 
and behold, and visit this vine." 

16. Thy righteousness. Not Thy 
mercy onlv, but according to the 
truth of Tny promises. 

17. For the Lord's sake. For 
the sake of Messiah, showing a 
distinction of Persons in God, as 
Ps. ex. 1 ; Zech. ii. 10, 11. 

19. Dqfer not. Lenten not 
the time of our captivity. "O 
Lobd, make haste to help me." 
Ps. xl. 13. 

JFbr Thine Own sake. For the 
glory of Thy Name. Ps. Ixxix. 9. 
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my €k)i) ; 21. Yea, whUes I was speaking in prayer, eyen the man Gabri^ 
whom I had seen in the yision at tne beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, 
touched me about the time of the erening oblation. 22. And he informed 
me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to giro 
thee skill and understanding. 23. At the beginning of thy supplications the 
commandment came forth, and I am come to show thee ; for thou art greatty 
beloTod : therefore understand the matter, and consider the yision. 24. Be- 
yenty weeks are determined upon thy peoi>Ie and upon thy holy cit^, to finish 
the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation far 
iniquity, and to bring in eyerlasting righteousness, and to seal up the yision 



21. The man Gabriel The me- 
dium and interpreter of all reve- 
lations. Man, because appearing 
in human form. 

I had seen, Ch. viii. 16. 

Evening oblation. The solemn 
sacrifice of the lamb at the ninth 
hour, the daily expression of na- 
tional and indiyidual repentance, 
prayer, and praise. All Jews who 
were able resorted to the daily- 
sacrifice morning and evening; 
those who were prevented ob- 
served these hours of prayer. 
God often displayed His power at 
these times, teacning thereby the 
duty and privilege of public wor- 
ship. 1 ^ings xviii. 36 ; 2 Kings 
iii. 20. 

23 7^ commandment, that GTa- 
briel should disclose the mystery 
to Daniel. 

Ghreatly beloved, or as Marg. : 
"A man of desires," full of ear- 
nest, insatiable desire for Gk>D, 
ever pondering, longing, listening 
for, loving God. 

Understand the matter, S.Mat, 
xxiv. 15 : "Whoso readeth, let him 
understand." 

24. Seventy weeks. Weeks messia 
weeks of years, periods of seven 
years ; seventy weeks of years (i.e. 
490) were granted to tne recon- 
stituted ci^ and people, as a com- 
pensation K>r their seventy years' 
captivity. The starting pomt of 
the seventy weeks is the time of 
the command to rebuild Jerusa- 



lem in i^e seventh year of Artaxer- 
xes Lonsjmanus, B.C. 457. (Ezra 
vii.) This period is divided into 
three smaller periods, of seven 
weeks, sixty-two weeks, and one 
week (verses 25, 27) ; the first of 
which closes with the completion of 
the citv ; the second with the Bap- 
tism of the Messiah, which was Elis 
visible inauguration to His medi- 
atorial office (Heb. v. 5), and which 
took place 483 years after the 
issuing of the eoict. The third 
period, the seventieth, or sabbati- 
cal week, embraces the confirma- 
tion of the covenant with those 
for whom the blessings are des- 
tined, and is not yet completed, 
being computed after a new man- 
ner. In the middle of the last 
era (three and a half years) occur 
the death of the Messiaii, and the 
cessation of the meat-ofiering. 

Thy people, which thou K>vest 
so deeply. 

To finish the transgression. To 
repair the sin of Adam : the work 
of^the Messiah : with an allusion 
to the final salvation of the Jews. 
Eom. xi. 27. 

To make an end, Marg. : '' To 
seal up," i.e. to forgive, to put 
away. 

Righteousness, From the " Lobd 
our Kighteousness." Jer. xxiii. 
6. 

To seal «p the vision. To cover 
up, and hide away, as accom- 
plished. 
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and propheoj, and to anoint the most Holy. 25. 'Know therefore and under- 
stand, that m>m the going forth of the commandment to restore and to huild 
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall he seren weeks, and threescore 
and two weeks : the street shall he huilt again, and the wall, eren in troublous 
times. 26. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be out off, but 
not for Himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the 
city and the sanctuary ; and tne end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the 
end of the war desolations are determined. 27. And He shall confirm the 
ooyenant with many for one week : and in the midst of the week He shall cause 



The most Holv, "A Holv of 
Holies," even the holy Catholic 
Church, anointed with the gifts of 
iiie Holt Spibit (Zech. iv. 12), 
as the former Tabernacle was an- 
ointed with oil. Ex. XXX. 26. 

25. The Angel first deals with 
the sixty-nine weeks, extending 
from Ihe seventh year of Arta- 
xerxes to the baptism of our Lord, 
and tells Daniel what is to take 
place d^mng, and what after this 
period. 

Seven weeks. The forty-nine 
years during which the work of 
restoration was going on, and 
which complete the period of the 
Old Testament revelation. After 
this the sixty-two weeks of years 
begin. 

In irouhlons times. It was a 
period of distress and adversity, 
reaching its climax in the days of 
Antiochus Epiphanes. 

26. Threescore and two weeks, 
added to the preceding seven 
weeks, = sixiy-nme weeks, or 483 
years. 

Cut off. Isa. liii. 8 : "He was 
cut off out of the land of the liv- 
ing : for the trans^ession of My 
people was He stricken." 

The prince that shall come. 
The head of the power of the 
world, ^ified by the Eoman em- 
peror witn his host, by whom Je- 
.rnsalem was destroyea. 

* Thereqf. Of the city and Tem- 
]^le. 



With a flood. Warlike expe- 
ditions are often compared to a 
flood. Ch.xi.22,26. 

Unio the end. War and ruin 
shall only end with the destruc- 
tion of their object. 

27. The angel proceeds to pro- 
nounce what snail DC in the seven- 
tieth week. 

He, " the Covenant " (Isa. xlii. 
6), " the Messenger of the Cove- 
nant" (Mai. iii. 1), in Whom the 
covenant between God and man 
finds its personal expression. 

Shall confirm. Shall bring His 
people into a nearer and &mer 
covenant with God. 

With many. All believers. "By 
His knowle<^e shall My righteous 
servant justify many. Isa. liii. 
11; S. Matt. xxvi. 28. See on Isa. 
liii. 12. This is still bein^ accom- 
plished : the saved are still being 
added to the Church. 

For one week. The number 
seven, in Apocalyptic language, 
conveys the idea of *a covenant 
between God and man : the brokeh 
seven, three and a half, is the 
broken covenant. 

Cause — to cease, Heb. vii. 18. 
By the " full, perfect, and sufficient 
Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfac- 
tion," made on the Cross, He shall 
put an end to the offerings of the 
old Law. Heb.x. 7— 9. This ends 
the first half of the seventieth 
week, during which the Messiah 
carried on His work of mercy in 
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the gftorifioe md the oblation to oease, fend fbf the oteMpreading of Bbouinft- 
tions He shall niike it deeolate, even until the eonsttmmAtiony and that deter- 
mined shall be poured upon tiie desolate. 



Hid Own Person : during the latter ' 
half He performs it through His 
Ohurch. This last period seems 
to be the same as the " time, times, 
and a half," = three and a half 
years, of ch. xii. 7, and Her. xii. 14, 
and embraces an tmknown spiice. 
The last half week falling into a 
new dispensation is subject to new 
mlea. 

F<fr the overspreading ^ ah&mi' 
nations. On account of the ma 
tind apostasy of the Jews, who 
themselveis poUuted the Temple 
under pretence of defendinfi^ it. 
In S* Matt. fidY. 15^ our Cobd 



probably refers to Dan. xii. 11. 
Otherwise the words in the text 
must be difibrently translated* 

JShaU make it desolate, yiz., £he 
cityand the temple. 

Until the consummaiton. This 
<deso}atio]i ishail oontimie until 
judgment has expended itself, toad 
that which is detinmined has been 
poured <mt ob the desolated on^. 
6. Luke xxi. 34 1 ^< JeniBalem shall 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Grentiles 
shall be fulfilled." lb. xiii. 35 ; 
Som.xi. 26,26. ""iLad bo all Israel 
-shall be saved.'* 



'BYStnx^, tTeremiah xxxi. 

I%e deUveranee t^ the Israelites Jirom He Bebplonish cigftivifyf and their restO' 
ration to their ovm land, with ihe promise qfa new Covenant , are figures qfour 
deliverance under the Gospel, and of the ** Netp ^stament** or Covenant which 
Christ ratified on this day in the Holy Sacratnent now instituted. With this 
chapter should be tofnpared our Lord's suddest solid yet nMt loving Eiicharietie 
diseoursee in S. JTohn «t».^-M$t. 

1. At the same time, saith tiie LoBD, will I be the Gon of all the fiunilies of 
Israel, and they shall be My people. 2. TThua sailh the LoBD, The people which 
Were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness ; even Israel, when I went to 
cause him to rest. 3. ^e IXfsCb hath appeared of old unto mc^ saying, T«^ I 
haye loyed thee with tin everiasting lore : therefore with lovinglmidness hare I 



1. At ike same time. **The 
latter days." Ch. xxx. 24. Ihe 
Gospel Difrpensatiou. 

The Oody the TfinJty In iTiiity. 
Israeli after the Bpirit. Juoah 
is spoken of, ver. 2S. 

2. God reminds the people of 
His former merciefi to them, a 
token of His futorie caro. 

W%ldeme8s,i3i& desert of GoD^s 
wratih, which was as the wilder- 
ness of Sinai to lead l^em back to 
the promised land. Bo Israel 
ishall find grace in ^e desert of 



nations by being receiveA into the 
Church. 

3. The Lorir-unto me. Theee 
are Ihe words of the Jewish na- 
tion. **!nie liOED hath ind^d 
ibrmerly ikToured xw, but now He 
seems to have forgotten our mi- 



^^/%ng, Tlnflisnx)t in 'flie He- 
brew and mars the sense. ** Yea, 
1 have loved thee,^ is God^b an- 
swer to the people^B comj^aint. • 

JEverlaatvng, M^lowehasnot 
waned. 
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dxmwn thee. 4. Agum I willlMuldihn^ tad thoa aluJt be built, vir^ of 
Israel : iham. shalt agaia be adorned with tiiy tabrete, and ahalt go forth in the 
^denoeB of them that make moRjr. IL Thou shalt 3^ plant Tiaee upon the moun* 
%ainB of Samaria; thexdasntenehaill pknt, aftd shidl eat tiiem aa common thinga. 
^. For theee shadl be aday^that the -watehnen npon the mount E^iraim ahaiU 
^sry. Arise ye, and let na go np to Zbn unto the Lobs onr God. 7. For thna 
sutii Hie (liOiLD ; Sing iriSi giadneaa lor Jacob, and about among the chief of the 
oiationB; pnbiiafa ye, pvaiae ye, and eay, O Lobh, aaye Thy people, the remnant 
«ff laraeL 6l Behold, I wffl bnng them from Hie north oountxy, and gather them 
i&om the coasts of the eaith,aad witli them the blind and the lame^ the woman 
-with child and her that traruleth with child k^ether : a great company ahall re- 
'tain thither. :9, They shall oome with weeping, and with supplications wHl I 
iead them : I will cause them to walk by the riyers of waters in a straight way, 



Drawn, Hos. xi. 4 : "I drew 
iihem with cords of a aaasi, with 
Ibands of love." " No man com- ' 
eth unto Me," says Chbibt, " ex- 
oept the PiLTHSB, Wloch hath 
-sent Me, draw him.** ^. John 
Ti.4A. 

4. / wi^ htild, not merely th» 
'earthly \}ity, but the new and hea- 
venly Jemsalem. Heb. xi. 10; 
Sev. xxi. S. 

5. Samaria, the abode of Eph- 
-raim and famous for its Tines, 
^ndg. IX. 27. Wanting Tines is 
lui occtmation of peace. The Chris- 
tian aUosion is to the Ohvrches 
founded among tiie Samaritans. 
6. Jdm iT. 41 ; Acts riii. 14. 

Vamnum things, 'liie allasion 
is to the law which made ike fruit 
of yoimg trees not lawful or •'com- 
mon'* tai the fifth year of their 
bearing. Ler. xix. ■28—^26. In 
-their restored condition tiiey were 
-to eiq'oy the fruit of their own la- 
bour. Dent. xxTiii. 30. 

•6. Watchmen, The priests and 
teachers of Israel had been drawn 
laway from the worship of God at 
Jerusalem, to Ixhe^calTes at Bethel : 
now l^ey were to be of one faith 
with Judah. In aduistianvenfie 
*' the watchmen" are Aposdes and 
their successors, the Bishops, &c., 
who out of Jews and Gentiles form 
-one CSuriBtian Church. 
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Zion, the type of the Christian 
Church. 

7. For, The proof of an erent 
ol^erwise incredible. 

Amonff the chi^. Tell it in 
Babylon. The Gospel was to be 
pretM^ied to the Gentiles. 

Publish ye, riz., the tidingB of 
BalvAtion. 

3. The blind, **Qod is no to- 
specter of persons." (Acts x. 34.) 
And as ''tne blind and the lame 
came to Chbibt in the temple, and 
He healed them," so none shall 
be 'shut out from the Christian 
Church. Comp. the old law about 
knperfeet animals being unfit for 
sacrifice. Dent. xr. 21 ; Mai. i. 8. 
All fipiritual hindrances to the 
knowledge of Christ, typified by 
blindness, lameness, &o,, shall be 
done away through iiie mercy of 
God. lie north country typifies 
the DeTiTs dominion, 

9, Weeping, Tears of repent- 
ance. « 

8ujM>li€aiivns. Zedi. xii. 10. 
*' I will pour upon the house of 
DaTid, -and upcm Ijie inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the .spirit of grace 
and of supplications.*' 

Bivers, **If any man thirst, 
let him come unto Me, and -drink." 
S. John Tii. 37. 

Straight way. The way of faith 
In Chbi0T. Comp. Isa. xL 4. 
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wherein they shall not stiunble : for I am a &ther to Inael, and Ephraim is My 
firstborn. 10. Hear the word of the Lobb, O ye nations, and declare it in the 
isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, 
as a shepherd, doth his flock. 11. For the Lobd hath redeemed Jacob, and 
ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. 12. Therefore 
they shall come and sing in the height of ^on, and shall flow together to the 
goodness of the Lobd, ror wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the younff 
of the flodc and of the herd : and their soul shall be as a watered garden ; and 
they shall not sorrow any more at all. 13. Then shall the vlrgm rejoice in 
the dance, both young men and old together : for I will turn their mourning 
into joy, and will comfort them, and male them rqjoice from their sorrow. 14. 
And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and My people shall be 
satisfied with My goodness, saith the Lobd. 15. Thus saith the Lobd : A yoice 
was heard in Bamah, lamentation, and bitter weeping ; Bahel weeping for her 
children refused to be comforted for her children, bemuse they were not. 16. 
Thus saith the Lobd ; Eefrain thy yoice firom weeping, 'and thine eyes from 
tears : for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lobd ; and they shall come 



Not stumble, being no longer 
blind. 

Mphruim. The people collected 
from among the nations. 

My firstborn. Gen. xlviii. 14. 
Judui and Israel now being one 
in the Church. 

10. Nations. Gentiles. 
Shepherd. "I am the good 

Shepherd." S. John x. 11. 

11. Bedeemed, by His Ovm 
Blood. 

Stronger, S. Lnke xi. 21, 22 : 
♦'When a strong man armed keep- 
eth his palace, his goods are m 
peace : but when a stronger than 
he shall come upon him, and oyer- 
come him, he taketh from him all 
his anriour wherein he trusted, 
and diyideth his spoils." 

12. Zion, The ransomed shall 
praise their deliyererin the Church. 

FUm together. ShaU hurry to 
the solemn assembly. 

Thegoodmess. All whereby God 
is good in Himself, all whereby 
He is good to man. Hos. iii. 5. 

Wheat — wi/M. Figures of the 
Holy Eucharist. Zech. ix. 17. 

CHL Sanctification of the Spirit. 

Floch — herd. Spiritual food. 

Watered garden. Isa. lyiii. 11. 



Not sorrow. The full accom« 
plishment of this prophecy is re- 
seryed for the Church triumphant 
in heayen. £ey. xxi. 4. 

14 With fatness, i.e. with grace, 
which God will giye to them and 
will pour through them upon His 
people. 

15 — 17. Another cause of re- 
joicing is the certain hope of the 
Resurrection of which liie return 
of the Benjamites to their own 
land was a type. 

15. Bamah, a city in the tribe 
of Benjamin, between which and 
Bethlehem Eachel, the mother of 
Joseph and Benjamin, was buried. 
Therefore she is said to weep for 
those who dwelt there. 

Lamentation, &c. This alludes 
firstly to the murder and deporta- 
tion of the children and inhabi- 
tants of this district by the Baby- 
lonians. Ch. xl. 1 ; Ps. cxxxvii. 8, 
9. But its full accomplishment is 
found in the destruction of the 
children of Bethlehem by Herod. 
S. Matt. ii. 16—18. 

16. Thy work. Thy suffering 
shall be rewarded by haying chi£ 
dren who died for Chbist. 

Come again, referring not aim- 
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90m firom the land of the enemj. 17. And there is hope in thine end, saith 
iheLoBD, that thy childron shall come again to their own border. 18. I have 
surely heard Epluraim bemoaning himself thus ; Thou hast chastised me, and 
I T?a8 chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the joke : turn Thou me, and 
I shall be turned : for Thou art the Lobd mj 6k)D. 19. Surely after that I 
was turned, I repented ; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon mv 
thigh : I was ashamed, yea, eren confounded, because I did bear the reproacn 
of my youth. 20. Is Ephraim My dear son ? is he a pleasant child ? for since 
I spi^e against him, I do earnestly remember him stiU : therefore My bowels 
are troubled for him ; I wiU surely haye mercy upon him, saith the Lord. 
21. Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps : set thine heart toward the 
highway, even the way which thou wentest : turn again, O virgin of Israel, 
turn again to these thy cities^ 22. How long wilt thou go about, O thou back- 
sliding daughter ? for the Lobd hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman 
shall compass a man. 23. Thus saith the Lobd of hosts, the God of Israel : 
As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, 
when I shall bring i^in their capUyity ; The Lobd bless thee, O habitation of 
justice, and mountain of holiness. 24. And there shall dwell in Judi^ itself, 
and in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, and they thaf go forth with 
flocks. 25. For I haye satiated the weary soul, and I haye replenished eyery 
sorrowful soul. 26. Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was 
sweet unto me. 27. Behold, the days come, saith the Lobd, that I wul sow 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man, and with the 
seed of beast 28. And it shall come to pass, that like as I haye watched 
oyer them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to destroy, 
and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the 
Lobd. 29. In those days they shall say no more, The fathers haye eaten a 

ply to the return from captivity, 
but to the Eesurrection of the 
dead. "Rev. ziv. 4. 

17. In thine end. Perhaps, " at 
length to thee." 

18. 2W» Thou me. It is of 
God's grace that we are enabled 
to repent. 

19. I was instructed, i.e., learnt 
to know Thee and myself. 

I smote upon my thigh, in sorrow 
and wonder. Ezek. xxi. 12. 

20. God implies that He loves 
His people still, though He had 
harshly reproved them. 

21. WaymarJcs — high heaps, to 
mark the road for their return 
from captivity. 

22. Oo about, be erring and 
careless. Eetum, O Israel, for 
the promised Seed is at hand. 

A woman, i.e., without the op- 
posite sex, a virgin, shall com* 



pass, shall bear in her womb, a 
man child. This is the new thing, 
even the new creation. Isa. vii. 14. 

24. This was literally fulfilled 
under Zerubbabel and Ezra, spi- 
ritually by the priesthood of the 
Christian Church. 

25. Satiated, with Divine grace. 
S. John vii. 37, 38. 

26. These are the words of the 
Tophet, awaking for a moment 
Tom his trance, and seeing no- 
thins but desolation around : then 
the nand of the Lobd seizes him 
again, and removes him from the 
present. 

27. Man, and — beast. Taken 
mystically of the educated and ig- 
norant being admitted into the 
Church of Chbist. So Ps. xxxvi. 
7, " Thou, Lobd, shalt save both 
man and beast." 

29. The fathers ham eaten, &c., 
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sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge. 30. Bat every one Amiik 
die for his own iniquity : erery man that eateth the eour grape, hia teeth ahaii 
be Bet on edge. 31. Behold, the days oome, saith the Losd, that I will make m 
new corenant with the hoiise of Israel, and with the house of Judah.: 32« 
Not according to the covenant that I made with their flEtthers in. the day that I 
took them by the hand to brinff them out of the knd of Egypt; which My 
oorenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saukh the Lokd s 
S3. But this shall be the coyenant that I wiH make with the house of Israel ^ 
After those days^ saith the Lobd, I will put My law in their inward parts, aj^i 
write it in their hearts ; and will be their Gk>i>, and they shall be My peoj^ 
34. And they shall teaoh no more everr man his neighbour, and every maa 
his brother, saying, Enow the Lobb : for they shall all know Me, firom tbo 
least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Load : for I will forgive: 
their iniquity, and I wiU remember their sin no more. 35. Thus saith the 
Lobd, wmch giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances o£ the moozi 
and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the wavea 
thereof roar ; The Lord of hosts is His name : 36. If those ordixnnoea depari 
from before M^saith the Lobd, then the seed of Israel also shall oease from being: 
a nation beforeMe for ever. 37. Thus saith the Lobd ; If heaven above ean 
be measured, and the foundatioos of the earth searohed out beneath, I will also 



a common Jewish proverb, im- 
plying that they were suffering 
for their fathers sins. See Ezek. 
rviii. 2, 3. 

30. Sour grape. Sins are called 
sour grapes because they prevent 
us &om tasting that the Lobd is 
gracious, and oecause they look 
tempting, but are bitter to the 
eater. 

31. A new covenant. The Gros- 
pel, the New Testament Dispensa- 
tion. "In that He saith, a new 
covenant, He hath made Uie first 
old. Now that which decayeti^ 
and waxeth old is ready to vanish 
away." Heb. viii. 13; seeib. 8,sqq. 

Israel, and — Judah, because tne 
Gospel was first preached to the 
Jews and through them to the 
Gentile world. 8. Matt. xv. 24; 
Acts xiii. 4)6 ; S. John i. 11, 12. 

32. Took them hy the hand. 
This expresses God's care for, and 
familiarity with them. 

Althouah I was an husband unto 
them. Tne marriage contract be- 
tween God and His people was 
the covenant made at Sinai. Comp. 
Ch. ii. 2 : " I remember .... the 



love of thine espousals, when thou 
whitest after Me in the wilder- 
ness." So 1^ ChorcL is called the 
Bride of Chbiot. Kev. xxi. 2, »; 

33. In their hearts, no longer on 
tables of stone, but *'on fieshy 
tables of the heart." 2Car. iii. 3. 
The Holy Spibit, conveyed to 
believers by Sacraments, should' 
raise and enlighten the soul, teach- 
ing it to love the law of Goi>„ 
and ^ving men strength to per- 
form it. 

34. They shall teach. TheiMnga 
necessary for salvation shall be 
easily learned under the Gospel ; 
and all obedient believers shall 
be taught oi Grou,. (1 Thess. iv. 
9), the renewed spirit holding 
communion with God, and receiv- 
ing; with faith the words of God's 
ministers. Comp. 1 S. John ii. 27. 

For I will foraive. They shall 
receive the awful gift of regenera- 
tion, and the remission c? their 
sins. 

35. Divideth, tosselii, cleaveth 
in pieces. 

36. Those ordintmces, the con- 
stitution and order of nature. 
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eaefc off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the Lobd. 38. 
B<^old, the days come, saith the Lqbd, that the oitj shall be built to the Lord 
Irom the tower of Hananeel uBto the gate of the comer. 39. And the mea* 
sfuing line shall yet go forth oyer against it upon the hill Ghureb, and shall com- 
pass about to 6k>ath. 40. And the whole TisUe^ of the dead bodies, and of 
the ashee^ and all the fielda unto the l»ook of Kidvim, unto the eomw of the 
hofso gate toward the eaat^ shall be hdy nnto the Lobd i it shall not be plucked 
vpiy Bor thrown down any more for ever. 



Seed tf IsTfoel, the spiritual la* 
rael, the Church with its laws and 
Head, &c 

38 — 40. Jerusalem shull be re- 
stored, i.e., the kingdom of Gk)D 
shall be resto^red among men ; and 
the unholy ]9lace8 around it shall 
be iududed in its oirQumference^ 
lA,, the Church shall enlarge her 
boQodariea in the world, ana bring 
ihe <sopire of wx and darknesck 
oad^ her dpminioo. 

38. From the tower ^ Hanc^ 
neel, on the north-east side of the 
eity. Hananeel means ''grace,'^ 
07 obedience. Neh. iii. 1. 

Gate of the comer, at the ansle 
where the north and west wfuls 
met. 



3(^. Ovor agminti it, opposite 
the comer sate. 

Gareh ("leprous"), on the north- 
west: Goath ("place of execu- 
tion"), on the south-west. Both 
of these were unclean places, and 
without the bounds of the original 
city. Some have thjought that 
Groath is the same as Golgotha. 

40, Valle^i qf the dea4 bodies 
and <iftkB ashes, the Tslley of Hin'^ 
ncagi on the south. 2 Kings zxiii. 
10. See on Isa. xxx. 33. 

Fields unto the hroek Kidrom, 
("darkness,") on the south-easlr 
and east. "And from thence to 
the horse-gate eastward." Thi» 
gate was just south of the Temple 
mount. 



GOOD FBEDAY, 

On this day our Blessed Lobd died for us upon the Cross ; His suf- 
fering life upon earth was brought to a close ; the prophecies and 
^es of old were fulfilled ; the Church was founded in the Blood and 
Water that flowed from His pierced side. 

MovsTsa. Genesie ^xU. to yer. 20. 

7^e nunmtain Moriah where Abraham offered up his ton Jkaac is part qf the 
same range as Calvary , on which, two thouiond years afierwardt, Christ was 
saeriflced. It was here that God tauyht Ainraham the great doctrine qf the 
Atouementr^—that redempUotk was to he through the sacrifice of One m the form 
of man,— through the giving of a Son by Hit Father fyr an oblation. 

For notes, Ac. see Fibst Stjnjut in Lent,— Evening. 

ETEsnro. Isaiah liii. 

This chapter hat been oalledt T%e Passion ^ Jesus Christ according to ^aiah. 

For notes, &e., see SBCOjy© Svndat aftbb Epiphany,— Evening. 
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EASTEE EVEK 

This is the great Sabbath, the da^ when Chbibt rested in the grave 
after His toilsome life on earth. But His soul carried the tidings of 
salyatioh to the spirits of those who had died in faith before He came, 
that they too might profit by the great Atonement, and enjoy the sight 
of Gk)D. 1 S. Pet. iii. 19. He "descended into heU" that He mi^t 
trinmph over Satan in his own dominions, and show the victory He 
had won by His death. 

MoBNUTG. Zeehariah ix. 

Ood shall drfend Hia Church and punUh Hit enemies,- and then Christ shall 
appear in meekness and humility ^ and found His peaceable kingdom. He shall 
bring salvation even to the departed ; tmd pour out His grace through sacraments. 

1. The burden of the word of the Lobd in the land of Hadrach, and Damaacns 
shall be the rest thereof: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, 
shall be toward the Lobd. 2. And Hamath also shall border thereby ; Tyrus, 
and Zidon, though it be very wise. 3. And Tyrus did build hersen a strong 
hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. 
4. Behold, the Lobd will cast her out, and He will smite her power in the sea ; 
and she shall be deroured with fire. 5. Ashkelon shall see it, and fear ; Gkza 
also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron ; for her expectation shall 
be ashamed ; and the king sHall perish from Gkiza, and Ashkelon shall not be 
inhabited. 6. And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the 
pride of the Philistines. 7. And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, 
and his abominations from between his teeth : but he that remaineth, even he, 

Though it be. Perhaps, " be- 
cause she is wise" in her own eyes. 
Ezek. xrviii. 3, 4, 17. 

5. The fall of Tyre spread dis- 
may through the neighbouring 
nations. The prophet describes 
the march of Alexander along the 
sea-coast. 

6. A bastard, a foreign race. 
Comp. 1 Maccab. x. 84, 85. 

The pride, that in which the 
Philistines prided themselves, e.g., 
power, wealth, &c. 

7. His blood. The Philistines 
are represented under the image 
of a wild beast. The blood here 
meant is that of sacrificed ani- 
mals, which the Philistines used 
to drink ; and the purpose of the 
sentence is, "I will abolish ido- 
latry." 



1. The burden. The woeftd pro- 
phecy, or heavy calamity. It al- 
ludes primarily to the invasion of 
Syria by Alexander. 

Land (f Had/rach, Probably 
a tract of Csele- Syria, though its 
exact position is unknown. 

The rest thereof, the place on 
which "the burden" shall settle 
and abide. Comp. Isa. ix. 8, " The 
Lobd sent a word into Jacob, and 
it hath lighted upon Israel." 

When the eyes of man. This 
shall happen at the time that all 
Israel are looking to the Lobd for 
salvation. 

2. Hamath, afterwards called 
Epiphania, on the Orontes, about 
150 miles north of Damascus. 
Shall border thereby, shall share 
in " the burden." 
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sball be foir our Qob, and he shall be as a goremor in Judah, and Ekron as a 
Jebusite. 8. And I will encamp about Mine house because of the annj, because 
of him that passeth by, and because of him that retumeth : and no oppressor 
shall pass through them any more : for now hare I seen with Mine eyes. 
9» Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem : be- 
hold, thy sing cometh unto thee : He is just, and haying salvation ; lowly, and 
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 10. And I will cut off 
the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow 
shall be out off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen : and his dominion 
^hall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth. 
11. As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy pri- 
soners out of the pit wherein is no water. 12. Turn you to the strong hold, 
ye prisoners of hope : even to-day do I declare that I will render double unto 



Shall be for our God. A rem- 
nant of these nations shall some 
day be converted to the worship 
of the true Gtod. • 

As a governor. The Philistines 
shall obtain equal privileges with 
Israel. 

Jebusite, The Jebusites, the 
ancient inhabitants of Jerusalem 
were conquered by David, and a 
remnant of them were incorpo- 
rated into the Israelites. Comp. 

e ease of Araunah. 2 Sam. xxiv. 



t. 



', sqq, 
8. Fm 



^'or novo* God sees the fu- 
ture danger, and provides for it. 

9. Quoted by S. Matt. xxi. 6, 
and S. John xii. 15, in their ac- 
counts of Christ's triumphal en- 
try into Jerusalem. The Messiah's 
Advent was to bring joy to every 
" Israelite indeed." 

Thy King, The King so often 
promised thee. 

Unto thee. So, "Unto us a 
Child is bom, unto v^ a Son is 
given." Isa. ix.. 6. 

And v/pon, "even upon." The 
horse was an emblem of war, the 
ass of peace and humility. When 
Chbist comes as a mighty Con- 
queror, He rides upon a " white 
horse." Eev, vi. 2 ; xix. 11. " The 
foal" is the emblem of deeper hu- 
miliation than the ass. 

10. Cut off the chariot — a/nd the 
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horse, Messiah is the Prince of 

r^e, and His kingdom is not to 
upheld or extended by war. 
Isa. ii. 4. 

His dominion, Fs. Ixxii. 8. 
The four boundaries of David's 
kingdom (the Eed Sea and the 
Mediterranean, the river Euphra- 
tes and the border of Egypt,) are 
typical of the extent of Ohbist's 
kingdom. 

11. As for thee. As for thee, 
O Israel, by the precious Blood of 
the Messiah, Who confirmed the 
New Testament by His Blood, I 
have delivered those who died in 
faith and were waiting for the 
promise, from the unseen abode 
where they were kept till Cheist 
descended in triumph. 

12. The strong hold, Chbist, 
Who is our "rock, and fortress, 
and deliverer." Ps. xviii. 2 ; see 
Ps. xl. 1, 2. 

Prisoners of hope. Shut up in- 
deed, yet cheered with the hope 
of deliverance. 

Even to-day, this Easter Even. 

Double, for your long and dreary 
expectation. Isa. Ixi. 7: "For 
your shame ye shall have double : 
and for confusion they shall re^ 
joice in their portion : tnerefore in 
their land they shall possess the 
double: everlasting joy shall be 
unto them." 
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thee ; 13. When I have bent Jndah lor Me, filled the bow with Ephnim, and 
raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Ghreece, and made thee as the 
sword or a mighty man. 14. And the Lou> shall be seen OTor them, and His 
arrow sliall co forth as the lightning ; and the JjOBS God shall blow the tram- 
pet, and shidl go with whirlwinds of the south. IS. The Lokd of hosts shall 
defend them ; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones ; and thej 
shall dnnk, and make a noise as thrmigh wine ; and they shall be filled like 
bowk, and as the comers of the altar. 16. And the LoB3> their God shall 
saye titem in that day as the flocd^ of His people : fi>r th^ shall be as the stones 
of a orown, lifted up as an ensign upon His land. 17. For how great is His 
goodness, and how great is His beauty I com shall make the young men ehecr- 
foly and new wine the maids. 



13. Filled ike haw, Jadahia re- 
presented as the bow, Ephraim as 
the arrow which " fills," i.e.is fitted 
to, the bow. Comp. Ps. Ixxviii. 9. 

Against thy sons, O Chreece, 
Literally foIfiUed by the yictodes 
of the Maccabees, but referring 
spiritually to the conversion (x 
tae Gentiles through the xnstm- 
mentality of the Jews. 

14. The imagery here ia taken 
from a thunder storm, aa in Pa. 
xviii. 

16. They shall devour. Israel, 
like a lion, shall deyonr bia ene- 
mies. Num. x]dii. ^. 

S^due with, Aj9 David orer* 
came Qoliath. Mare. : " subdue 
[tread under foot] Sie stones of 
the sling." 



8h4iU drinhj i.e., the blood oS 
their foes, which shall transport 
them like wine. 

Likt howls, the sacrificial bowls> 
in which the priests received tKe 
victim's blooa. The blood was 
sprinkled on the horns, here called 
" comers," of the altar. 

16. They shall he. The Israel- 
ites ahall be like precious stones 
in a oostly crown» which is set on 
high in " His knd," i.e.,theLoBX>'0 
land. 

17. TbetB shall heaoeforth be 
abundance in. Israel. But chiefljf 
this refers to the plentiful su^ly 
of grace to be found in Ghsist's 
new Sacrament, the Holy Bualui- 
rist. Jer. zxzL 12. 



EvEimra. Exodus zxiL 

The delivsnmes of the IsraeRiesJrom Egypt is a type qf the deHneraasce pf 
mankind from the bondage qf nature: the Covenant qf the Passover is afigmre qf 
the Covenant of Christ, the Lamb of God. [For a further explanation qf the 
Passover, see notes on Exod. xii, Easter JOag, mom.} 

1. And the Loud spake unto Moses, saying, 2. Sanctify unto Me sfi the 
firstborn, whatsoerer openeth tiie womb among the children of Israel, both of 
man and of besat : it i« Mine. 3. And Moses said unto the people^ Remember 



2. All ihefirsthom, Le^ of the 
male sex, ver. 12 ; in remembrance 
of the destruction of the firstborn 
ibnong the Egyptians, and with a 
reference to Chbi8T Wlio is the 
"firstborn of every creature" and 



the " firstibom among many bse* 
thren.'* OoL L 15 ; £om. viiL 29. 
So the whcde nation of the Jews 
is called God's "^ firstborn." Sx. 
iv. 22. Later the Levitea irars 
taken instead of tha fintbom. 
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this di^k in which ye qboob out from Sey)pt» put of tht houte of boiKlage ; for 
\fj strength of hand the Lobd broucpt you out firom this place ; there shall 
no kftTened bread he eaten. 4. This daj came ^e out in the month Abih^ 
B. And it shall be when the LoBP shall bring thoo into the land of the Canaar 
nitea, and the Hittites, and the Aniorites» and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
which J^e sware unto thy fathers to giye thee, a land flowing with milk ana 
honey, that thou shalt keep this serrioe in this month. 6. Seven days tho« 
shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall be a feast to thel^OKP. 
7. Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days $ and there shall no leavened 
btead be seen with thee, neither shall there he leaven seen with thee in all thy 
quarters. 8. And thou shalt show thy son in that day, sayings This is done be- 
. cause of that which the "Lord did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt. 
9« And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial 
between thine eyes, that the Lobd's law may be in thy mouth : Ibr with a strong 
hand hath the Lord brought thee out of Egypt. 10. Thou shalt therefore 
keep this ordinance in his eeason £rom year to year. 11. And it shiJl be when 
the JjCXKD shall bring thee into the land of the CanaaTiitee, as He sware unto 
thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee, 12. That thou shalt set apajrt 
unto the Lord all that opened ttvs matrix, and eveiy firstling thai coming of 
a beast which thou hasti the males shall be the LoKD'aw 13. And every £bV> 
ling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb $ and if thou wilt not redeem it, 
then thou shalt break his nock i and all the firstborn of man among thy chi}« 
dren shalt thou redeem. 14. And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in 
time to come, saying, What is this ? that thou shalt say unto him, By strength 
of hand the Lobd brought us out from Egypt, fr^m the house of bondage : 
15r And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the Lobd 
slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the 
firstborn of beast : therefore I sacrifice to the Lobd all that openeth the matrix, 
being males $ but all the firstborn pf my children I redeem. 16. And it shall 
be for a token upon thine hand, and for frontlets between thine eves : for by 
•tisangth of hand the IiO«D brou^t us £brth out of Egypt. 17. And it came 
to pass, when Fhamoh had let the people go, tha4^ OoD led them not through 
the way of the land of the Philistmes, although that wa« neir ; for G^od said, 
lioat pecadventure the people repwut when they aee war» and they return to 



d. No leavened ^ad. "The 
Imad of affliction*' (Deut. jri, 3.) 
was a token of the new life, free 
from the leaven of worldly corrup- 
tion, which the ransomed poople 
were to lead. 

4. Abibi the same mont'h as tiiftt 
afterwards called I^isan, om parts 
of our Marich and April. 

9/ A H^'^'upan nine hand, 
PciMMit with l^ee like a thing al- 
ways in thy hand and before thy 
eyes. The Jews taking this pas- 
sage in the letter deduced from it 
their custom of wearing jphylac^ 
teriee, So ver. 16. 



•13. Jjk au. The ass is men- 
tioned as the chief beast of burden 
among the Jews. The command 
applies to all unclean animals, ani- 
mals unfit for sacrifice. Numb, 
xviii. 15. 

Shalt thou redeem, at the price 
of %:9e shekels. Nmnb. xriii. 16. 
The LeTites were dedicated to 
Gop ixiplace of the firstborn. 

17. The land efthe Philistines, 
which was onlv a journey of eight 
or ten days from Lower Egypt. 
So God will never suffer His peo- 
ple "to be tempted above that 
tkeyareabte." ICor. x.aa. . 
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Egypt : 18. But God led the people about, through the way of the wildeir- 
ness of the Bed Sea : and the children of Israel went up hameased out of the 
land of Egypt. X9. And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him : for he 
had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, Gk)D will surely visit you ; 
and ye shall carry up my bones away hence witii you. 20. And thtey tooi 
their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the wil- 
derness. 21. And the Lobd went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, 
to lead them the way ; and by night in a pillar oi fire, to eiye them light ; to 
go by day and night : 22. He took not away the pillar of the doud by day, 
nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people. 



18. Mamessed, in good order 
and ready for war. They who 
would escape from the service of 
the world and the devil most be 
prepared for battle, as Chbist*8 
faitnful soldiers and servants. 

19. He had — sworn. Gen. 1.25. 
See the interment. Josh. xxiv. 32. 

20. Succoth was about eighteen 
miles from Barneses ; and i!tham 
twenty miles further at the north- 



em extremity of the gulf of Suez. 
See on xii. 37. 

21. Besides the pillar of fire, 
&c., the other standing miracles 
among the people were,3ie manna, 
the general immunity irom sick- 
ness and infirmity, the preserva- 
tion of their clothes durmg their 
forty years' wandering, and a con- 
stant supply of water from the 
rock, (1 Cor. x. 4.) 



(Easier* 

At this time Jbstts Chbist, Who had been crucified, dead, and 
buried, raised Himself from the dead by imiting His Soul to His 
Body. He " rose again for our justification," that we might believe 
in Him more firmly, might conquer sin, set our hearts on heaven, and 
at length rise, as He, our Head, has risen. AJter His B/Csurrection, 
Cheist continued on earth fo^ forty days, often appearing to His 
disciples, and instructing them in the doctnne and discipline of His 
Church. 

EASTEE DAY. 
Moitmsa, Exodus xii 

The iinstitution qf the Passover , and the preservation and deliverance of the 
Israelites, are figures of man's redemption by Christ* s bloody and the participa- 
tion of that sacrifice in the Holy Eucharist. Christ is the true Passover, the 
Paschal Lamb, " 7%e Lamb of God That taketh away the sin qfthe world,'* 
Who ** hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the GospeV The Resurrection of Christ was the spiritual regenera- 
turn of humanity, as the deliverance of the Jews from Egypt was the political 
regeneration cfthe Hebrew people, 

1. And the Lobd epake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 
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saying, 2. This month shall be unto you the beginning of months : it shall 
be the first month of the year to you. 3. Speak ye unto all the congregation 
of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every 
man a hunb, according to the house of their &thers, a lamb for an house : 
4. And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour 
next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls ; every man 
according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb. 5. Your lamb 
shall be without blemish, a male of the first year : ye shall take it out from the 
sheep, or from the goats : 6. And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of 
the same month : and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall 
kill it in the evening. 7. And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on 
the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they 
shall eat it. 8. And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and 



2. Beginning of months, ISTisan 
henceforward was to be the first 
month of the sacred year. It 
corresponded with the period from 
March 27 to April 25 of our calen- 
dar. Formerly Tishri, the seventh 
month, was considered the begin- 
ning of the year. See xxiii. 16. 

8. Congregation of Israel, None 
but the chosen people might par- 
take of the deliverance. The 
lamb vras the token appointed by 
God for the children of Israel to 
claim the privilege of their elec- 
tion. Comp. S. John xvii. 9, 10. 

In the tenth do/y. This was the 
day on which Cheist cleansed the 
Temple. 

Every man. They were to be 
a nation of priests. Ch. xix. 6. 

A lamb for an house. This ex- 
pressed the xmity of Israel. So 
we, eating " one firead," are " one 
Body." 

6. Without blemish, A type of 
Christ, Who is without sm. 1 
S. Pet. i. 19. 

A male. As the worthier animal. 
A type of the " man child, who 
•was lJ) rule aU nations with a rod 
of iron." Eev. xii. 5. 

C^the first year. Like Chbist, 
dedicated to (tOD from the womb. 

6. Fourteenth day. The day 
on which Chbist died "in the 
eyening." 



I%€ whole assembly. Every 
head of a family killed his lamb 
at this time : afterwards, all the 
lambs were slain by Uie priests in 
the temple at Jerusalem, between 
3 and 5 p.m. 

7. The blood was to be their 
advocate; every house was an 
altar, and marked as sacred ; be- 
cause the Lamb was the repre- 
sentative of Chbist. 

Door post. The blood was 
sprinklea on the door, because the 
Flesh of the crucified Savioitb is 
itself the door of the true sanc- 
tuary, ("I am the door." S. 
John X. 9), which the destroyer 
cannot touch. Heb. x. 20. 

8. Shall eat. Thus they were 
to become personally idenlified 
with the Paschal offering : the 
Lamb became a means of imion 
between themselves and the act 
of the Eedeemer. S. John vi. 
53,56. 

Roast with fire, Sfc, Many of 
these particulars were given in 
opposition to the customs of idol- 
atrous nations; but they have 
chiefly a mystical sense, prophe- 
tical of Chbist and His saciince. 

Moast, Fastened crosswise on 
the spit, in order to be roasted : 
alsQ wanting no preparation, need- 
ing none of the vessels of the 
sanctuary which could not be used 
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unlBaTened bread ; and with bitter herbs they shall eab it 9. Eat not of ii 
raw, nor soddan at all with water, but roast with fire : his head with his lags^. 
and with the pnrtenanca thereofL 10. And ye shall let nothing of it xeEmaii^ 
nntdl the morning ; and thai which remaineth of it unUl the momiof ye shall 
bum with fire. 11. And thus shall ye eat it & with your loins g^ed» your 
■hoes on your leet, and your staff in your hand s and ye shall eat it in haste i 
it is- the Lord's passover. 12. For I will pass through the land of Egypt thia 
nightk and will smite all the firstborn in the land of £gynt» both man and 
bcaet} and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute juagm^nt : I am the 
Lom>. 13. And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses whera 
ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the pl^ue sImUI 
not be upon tou to destroy you, when I smite the luad of Eg^pt. 14. Ajxd 
this day shall be unto you for a memorial i and ye shall keep it a fea^t of the 
LoBD throughout your genfln^iions ; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance 
for eTar. 1& Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread s even the first day ye 
shall put away leaven out of your houses : for whosoeyer eateth leayened 



in ft saerifice (which thia was) foar 
the priznary redemption and con* 
secration of the whole nation. 

Unleavened bread. The learen 
of the East is sour, so is taken as 
a type of corruption. Tbe un- 
leavened bread was also to remind 
the Jews of the haste with which 
they left Egypt, and to teach 
them that they were only way* 
farers on earth. 

JBitter kerbs. To remind thcon 
oi their bitter bondage. Chris* 
iians are herein taught that thev 
must be separated from the world, 
and pass through the bittarnesa of 
repentaaice, before they can wor- 
thily receive the Holy Eucharist. 

9, Sis keadn^ihere<f. A figure 
of Chbist» Whom we receive in 
the Holy Communion entire, un- 
divided, His Divinity, His Hu- 
manity, and all that belongs to 
Him; and Whose whcda incarnate 
natoie is mrsteriously oosununi- 
cated to reaeemed man. Sph. 

10. UnMl tie morning. The 
next morning is a type of the 
Bfiaurrection» when tne work of 
the destroying aneel is finished, 
and ihe <^oe of the Pas'chal 
I^amb is terminated. 



Bum with fire. Lest it should 
be profaned. So the remains of 
the Holy Eucharist, after Con:^ 
munion, are to be reverently con* 
sumed; and the Euchurist itself 
is to be adored bj faiths not 
examined by reason. 

11. "Here have wo no cou* 
tinuinff city, but we seek on£ to 
come. Heb. xiiL 14. 

12. Toss through. Goj>j>a&sed 
throuah (Amos v. 17) Egypt tp 
punifiua; at passed over GtoabBn 
u mercy and love. 

Gods. Marg.: "Princes*" Or 
else the " idols ' are meant* 

13. A token. The blood vat a 
ijmcaX intercessor. 

1 will pass overyou^ Hence the 
naane Passover. 

14. For ever. Because the Paa- 
chal Lamb was an instrument 
of supernatural relation betweeoa 
previous generations and Cvx^e^tp 
Verses 14 to 20 enjoin the manner 
of celebrating the Passover here- 
after, as the previous verses have 
given precepts concerning ita cb- 
servanoe in Egypt. 

15. Unleavened breads The 
Paschal idea is rest &om ain and 
the world, and joy in the com- 
munion of saints. 
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bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be out oit from 
Israel. 16. And in the first day thera shall be an holy oonTOoation» and in 
the seyenth day there shall be an hdly oonyooation to you; no manner of 
work shall be done in them, save that whieh every man must eat, that on^ 
may be done of you. 17. And ye shall obserye the feast of unleayened bread i 
for in this selfsame day haye I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt : 
therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an ordbanoe fot 
ever. 18. In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye 
shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month al 
even» 19. Seyen days shall there be no leaven found in your houses : for 
whosoever eatet^ that which is leavened, even that soul shall be out off frem 
the oongregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or bom in the land. 
SO. Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in aU your habitations shall ye eat 
unleayened bread. 21. Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and 
said unto them. Draw out and take you a lamb aoeorditig to your fiuniUes, and 
kill the paesover. 22. And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in tlis 
blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with tiha 
blood that is in the bason ; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house 
until the morning. 23. For the LoBBwiU pass through to sniite the Egyptians} 
and when He seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on tho two side posts, the Loffio 
will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to oome in unto your 
houses to smite you. 24. And ye shall observe this thing f(» an ovdinanoe 
to thee and to thy sons for ever. 25. And it shall come to pass, when ye be 
oome to the land which the Lord wiU give you, according as He haUi 
promised, that ye shall keep this service. 26. And it shall come to pass, 
when your children shall say unto you. What mean ye by this service? 
87. That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice ciihe Lobd's passover. Who passed 
oyer the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the £gyp« 
tians, and deUvered our housesL. And the people bowed the head and wor- 
shipped. 28. And the ohildran of Israel went away, and did ss the LoBO 
bad eommanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 29. And it came to pass, 
that at midnight the Lobd smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from 
the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the 
oaptiye that was in the dungeon ; and all the firstborn of cattle. 30. And 
Pharaoh, rose up in the nigh^ he, and aU his servants, and all the SgyptieBS ; 



ChU off. See note, Gen. rvii. 14. 
19. A 9itr<mgm'. I.e., a prose- 
lyte. 

21. VroM auL Take from your 
flocks. 

22. ffystop. An emblem of 
parification. Heb. ix. 19; xi. 28. 

Shall ao ouU The^ must re- 
mun vnaer shelter of Uie blood, 
the tgrpical interoessor, or they 
would De cut off" from the coyen« 
ant of Gk>D's people. So we awst 
abide ander the shdter of the 
Ghvrebof Ghbmt. IfweTentare 
ferth into the world in oar own 



strength, we shall pensh with the 
warhL 

24 Te shall observe. And 
thus acknowledge your depeod- 
eoce upoA the Redeemer. 

29. Smotf all the firstborn. Am 
the Egyptians oppressed larael. 
God's "first-bom, (Isa, xliii.84 
their own fiLcBtbom must die. 
Wisd. xviii. 6 : " And when they 
had determined to slay the babes 
of the saints, one child being oMt 
forth and saved, to reprove them, 
Then tookest away the mnltitwie 
of their ehildren." 
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and there was a great cry in Egypt ; for there was not a honse where there 
was not one dead. 31. And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and 
said, Bise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the 
children of Israel ; and go, serre the Lobd, as ye have said. 32. Also take 
your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be eone ; and bless me also, 
33. And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send 
tiiem out of the land in haste ; for they said, We be all dead men. 34. And 
the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading-troughs 
being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 35. And the children 
of Israel did according to the word of Moses ; and they borrowed of the 
Egyptians jewels of suver, and jewels of gold, and raiment : 36. And the 
LoBD gave the people &your in tne sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent 
unto them such tmngs as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians. 
37. And the children of Israel journeyed from Bameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. 38. And a mixed 
multitude went up also with them ; and flocks, and herds, even very much 
cattle. 39. And they baked unleayened cakes of the dough which they 
brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened ; because they were thrust 
out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves 
any victual 40. Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in 
Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 41. And it came to pass at the 
end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to 
pass, that all the hosts of the Lobd went out from the land of Egypt. 42. It 
IS a night to be much observed unto the Lord for bringing them out from the 
land of Effypt : this is that night of the Lobd to be observed of all the 
children of Israel in their generations. 43. And the Lord said unto Moses 
and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the passover : There shall no stranger eat 
thereof : 44. But every man's servant that is bought for money, when thou 
hast circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof. 46. A foreigner and an 
hired servant shall not eat thereof. 46. In one house shall it be eaten ; thou 
shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house ; neither shall 



32. Bless me also. Pray for 
me. 

35. Borrowed, Demanded, as 
ch. iii. 22. 

36. Spoiled, So at length the 
tyramiy of the devil was dissolved, 
the strong man bound, and his 
goods spoued. 

37. Barneses, The same as Gro- 
shen, the frontier district, on the 
north-east skirts of the Delta. The 
city so called, lay probably not 
far north-east of Heliopolis. See 
on xiii. 20. 

40. Four hund/red and thirty 
years. These are compnted from 
the time that Abrahsun quitted 
Haran at the call of Gon. Gal. 
iii. 17. For this period the Is- 
raelites may be said to hAve so- 



journed in strange lands. Acts 
vii. 6. Others compute the 430 
years from Jacob's arrival until 
the Exodus, reckoning 350 years 
from the inmiigration to tiie oirth 
of Moses. But there are reasons 
against this computation. The 
dJate usually given to the Exodus 
is B.C. 1491. 

41. Selfsame day. The day of 
the Passover, as v. 17. 

Went out. The Exodus 'is a 
tvpe of our Christian calling out of 
darknees into Chbist's marvellous 
light. 1 S. Pet. ii. 9, 11. 

42. To he much observed. By 
prayer and religious services. 

43. No stranaer. See note, v. 3. 
46. In one house. To express 

the unity of all the individuals 
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j6 break a bone thereof. 47. All lihe congregation of Israel shall keep it. 
48. And when a stranger shall sojonm with thee, and will keep the passoyer 
to the Loud, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and 
keep it j and he shall be as one that is bom in the land : for no unoircnmcised 
person shall eat thereof. 49. One law shall be to him that is homebom, and 
unto the stranger that sojoumeth among you. 60. Thus did all the children 
of Israel $ as the Lobd commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 61. And 
it came to pass the selfisame day, that the Lobd did bring the children of 
Israel out oi the land of Egypt by their armies. 



throughout the congregation of 
Israel. 

Break, A pledge of spiritual 
unity, to be consummated m feed- 
ing upon Chbist's glorified Body, 
which should not oe capable of 



being broken : a prophecy also 
of the manner in which Chbist 
should be offered. S. John xix. 36. 
47. Shall keep. Marg.: "do 
it ;" i.e. sacrifice it. " This do in 
remembrance of Me." 



Eybiokg. Exodus xir. 

The miraculous overthrow qf Pharaoh and the Bgyptiane in the Bed Sea is a 
type qf Christ's victory over death and Satant and of the Christian's baptism^ 
by wAeh he escapes the bondage qf sin and the deviVt power ^ and is set on his 
road to the heavenly Canaan, * 

1. And the Lobd spake unto Moses, saying, ^2. Speak unto the children 
of Israel, that the;^ turn and encamp beforeJPi^hahirotib, between Migdol and 
the sea, over against Baal-zephon : *1^ore' it' shallye . encamp by the sea. 
3. Eor Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the 
land, the wilderness hath shut them in. 4. And I, will, harden Pharaoh's 
heart, that he shall follow after them ; and I wiQ be honoured upon Pharaoh, 
and upon all his host i that the Egyptians may know that I am the Lobd. 
And mev did so. 6. And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled : 
and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against the people, 
and they said. Why hare we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving 
us P 6. And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him : 



2. That they turn. Instead of 
turning the head of the Eed Sea, 
and journeying on its eastern 
shore, where they would have 
been safe from pursuit, the Is- 
raelites were commanded to turn 
south, and keep to the western 
coast. Thus God would teach 
them to put their whole trust in 
Him. Some conjecture that the 
Israelites had already advanced 
some way to the south, and that 
the command to return meant 
that they should go northwards; 
but this is not so probable. 

Fi-hahiroth. « Mouth of the 



caverns," or, " The reedy places." 
Probably a little south of Suez. 

Miadol, Some identify it with 
Magdolon, at the extreme nor- 
thern point to which the Gulf then 
extended; others consider it to 
be, i.q. Kuiabeh, the southern 
limit of the plain Baideah between 
Mount Ataka and tiie sea. 

Baal-zephon, The "town" or 
"sanctuary" of Typhon. Probably 
some idol temple on the sea shore. 

3. The wilaemess. The moun- 
tains of the Bgj^tian wilderness, 
which, south of Suez, come down 
to the shore of the Bed Sea, 



Ida 
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7. And be took lix hundred choien. ehnioti, and all the oharioiB of Egjpfc^ 
and oaptaina over eTery one of thenu 8. And the Load hardened the hent 
of Phwaoh king of Bgypt, and he puxeued after the childien of larael : and 
tiie children of Israel went out with, an high hand. ^ But the Egyptians 
punned aifter them» all the hoxaea and chariota of Pharaoh, and hia horsemen, 
and hit army, and oyevtook them encamping by the sea^. beside Pi-hahiroth. 
before Baal^zephonu 10, And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the. ohildxen oi 
Israel lifted up their eyea, and, behold, the Sgyptums marohed after them i 
and they were sore afraid : and the children of Isnel eried out unto the TaDTttt. 
II. And they said unto Moses, Because there were no grayes in Egypt, hast 
thou taken us away to die in the wilderness ? wherefore hast thou dealt thu9 
with us, to oarry us forth out of Egypt f 12. Is not this the word that wa 



did tell thee in Egypt, saying,, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians ^ 
For it had been better for us to aerre the Egyptians, than that we iSionld die 
in the wilderness. 13. And Moses sadd unto the peo|^e, Fear ye not, stand 
still, and see the salTation of the Lobs, which He wnl diow to yon to-day r i(^ 
the Egyptians whom ye haye seen to-day, ye shall see them again no move Sof 
ever. 14. The Lobd shall fight fo r y ou, and ye shall hold your peaces 
15. And the Lobd said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto Me ? speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they^ go forward : 16. But lift thou up thy 
xod, and stretch out thine hand oyer the sea, and diyide it ; and the ehUdien 
of Israel shaU go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 17. And I» 
behold* I iraU harden the hearts of the Egyptians* and they shall loUow themi 
and I will get Me honour upon Pharaoh, and ugoo aU hia lM)et, upon h» 
chariots, and upon his horsemen^ 18. And the Egyptians shall know thai I 
am the Lobd, when I haye gotten Me honour upon I^araoh* upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen. 19. And the angel of Gob, which went* 
before the camp of Israel, remoyed and went behind them j and the pillar cf 
the cloud went from before their fitce, and stood behind them : 20. And it 
came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel ; and it waa 
a doud and darkness to them, but it ^ye light by night to these : so that the 
one came not near the other aS the night. 21. And Moses stretched out hi? 
hand oyer the sea ; and the Lobd caused the sea to go back by a strong east 



8. WttR an Mah hand. With 
visible tokens of the ovemiling 
power of God ; or, joyfully and 
confidently. 

10. Sore ccflraid. They were at 
present only^ a horde of slarea, 
broken in spirit by reason of their 
heavy bondage, and fearing the 
Sgyptians, their late masters. 
See in them a picture of those who 
have long been the serrants of sin. 

U, 12. Pb. cri. 7: "Our fe- 
thers regarded not Thy wonders 
in Egypt, neither kept they Thy 
great goodness in remembrance: 
but were disobedient at the sea» 
even at the Bed Sea." 



14 So God will " not snfTer rw 
to be tempted above that we are 
able, but win ynth the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that 
we may be able to bear it." 1 
Cor. X. 13. 

19. The angel of God. TItQ 
angel of the covenant, the token 
of whose presence was seen in the 
pillar of cloud and fire. A reve- 
lation of the light in which Gon 
dwells. 

20. Cloud— light. So tiie cross 
of Chbist is strength to believers', 
a stumbling-block to unbelievers; 
and God's presence is manifested 
in mercy and in punishment. 
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tritid all thiil nighty and made the sea dry land, and the waten w€ee duridcd. 
23. And the oluldren of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry 
ground r and the waters were a waU unto them on their right hand, and on 
ikuix left. 23. And the EjgjptianB pursuedy aad went in after them to tho 
nddat i^ the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his Gfaaariota> and his horsemen. 
2^. And it came to pws^ Idiat in the morning wateh the Lobd looked unto- 
tite host of the Egyptians, through the piUar of Bote and of the doud^ and 
tronbled Htua host of the Egyptians, 2& And took off their ohariot wheels,. 
tiiat thi^ diaye them hearilj : so thai the Egyptians said, Let us flee from, tha 
hoe (rf Israel ; for the Lobi> fighteth for them against the E^rptiana. Z^ 
And the Loud said unto Mosea, Stretch out thine lumd over the sea, that the 
waters may come again u|K>n the Egypttaas, imon their chariots, and upon 
their horsemen. 27. And Moses stretched forth his hand oyer tiie sea, and 
tihe sea returned to his strength when the momingappeared; and the Egyp* 
tiane fled against it ; and the Lokd overthrew the ISgyptiana in the midst of 
the sea. 28. And the waters returned, and coTcred the chariots, and the 
hursemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea aftar them ; 
there remained not so much as one of them. 29, But the children of Israel 
walked upon dry land in the midst of the seaf and the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand, and on their left. 30. Thus the LoBD saved 
Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel. saw the Egyp- 
tians dead upon the sea shore. 31. And £rael saw that great work which the 
LOBD did upon the Egyptians : and the people ftared the Lord,, and beheved 
the IiOBD, Kkd Hia servant Moses. 



21. Hdsi wind, God made use 
of this wind to woik the miracle. 
The Hebrew word does not neees* 
sarilj mean " east wind,** but only 
^ strong wind." 

22. n^ent into the— sea, "All 
our fathers were under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea; 
and were all baptized unto Mo- 
ses in the cloud and in the sea.'* 
1 Cor. r. 1, 2. They cast their 
lot with Moses in faith, to par- 
take of the salvation which was 

Promised. Compare Wisd. adx. 
-9. 



24. Momimg waick. Juatbefose 
SQxunse. 

The Lord looked^ In anger, Ps» 
Ixxvii. 16—18 r " The waters saw 
Thee, O God, the waters saw 
Thee J they were afraid: the 
depths also were troubled. The 
clouds poured out water : the skies 
sent out a sotind : Thine arrowa 
also went abroad. The voice of 
Thy thunder was in the heaven : 
the lightnings lightened the world: 
the earth tremlued and shook. '^ 

28. It is easier to run into sia 
than to escape judgment. 



MONDAY IN EASTEE WEEK. 

MoBiriKa. Exodus xvL 

The itigratUude and impatience rf the Jewe remind Christiane thai ihenjfh aH- 
ginal sin is done away in Baptiamy yet the iirfectUm qf nature remaine even in 
the regenerate. The manna ie an embiem qf Christy ** the true bread Jrem^ 
heaven^" (8. John vi,) which feede the aeul during its earthly pilgrimage. 
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I. And thej took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the. 
children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and 
Sinai, on the fifteenth daj of the second month after their departing out of the 
land of Egypt 2. And the whole congregation of the children of Israel mur- 
mured against MOeee and Aaron in the wilderness : 3. And the children of 
Israel said unto them. Would to Gk>D we had died by the hand of the Lobd 
in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat 
bread to the full ; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger. 4. Then said the Lobd unto Moses, Behold, I 
will rain bread from heayen for you : and the people shall go out and gather a 
certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in My 
law, or no. 6. And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shaU 
prepare that which they brine in ; and it shall be twice as much as they gather 
oaily. 6. And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, At even, 
then ye shall know that the Lobd hath brought you out from the land of 
Egypt : 7. And in the morning, then ye shtdl see the glory of the Lobd ; 
for that He heareth your mormurings against the Lobd : and what are we, 
that ye murmur agamst us P 8. And Moses said, this shall be, when the 
Lobd shall giye you in the eyening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to 
the full ; for that the Lobd heareth your murmurings which ye murmur 
against Him : and what are we ? your murmurings are not against us, but 
against the Lobd. 9. And Moses spake unto As^n, Say unto all the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel, Come near before f^e Lobd : for He hath 
heafd your murmurings. 10. And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the 
whole congregation of the children of Israel, that the^ looked toward the wil- 
derness, and, behold, the glory of the Lobd appeared in the cloud. II. And 
the Lobd spake unto Moses, saying, 12. I haye heard the murmurings of 
the children of Israel : speak imto them, saying, At eyen ye shall eat fleshy 



1. Mim. XV. 27. Probably the 
Wadi Gharendel, a wooded vale 
with perennial springs crossing the 
deseit plain on the eastern imore 
of the Ked Sea. 

Sin. The Wadi Sheikh. Or, 
the whole tract between Elim and 
Sinai is so called. 

3. By the hand of the Lord, Na- 
turally, in old age, not by famine. 

4. A certain rate every d€by» Or, 
" every day enough for the day." 
" Take no thought for the morrow : 
for the morrow shall take thought 
for the things of itself. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof.** 
S. Matt. vi. 34. So " Give us this 
day our daily bread." 

Thail may prove. I.e., try their 
&ith and obedience, and thus show 
to themselves and others what they 
really were. 

6. Twice as mudh. The law of 



the Sabbath appears to have been 
acknowledged before the Law was 
given from Sinai, (ver. 23.) They 
were to find that they had gathered 
double the quantity on that day. 

6. At even— ye snail know, fie- 
cause the quails were given then, 
verse 12. 

8. For that. Temporal bless- 
ings are no certain signs of God's 
favour, even as now while God fed 
the Israelites He withdrew Hia 
grace from them ; while ** He gave 
them their desire. He sent leau- 
ness withal into their souL" Ps. 
cvi. 15. 

Not against us. So Chbist says 
of His ministers, '*he that de- 

Siseth you, despiseth Me." S. 
ike X. 16. 

9. JB^ore the Lord. I.e. before 
the pillar of cloud which was the 
visible sign of the Lobd's presence* 
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and in the morning ye shaJl be filled witb bread ; and ye ehall know that I am 
ihe LoBD your God. 13. And it came to pass, that at even the quails came 
up, and coTored the camp : and in the morning the dew lay roimd about the 
host. 14. And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the fi&oe of 
the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the 
ground. 16. And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, 
It is manna : for they wist not what it was. ^'^d Moses said imto them, This 
is the bread which the Losd hath given you to eat. 16. This is the thing 
which the Lobd hath commanded. Gather of it every man according to his 
eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your persons ; take 
ye every man for them which are in his tents. 17. And the children of Israel 
did so, and gathered, some more, some less. 18. And when they did mete it 
with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered 
little had no lack ; they gathered every man aocoi^ing to his eating. 19. And 
Moses said. Let no man leave of it till the momins. 20. Notwithstanding 
thc^ hearkened not unto Moses ; but some of them len of it until the morning, 
and it bred worms, and stank : and Moses was wroth with them. 21. And 
they gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating : and when 
the sun waxed hot^ it melted. 22. And it came to pass, that on the sixth day 
they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one man : and all the rulers 
of the congregation came and told Moses. 23. And he said unto them. This 
is that which the LoBB hath said. To-morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath 
unto the Lobd : bake that which ye will bake to-day, and seethe that ye will 
seethe ; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the 
morning. 24. And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade : and it 
did not stink, neither was there any worm therein. 26. And Moses said, Eat 
that to-day ; for to-day is a Sabbath unto the Lobd : to-day ye shall not find 
it in the field. 26. Six days ye shall gather it ; but on the seventh day, which 
is the Sabbath, in it there snail be none. 27. And it came to pass, that there 



13. Quails. Birds like small par- 
tridges. The j/lesh is a type ofthe 
blessings of this life, as tne manna 
is a figure of heavenly graces. 

15. It is manna. M!arg.: "What 
is this ?" They said " Man-hu." 
"What is thatP for they knew 
not what it was." Wisd. xvi. 20 : 
"Thou feddest Thine Own people 
with angels* food, and didst send 
them from heaven bread prepared 
without their labour, able to con- 
tent every man's delight, and 
agreeing to every taste." 

16. An omer. About two quarts. 
By this God taught contentment 
and trust. 

18. A figure ofthe Holy Eucha- 
list, in which whole Chbist is re- 
ceived by every conmiunicant. 

21. Javery morning. " That it 
might be known, that we must pre- 



vent the sun to give Thee thanks, 
and at the dayspring pray unto 
Thee." Wisd. xvi. 28. To remind 
them also daily of the unceasing 
Providence of God. 

23. The rest ofthe holy Sahhath. 
The law of the Sabbath was here 
promulgated anew. 

24. ^ese various miracles con- 
nected with the manna were be- 
fore the eyes of the Israelites for 
forty years : 1. The manna itself. 
2. Falling in double quantity on 
the sixth oay and not at all on the 
Sabbath. 3. Keeping ^ood on the 
latter day. 4. Becommg corrupt 
on all other days. 

27. The Jews seem to have for- 

§otten or neglected the Sabbath 
uring their Dondage in Egypt. 
The patriarchs probably observed 
it. 
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jtoshat IV XABXxi waxx. 



vent «iit loiro of ike people tm tbe Mrenfth da^ Ibr to gEifaer, vnd the^iaoBd 
Askd the LoBD said xoito Moees, How long refine ye to keep My 



wii ai mndm ante and My Urns ? A9L .See, for that tfae Loss liath givoi yim 
tbe-Sabbolth, thesefiive fie gtTeth you on the nx^ da^ the bread of two dayi ; 
abide ye evoy inaa im hie piaoe, let no man go oat of his plaoe <m tiie aetentli 
day* SO^ fio lihe people reeled on the seventh day. 31. And the honee of 
Ismel oaUed the name thereof 4Caiinat and it was uke oonander seed, white ; 
and the taate of it waa like mtfera, made with honey. 32. imd Moms said, 
Ihie is the thing whaeh the Lobd oommandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept 
fiir ^our geneivtionB; that they may see tiie b^ead wherewith I haTie .fed tou 
in ike ^wildeomess, when I brought yon foith from the land of Egypt 38. isd 
Moses said 'anto Aaran, Take a pot, and put an omer full of manna thex«in, 
and Jay it up befoie the Lobd, to be kept iot yoor genarationB. 34. As tlie 
IiOBD eommoaded Moses, so Amran hud it up before the Testimony, to be 
kepL 35. And the childroEi of Israel did eat manna forty years, imtQ tb^ 
vams to s land inhabited ; they did eat manna, xmtil they came imto the 
bordeta of tiie land of Canaan. 36. Now an omer is the tenth part of anepbah. 



31. White. This does not refer 
to ** conander Beed," whicli indeed 
is of a daik colour. The manna 
was in smaJl round grains, of a 
wliite colour, and tinted aweet. 
TVisd. TvL 21: "Per Thy suste- 
itance deckred Thy sweetness unto 
Tky cHLdren. and serving to the 
appetite of the eator, toupered ii>- 
Mlf to eveacy man'a liking. 



M. 7^ Testimony. Thelsrad- 
ites had some place of worship 
before the Tabernacle was built. 
See xzxiiL 7. It is called the 
Testimony as witnessing to Gtop'js 
presence, and as containing after- 
wards the Tables of the Iiaw. S^ 
XXY. 21 ; Heb. iz. 4. 

^5. A lamd inhabited. Or, 
" which they were to inhabit." 



ETEKiKa. Exodus zvii. 

Tl^mitacU ^f.ihB ioater which Moaet, at ^e<rt command, brwufhi out iff 
the roek^ ieaohes «« how the ihtptt iff our eouk ie quenched m Chriet, ^ Whem 
the rock it a type. (I Cor. «• 4«) And the victory oner the AmalekUes thowe 
that the enemies qf the Chtsreh shall be eeercome, hut caUy when we fight tmder 
Jesus, our Cqptain^ and continue in prayer. 

1. And all the eongregation «£ tiie othildren of Ismel jonxneysd Aam the 
waldflmess of Skb, after theff^oumeys, according to the oommaudment of the 
LoBD, and pitched in Bephidim : end there was no water for the people to 
drink« 2. Wherefore the people did ohide with Moses, and aaid, Give us 
water that we mw* drink. And Moses said unto them, Wihy chide ye with 
me? wherefore do ye tempt the Lobd ? 3. And the people thirsted there for 
water ; and the people murmured against Moses, and said. Wherefore is this 
that l^u hast brought us ub out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 
cattle with thirst f 4. And Moses cried unto the Lokd, saying, What shall I 
do unto tiuB people f they be almost ready to stone me. 6. And the LoBn 
said unto Moses, €k> on before the people, and take with thee of the eldecB of 
Israel: and 3iy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in ihme hand. 



1. Bephidim. Very near the 
Soreb mountasDB. 



5. Thou sm&ieet the river. 
Nile. vii. 20. 
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-ttiid go. 6. BiedioM, 1 inll stand More ffaee 'Chere ttpon ilie kk^ in Honb ; 
and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall oomto iprater trut of it, tiiaffc the 

rpie may drink. And Mosea xlid "SO in tin aight -of the -^den -of Isra^. 
And he oidfed ihe name of the plaee Maatah, and Meirihah, bacaoae ^ the 
diiding'Of the t^iildren of Israel, and hecause they tempted the LoiiD^ aajin|, 
is ihe I/DSD aanong ua, or not? 8. Then «ame Amalek, and fought witti 
Iflrael in Bephidim. 9. And Uoaes said nnto Joshua^ Ghooae na out men, 
jod^o oat» %ht with AnuJek i to-monow I -mil stand on the top of the hill 
mjdi. the Tod of God in mine hand. 10. So Joshua did as Moees had said to 
liim, and fought with Amalek t and Mosea, Aaron, and Hur went up to the 
%op of the hifi. U. And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that 
teael prevailed ; and when he let down his hand, Amalek preyailed. 12. But 
Moses* hands were heavy ; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and 
he sat thereon ; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one 
aide^ and the other on the other sidoj and nis hands were steady until tiie 
going down of the sun. 13. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people 
with the edge of the sword. 14. And the Lobd said unto Moses, Write 1^ 
for a memorial in ik book» and leheaite it in 'the eara of Joshua : for I will 
utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. 16. And 
Moses built an altar, and called the nama of it JehoTah-nissi : 16. For he 



6. Sioitl stand, 1 will show My 
jareaeBoe by the pillar of cloucL 

Moreh is the name of the whole 
range of which Sinai is the high- 
estDoint. 

Where shall come, The rook is 
Chbisi:, 4ihe rod is liia Cross, 
wounded woon which He j)Oiired 
forth His Blood for ns, giving tis 
to drink of it in the Holy Eucha- 
rist, and refreshing ns widi the 
dew of His grace Ia the wilder- 
ness of this world. 

7, Massah, "Temptation.** 
Meribah, "Chiding*^ or** strife.'** 
S. Amalek, descended Irom B- 

Ban, Gpen. xxxvi. 16, a type of the 
enemies of the Churcn and of 
ChristiaBs. They cherished here- 
ditary hatred agamst the Israelites 
owing to the loss of their birth- 
right. Cren. xxvii. 29, 41. They 
were divided into various tribes 
dwelHi^ in liie south of Pales- 
tine^ in Arabia Petrsda, and abc«t 
Pelusimn. Thev were the first 
enemies with wnom Israel con- 
|ended> See Deut. xxv. I7, IB. 
9. Joshua, The first mention 



of Joshua^ 4ihe pattern of true 
courage. 

Choose us out men^ beeaose Q<ot) 
helps us when we keUp oaxaekveB, 
PM. ii. 12, 13. 

10. Rur, of the tribe of Jxidah, 
probably Miriam's husband, and 
crandfather of the inspired artist 
BezaleeL 

11. JSeld up his hand, 'QcD 
alone gave theTictorr. Here is 
shown l!he nower of prayer, of 
which the limns up of the hands 
is a sign. Ps. exii, z, 

14. In the ears of Soshua, be- 
cause he was to be the leader of 
IsraeL 

I totU uiterhf fut out, Bed 1 
Sam. XV. J icmi.j xxx, 17; 1 
Chron* iy. 43. ^This is a solemn 
wamk^ to those who tiy to ttom 
others back from the way of fife. 

16. Jehovah-ntssi, ""TheLoBD 
my banner." ** Call lipon Me in 
the day of trouble: I "will deli- 
ver thee, and thou dialt slorify 
Me." Ps. 1. 16. The design of 
the erection is stated in the next 
verse. 
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fluid, Because the Lobd hath sworn that the Lobd will hare war with Axnalek 
from generation to generation. 



16. The Lord hath sworn, Ama- 
lek sinned in that, knowing the 
Israelites were ordained to possess 
Canaan, he tried to fiustrate the 
designs of God by this tinnatural 
war. The Marginal rendering is 
best : " Because the hand of Ama- 
lek is against the throne of the 
Lobd, p.e., the people of Isra- 



el,] therefore the Lobd will have 
war," &c. Otherwise, " As the 
hand is on the throne of Jbhoyah, 
so there shall be war between Jb- 
hoyah and Amalek from gene- 
ration to generation." A form 
of adjuration not uncommon in 
Scripture. • 



TUESDAY EST EASTEE WEEK. 
MoBNiira. Exodus xz. 

Delivered Jrom sin and Satan, and setting out on our road to Canaan, we are 
met by the Law of God, and learn what to do and what to avoid in order to 
please our heavenly Father, Grace comes first, duty qfierwards. But the Law 
which on Sinai was given in awe and terror, comes to us clothed in the meekness 
and gentleness qf Christ. 

I. And Gk)D spake all these words, saying, 2. I am the Lobd thy Gk)D, 
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bond- 
age. 3. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 4. Thou shalt not make 



1. All these words. The Depa- 
lo^e is an emix>me of the nK>ral, 
Txmtical, asa ceremonial Jewish 
l^w ; bn^ its spirit binds us Chris- 
tians as certainly as its letterhound 
the Jews. The Ten command- 
ments have been divided in va- 
rious ways by different authorities, 
as tiiev are not absolutely dis- 
tinguished in the Scriptures. The 
division adoptedL in the Prayer 
Book is that of Jx)sephus, Origen, 
and S. Jerome. The following are 
the rules for interpreting the Com- 
mandments. 1. When a duty is 
enjoined, the contrary sin is for- 
biaden ; and when a sin is forbid- 
den, the contrary duty is enjoined. 
2. General rules include all par- 
ticular duties and sins which come 



under the same head, and eve^ 
thing which leads to them. 3. 
They are to be understood in the 
spint as well as in the letter. (For 
the variations in the text of the 
Commandments, see on Deut. v., 
and for the two great heads of 
duty which sum up the whole de- 
calogue, see S. Matt. xxii. 36—39 ; 
S. Luke X. 26—28.) 

3. The First Commandment for- 
bids unbelief, and carelessness and 
wilful ignorance about religion : it 
enjoins us to fear and worship 
God, and Him only. 

Brfore Me, in My presence 
Who see all that you do ; or per- 
haps " besides Me." 

4—6. The Second Command- 
ment forbids idolatry, putting any- 
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unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heayen 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : 
6. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : for I the LoBD 
thy Gk)D am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the child- 
ren unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me ; 6. And 
showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep M^ command- 
ments. 7. TSiou shalt not take the name of the Lobd thy God m vain : for 
the Lobd will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain. 8. Re- 
member the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9. Six days shalt thou labour, and 
do an thy work : 10. But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lobd thy 
God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates : 11. For in six days the Lobd made heaven and earth, the 



thing in the place of God, or 
worsnipping Him in a wrong 
manner ; it enioins ns to worship 
Him with onr bodies, to give Him 
thanks and to trust in Him. 

4. Graven image, A statue of 
wood or stone, generally, of such 
things as do not really exist, and 
so custinguished from a likeness 
which is a picture of some existing 
object. These things are not to 
be made for the purpose of wor- 
shipping them. 

5. Bow down. Therefore it is 
our duty to show outward worship 
to God. 

Upon the children. I.e., those 
who foUow their fathers' evil ways ; 
though, doubtless, the parents' sms 
do bring temporal pimishments on 
the children. See Eze, xviii. 19, 20. 

7. The Third Commandment 
forbids false or profane swearing, 
irreverence, and cursing; it en- 

i'oins us to worship God with our 
ips, to reverence Him and all that 
has to do with His service. 

2%« name cf—God is often used 
for G^D Himself. S. Matt. vi. 9 ; 
X. 22; S. John i. 12. 

Take — in vain. Use rashly, op 
falsely. 

8—11. The Fourth Command- 
ment forbids profaning Sunday by 
nimecessary work ana neglect of 
Divine service; it enjoins us to 



worship God at certain appointed 
times, and duly to observe the 
LoBD*s Day and other Holy Days, 
according to the appointment of 
the Church. 

8. The Sabbath, The Sabbath 
is figurative of man's rest from 
sin, and typical of his final rest in 
GoD. The Christian Sunday does 
not take the exact place of the Jew- 
ish Sabbath, which indeed, as the 
other ceremonial matters, was only 
intended to last till the realities of 
the new dispensation were intro- 
duced. The day of rest was al- 
tered from the seventh to the first 
probably by Christ's command 
(S. John XXI. 26 ; Acts i. 3) ; and we 
know that the Apostles observed 
the first day of the week as the 
Lord's Day, commemorative of 
our Lord's ^Resurrection, and the 
descent of the Holy Ghost. S. 
John XX. 19, 26 ; Acts xx. 7 ; 1 
Cor. xvi. 1, 2 ; Eev. i. 10. 

10. Anv worh^ See S. Matt, 
xii. 3^8, 11, 12.*^ 

Thy stranger. The traveller, 
even though a Gentile, must con- 
form to the law of the Sabbath. 
The " strangers of the ^ate," so 
called, were uncircumcised, but 
pledged to keep aloof from ido- 
latry and to observe the I^oachic 
covenant. Gen. ix.3— 6. Perhaps 
these are primarily meant here. 
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sea, and all that in them is, and rested the aeyenth daj : wherefine the LOBD 
bleised the serenth day, and hallowed it. 12. Honour thj father and thy 
mother : that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lokd thy €k>B 
giveth thee. 13. Thou shalt not kxU. 14. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
15. Thou shalt not steal. 16. Thou sheJt not bear fidse witness against thy 
nei^bour. 17. Thou shalt not ooTct thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not 
ooTet thy n^ghbour*s wife, nor his manserrant, nor his maidservant, nor his 
ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbour's. 18. And all the people 
saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking : and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afiir 
off. 19. And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear : 
but let not GtOD speak with us, lest we die. 20. And Moses said unto the 
people, Fear not : for Gk>D is come to prove vou, and that His fear may be 
before your &ces, that ye sin not. 21. And the people stood a&r off, and 
Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where GtOD was. 22. And the LoKD 



12. The. Fifth Commandment 
enjoins love, respect, and obedi- 
ence to parents, to all set over us 
in Church and State, to' masters, 
teachers, and elders ; it also in- 
cludes the reciprocal duties of pa- 
rents to children, rulers to sub- 
jects, priests to people, &o. 

Maybelonff, " The First Com- 
mandment with promise." Ephes. 
yi. 2. The observance of this law 
by the Jews was rewarded with 
long life in the promised land. 
Our LoBD too says, '* Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth." S. Matt. v. 5. The 
promise of the Commandment is 
not however to be limited to tem- 
poral blessixiffs. 

13. The Sixth Commandment 
forbids murder and every evil pas- 
sion iliat may lead to it, envy, 
hatred, anger, and injurious treat- 
ment of a neighbour ; it enjoins 
lovejlongsufifenns, tendemess,for- 
giveness, peacefulness. S. Matt. 
v.21,22; XV. 19. 

14. The Seventh Commandment 
forbids not only adultery, strictly 
80 called, but all sins against 
purity, whether of thought, word, 
or deed, gluttony and mtemper- 
ance, and whatever tends to in- 
flame the passians ; it enjoins tem- 



perance, soberness, and chastity, 
diligence in the works of our cail- 
ing, watchfulness, fasting, and self- 
denial. S. Matt. V. 27, 28 ; 1 Cor. 
iii. 17 ; vi. 9, 18. 

15. The Eighth Commandment 
forbids robbery, cheating (S.Mark 
X. 19), non-payment of debts, in- 
jury to others' property or good 
name : it enjoins truth and justice 
in all our dealings, almsgivmg, in- 
dustry, frugality. 

16. The Ninth Commandment 
forbids false witness, lying, false- 
hood whether spoken or acted, 
slander and mischief-making; it 
enjoins the love and the practice 
of truth, charitable thoughts of 
others, courtesy, and strict watch 
over the tongue. S. Mattl xii. 36. 

Against. Not only offoinsif 
but "about." 

17. The Tenth Commandment 
shows that the Law is intended to 
reach the heart. It forbids concu- 
piscence, covetousness, envy, dis- 
content ; it enjoins contentment, 
moderation in desires, and indus- 
trgr in our appointed stations. Heb. 
xiii. 5. 

18. Saw, Perceived, heard and 
saw, witnessed. 

20. Prove, Ch. xvi. 4, note. 
2L Thick darknes*. This sig- 



TUESDAY IK BASTEB WEEK. 



147 



nid onto Moses, Thus thou shalt eay unto the oliildren of Israel, Ye have seen 
that I haye talked with jou from hearen. 23. Ye shall not make with Me 
gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold. 24. An altar of 
earth thou shalt make unto Me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, 
and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen : in all places where I le* 
oord My Name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee. 25. And if thou 
wilt make Me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone : for if 
thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it. 26. Neither shalt thou 
go up by steps unto Mine altar, that thy nakedness be not discoyered thereon. 



nified that the nature of God could 
not be known by men. " He made 
darkness His secret place." Ps. 
xviii. 11. 

23. With Me, Together with 
Me, to join in worship with Me. 

24. An altar of earth. To be 
different from the lofty and rich 
altars of idolatrous nations, and 
having reference to the temporary 
nature of the Jewish ceremonies, 
and symbolising the truth of the 
Incarnation .upon which, as upon 
an altar of earth, all our offerings 
must be supported. 



In all phices, . I.e., in the ap- 
pointed places of worship. "Where 
two or three are gathered together 
in My Name, there am I m the 
midst of them." S. Matt, xviii. 20. 

25. Of stone. The altars thus 
made might be covered with brass. 
Ch. xxrii. 2. See 1 Mac. iv. 47. 

26. " Let all things be done de- 
cently and in order." 1 Cor. xiv. 
40. Solomon's altar (2 Chron. iv. 
1) may have had a gradual ascent 
to it, or the steps may have been 
so shallow and broad as to obviate 
all hazard of indecorum. 



Evening. Exodus xxxii. 

The Law delivered to the Church muet be preserved and handed down m the 
exact form in which it was received. God will be worshipped as He has 
directed, W^ must not judge for ourselves^ or interpret according to our 
prqjudicesy but obey literally and unhesitatingly the commands qf God, The 
Jews in this chapter are punished for breaking the letter of the Law. 

1. And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the 
mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto 
him. Up, make us gods, which shall go before us ; for as for this Moses, the 
man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become 
of him. 2. And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earriugs, which 
are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring 
them unto me. 3. And all the people brake off the golden earrings which 
were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 4. And he received them 



1, Moses delayed. He had now 
been forty days in the Mount. 

The people. In their hearts 
tundng back again into Egypt. 
Actsvii. 39. 

2. Aaron said. In timid com- 
pliance with their demand, yet 

H 



perhaps with some hope of delay 
or dimculty. Aaron is a type of 
the priesthood, great m his office, 
nothing in himself. ''We have 
this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power 
may be of God." 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
2 
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at their hand, and fiaishioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a 
molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee 
up out of the land of Egypt. 5. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar 
before it j and Aaron made proclamation, and said. To-morrow is a feast to 
the LoBD. 6. And they rose up early on the. morrow, and offered burnt 
offerings, and brought peace offerings ; and the people sat down to eat and to 
drink, and rose up to pmy. 7. And the Lobd said unto Moses, Go, get thee 
down ; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have 
corrupted themselves : 8. They have turned aside quickly out of the way 
which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have 
worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said. These be thy gods, O 
Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 9. And the 
Lobd said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffiiecked 
people : 10. Now therefore let Me alone, that My wrath may wax hot 
against them, and that I may consume them : and I will make of thee a great 
nation. 11. And Moses besought the Lobd his God, and said, Lobd, why 
doth Thy wrath wax hot against Thy people, which Thou hast brought forth 
out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand ? 12. 
Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did He bring 
them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the &ce 
of the earth ? Turn fipom Thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against 
Thy people. 13. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Thy servants, to 
whom Thou swarest by Thine Own self, and saidst unto them, I will mul- 
tiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of 
will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. 14. And the 
Lobd repented of the evil which He thought to do unto His people. 15. 
And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the 
testimony were in his hand : the tables were written on both their sides ; on 
the one side and on the other were they written. 16. And the tables were 
the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the 
tables. 17. And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, 
he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. 18. And he said. 
It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of 
them that cry for being overcome : but the noise of them that sing do I hear. 
19. And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw 



4. A calf. The Egyptian Apis, 
a Bymbol of strength. Under this 
represiBiitation they intended to 
worship the true &od. Ps. cvi. 
19—23. 

5. SoAD it Saw the crowd thus 
clamouring round the calf. 

To the Lord. Yet this was 
idolatry, though covered with a 
specious name. 

6. To eat. Of the sacrifices. 
To play, i.e. to dance, &c., as in 
the orgies of the Egyptians. 

7. Thy people, God disowns 
them. 

10. ZetMeaUme, These words 



show what store God sets by the 
intercession of His saints; for 
He knew that Moses would pray 
for the people. 

14. Keperded, God's purpose 
is never altered; but when He 
changes that which He seemed 
about to do. He is said to "re- 

Eent." He always purposed to 
sten to the intercession of Moses. 
Comp. c. xxxi. 18 ; Jon. iii. 10. 

19. JELe saw. So Chbist, coming 
down from the Mount of Trans- 
fi^ration, found His Apostles 
failing i^ faith. S. Matt. xvii. 
14—21. 



TUESDAY IN EASTER WEEK. 



149 



l^e calf, and the dancing : and Moses* anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables 
out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. 20. And he took the 
calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, 
and strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it. 
21. And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou 
hast brought so great a sin upon them ? 22. And Aaron said, Let not the 
anger of my lord wax hot : thou knowest the people, that they are set on 
mischief. 23. For they said unto me. Make us gods, which shall go before 
us : for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 24. And I said unto them, 
Whosoerer hath any gold, let them break it off. So they gave it me : then I 
cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf. 25. And when Moses saw 
that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their 
shame among their enemies ;) 26. Then Moses stood in the gate of the 
camp, and said. Who is on the Lobd's side, let him come unto me. And all 
the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 27. And he said 
unto them, Thus saith the Lobd God of Israel, Put every man his sword by 
his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay 
every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his 
neighbour. 28. And the children of Levi did according to the word of 
Moses : and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. 29. 
For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to-day to the Lobd, even every 
man upon his son, and upon his brother : that He may bestow upon you a 
blessing this day. 30. And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said 
unto &e people. Ye have sinned a great sin : and now I will go up unto the 
LoBD: peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin. 31. And 
Moses returned unto the Lobd, and said. Oh, this people have sinned a great 
sin, and have made them gods of gold. 32. Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive 
their sin — ; and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book which Thou 



Brake them. To show the peo- 
ple their sin, that by rejecting 
&0D*s authority, they were break- 
ing all His commandments. 

20. Made them drink of it. To 
convince them of their stupidity 
in worshipping such a god, and of 
their ingratitude to the Lord 
Who haa miraculously supplied 
tiiem with the very spring now 
defiled with their idolatry. 

25. Naked, Of their ornaments; 
but still more, of the favour and 
protection of God. (Gen. iii. 7.) 
Very probably, too, they were 
guilty of some great laxil^, such 
as was common at idol festivals. 

27. Sla^ every man his brother. 
Slay the guilty, without respect 
of persons. 

29. Consecrate, The slaying of 
the idolaters was a kind or sacri- 



fice acceptable to God. S. Matt. 
X. 37 : " He that loveth father or 
mother more than Me is not wor- 
thy of Me: and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than Me is 
not worthy of Me." 

A blessing. The priesthood and 
the service of the sanctuary. Dent, 
xxxiii. 9 — II. 

31. Returned, Moses sojourned 
a second time in the Mount for 
forty days, xxxiv. 28; Deut.ix. 18. 

32. If Thou wilt forgive. He 
breaks oflT. So S. Luke xiii. 9 ; 
2 Sam. v. 8. 

Thy Booh, The book of Hfe. 
Phil. iv. 3; E«v. iii. 5. So S. 
Paul says, Eom. ix. 3 : " For I 
could wish that myself were ac- 
cursed from Chbist for my breth- 
ren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh." 
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halt ^vmtten. 33. And the Lobd said unto Moses, Whosoeyer hath sinned 
against Me^ him will I blot out of My book. 34. Therefore now go, lead the 
people unto the place of which I haye spoken unto thee : behold, Mine Angel 
shall go before thee : nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their sin 
upon them. 35. And the LosD plagued the people, because they xnade the 
calf, which Aaron made. 



34. Shall go. In the pillar of 
doud and fire. 

When I visit, ^o. I will not 
leave them unpunished. Hence 



the plague, y. 35. GrOD chastens 
and corrects them, but gives them 
not over unto death. 



FIEST SUNDAY AFTEE EASTEB. 

MoRznKG. Numbers xvi 

Certain peraont are eelected to minister in sacred things, and to preserve the 
sacred records. This selection qf men for the priestly office creates offence : a 
schism ensues, and rebellion against constituted authority. At this season 
we call to mind the ordination qf the Apostles, and learn, from the fate 
^f the rebels Korah and his party, that though the gift of the Ministry is 
startling, yet the disbelief in it meets with severe punishment and is a dangerous 
and fatal error; and to intrude without a due call into the sacred office, is a 
blasphemous invasion qf God*s rights, which He will not let go unpunished, 

X, Now Korah, the ton of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and 
Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Fekth, sons of 
Beuben, took men : 2. And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the 
children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, £Emoious in 
the congregation, men of renown : 3. ijid they gathered themselves together 
against Moses and agaiast Aaron, and said unto them. Ye take too much upon 
you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LosD is 
among them : wherefore then lifi; ye up yourselves above the congregation of 
the LoBD P 4. And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his fikce : 5. And he 
spake unto Korah and unto all his company, saymg. Even to-morrow the 
LoKD will shew who are His, and who is holy ; and will cause him to come 



1. Korah, First cousin of Aa- 
ron, (Exod. yi. 18, 21,) and pro- 
bably jealous of his advancement. 

Reuben. The firstborn of Is- 
rael, but deprived of his birthright 
for his sin. Gen. xxxv. 22 ; ziix. 
3, 4 ; 1 Chr. V. 1, 2. Dathan and 
his party wished to recover the 
birthright for their tribe. Korah 
wanted to see the priesthood ex- 
tended to all Levi. 

Took men. Won over certain 
others. 



2. Men (f renown. It was great 
worldly power arrayed against the 
ordinance of God. 

3. Are hohf. As if they had 
said, every man is fit to be his 
own priest, and needs none be- 
tween God and himself, — a faith- 
less cry too often heard among 
Christian people. 

4. Fell v^on his face. In Bor- 
row and prayer. 

5. Who is holy, Wbo is set 
apart for the priesthood. So ver. 
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near unto Him : eren him whom He hath chosen will He canie to come near 
unto Him. 6. This do; Take joa censers, Korah, and all his company} 
7. And put fire therein, and put mcense in them hefore the Losd to-morrow : 
and it shall he that the man whom the Lord doth choose, he shall he holy : 

SI take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi 8. And Moses said unto Konui, 
ear, I pray you, ye sons of Leyi : 9. Seemeth it hut a small thing unto 
you, that the God of Israel hath separated you from the oongreffation of 
IsraiQl, to bring you near to Himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the 
LosD, and to stand before the congregation to minister unto them ? 10. And 
He hath brought thee near to Him, and all thy brethren the sons of Leyi with 
thee : and seek ye l^e priesthood also P U. For which cause both thou and 
all thy company are gathered together against the Lobd : and what is Aaron, 
that ye murmur against him? 12. And Moses sent to call Dathan and 
Abiram, the sons of Eliab : which said. We will not come up : 13. Is it a 
small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with milk 
and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a 
prince over us P 14. Moreover thou hast not brought us into a hmd that 
floweth with milk and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards : 
wilt thou put out the eyes of these men P we will not come up. 15. And 
Moses was veiy wroth, and said imto the LosD, Bespect not Thou their 
offering: I have' not ts^en one ass from them, neither have I hurt one of 
them. 16. And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and aU thv company before 
the Lobd, thou, and they, and Aaron, to-morrow : 17. And take every man 
his censer, and put incense in them, and bring ye before the Lord every man 
his censer, two hundred and fifty censers ; thou also, and Aaron, each of you 
his censer. 18. And they took every man his censer, and put fire in them, 
and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation with Moses and Aaron. 19. And Korah gathered all the con- 
gregation against them unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation : 
and the gloiy of the Lobd appeared unto all the congregation. 20. ^d the 
Lobd b^Jec unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 21. Separate yourselves 
from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment. 22. 
And they fell upon their fiuses, and said, O Gh>D, the God of the spirits of all 
flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt Thou be wroth with all the congregation P 
23. And the Lobd spake unto Moses, saying, 24. Speak unto the congre- 
gation, saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram. 25. And Moses rose up and went unto Dathan and Abiram ; and 
the elders of Israel followed him. 26. And he spake unto the congregation, 
saying. Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch 
nothing of tibeirs, test ye be consumed in all their sins. 27. So the^ gat up 
from die tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on evoy side: and 
Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood in the door of their tents, and their 



7. '*The Lobd knoweth them 
that axe His." 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

9. Separated you. The Levites 
attended on the tabernacle and 
l^e priests. Comp. Eom. L 1. 

11. Apainst ike Lard. "He 
that despisethjou, despiseth Me." 
S. Luke X. 16. Comp. 1 Thess. 
iv. 8. 

14 Wilt thou put out the eyet f 



I.e., that they may not see your 
treacherous designs. 

15. Respect not Thou, A ludi- 
cial sentence against the rebels. 

29. The God (f the spirits. The 
Creator and Preserver of the souls 
of men. Heb. xii. 9. 

26. In all their sins. In the pu- 
nishment of their sins. Comp. Tit. 
iii. 10 ; Eom. xvi. 17 ; 2 S. John 10. 
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wives, and their sons, and their little children. 28. And Moses said, Hereby 
ye shall know that the LoBD hath sent me to do all these works ; for I have 
not done them of mine own mind. 29. If these men die the common death 
of all men, or if ^hej be visited after the visitation of all men ; then the Lord 
hath not sent me. 30. But if the Losd make a new thing, and the earth 

rher mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and 
go down quick into the pit ; then ye shall imderstand that these men 
have provoked the Lobd. 31. And it came to pass, as he had made an end 
of spei&king all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under 
them : 32. And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and 
their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their 
goods. 33. They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the 
pit, and the earth closed upon them : and they perished from among the 
congregation. 34. And all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry 
of 3iem : for they said. Lest the earth swallow us up also. 35. And there 
came out a fire from the Lobd, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men 
that offered incense. 36. And the Lobd spake unto Moses, saying, 37. 
Speak unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, that he take up the censers 
out of the burning, and scatter thou the fire yonder ; for they are hallowed. 
38. The censers of these sinners against their own souls, let them make them 
broad plates for a covering of the altar : for they offered them before the 
Lobd, therefore they are hulowed : and they shall be a sign unto the children 
of Israel. 39. And Eleazar the priest took the brasen. censers, wherewith 
they that were burnt had offered; and they were made broad plates for a 
covering of the altar : 40. To be a memorial unto the children of Israel, 
that no stranger, which is not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer incense 
before the Lobd ; that he be not as Korah, and as his company : as the Lobd 
said to him by the hand of Moses. 41. But on the morrow aJl the congrega- 
tion of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, 
laying. Ye have killed the people of the Lobd. 42. And it came to pass, 
when the congregation was gathered against Moses and against Aaron, that 
they looked toward the tabernacle of the congregation: and, behold, the 
doud covered it, and the glory of the Lobd appeared. 43. And Moses and 
Aaron came before the tabernacle of the congregation. 44. And the Lobd 
spake unto Moses, saying, 45. Q^et you up from among this congregation, 
that I may consume them as in a moment. And they fell upon their hces. 
46. And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off 
the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make 
an atonement for them: for there is wrath gone out fr^m the Lobd; the 



28. All these works. Viz., lead- 
ing them out of Egypt, and ap- 
pointing Aaron to the priesthood, 
&c. 

33. Went down alive, A tjrpe 
of the destruction of Antichrist. 
Eey. xix. 20. Comp. Prov. xxiv. 
21, 22. 

85. The two hundred cmd fifty 
men. These, as usurping the office 
of the priesthood, were punished 
in a more signal manner ; proba- 



bly bv fire from the altar of burnt 
sacrifice, whence they presumed 
to light their censers. 

37. They are hallowed. As hav- 
ing once been offered to God. 
Compare the punishment of Bel- 
shazzar for profaning the vessels 
of the Temple. Dan. v. 

42. They looked. Moses and 
Aaron looked to God for belp, 

46. Said unto Aaron, Moses, 
great as he is, does not usurp iJie 
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plague is begun. 47. And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into 
the midst of the congregation ; and, behold, the plague was begun among the 
people : and he put on incense, and made an atonement for the people. 48. 
And he stood between flie dead and the liying ; and the plague was stayed. 
49. Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven 
hundred, beside them that died about the matter of Korah. BO. And Aaron 
returned unto Moses unto tiie door of the tabemade of the congregation : and 
the plague was stayed. 



priest'B office. The prophet tells 
the priest the will of God, which 
the fatter executes. 
48. A type of Chbist, our great 



High Priest, offering up His own 
prayers and the prayers of His 
saints, and making atonement for 
His Church. 



Eyenikg. Numbers xxii. 

The Church hat enemiBS to war agairtsL She t> kepi out of her inheritance 
by the seven deadly sine, typified by the seven nations qf Canaan, Wicked men 
and evil spirits plot against her, — but in vain, as long as she is true to her 
God. 

1. And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab 
on this side Jordan by Jericho. 2. And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that 
Israel had done to the Amorites. 3. And Moab was sore afiraid of the 
people, because they were many : and Moab was distressed because of the 
children of Israel. 4. And Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall 
this company lick up all that are round about us, as the ox licketh up the 
grass of the field. And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at 
that time. 5. He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to 
Pethor, which is by the river of the land of the children of his people, to call 
him, saying. Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt ; behold, they 
coyer the race of the earth, and they abide oyer against me : 6. Come now 
therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people ; for they are too mighty for me : 
peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may drive 
them out of the land : for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he 
whom thou cursest is cursed. 7. And the elders of Moab and the elders of 
Midian departed with the rewards of divination in their hand ; and they came 



1. Set forward. After the de- 
struction of Sihon, king of the 
Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan. 

Moab. On the east of the Dead 
Sea. One nation of the Midian- 
ites (descended from Abraham by 
Keturah) was in the same neigh- 
bourhood, to the south. 

This side Jordan. On the east- 
em or left bank, opposite Jericho. 

6. Balaam. He was a true 
prophet, and a believer in the 
liOBD. He knew what was holy 



and good, and, it may be, loved 
it also ; but he loved nches more. 
His knowledge was with God, his 
will with Satan. He is the Judas 
Iscariot of the Old Testament. 2 
S. Pet. ii. 16, 16. 

Pethor. In Mesopotamia. Deut. 
xziii. 4. 

2%6 river. Euphrates. 

The land— people. His native 
country. 

7. Rewards of divination. Comp. 
1 Sam. ix. 7, 8. 
3 
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onto BaLaam, and flpake onto him the words of BaJalt. . 8. And he said mifo 
them, Lodge here tniB night, and I will hring you word again, as the Lobd 
shall speak mito me : and the princes of Moab abode with Balaam. 9. And 
God came unto Balaam, and said. What men aie these with thee P 10. And 
Balaam said unto 6k)D, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, hath sent unto 
me, saying, 11. Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which ooyereth 
the iaxie of the earth: oome now, curse me them; peradventure I shall be 
able to overcome them, and drive them out. 12. And Gk>D said unto Balaam, 
Thou shalt not go with them ; thbu shalt not curse the people : for they are 
blessed. 13. And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said tmto the princes 
of Balak, Get you into your land : for the Lobd refuseth to give me leave to 
go with you. 14. And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto 
Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to come with us. 15. And Balak sent yet 
again princes, more, and more honourable than they. 16. And they came to 
Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I 
pray thee, hinder thee from coming imto me : 17. For I will promote tiiee 
unto veiy great honour, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me : come 
therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people. 18. And Balaam answered and 
said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of silver 
and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lobd my Gk>D, to do less or 
more.- 19. Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I 
may know what the Lobd will say unto me more. 20. And Gtoi> came unto 
Balaam at night, and said unto him. If the men come to call thee, rise up, and 

§0 with them ; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou 
o. 21. And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went 
with the princes of Moab. 22. And God's anger was kindled because he 
went : and the angel of the Lobd stood in the way for an adversary against 
him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him. 
23. And the ass saw the angel of the Lobd standing in the way, and his 
sword drawn in his hand : and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went 
into the field : and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way. 24. But 
the angel of the Lobd stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this 



9. What men, Not that God 
did not know, but that He might 
take occasion to deal with Balaam 
from his own mouth. So God 
speaks to Adam. Gen. iii. 11, &c. 

12. Blessed. Viz., bj; God's 
word to Abraham, Gen. xii. 3, and 
to Jacob, Gen. xzvii. 29. 

19. Tarrif ye also. Balaam's 
Leart was already beginning to 
waver at the prospect of great 
gain. Comp. 1 Kings xiii. 18, 19. 

20. Oo with them. Since thou 
art bent on it, have thy way. 
There is no greater danger than 
when God answers a man accord- 
ing to the desires of his worldly 
heart. Hos. xiii. 11: "I gave 
thee a king in Mine anger, and 



took him away in My wrath." 
Comp. Ezek. xiv. 4, 6, 9. 

22. God^s anger was kindled. 
Because Balaam would not see 
that leave was given him in dis- 
pleasure, and he still went hoping 
to do Balak's wiU and obtain the 
reward. 

The angel. God did not give 
him up afiogether. The angel is 
a type of God's providence, which 
in many ways warns the sinner 
that He is displeased, and putt 
checks in his way. 

23. The ass saw. The dullest 
natures see God in these warn- 
ings and checks ; only he who it 
blmded by his own xnind sees 
Him not. 
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side, and a wall on that side. 25. And when the ass saw the angel of the 
LoBD, she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the 
wall : and he smote her again. 26. And the angel of the LosD went further, 
and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the right 
hand or to the left. 27. And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she 
fell down imder Balaam : and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the 
ass with a staff. 28. And the Lobd opened the mouth of the ass, and she 
said unto Balaam, What haye I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me 
these three times P 29. And Balaam said unto the ass. Because thou hast 
mocked me : I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill 
thee. 30. And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which 
thou hast ridden eyer since I was thine unto this dagr P was I ever wont to do 
so unto thee P And he said, Nav. 31. Then the Lobd opened the eyes of 
Balaam, and he saw the angel ox the Lobd standing in the way, and his sword 
drawn in his hand : and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his fiioe. 
32. And the angel of the Lobd said unto him. Wherefore hast thou smitten 
thine ass these tl^ee times ? behold, I went out to withstand thee, because thy 
way is perverse before me : 33. And the ass saw me, and turned from me 
these three times : unless she had turned from me, surely now also I had slain 
thee, and saved her alive. 34. And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lobd, 
I have sinned : for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me : now 
therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. 35. Aiid the angel of 
the Lobd said unto Balaam, GK> wit£ the men : but only the word that I shall 
speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of 
B^alak. 36. Anrl when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out to 
meet him unto a city of Moab, which is in the border of Amon, which is in 
the utmost coast. 37. And Balak said imto Balaam, Did I not earnestly 
send unto thee to call thee ? wherefore earnest thou not unto me ? am I not 
able indeed to promote thee to honour P 38. And Balaam said unto Balak, 
Lo, I am come unto thee : have I now any power at all to say any thing P the 
word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak. 39. And Balaam 
went with Balak, and they came unto £irjath-hu2oth. 40. And Balak 
offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the princes that were with 
him. 41. And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took Balaam, and 
brought him up into the high places of Baal, that thence he might see the 
utmost part of the people. 



25. I%e Lord opened the mouth. 
The angel of the Lobd miracu- 
lously moved the mouth and 
ton^e of the ass to utter an ar- 
ticiuate sentence. 2 S. Pet. ii. 16. 

29. Balaam said. He was so 
blinded by his ruling passion, that 
lie did not notice nie miracle of 
jjie dumb beast speaking. 

32. Thy way xs perverse. He 
had set out with a dishonest in- 
tention of obliging Balak, while 
seeming to obey God. He wished 
to serre God and mammon. 

34. I ha/ve sinned. His con- 



fession refers merely to his cruelty 
in smiting the ass. 

35. Go with the men. God lets 
the siimer know that He is dis- 
pleased, but is willing to try him 
again in a second and inferior 
course. 1 Sam. xii. 20. 

39. Kirjath-huzoth. On the 
ridge of the Jebel Attaras. 

40. Sent. I.e., portions of the 
sacrificed animals. 

41. High places qf Baal. The 
heights where Baal, or Chemosh, 
was worshipped. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTEE. 

MoBNnra. Numbers xxiii. and xxiy. 
See heading of First Sunday tfier Easter f Evening, 

1. And Baalam said xrnfo Balak, Build me here seren altars, and prepare me 
here seren oxen and seven rams. 2. And Balak did as Balaam had spoken ; and 
Balak and Balaam offered on every altar a bullock and a ram. 3. And Balaam 
said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt offering, and I will go : peradventure the 
LOBD will come to meet me : and whatsoever He sheweth me T will teU thee. 
And he went to an high place. 4. And Gk>D met Balaam : and he saidunto 
Him, I have prepared seven altars, and I have offered upon every altar a bullock 
and a ram. 5. And the Lokd put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said, Betum 
unto BaJak, and thus thou shalt speak. 6. And he returned unto him, and, lo, 
he stood by his burnt sacrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab. T. And he took 
up his parable, and said, Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, 
out of the mountains of the east, saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy 
Israel. 8. How shall I curse, whom Gk>D hath not cursed ? or how shall I defy, 
whom the Lobd hath not defied ? 9. For from the top of the rocks I see him, 
and from the hills I behold him : lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be 
reckoned among the nations. 10. Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the 
number of the fourth part of Israel P Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end be like his ! 11. And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast 
thou done imto me ? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou 
hast blessed them altogether. 12. And he answered and said. Must I not take 
heed to speak that which the Lobd hath put in my mouth ? 13. And Balak 
said unto him. Gome, I pray thee, with me unto another place, from whence 
thou mayest see them : thou shalt see but the utmost part of them, and shalt 
not see them all : and curse me them from thence. 14. And he brought him 
into the field of Zophim, to the top of Fisgah, and built seven altars, and of- 
fered a bullock and a ram on every altar. 15. And he said unto Balak, Stand 



1. Seven altars. For sacrifice 
unto God, but in the high place 
of Baal. See ver. 4. The num- 
ber seven was sacred. Comp. 1 
Chron. xv. 26 ; 2 Chron. xxix. 21. 

3. To an high place. Apart, by 
himself, to wait for inspiration. 

7. Sis parahle, "Parable" 
here means a prophetical speech 
uttered in weighty and majestic 
words. So Job xxvii. 1, &c. 

Aram. Mesopotamia. 

9. From the top of the rocks, 
where I am placed to see and 
curse Israel. 

Shall dwell alone, a peculiar 
people, different from, and un- 
mixed with, all other nations. 



10. The dust. The posterity, 
which was to be as the dust of the 
earth. Gen. xiii. 16. 

Let me die, Balaam regards 
death as the sate of a joy^ re- 
surrection, ana wishes to die the 
death of the righteous, though he 
is not willingto live the life of the 
righteous. There may be here a 
prophecy of the future happy fate 
of Israel. Otherwise, Israel is 
regarded as "righteous," as th» 
Church is called " holy," though 
all its members are not holy ; and 
Balaam desires to die the death of 
a righteous Israelite. 

14. Field qf Zophim. "Of the 
watchmen." 
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here by thy burnt offering, while I meet the Lobd yonder. 16. And the Lobd 
met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, Go again unto Balak, and 
say thus. 17. And when he came to him, behold, he stood by his burnt offer- 
ing, and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said tmto him, What hath 
the Lobd spoken ? 18. And he took up his parable, and said, Rise up, Balak, 
and hear ; hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor : 19. Qojy is not a man, that 
He should lie ; neither the son of man, that he should repent : hath He said, 
and shall He not do it ? or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good ? 
20. Behold, I hare received commandment to bless : and He hath blessed ; 
and I cannot reyerse it. 21. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither 
hath He seen peryerseness in Israel : the Lobd his Gk>D is with him, and the 
shout of a king is among them. 22. Gk)D brought them out of Egypt ; he 
hath as it were the strength of an unicorn. 23. Surely there is no enchant- 
ment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel : according 
to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath G-OD wrought ! 
24. Behold, the people shall rise up as a great hon, and lift up' himself as a 
oung hon : he shall not lie down imtU he eat of the i>rey, and drink the 
lood of the slain. 25. And Balak said tmto Balaam, Neither curse them at 
all, nor bless them at aU. 26. But Balaam answered and said unto Balak, 
Told not I thee, saying, All that the Lobd speaketh, that I must do ? 27. And 
Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I will bring thee unto another 
place ; peradventure it will please God that thou mayest curse me them from 
thence. 28. And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Feor, that looketh 
toward Jeshimon. 29. And Balaam said imto Balak, Build me here seven 
altars, and prepare me here seven bullocks and seven rams. 30. And Balak 
did as Balaam had said, and offered a bullock and a ram on every altar. 

1. And when Balaam saw that it pleased the Lobd to bless Israel, he went 
not, as at other times, to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the 
wilderness. 2. And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in 
his tents according to their tribes : and the Spirit of God came upon him. 
3. And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor hath said. 



b] 



19. Balaam recognizes God's un- 
changeable love for His Church. 
He will not retract His blessing. 
2Cor. i. 20. 

21. Iniquity— ■^erverseness. Es- 
pecially idolatry. Thus God re- 

gards the Church as acceptable in 
le Beloved Son. 
The shout of a Mng. The shout 
that accompanies a victorious king. 

22. Re hath, Israel hath. 
Unicorn. Usually thought to be 

the rhinoceros, but see on xxiv. 8. 

23. According to this time. Not 
only hereafter, but now too, it shall 
be said concerning Israel, How 
great things God hiath done for 
uiem! 

24. Comp. xxiy. 8, 9. So Jacob 
prophesies of Judaii, G^n. xlix. 9 : 



" Judah is a lion*s whelp : from the 
prey, my son, thou art gone up : 
ne stooped down, he couched as a 
lion, and as an old lion ; who shall 
rouse him up ?" See in this a pro- 

Shecy of Chbist's victory over 
eath and hell. 

28. Peor. Another mountain 
where Baal was worshipped, thence 
called Baal-peor. See on Deut. iv. 
46. 

Jeshimon. The wilderness. 

30. This was Balaam's last ef- 
fort, as Satan tempted Chbist 
three times. 

1. iEnchomtments. Balaam is 
supposed by Josephus and others 
to nave been skilled in magic and 
^vination. In Josh. xiii. 22, he 
is called " the soothsayer." 
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and the man whose eyes are open hatih said : 4« He hatih said, which heafd 
ihe words of Gk)D, wMch saw the vision of the Aj<Mia-HTY, &llin^ into a trance^ 
hut having his eyes open s 5. How goodly are thy tents, O Jaooh, and thy 
tahemacles, O Inraell 6. As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by 
the river^s side, as the trees of lign aloes which tne Lobd hath planted, and aa 
cedar trees beside the waters. 7. He shall pour the water out of his buckets, 
and his seed shall be in many waters, and his king shall be higher than Agag, 
and his kingdom shall be exalted. 8. GtOD brought him forth out of Egypt { 
he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn : he shall eat up the nations his 
enemies, and shall break their bones, and pierce them through with his arrows. 

9. He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion : who shall stir him 
upp Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and ciursed is he that curseth thee. 

10. And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands 
together : and Balak said unto Balaam, I called thee to curse mine enemies^ 
and, behold, thou hast altogether blessed them these three times. U. There- 
fore now flee thou to thy p]aoe : I thought to promote thee unto great honour ; 
but, lo, the LoBD hath kept thee back from honour. 12. And Balaam said 
unto Balak, Spake I not aJso to thy messengers which thou sentest tmto me, 
saying, 13. If Balak would give me his house fuU of silver and gold, I cannot 
go beyond the commandment of the Lobd, to do either good or bad of mine 
own mind ; but what the Lobd saith, that will I speak ? 14. And now, be« 
hold, I go unto my people : come therefore, and I will advertise thee what this 
people shall do to thy people in the latter days. 15. And he took up his 
parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes 
are open hath said : 16. He hath said, which heard the words of God, and 
knew the knowledge of the Most High, which saw the vision of the AxMiaHTT, 
fiJling into a trance, but having his eyes open : 17. I shall see Him, but not 
now : I shall behold Him, but not nigh : there shall come a Star out of Jacob, 



3. Whose e^es are open. Marg.: 
" Who had his eyes shut, but now 
opened ;** whose understanding is 
illuminated, having before been 
darkened. So ver. J. Or " Falling 
prostrate in the prophetic trance, 
but having the eyes of his spirit 
open." 

5. The regular arrangement of 
the Israelites' camp was a tvpe of 
the order and imity of the Church. 

6. Lign aloes. The wood-aloe is 
a fragrant tree growing in Arabia. 

7. Se shall potir. Israel shall 
have an abundfuit progeny. Comp. 
Ezek. xlvii. 8. 

Sis seed shall be in many waters. 
Shall increase to a great multitude. 
Waters signify " people,** as Isa. 
xlviii. 1 ; Sev. xvii. 16. 

Higher than Agag. Literally 
fiiimied by Saul, 1 Sam. xv. 7, 8. 



Agag, perhaps, was the general 
name of the kinffs of AmSek, as 
Pharaoh of the Icings of Egypt, 
and as Amalek was then a great 
nation (ver. 20), to be exalted 
above Agag was equivalent to the 
highest prosperity. It is also & 
prophecy of Chbi8T*8 victory over 
Anti-Christ. 

8. Unicom, This word, through- 
out the English Version is mis- 
translated for " wild bull.*' 

14. In the latter days. In the 
time to come. 

17. I shall see him. Viz., Israel, 
I shall see him glorified hereafler 
by the birth of me Messiah. The 
prophecy in most respects refers 
primarily to David, but chiefly to 
Chbist. 

A Star, Chbist is the Star, 
Bev. zzii. 16. Some ixaditi(»i of 
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and a Soeptre shall rise oat of Israel, and shall smite the comers of Moab, and 
destroj all the children of Sheth. 18. And Edom shall be a possession, Seir 
also shall be a possession for his enemies; and Israel shall do valiantly. 
19. Out of Jacob shall come He That shall have dominion, and shall destrov 
him that remaineth of the city. 20. And when he looked on Amalek, he took 
np his parable, and said, Amalek was the first of the nations ; but his latter 
end shall be that he perish for ever. 21. And he looked on the Kenites, and 
took up his parable, and said, Strong is thy dwellingplace, and thou puttest 
thy nest in a rock. 22. Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted, until Asshur 
shall carry thee away captive. 23. And he took up his parable, and said, 
Alas, who shall live when GtOD doeth this I 24. And ships shaU come from 
the coast of Chittim, and shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict Eber, and he also 



this prophecy may have led the 
wise men to follow " the star which 
they saw in the East." S. Matt, 
ii. 2. 

A Sceptre, The token of the 
kingdom of Chbist. Fs. ex. 2 : 
" The LoBD shall send the rod of 
Thy power out of Sion ; be Thou 
ruler, even in the midst among 
Thine enemies." 

Smite the comers [Marg. "prin- 
ces"] of Moah, Chbist by His 
Apostles shall convert, and so over- 
come, the idolatrous nations. 

Destroy, Subdue to Himself. 
It also means "make prey of," 
" take captive." 

Children of Sheth, Some sup- 
pose Sheth to have been some fa- 
mous person or place in Moab. 
Others think the Ammonites and 
Midianites are meant. Others 
translate " Sons of tumult." 

18. Udom shall he a possession, 
David conquered Edom, 2 Sam. 
riii. 14, a figure of the subju- 

gation of His oitterest enemies to 
!hbist. 

Seir, Edom or Idomsda. See 
on Gen. xxxii. 3. 

Sis enemies, Edom's enemies, 
Israel. 

19. Cf the city, Ps. cviii. 10 : 
" Who will lead me into the strong 
oify P and who will bring me into 
EdomP" 

2a Mrstif nations. The most 



powerful of the nations settled in 
those regions. See on Ex. xviL 8. 

Perish, They were destroyed 
by Saul, 1 Sam. xv. 7, 8 ; and by 
David, 1 Sam. xxvii. 8, 9 ; xxx. 
17. See also 1 Chron. iv. 41 — 43. 
So Moses had threatened, Exod. 
xvii. 14. See on 1 Sam. xv. 2. 

21. In a rock. The Kenites, 
who were an ancient branch of the 
Midianites, dwelt securely amid 
mountains in the south ana south- 
west of Palestine. Jethro was of 
their tribe. Thev probably shared 
the' captivity of the Jews and 
other nations. Comp. 2 Xings 
xvi. 9 ; xix. 12, 13. 

23. This refers to the coming 
prophecy. Balaam laments the 
ruin of his own nation, Assyria. 

24. Chittim waa a branch of liie 
descendants of Javan, who peopled 
Europe. The term, which origi* 
nally was applied to Cyprus, stands 
for the countries and islands of the 
Mediterranean, especially Italy 
and Greece. It was visible firom 
the heights of Palestine. 

Asshtur, The Syrians andAs- 
syrians, who were subdued by 
Alexander the Great, and in after 
years by theEomans under Trajan. 

Eber, The Hebrews. G^en. z. 
21. Some refer the term to a 
people living on the Euphrates. 

Me also, Chittim, Le., Greece 
and Borne. 
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shall periih for ever. 25. And Baakm rose up, and went and returned to hia 
place : and Balak also went his waj. 



26. JSetumed to hie place, Ba- 
laam Beems to have come among 
the Moabites aeain, as he eave 
ooonsel to BaliuL how to seduce 



the Israelites to sin, and was slain 
among the Midianites not long 
after. Ch. xxxi. 8, 16. 



'EvESTSOt, 19'umberB zxr. 

The devil cannot overthrow the Church, but the Church can ruin hereelf by 
impurity, idolatry, and other deadly aint, 

1. And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to oonunit whoredom 
with the daughters of Moab. 2. And they called the people unto the sacri- 
fices of their gods : and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods. 
3. And Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor : and the anger of the Lobd was 
kindled against Israel. 4. And the Lobd said unto Moses, Take all the heads 
of the people, and hang them up before the Lord against the sun, that the 
fierce anger of the Lobd may be turned away from Israel. 5. And Moses 
said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined imto 
Baal-peor. 6. £cid, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought 
unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight 
of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 7. And when Fhinehas, the son of 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the con- 
gregation, and took a javelin in his hand ; 8. And he went after the man of 
Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and 
the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of 
Israel. 9. And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand. 
10. And the Lobd spake unto Moses, saying, 11. Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, 
the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned My wrath away from the children of 
Israel, while he was z^ous for My sake among them, that I consumed not the 



1. Shittim, The last station of 
the Israelites before they entered 
Canaan, and the scene of the rest 
of the Book of Numbers and of 
all Deuteronomy. It is a dry 
valley, about seven and a half 
miles east of the Dead Sea. The 
word means " acacia-groves." 

Began to commit, Balaam had 
advised Balak to tempt the Israel- 
ites to sin, that God might be 
angry with them and not aid them 
in their attack on Moab. Ch. xxxi. 
16; Eev.ii. 14. 

Moab, and Midian, ver. 6, 17. 

2. Did eat, of the idol sacrifices, 



an act of worship. Ex. xxxiv. 15 ; 
1 Cor. X. 18. 

3. Baal'peor, See note, ch. 
xxiii. 28. Comp. Ps. cvi. 28, 29. 

4. TaJce all the heads. Collect 
all the princes and chief men. 

JSang them up. That is, those 
that had sinned, not ** the beads 
of the people." 

Against the sun. In the open 
eye of day, that all may see. 

6. His men. The people under 
his peculiar authority. 

9. Twenty and fimr thousand. 
Twenty-three thousand by the 
plague (1 Cor. x. 8), and one thou- 
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cbildren of Israel in My jealousy. 12. Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto 
him My coTenant of peace : 13. And he shall have it, and his seed after him, 
eyen the covenant of an everlasting priei^thood ; because he was zealous for his 
GtODy and made an atonement for the children of -Israel. 14. Kow the name 
of the Israehte that was slain, even that was slain with the Midianitish woman, 
was Zimii, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites. 

15. And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the 
daughter of Zur ; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian. 

16. And the Lobd spake unto Moses, saying, 17. Yex the Midianites, and 
smite them : 18. For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they hare be- 
guiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Gozbi, the daughter of 
a prince of Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the plague for 
Poor's sake. 



sand by judicial sentence. The 
word "plague" implies any sud- 
den stroke. 

12. My covenant qf peace. My 
peaceful covenant, viz., that he 
shall securely exercise tiie priest- 
hood, ver. 13. 

13. JSverlasting, The priest- 
hood remained inEleazar's family 
till the close of the Jewish polity, 
with the exception of a short time 
during which it was transferred 
to the family of Ithamar, the 
youngest son of Aaron. This was 



under Eli. Phinehas* priesthood 
is a type of the everlasting priest- 
hood of Cheist, the " Pnest for 
ever after the order of Melchi- 
sedek." 

Made an atonement By offer- 
ing up the sinner. 

15. Zwr. One of the five kings 
of Mi^an. Ch. xxxi. 8. 

17. The Midianites^ The Mo- 
abites were spared for the present. 
From t^em sprung Euth, an an- 
cestress of Cheist according to 
the flesh. 



THIRD SUNDAY AFTEE EASTEE. 

MoBNiNO-. Deuteronomj iv. 

The leMonsfrom Deuteronomy, now commenced and continued till Whitsun' 
day, contain a portion of the parting admonition of Moses, just as the people 
were about to enter their promised inheritance. Through them Christ speaks to 
us, telling us the conditions on which alone we shall be permitted to possess the 
heavenly Canaan, andgitnng us the laws of His kingdom, which are to be strictly 
obeyed. For Christ*s Church on earth is a kingdom, and has its laws, institu- 
tions, and ministers s and its members must conform to its requirements, \f they 
would eryoy its privileges. 

1. Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and imto the judg- 
ments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and 
possess the land which the Lobd God of your &thers giveth you. 2. Ye 
shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 

2. Eev. xxii. 18, 19: "For I 
testify unto every man that hear- 



eth the words of the prophecy of 
this book, If any man shall add 
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ought from it, that ye maj keep the comnumdmentB of the Lobb your GoD 
which I command jou. 3. Your eyes have seen what the Lokd did heoanse 
of Baal-peor : for all the men that followed Baal-peor, the Loxd thy Gku> 
hath destroyed them from among yon. 4. But ye that did deave unto the 
LoBD your Gk)D are alire every one of you this day. 5. Behold, I have taught 
you statutes and judgments, even aa the Lobd my God commanded me, that 
ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. 6. Keep therefore 
and do them ; for this is your wisdom and your undentanding in tlie sight of 
the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surelj this great na- 
tion is a wise and understanding people. 7. For what nation is there so great, 
who hath God so nigh unto them, as the Lobd our God is in all things that 
we call npon Him for P 8. And what nation is there so great, thi^ hath 
statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before yon this 
day ? 9. Only take heed to thyself^ and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou 
forget the things which thine eyes haye seen, and lest they depart firom thy 
heart all the days of thy life : but teach them thy sons and thy sons* sons : 
10. Specially the day that thou stoodest before the Lord thy God in Horeb, 
when the LosD said unto me, Gktther Me the people together, and I will make 
them hear My words, that they may learn to tear Me dl the days that they 
shall Utc upon the earth, and that they may teach their children. 11. And 
ye came near and stood under the mountain ; and the mountain burned with 
fire unto the midst of hearen, with darkness, clouds, and thick darkness. 
12. And the LosD spake unto you out of the midst of the fire : ye heard the 
voice of the words, but saw no similitude ; only ye heard a voice. 13. And 
He declared imto you His covenant, which He commanded you to perform, 
even ten commandments; and He wrote them upon two tables of stone. 

14. And the Lobd commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and 
judgments, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go over to possess it. 

15. Take ye therefore good heed imto yourselves ; for ye saw no manner of 
similitude on the day mat the Lobd spake unto you in Horeb out of the 
midst of the fire ; 16. Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make yon a graven 
image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female, 17. The 
likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl 
that flieth in the air, 18. The likeness of any thing that creepeth on the 
ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters beneath the earth : 



unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are writ- 
ten in this book : and if any man 
shall take away from the words of 
the book of tnis prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the 
book of Ufe, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things which 
are written in this book.' 

3. Your 67/68 have seen, Numb. 

XXV. 

6. Your wisdom. The observ- 
ance of these laws will prove you 
to be wise and prudent, and taught 
by the wisdom of God. 



7. Much more is this true of 
Christians who have Chbist's Pre- 
sence assured to them in Sacra- 
ments. 

10. Specially the day, Ezod. 
xiz., zx. 

13. JBas covenant. His l&w» 
which is the condition of the co- 
venant. 

18. Thing that creepeth. The 
Egyptians reverenced beetles, ants 
and grubs. 

Am fish. Dagon, the god of 
the I^listines, was a fish with a 
human face. 
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19. And lest thoa lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the 
»un» and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest 
be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the Lobb thj God 
hath divided unto aU nations under the whole heaven. 20. But the Lobd 
hath taken you, and brought you forth out of Uie iron furnace, even out 
of Egypt, to be unto Him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day. 
21. £\irthermore the Lobd was angry with me for your sakes, and sware that 
I should not go over Jordan, and that I should not go in unto that good land, 
which the Lobd thy God giveth thee for an inheritance : 22. But I must die 
in this land, I must not go over Jordan : but ye shall go over, and possess that 
good land. 23. Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the 
Lobd your God, which He made with you, and make you a graven image, or 
the likeness of any thing, which the Lobd thy God hath forbidden thee. 

24. For the Lobd thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous Gh>D. 

25. When thou shalt beget children, and children's children, and ye shaU 
have remained long in the land, and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a 
graven image, or ihs likeness of any thing, and shall do evil in the sight of the 
Lobd thy God to provoke Him to anger : 26. I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the 
land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it ; ye shall not prolong your 
days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. 27. And the Lobd shall scatter 
you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the heathen, 
whither the Lobd shaU lead you. 28. And there ye shall serve gods, the 
work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, 
nor smell. 29. But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lobd thy God, thou 
shalt find Him, if thou seek Him with all thy heart and with all thy souL 
30. When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, 
even in the latter days, if thou turn to the Lobd thy God, and shalt be obedi- 
ent unto His voice $ 31. (For the Lobd thy God is a merciful God ;) He will 
not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fiithers 
which He sware imto them. 32. For ask now of the days that are past, which 
were before thee, since the day that Gh>D created man upon the earth, and ask 
from the one side of heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any such 
thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard like it ? 33. Did ever people 
hear the voice of God speiJdng out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, 
and live ? 34. Or hath God assayed to go and take Him a nation from the 
midst of another nation, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by 



20. IronJ^maee. "The fur- 
nace of afiiiction.'* Isa. xlviii. 10. 

A people qf inheritance, A pe- 
oulior people. 

21. Was angry. This is an ar* 
CTunent to prove the danger of 
aisobedience. He who spared not 
Moses, will not spare common sin- 
ners. See the account of Moses' act 
of disobedience, Numb. xz. 11, 12. 

22. I must not go over. Joshua, 
the type of Jesus, Satioub, brines 
men to Canaan. S. John L 17 : 



"The law was given by Moses, 
but grace and truth came by Jb- 
8US Chbist." 

24. A consuming fire. To pra- 
rify, if we love Him, to destroy, if 
we love Him not. 

29. This refers probably to the 
return from the Babylonish cap- 
tivity. The following verses may 
be a prophecy of the future con* 
version of Israel. Eom. zi. 23, 
26, &o. 

84. Temptatiaui. Trials. All 
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war, and by a nxiglity hand, and by a stretched out arm, and by great terrors^ 
accordmg to all that the Lobd your God did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes ? 35. Unto thee it was showed, that thou mightest know that the Lobd 
He is Ck)D ; there is none else beside Him. 36. Out of heaven He made thee 
to hear His voice, that He might instruct thee : and upon earth He showed 
thee His great fiie ; and thou neardest His words out oi the midst of the fire. 

37. And because He loved thy fathers, therefore He chose their seed after 
them, and brought thee out in His sight with His mighty power out of Egypt ; 

38. To drive out nations from before thee greater and mightier than thou art, 
to bring thee in, to give thee their land for an inheritance, as it is this day. 

39. Sjiow therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the Lobd 
He is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath : there ijs none else. 

40. Thou shalt keep therefore His statutes, and His commandments, which I 
command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children 
after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the 
Lobd thy God giveth thee, for ever. 4X. Then Moses severed three cities on 
this side Jordan toward the sun rising; 42. That the slayer mi^ht flee 
thither, which should kill his neighbour unawares, and hated him not in times 
past ; and that fleeing unto one of these cities he might live : 43. Namely, 
Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain country, of the Beubenites ; and Ba- 
moth in Gilead, of the Gkdites ; and Gblan in Bashan, of the Manassites. 

44. And this is the law which Moses set before the children of Israel; 

45. These are the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which Mo- 
ses spake unto the children of Israel, after they came forth out of Egypt, 

46. On this side Jordan, in the valley over against Beth-peor, in the land of 
Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwdt at Heshbon, whom Moses and the 



these things are part of the dis- 
cipline of repentance. 

35. It was showed. Viz., that 
scene of terror and tribulation in 
Egypt, &c. 

37. In His sight. Being always 
present with thee. Isa. Ixiii. 9 : 
'' The angel of His presence saved 
them." 

41. The cities of refiige on the 
east side of Jordan intimate that 
even in the Jewish Church there 
was a refuge for sinners ; but only 
for sins of surprise or infirmity, 
and even that accompanied by 
banishment till the death of the 
High Priest. Full remission of 
all sin is only to be obtained in the 
Christian Church by the death of 
Chbist. For the law of refuge 
see Numb. xxxv. 

43. Bezer. Josh. xx. 8. On 
the table land of Moab, and near 
the borders of the desert of Arabia. 



OiUad {" Kngged," = Tracho- 
nitis,) was a mountain range east 
of Jordan, extending from about 
twenty miles north of the Dead 
Sea to the river Hieromax, a little 
south of the Lake of G-ennesaret. 

Golan, An important city of 
Bashan, which country lay directly- 
north of Gilead. Golan gave its 
name to Gaulanitis (Jaulan), the 
western of the four provinces into 
which Bashan was afterwards di- 
vided. Its site has not been de- 
termined. 

46. Beth-peor, "House of Pe- 
or," a town so called as being a 
chief seat of Baal-peor worship. 
It was probably on Mount Peor, 
north-east of the Dead Sea. 

Sihon, He occupied the coun- 
try between the Arnon and Jab- 
bok. 

Heshbon, Sihon's capital, lay 
twenty-one miles due east of tlie 
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children of Israel smote, after they were oome forth out of Egypt : 47. And 
they possessed his land, and the land of Og king of Bashan, two kings of the 
Amorites, which were on this side Jordan toward the sun rising ; 48. From 
Aroer, which is by the bank of the river Amon, even imto mount Sion, which 
is Hermon, 49. And all the plain on this side Jordan eastward, eren unto 
the sea of the plain, under the springs of Fisgah. 



point where the Jordan enters the 
Dead Sea. It originallT belonged 
totheMoabites,but had been taken 
by the Amorites. Numb. xxi. 26. 
Smote, Ch. i. 4 ; Numb. xxi. 24. 

47. Og. His kingdom adjoined 
that of Sihon on the north. 

48. Amon, This river rises in 
the mountains of Gilead, and flows 
for eighty miles through a deep, 
winding channel (Wady Modjeb) 
into the Dead Sea, about the mid- 
dle of the eastern side. 

Mount Sion, " The upraised," 



(Ps. exxxiii. 3) ; another name of 
Hermon ("the lofty peak,") the 
celebrated mountain on the north- 
ern border of Palestine. The Si- 
donians called it Sirion, ("the 
breastplate," Deut. iii. 9,) from 
the appearance of the snow on its 
summit. 

49. Sea of the plain. The Dead 
Sea. 

Pisaah, This mountain, cele- 
brated as that from which Moses 
beheld the Land of Promise, rose 
a little south of Beth-peor. 



Evening. Deuteronomy v. 

The Ten Commandments are read again here^ after having been recited on 
Easter Tuesday ^ to remind us that the first set were broken as soon as delivered ^ 
but the second, a type qf the law qf the Gospel, are preserved in the Ark, the 
figure qfthe Church, 

1. And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the sta- 
tutes and judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn 
them, and keep, and do them. 2. The Lobd our God made a covenant with 
us in Horeb. 3. The Lobd made not this covenant with our fathers, but with 
UB, even us, who are all of us here alive this day. 4. The Lobd talked with 
you face to face in the mount out of the midst or the fire, 5. (1 stood between 
the Lobd and you at that time, to show you the Word of the Lobd : for ye 
were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount ;) saying, 
6. I am the Lobd thy God, Which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage. 7. Thou sh^t have none other gods before Me. 



3. With our fathers, Abraham 
and the Patriarchs. The;^ did not 
receive the Law. Gal. iii. 17. 

All qf us. Many were still 
alive who had been present at 
Sinai, God having pumshed those 
only who were tJrenty years old 
at the least. Numb. xiv. 29. 

4. Face to face, God gave forth 
the Decalogue the first time, with- 



out the intervention of Moses, by 
a voice heard from Sinai. The 
other parts of the Law were de- 
liverea through Moses. 

7—21. See notes on Exod. xx. 
^e Ten Commandments here and 
in Exodus are identical; but in 
Deuteronomy there are inserted 
certain parenthetical clauses, ex- 
plaining, enforcing, or illustrating 
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8. Tboa shalt not make thee uoj graven image, or any likenees of anj thing 
that ii in hearen aboTe^ or that ia in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters 
beneath the earth : 9. Thou shalt not bow down thrself onto them, nor serre 
them : for I the Lou> thy Qod am a iealoos 0OD, Tisitinff the iniquitr of the 
&thers upon the ohildren unto the third and fourth generation of them tnat hate 
Me, 10. And showing meroy unto thousands of them that lore Me and keep 
My commandments. U. Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy Qqd 
in yain : for the LosD will not hold him guiltless that taketh His Name in 
Tain. 12. Eeep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy Q-od hath 
commanded thee. 13. Six days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work : 14. 
But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy Gk)D : in it thou shalt not 
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manserrant, nor 
thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thj cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates ; that thy manservant and thy maidservant 
may rest as well as thou. 15. And remember that thou wast a servant in the 
land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy Ck)D brought thee out thence through a 
mighty hand and by a stretched out arm : ther^ore the Lord thy Gk)D com- 
manded thee to keep the sabbath day. 16. Honour thy fiikther and thy mother, 
as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee ; that thy days may be nrolonged, 
and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. 17. Thou shalt not kUL lB^ Neither shalt thou commit adultery. 
19. Neither shalt thou steal. 20. Neither shalt thou bear false witness 
against thy neighbour. 21. Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour's wife, 
neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's house, his field, or his manservant, or 
his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour's. 22. 
These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the 
midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice : 
and He added no more. And He wrote them in two tables of stone, and deli- 
vered them unto me. 23. And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out 
of the midst of the darkness, (for the mountain did bum with fire,) that ye 
came near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders ; 24. 
And ye said. Behold, the Lord our G-od hath showed us His glory and His 
greatness, and we have heard His voice out of the midst of the fire : we have 
seen this day that God doth talk with man, and he liveth. 25. Now therefore 



the actual Law. Moses in this 
book ^yes his own address to the 
Israelites, dropping the third per- 
son. 

12. As the Lard — thee. Moses 
refers his hearers to what was de- 
livered at Sinai, and written in 
Exodus. For the same reason he 
omits the reference to the Creation 
which is given in Exod. xx. 11. 

14. That thy manservant — thou, 
A reason for tne observance of the 
Sabbath not mentioned, though 
implied, in Exodus. 

15. This is another ground for 
the observance^ because God gave 



them rest firom their bondage in 
Egypt. 

16. As the Lord. See on verse 
12. 

That it may go well with thee. 
An addition exolanatory of the 
promised long life. 

21. Kis field. A word added 
in warning, as the people were 
about to enter Canaan. 

22. Added no more, I.e., with 
an audible voice. See note verse 4. 

24. And he liveth. I.e., man 
liveth. Compare the case of Sam- 
son's parents, Judg. ziii. 22^ and 
Exod. xxxiiL 20. 
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why ihoidd we die ? for this great fire will conaume us : if we hear the Toioe of 
the LoBD our Qod any more, then we shall die. 26. For who is there of 
all flesh, ihaii hath heard the voice of the living Qod speaking out of the midst 
of the fire, as we have, and hved ? 27. GK> thou near, and hear all that the 
IiOBO our OtOD shall saj : and speak thou unto us all that the Lobd our Goo 
shall speckk imto thee ; and we will hear it, and do it. 28. And the Lobd 
heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me ; and the Lobd said 
unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this people, which they have 
spoken unto thee : they have well said all that they have spoken. 29. O that 
there were such an heart in them, that they would fear Me, and keep all My 
commandments always, that it might be weU with them, and with their chil- 
dren for ever! 30. G^ say to them, Gtet you into your tents again. 31. But 
•as for thee, stand thou here by Me, and I will speak unto thee all the com- 
mandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which thou shalt teach 
them, that they may do them in the land which I give them to possess it. 
32. Ye shall observe to do therefore as the Lobd your God hath commanded 
you : ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to f^e left. 33. Ye shall 
walk in all the ways which the Lobd your God hath commanded you, that 
ye may hve, and that it may be weU with you, and that ye may prolong your 
days in the land which ye shall possess. 



30. Stand thou here. A type of 
the One Mediator between God 



and man, " The Man Chbist Je- 
sus." 



FOUETH SUNDAY AFTEE EASTEE. 

HoBinva. Deuteronomy vi. 

The end qf the law w obedience. The prosperity qf the Church depend* 
vpon her submiUion to the law qf Christ, 

1. Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which 
the Lobd your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the 
land whither ye go to possess it : 2. That thou mightest fear the Lobd thy 
God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments, which I command thee, 
thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life ; and that thy 
days may be prolonged. 3. Hear, therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it i 
that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the Lobd 
God of thy fathers hath promised thee, m the land that floweth with mUk and 
honey. 4. Hear, O Israel ; The Lobd our God is one Lobd : 5. And thou 
shalt love the Lobd thy God with all thine heart, and with all tiiy soul, and 



1. CommaiiAmwUs, The moral 
law. 

Statutes, The o«remonial. 

Judgmenie. The judicial and 
eiyil law. 

4. The Lord is in the singular 
number, God in the plural, an in- 
timation of the Tnmty in Unity. 



This text was recited twice a day 
by every Israelite. 

5. '* Love is the fulfilling of the 
Law,*' Eom. xiii. 10. Seart per* 
tains to zeal; soul to reason and 
judgment ; miaht to constancy and 
vigour. S. Matt. xxii. 37; 8. 
Luke X. 27. 
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^th all thy might. 6. And these words, which I oommand thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart : 7. And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
8. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between thine eyes. 9. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of 
thy house, and on thy gates. 10. And it shall be, when the Lobd thy Gk>D 
shall haye brought tnee into the land which He sware unto thy farthers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which 
thou buildedst not, 11. And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst 
not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and oliye trees, 
which thou plantedst not ; when thou shalt haye eaten and be full ; 12. Then 
beware lest thou forget the Lobd, Which brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. 13. Thou shalt fear the Lobd thy Gk)D, 
and serye Him, and shalt swear by His Name. 14. Te shall not go after other 
gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you ; 15. (For the 
Lord thy GtOD is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the Lobd thy 
God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the fSace of the earth. 

16. Te shall not tempt the Lobd your God, as ye tempted Him in Massah. 

17. Te shall diligently keep the commandments of the Lobd your God, and 
His testimonies, and His statutes, which He hath commanded thee. 18. And 
thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the Lobd : that it 
may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land 
which the Lobd sware unto thy fathers, 19. To cast out all thine enemies 
from before thee, as the Lobd hath spoken. 20. And when thy son asketh 
thee in time to come, saying. What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, 
and the judgments, which the Lobd our God hath commanded you ? 21. 
Then thou shalt say unto thy son. We were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt ; and 
the Lobd brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand : 22. And the Lobd 
showed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and 
upon all his household, before our eyes : 23. And He brought us out from 
thence, that He might bring us in, to give us the land which He swore unto 
our fathers. 24. And the Lobd commanded us to do all these statutes, to 
fear the Lobd our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us alive, • 
as It is at this day. 25. And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to 
do all these commandments before the Lobd our God, as He hath com- 
manded us. 



8. This was understood literally 
by the Jews, who from this and 
other passages (see on Ex. xiii. 9,) 
introduced me practice of wearing 
phylacteries, i.e., shreds of parch- 
ment inscribed with the texts, 
Exod. xiii. 3—10; 11—16 ; Deut. 
vi. 6—9 ; xi. 13—21. The cross 
signed on his forehead at Baptism 
is the Christian's "frontlet," to 
remind him of his daily warfare. 

13. Thou shalt fear. Fear in- 
volves worship and devotion. S. 
Matt. iv. 10. 



Shalt swear hy JSis Name, I.e., 
only, and not by any creature. S. 
Matt. V. 34—37. " Swear" may in- 
clude religious profession. Com- 
pare Isa. xlv. 23 with Eom. xiv. 
11. 

16. In Massah, See Exod. xvii. 
2, 7. 

17. Tesitmanies, The laws which, 
witness what God would have us 
to do. 

25. Our righteousness, I. e., 
Mercy to us, as 2 Cor. ix. 9. Or, 
God will account us righteous. 
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ETXiriiro. Deuteroaiomy yIL 

Christianity is a state of warfhre. There is no peace till all vices and evil 
habits are slain, and the whole nature is brought into obedience to the law qf 
ChrUt. 

1. When the Lobd thy Gk)D shall bring ihee into the land whither thou 
goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, 
and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the PerizziteSi 
and the Hiyites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than 
thou ; 2. And when the Lobd thj God shall dehyer them before thee ; thou 
shalt smite them» and utterly destroy them ; thou shalt make no covenant with 
them^ nor show mercy unto them : 3. Neither shalt thou make niarriages 
with them ; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter 
shalt thou take unto thy son. 4. For they will turn away thy son from fol- 
lowing Me» that they may serve other gods ; so will the anger of the Lobd be 
kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly. 5. But thus shall ye deal 
with them ; ye shall destroy their altars, and break down their images, and 
cut down their groves, and bum their graven images with fire. 6. £!or thou 
art an holy people unto the Lobd thy God : the Lobd thy Gk)D hath chosen 
thee to be a special people unto B!imself, above all people that are upon the 
&oe of the earth. 7. The Lobd did not set His love upon you, nor choose 
you, because ye were more in number than any people ; for ye were the fewest 
of all people : 8. But because the Lobd loved you, and because He would 
keep the oath which He had sworn unto your Others, hath the Lobd brought 
you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egmpt. 9. Know therefore that the 
Lobd thy God, He is God, the &ithful God, which keepeth covenant and 
mercy with them that love Him and keep His oommandments to a thousand 
generations $ 10. And repayeth them that hate Him to their fiiee, to destroy 
tiiem : He wiH not be slack to him that hateth Him, He will repay him to his 
&ce. 11. Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and 
the judgments, which I command thee this day, to do them.. 12. Wherefore 
it shall oome to. pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and do them, 
that the Lobd thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which 
He sware unto thy Others : 13. And He will love thee, and bless thee^ and 
multiply thee : He will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy 
land, thy com, and thy wine, and thine oil, the mcrease of thy kine, and the 



1. Seven nations. A figure of cord Hath Cheist with Belial P or 

what part hath he that beliereth 
with an infidel P" 
' 6. So the Apostle says to Chris- 
tiaas, 2 Cor. vi. 16 : " What agree- 
ment hath the temple of God with 
idols f for ye are the temple of ti^e 
living God ; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in 
tbem; and I will bo their God, 
axid they shall be My people." 

10. A their face. While they 
live, in their own persons. God 



the seven deadly sins, Pride, Co- 
vetousness. Luxury, Envy, Glut- 
tony, Anger, Sloth. 

2. Utterly destroy, God makes 
the Israelites to punish these na- 
tions for their aoominable sins* 
Lev. xviii. 25. 

No covenant, 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15 1 
" "Eot what fellowship hath righ- 
teovsnees with imrighteousness P 
and what ooammnion hath light 
with darkness? And what oon- 
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flocks of thy sheep, in the land which He svare unto thy &ther8 to give thee. 
14. Thou shalt be blessed aboye all people : there shall not be male or female 
barren among you, or among your cattle. 15. And the Lobd will take away 
from thee all sickness, and w^ put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which 
thou knowest, upon thee ; but will lay them upon all them that hate thee. 
16. And thou shalt consume all the people which the Lobd thy God shall de- 
liver thee ; thine eye shall have no pity upon them : neither shalt thou serve 
their gods ; for that will be a snare unto tiiee. 17. If thou shalt say in thine 
heart, These nations are more tl^an I ; how can I dispossess them P 18. Thou 
shalt not be afraid of them : but shalt well remember what the Lobd thy God 
did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt ; 19. The great temptations which 
thine eyes saw, and the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, and 
the stretched out arm, whereby the Lobd thy God brought thee out : so shall the 
Lobd thy God do unto all the people of whom thou art afraid. 20. Moreover 
the Lobd thy God will send the hornet among them, until they that are left, 
and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed. 21. Thou shalt not be affirighted 
at them : for the Lobd thy God is among you, a mighir God and terrible. 
22. And the Lobd thy God will put out those nations before thee bv little and 
little : thou mayest not consume them at once, lest the beasts of the field in- 
crease upon thee. 23. But the Lobd thy God shall deliver them unto thee, 
and shall destroy them with a mighty destruction, until they be destroyed. 
24. And He shall deliver their kings into thine hand, and thou shalt destroy 
their name from under heaven : there shall no man be able to stand before 
thee, until thou have destroyed them. 25. The graven images of their gods 
shall ye bum with fire : thou shalt not desire the silver or gold that is on them, 
nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein : for it is an abomination to 
the Lobd thy God. 26. Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine 
house, lest thou be a cursed thing like it : but thou shalt utterly detest it, and 
thou shalt utterly abhor it ; for it is a cursed thing. 



governed the Jews by a system 
of temporal rewards and punish- 
ments. 

1 6. Hiou shalt consume, by slay- 
ing and despoiling them. 

18. Thou shalt not he cfraid, 
1 S. John iv. 4 : "Ye are of God, 
little children, and have overcome 
them : because greater is He That 
is in you, than he that is in the 
world." 



20. Hornet, Josh. xxiv. 12. 
Comp. Wisd. xii. 8—10. 

22. Not consume. They were 
left for a time to correct the pride 
of the Israelites, and to teach 
them watchfulness. 

26. An abomination. An idol. 
The idols which Christians have 
to abhor are, the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life. 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTEE EASTEE. 

MoBKiKO-. Deuteronomy viii. 

The Sunday next before Ascension Day is called Rogation (t. «., supplication) 
Sunday f as being, with the three following days, set apart for solemn prayer to 
God to turn away the temporal punishments for our sins deserved, and for 
asking His blessing upon the fruits qf the earth. The office qf Moses, through 
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whom the Jewi received the benefits which God tent them^ is a faint type of the 
gracious work carried on now by Christ in heaven, Moses* parting exhortation 
reminds us of Chris fs last words on earth btfore *' He was taken up.** 

1. All the cammandments which 1 command thee this day shall ye obsenre 
to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land which 
the LoBD sware unto your &thers. 2. And thou shalt remember all the way 
which the Lobd thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to 
humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no. 3. And He humbled thee, 
and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, 
neither did thy fathers know ; that He might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every word that prooeedeth out of the mouth of 
the Lobd doth man live. 4. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither 
did thy foot swell, these forty years. 5. Thou shalt also consider in thine 
heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the Lobd thy GtoD^hasteneth thee. 
6. Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lobd thy Ck)D, to 
walk in His ways, and to fear Him. 7. For the Lobd thy God bringeth thee 
into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that 
spring out of valleys and hiUs ; 8. A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, 
and ^ trees, and pomegranates ; a land of oil olive, and honey : 9. A land 
wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing 
in it ; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig 
brass. 10. When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the Lobd 
thy God for the good land which He hath given thee. 11. Beware that thou 
forget not the Lobd thy God, in not keeping His commandments, and His 
juc^gments, and His statutes, which I command thee this day : 12. Lest when 
thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein ; 
13. And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold 
is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multipUed ; 14. Then thine heart be 
lifted up, and l^ou forget the Lobd thy God, which brought thee forth out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage ; 15. Who led thee through 
that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, 
and drought, where there was no water ; Who brought thee forth water out 
of the ro<^ of flint j 16. Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which 
thy &thers knew not, that He might humble thee, and that He might prove 



1. "Be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves." S. James i. 22. 

2. All the way, A t^e of the 
Christian's life, which is a state 
of probation or trial, during his 
passage to the heavenly Canaan. 

3. jFed thee. Those whom God 
afflicts He feeds with heavenly 
consolation. 

By every word. By every thing 
which He appoints, or decrees, for 
that purpose. S. Matt. iv. 4. 

4. Their clothes were miracu- 



I 2 



lously preserved from wearing 
out. Neh. ix. 21. Christians may 
well trust the Lobd's word, S. 
Matt. vi. 31-33. 

9. Iron, Iron is as plentiful as 
stones. Brass, i.e., copper. Ch. 
xxziii. 25. All these good things 
in "the pleasant land" (Ps. cvi. 
24) are types of the graces and 
blessings of the kingdom of hea- 
ven, the Church. 

16. Mery serpents. Numb, 
xxi. 6. 

16. Might humble thee. To show 
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flocks of thy sheep, in the land which He swtae unto thy &then to give thee. 
14. Thou shalt be blessed aboye all people : there shall not be male or female 
barren among you, or amon^ your cattle. 15. And the Lobd will take away 
from thee all sickness, and will put none of the eyil diseases of Egypt, whicn 
thou knowest^ upon thee ; but will lay them upon all them that hate thee. 
16. And thou shalt consmne all the people which the Lobd thy God shall de- 
liyer thee ; thine eye shall haye no pity upon them : neither shalt thou serye 
their gods ; for that will be a snare unto thee. 17. If thou shalt say in thine 
heart. These nations are more tl^an I ; how can I dispossess them ? 18. Thou 
shalt not be afraid of them : but shalt well remember what the Lobd thy Qojy 
did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt ; 19. The great temptations which 
thine eyes saw, and the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, and 
the stretched out arm, whereby the Lobd thy God brought thee out : so shall the 
Lobd thy GtOD do unto all the people of whom thou art afraid. 20. Moreoyer 
the Lobd thy Gt0J> will send the hornet among them, until they that are left, 
and hide themselyee from thee, be destroyed. 21. Thou shalt not be affirighted 
at them : for the Lobd thy God is among you, a mighir God and terrible. 
22. And the Lobd thy God will put out those nations before thee by little and 
little : thou mayest not consume them at once, lest the beasts of me field in- 
crease upon thee. 23. But the Lobd thy God shall deliyer them unto thee, 
and shall destroy them with a mighty destruction, until they be destroyed. 
24. And He shAll deliyer their kings into thine hand, and thou shalt destroy 
their name from under heayen : there shall no man be able to stand before 
thee, until thou haye destroyed them. 25. The grayen images of their gods 
shall ye bum with fire : thou shalt not desire the silyer or gold that is on them, 
nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein : for it is an abomination to 
the Lobd thy Gk)D. 26. Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine 
house, lest thou be a cin*8ed thing like it : but thou shalt utterly detest it, and 
thou shalt utterly abhor it j for it is a cursed thing. 



goyemed the Jews by a systein 
of temporal rewards and punish- 
ments. 

16. Tkou shalt coruume,hj slaj- 
ing and despoiling them. 

18. Thau shalt not be c^raid, 
1 S. John iv. 4 : "Ye are of God, 
little children, and haye overcome 
them : because greater is He That 
is in you, than he that is in the 
world." 



20. Momet, Josh. xxiv. 12. 
Comp. Wisd. xiL 8—10. 

22- Not consume. They were 
left for a time to correct the pride 
of the Israelites, and to teach 
them watchfnlness. 

26. An abomination. An idol. 
The idols which Christians have 
to abhor are, the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life. 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTEE EASTEE. 

MoBKiNO-. Deuteronomy yiii. 

The Sunday next before Ateension Day is called Rotation (t. «., suppUeaiUm) 
Sunday, as being, with the three following days, tet apart for iolenm prayer to 
God to turn away the temporal punishments for our sins deserved, and for 
asking His blessing upon the fruits qf the earth. The office qf Moses f through 
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time the Lobd separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the ooTenant of 
the LoBD, to stand before the Lobd to minister unto Him, and to bless in His 
Name, imto this day. 9. Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inheritance with 
his brethren ; the Lobd is his inheritance, according as the Lobd thy God 
promised him. 10. And I stayed in the momit, according to the first time, 
forty days and forty nights ; and the Lobd hearkened mito me at that time 
abo, and the Lobd would not destroy thee. 11. And the Lobd said unto me, 
Arise, take thy journey before the people, that they may go in and possess the 
land, which I sware unto their rathers to give unto them. 12. And now, 
Israel, what doth the Lobd thy Gk)D require of thee, but to fear the Lobd thy 
Gk)D, to walk in all His ways, and to lore Him, and to serve the Lobd thy 
Ck)D with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 13. To keep the command* 
ments of the Lobd, and His statutes, which I command thee this day for thy 
good ? 14. Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the Lobd'b thy 
God, the earth also, with all that therein is. 15. Only the Lobd had a de- 
light in thy fathers to love them, and He chose their seed after them, even you 
above all people, as it is this day. 16. Circumcise therefore the foreskin of 
your heart, and be no more stiffiiecked. 17. For the Lobd your Q-od is God 



ver. 5. So before His Ascensdon 
Chbist " separated" His Apostles. 

To hear ike ark. Applicable to 
the lower grades of the Christian 
ministry, who assist in maintain- 
ing the form and frame of the 
Church, though they may not in- 
terfere with the highest mysteries. 

To stand, &c. This belongs to 
the priests alone. 

9. His inheritance. The clergy 
are God's lot or inheritance («c^^- 
por). Things offered to the Lobd 
support the Priesthood. 1 Cor. 
ix. 13, 14 : " Do je not know that 
they which mimster about holy 
things live of the things of the 
temple P and they which wait at 
the altar are partakers with the 
altar F Even so hath the Lobd 
ordained that they which preach 
the Gt>spel should live of the 



11. Arise. So Chbist on this 
day arose and took His journey 
before us into heaven, that we 
might also ascend and with Him 
continually dwell. 

12. And now. After the Lobd 
has so often pardoned and restored 
you. 



To fear. Ps. cxii. 1—3: 
sed is the man that feareth the 
Lobd: that delighteth greatly in 
His commandments. His seed 
shall be mighty upon earth: the 

feneration of tne upright shall be 
lessed. Wealth and riches shall 
be in his house : and his righ- 
teousness endureth for ever." 

13. To keep, 1 S. John v. 3 : 
" This is the love of GrOD, that we 
keep His commandments." 

14. Great as is God's authority, 
and wide as is His dominion, yet 
He hath chosen you out of all 
creatures, to be His peculiar peo- 
ple: therefore fear and love Him. 

Heaoen of heavens. The lush- 
est heavens, the throne of Gk)d 
Himself. 

16. The foreskin cf your heart. 
Cut off all spiritual blindness and 
perversity, sinful passions and 
affections. Circumcision obliged 
to purity of heart and holiness of 
life. Eom. ii. 28, 29. Comp. 1 
S. Pet. iii. 21: "Baptism doth 
also now save us, not the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience 
toward God." 
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flocks of thy sheep, in the land which He iware unto thy Others to giye thee. 
14. Thou shalt be blessed aboye all peoule : there shall not be male or female 
barren among you, or among your cattle. 15. And the Lobd will take away 
from thee all sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which 
thou knowest, upon thee ; but will lay them upon all them that hate thee. 
16. And thou shalt consume all the people whicn the Lobd thy G-OD shall de- 
liver thee *, thine eye shall haye no pity upon them : neither shalt thou serve 
their gods { for that will be a snare unto tiiee. 17. If thou shalt say in thine 
heart. These nations are more tl)an I j how can I dispossess them P 18. Thou 
shalt not be afraid of them : but shalt well remember what the Lobd thy GoD 
did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Bgypt ; 19. The great temptations which 
thine eyes saw, and the signs, and the wonders, and the mignty hand, and 
the stretched out arm, whereby the Lobd thy God brought thee out : so shall the 
Lobd thy God do unto all the people of whom thou art afraid. 20. Moreover 
the Lobd thy God will send tne nomet among them, until they that are left, 
and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed. 21. Thou shalt not be affirighted 
at them t for the Lobd thy God is amons you, a mighty God and terrible. 
22. And the Lobd thy God will put out tnose nations before thee by little and 
Uttle : thou mayest not consume them at once, lest the beasts of the field in- 
crease upon thee. 23. But the Lobd thy God shall deliver them unto thee, 
and shall destroy them with a might;jr destruction, until they be destroyed. 
24. And He sluiJl deliyer their kings into thine hand, and thou shalt destroy 
their name from under heayen : there shall no men be able to stand before 
thee, until thou have destroyed them. 25. The graven images of their gods 
shall ye bum with fire t thou shalt not desire the silver or ^old that is on them, 
nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein ; for it is an abomination to 
the Lobd thy God. 26. Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine 
house, lest thou be a cursed thing like it : but thou shalt utterly detest it, and 
thou shalt utterly abhor it ; for it is a cursed thing. 



goyerned the Jews by a sygtem 
of temporal rewards and punish- 
ments. 

1 6. Thou shalt oomume, by slay- 
ing and despoiling them. 

l8. Thou shalt not be qfraid* 
1 8. John ir. 4 : "Ye are of God, 
little children, and haye oyercome 
them : because greater is He That 
is in you, than ne that is in the 
world." 



20. H(ymeL Josh. zzir. 12. 
Comp. Wisd. xii. 8—10. 

22. Not consume. They were 
left for a time to correct the pride 
of the Israelites, and to teach 
them watchfulness. 

26. An abomination. An idol. 
The idols which Christians hare 
to abhor are, the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life. 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER BASTEB. 

MoBVivo. Deuteronomy viii. 

7%e Sunday next btfore AteensUm Day is called Rogation {i, #., supplieation) 
Sunday f as being, with the three following days, eet apart for eolemn prayer to 
Ood to turn away the temporal punishmente for our eine deeervea, and for 
asking Hie bleeeing upon the fruite of the earth. The office qf Moeee, through 
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Elisha, tarry here, I pmy thee $ for the Lobd hath aent me to Jericho. And 
he said, As the Lobp Uveth, and aa thy soul liyeth, I will not leave thee. So 
they came to Jericho. 5. And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho 
came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lobd will take away 
thy master from thy head to-day ? And he answered, Yea, I know it ; hold 
ye your peace. 6. And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here ; for 
the Lobd hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the Lobd liTeth, and 
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. 7. And 
fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afiur off: and 
they two stood by Jordan. 8. And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it 
together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so 
that they two went over on dry ground. 9. And it came to pass, when they 
were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shaU do for thee, 
before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double 
portion of thy spirit be upon me. 10. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard 
thing : nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so 
unto thee ; but if not, it shall not be so. XI. And it came to pass, as they still 
went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses 
of fire, and parted them both asunder ; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven. 12. And Ehsha saw it, and he cried, My father, my fiMlier, the 
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more : and 
he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 13. He took 
up also the mantle of EUjah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by 



7. Stood to view. Knowing by 
reyelation what was to happen. 
Comp. 1 Cor. xv. 6. 

8. Went over. The road to hea- 
ven is through the waters of death ; 
but they shall not swallow ns up, 
if we trust in Chbist. 

9. A double portion. This was 
a holy ambition that he might be 
worthy to succeed his master. So 
the Cnristian receives a two-fold 
portion of the Spirit, viz., that 
needful for his own sanctification, 
and that requisite to enable him 
to do his Master's business. 

10. Jfthou see me. So Chbist 
declared to His disciples that if 
they believed in Him after He 
was gone from them, if they saw 
Him risen, and in heart and mind 
ascended with Him, they should 
have greater power tihan He had 
manifested already among them : 
"greater works man these shall 
he do, because I go unto My Fa- 
THEB." S. John ziv. 12. 
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It shall he so. EHsha's mira- 
cles are double in number (24) 
those of Elijah, and seem to have 
been efiTected with greater eajse and 
majesty ; as Chbist in His Church 
does greater things than He did 
before His ABcension. 

11. Setwen, Either heaven it- 
self, (though the more probable be- 
lief is that Elijah must die before 
he puts on the glorified body which 
alone can enter heaven,) — or Paira- 
dise, — or a secret place of God, 
thence to re-appear as one of the 
two witnesses at tiie end of the 
world. Rev. xi. 3. 

12. My father. The very ex- 
pression used at his own depar- 
ture. Ch. xiii. 14 

The chariot, &c. An abrupt 
speech, left unfinished, and imply- 
ing that Israel had lost its cnief 
strength, in losing ElijcJi. 

jRent them. In token of sc^rrow 
for his loss. 

13. The mantle, Elisha with 
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SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 
MoBNiKa. Deuteronomy xii. 

This Sunday stands between the acceptance qf the offering made by Christ 
and the consequent bestowal of the gift which was to make the Catholic Church 
that which it is, Moses went up into the mountain to receive the pattern of the 
tabernacle ; so Christ went up to heaven that He might send the Holy Spirit to 
form His Church, the ** true Tabernacle.** The laws and ordinances regarding 
the sanctuary and the priests, teach us that in Christ* s kingdom we must not do 
that which is right in our own eyes, but obey the laws of that kingdom* 

1. These are the statutes and judgments, which ye shall observe to do in the 
land, which the Lord God of thy &thers giveth thee to possess it, all the days 
that ye live upon the earth. 2. Ye shall utterly destroy all the places, wherein 
the nations which ye shall possess served their gods, upon the high mountains, 
and upon the hiUs, and under every green tree : 3. And ye shall overthrow 
their altars, and break their pillars, and bum their groves with fire j and ye 
shall hew down the graven images of their gods, and destroy the names of them 
out of that place. 4. Ye sheJl not do so unto the Lobd your God. 5. But 
unto the place which the Lobd your God shall choose out of all your tribes to 
put His name there, even unto His habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou 
shalt come : 6. And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your 
sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and 
your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks : 
7. And there ye shall eat before the Lobd your God, and ye shall rejoice in all 
that ye put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the Lobd thy 
God hath blessed thee. 8. Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here 
this day, every man whatsoever is right in his own eyes. 9. For ye are not 
as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the Lobd your God giveth 
you. 10. But when ye go over Jordan, and dweU in the land which the Lobd 

1. In the land. If we would 
live in the Church we must obey 
its laws. 

4. Ye shall rwt do so. Ye shall 
not sacrifice on mountains, &c., 
wherever ye will. 

5. Unto the place. As first at 
Gibeon (1 Chron. xvi. 37, 39,) and 
at Jerusalem and the temple in 
after time. 1 Kings viii. 29. An 
argument against schism. 

To put His name. To be spe- 
eially honoured there, and there 
to dwell. 

6. Tithes, Not those paid to 
the Levites, but the second tithe, 
the tithe of the ninth part. Ch. 
ziy. 22, 23. 



Heave offering. That part of the 
meat offering, raised ("neaved") 
in thanksgivmg to heaven, and set 
apart for the priest. 

Vows, Oflterings vowed. 

7. There ye shall eat. So, speak- 
ing generally, the Holj Eucharist 
may not be offered m nnconse- 
crated places. Among the Jews 
thank-offerings and peaoe-offer- 
ings were eaten. Both of these 
the Eucharist is to ns. 

8. Whatsoever is right. The 
ceremonial law was necessarily 
very partially observed in the wil- 
derness. Compare the imperfect 
state of the Corinthian Church, 1 
Cor. iii. 1, 2. 
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your QoD giveth you to inherit, and when He giveth yon rest firom sH your 
enemies round about, so that ye dwell in safety ; 11. Then there shall be a 
place which the Lord your God shall (^ooee to cause His name to dwell there : 
thither shall ye bring all that I command you ; your burnt offerings, and your 
sacrifices, your tithes, and the heaye offering of your hand, and all your choice 
TOWS which ye vow unto the Lobd : 12. And ye shall rejoice before the Lokd 
your God, ye, and your sons, and your daughters, and your mensemmts, and 
your maidservants, and the Levitethat is within your gates i forasmuch as he 
hath no part nor inheritance with you. 13. Take heed to thyself that thou 
offer not thy burnt offerings in every place that thou seeet : 14. But in the 
place which the Lobd shall choose in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt o£^ 
thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt do all that I command thee. IS. Not- 
withstanding thou mayeet Idll and eat flesh in all thy gates, whatsoerer ^j 
ioul lusteth after, according to the blessing of the Lokd thy God which He 
hath given thee : the unclean and the clean may eat thereof as of the roebuck, 
f^nd as of the hart, 16. Only ye shall not eat the blood ; ye shall pour it upon 
the earth as water. 17. Thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tithe of thy 
Qom, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, or the firstlings of thy herds or of thy fiocks, 
nor any of thy vows which thou vowest, nor thy freewill offerings, or heave 
offering of thine hand : 18. But thou must eat them before the Loud thy 
God in the place which the Lobd thy God shall choose, thou, and thy son, and 
thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that 
is within thy gates ; and thou shalt rejoice before the Lobd thy God in all that 
tliou puttest thine hands unto. 19. Take heed to thyself that thou forsake 
not the Levite as long as thou liyest upon the earth. 20. When the Lobd 
thy God shall enlarge thy border, as He hath promised thee, and thou shalt 
say, I will eat flesl^ because thy soul longeth to eat flesh ; thou mayest ea^ 



11. Heb. X. 26. "Not fowak- 
ing the assembling of oarselyeg to- 
gether, as the manner of some is." 

12. Youraates, The forty-eight 
cities which nave been given them 
by you yourselves. 

15. In all thy gatei. In the 
wilderness all beasts killed for 
food were first piwented to God 
in the tabemiiole, Ijev. xvii. 1 — 6, 
and so were considered as peace- 
offerings ; this rule was not to 
obtain after t}ie settlement in Ca- 
naan. See V. 20. 

The unolectn. Hitherto the le- 
eally unclean had been debarred 
n*om animal food, because they 
might not eat of peace-offerings. 

A^ of. As they may eat of. 
ThouRU these animals were not 
available for sacrifice. Oh. xiv. 6. 

16. As water. With no ipecial 
religious rite. 



17. The tithe. See note, ver. 6. 

FiraUingt, Not the first-born 
males, which belonged to the 
priests. Perhaps, the first-bonx 
females, or some voluntarily de- 
dicated after the setting aside of 
the first-bom. 

19. Members of CHEiST*sChurch 
are not to choose their own minis- 
ters, not to *' heap to themselves 
teachers." 2 Tim. iv. 3. 

20 — 22. The dispensation of Yier. 
15 is explained to prevent penKms 
hereafter dwelling far from Jeru- 
salem from fancying that they 
mi^ht kill beasts for their owii 
eatmg, hy wajfoT scusrifice, at their 
own homes, liiey might kill and 
eat sacrificial animals, as sheep 
and oxen, but only as oomnlion 
meat. Thua was secured unity 
of worship. 
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flash, whatsoever thy soul lusteth after. 21. If the place whioh the LoBB thy 
Gk>i> hath chosen to put His name there he too fiu* from thee, then thou shalt 
kill of thy herd and oi thy flock, which the Lord hath given thee, as I have 
commanded thee, and thou shalt eat in thy gates whatsoever thy soul lusteth 
after. 22. Even as the roebuck and the hart is eaten, so thou shalt eat them : 
the unclean and the clean shall eat of them alike. 23. Only be sure that thou 
eat not the blood ; for the blood is the life ; and thou mayest not eat the life 
with the flesh. 24. Thou shalt not eat it ; thou shalt pour it ux>on the earth 
as water. 25. Thou shalt not eat it ; that it may go well with thee, and with 
thy children after thee, when thou shalt do that whioh is right in the sight of 
the LoBD. 26. Only thy holy things which thou hast, and thy vows, thou 
shalt take, and go unto the place which the Lord shall choose : 27. And 
thou shaltr offer Uiy burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of 
the JjGkd thy God : and the blood of thy sacrifices shall be poured out upon 
the altar of Uie Lord thy Gk>D, and thou shalt eat the flesh. Z8. Observe and 
hear all these words which I command thee, that it may go well with thee^ and 
with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest tli^t which is good and 
right in the sight of the Lobd thy God. 29. When the Lord thy God shall 
cut off the nations from before thee, whither thou goest to possess them, and 
thou suooeedest them, and dweUest in their land : 30. Ts^e heed to thyself 
that thou be not snared by following them, after that they be destroyed from 
before tliee ; and that thou enquire not after <^eir gods, saying, How did these 
nations serve th^ gods ? even so will I do likewise. 31. ^ou shalt not do 
eo unto the Lord thy God t for every abomination to the Lord, which He 
hateth, have they done unto their gods ; for even their sons and their daughters 
they have burnt in the fire to their gods. 32. What thing soever I conunand 
you, observe to do it : thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it. 



21, The place. See on v. 6. 
30. So will I do. The trae Is- 
raelite must neither serve false 



gods, nor worship the Lord in an 
tmlawfxil manner. S. John iy. 24. 



EvEKiNa. Deuteronomy xiii. 

ChrUVs Church must be on its guard against false teachers, GotTs law is one 
and uniform ; and no one is to be believed^ though he were even to work a miracle 
m order to deceive " the electa** if he seek to seduce men from the plain way qf 
salvation. Gal, i. 8. 

1. If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams^ and eiveth 
thee a sign or a wonder, 2. And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof 
he spake unto thee, saying. Let us go after other cods, which thou hast not 
known, and let us serve them : 3. Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of 
that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams ; for the Lord your God proveth you, 
to know whether ye love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul. 4. Te shall walk after the LoRD your God, and £Mir Him, and 



1. A prophet, A preacher or 
teacher. 

Sign or wonder. As Christ 
foretold Uiat false prophets in the 



last days should do. S. Matt, 
xxiy. 24. 

4. We can only judge of the 
truth when we ourselyes are obe- 
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keep His oommuidmento, and obey Has roice, and ye shall serve Him, and 
cleave unto Him. 5. And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be 
put to death ; because he hath spoken to turn you away fiK>m the Lobd your 
God, Which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of 
the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the Lobd thy Gk)D 
commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away fiK>m the midst 
of thee. 6. If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, 
or the wife of thy bosom, or thy firiend, which is as thine own soul, entice thee 
secretly, saying, Liet us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not known, 
thou, nor th^ fathers ; 7. Namely, of the gods of the people which are round 
about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth 
even unto the other end of the earth ; 8. Thou shalt not consent unto him, 
nor hearken unto him : neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou 
spare, neither shalt thou conceal him : 9. But thou shalt surely kill him ; 
thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterwards the 
hand of all the people. 10. And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he 
die ; because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the Lobd thy Gk)D, 
Which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, firom the house of bondage. 
11. And all Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such wicked- 
ness as this is among you. 12. If thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities, 
which the Lobd thy God hath given thee to dwell there, saying, 13. Certain 
men, the children of Belial, are gone out from among you, and have withdrawn 
the inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which ye 
have not known ; 14. Then shalt thou enquire, and make search, and ask 
diligently ; and, behold, if it be truth, and the thing certain, that such abomi- 
nation is wrought among you ; 15. Thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of 
that city with the edge of the sword, destroying it utterly, and all that is therein, 
and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the sword. 16. And thou shalt gather 
all the spoil of it into the midst of the street thereof, and shalt bum with fire 
the city, and all the spoil thereof every whit, for the Lobd thy 6K)D .* and it 
shall be an heap for ever j it shall not be built again. 17. And there shall 
cleave nought of the cursed thing to thine hand : that the Lobd may turn from 
the fierceness of His anger, and show thee mercy, and have compassion upon 
thee, and multiplv thee, as He hath sworn unto thy fiithers : 18. When thou 
shalt hearken to the voice of the Lobd thy God, to keep all His commandments 
which I command thee this day, to do that which is right in the eyes of the 
Lobd thy God. 



dient to God. S. John vii. 17: 
" If any man will do His will, he 
shall know of the doctrine, whe- 
ther it be of God, or whether I 
speak of Myself." 

9. Shalt kill, i.e., after legal 
condemnation. Comp. Ch. xvii. 7. 

13. Children of Belial. Belial 
means "worthless," or "apostate;" 
" CMLdren of Belial" are lawless. 



wicked persons. Belial afterwards 
was used for " the devil." 2 Cor. 
vi. 15. 

15. Compare the case of the 
Beubenites, &c. Josh. xxii. 12, 
sqq. 

16. For the Lord, In honour 
of God. Such destruction was a 
kind of sacrifice. 
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At this time the Holt Ghost, Whom Cheibt had promised to send, 
came down upon the Apostles, enabling th^n to rule, teach, and per- 
petuate the Church. We ther^re how commemorate the Person and 
office of the Holt Spirit, Who dwells in the Church to apply the 
merits of Christ's Eedemption, and to give and sustain spiritual life. 

WHITSUN DAY. 

MoBNUTQ^. Deuteronomy xvi. 1 — ^17. 

The Jewish feast of Pentecost ^ celebrated seven full weeks after the Passover^ 
was a type of the feast of Whitsun Day, kept fifty days qfter Easter, The 
Jews then commemorated the giving qf the old law in the midst qf the terrors of 
Mount Sinai f and the ingathering of wheat harvest. We celebrate the giving q/* 
the new covenant, the law of love, and the ingathering qf souls by the labours of 
the Apostles. 

1. Obserye the month of Abib, and keep the passoTer mito the Loan thy 
God : for in the month of Abib the Loan thy Gfon brought thee forth out of 
Egypt by night. 2. Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the passover unto the 
XiOKD thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the place which the Lobd shall 
choose to place His name there. 3. Thou shalt eat no leayened bread with 
it ; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread therewith, even the bread of 
affliction ; for thou earnest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste : that thou 
mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt all 
the days of thy life. 4. And there shall be no leavened bread seen with thee 
in all thy coast seven days ; neither shall there any thing of the flesh, which 
thou sacriflcedst the first day at even, remain all night until the morning. 
5. Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover within any of thy gates, which the 
Lobd thy God giveth thee : 6. But at the place which the Lobd thy God 
shall choose to place His name in, there thou shalt sacrifice the passover at 
even, at the going down of the sun, at the season that thou camest forth out of 
Egypt. 7. And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place which the Lobd thy 
God shall choose : and thou shalt turn in the morning, and go unto thy tents. 

8. Six days thou shalt eat unleavened bread : and on the seventh day shall be 
a solemn assembly to the Lobd thy God : thou shalt do no work therein. 

9. Seven weeks eSialt thou number unto thee: begin to number the seven 
weeks from such time as thou beginnest to put the sickle to the com. 10. 
And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the Lobd thy God with a tribute 



1. Observe. The death of Christ 
is to be remembered every day. 
See notfes on Easter Day, morning. 

2. The passover. T!he Paschal 
victims. Num. xxviii. 19. In v. 
6 it means the Paschal lamb. 

9. The first harvest is a figure 
of the calling of Israel ; the second, 



or wheat harvest, is the gathering 
of the Christian Church. S. Matt, 
ix. 37, 38. Seven is the number 
of perfection. 

10. ^east qf weeks. Pentecost, 
the fiftieth day (a week of weeks) 
after the Passover. Lev. xsdii. 
15—21. Whitsun is from Pfing- 
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of a freewill offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto the Lobd thy 
God, according as the Lobd thy Gk>D hath blessed thee : 11. And thou shalt 
rejoice before the Lobd thy Gk)D, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and 
thy manseryantt and thy maidserrant,^ and the Levite that is within thy gates, 
and the stranger, and the fieitherless/and the widow, that are among you, in 
the place which the Lobd thy God hath chosen to place His name thesis. 
12. And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt : and thou 
shalt obserre and do these statutes. 13. Thou shalt obserre the feast of 
tabernacles seren days, after that thou hast gathered in thy com and thy 
wine : 14. And thou shalt rejoioe in thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy 
daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the liievite, the 
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are within thy gates. 
15. Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the Lobd thy God in the 
place which the Lobd shall choose : because the Lobd thy Gtoj> shall bless 
thee in all thine increase, and in all the works 6f thine hands, therefore thou 
shalt surely rejoice. 16. Three times in a year shall all thy males appear 
before the Lobd thy God in the place which He shall choose | in the feast of 
imleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the fisast of tabernacles : 
and they shall not appear before the Lobd empty : 17. Every man shall give 
as he is able, aocordmg to the blessing of the Lobd thy Gk>D which He ^th 
given thee. 



sten (old Saxon), a corruption of 
Pentecost. 

13. Feast qf tabernacles. Lev. 
xxiii. ; Neh. viii. This feast com- 
memorated the dwellinff in booths 
in the wilderness, ana the flow- 
ing of water from the rock, and 
was typical of the Incarnation of 
Christ (S. John i. 14), and the 
eflftision of the Holy Spirit. It 
celebrated the ingathering of the 
fruits (Ex. xxiii. 16), and fore- 
shadowed the spiritual fruits to 



be gathered into the Church after 
the descent of the Holt Spibit. 

16. Three times. Hence the in- 
jimction in the Prayer Book about 
the duty of communicating at 
least three times in tlie year. 

Fea^t qf unleavened bread. The 
Passover. 

17. Shall give, 2 Cor, viii. 12. 
But it applies not to alms only, 
but to me right use of aU the 
talents which God gives to Chris- 
tians. 



EVENllv^a. Isaiah xi. 

T^e prophet here describes the Person qf the Redeemer {verses 1 — ^5), the 
character of His kingdom (verses 6 — 9), and what He will accomplish for the 
heathen and His people (verses 10—16). The Holy Ghost in fidl measure 
shall rest upon Him ; discord and sin shall cease; and the Jews shall enter His 
kingdom, which shall in the end embrace all nations, 

1. And there shall come forth a Bod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 



1. A rod, A shoot, a twig, 
Chbist. 

Out (f the stem. The stock of 
a tree that has been cut down. 

(^ Je$s^ Instead of Pavid; 



the humbler, instead of the royal 
ancestor, to denote that the family 
of David would then have sunL 
very low. Ch. liii. 2. 
J. JBranch, Heb. : netzer^ from 
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BhaQ grow out of hk roots j 2. And the Spirit of the Jjord bYmJI rert upon 
Him, the tpirit of wisdom and understaadine, the spirit of oomisel and mighty 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lobd; 3* And shall make 
Him of quiok moiderttaDding in the fear of the Lobd : and He shall not judge 
after the sight <^ His eyes, neither reprore after the hearing of His ears: 
4. But with righteousness shall He judge the poor, and reproTe with equity 
for the meek of the earth : and He ahall smite the earth with the rod of His 
mouth, and with the breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked. 5. And righ* 
teousnese shall be the girdle of His loins, and faithTOlnass the gunUs of His reins. 
6. The wolf also shall dwdl with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid ; and the calf and the young lion and the £tttling together ; and a little 



which peiiiaps came the word 
Nazarene, applied to Chbist. 

JBoots. To prore that Chbist 
had a true hoaj, and that it was 
propagatedfrom Adam, the ''roots" 
beinff the progenitors of the Yir- 
gin Mary. 

2. The Spirit. With His se» 
Tenfold gifts. So in measure is 
the Holt Ghost, with all His 

gifts, imparted in Confirmation, 
ee the Bishop's Prayer in the 
Confirmation Office. 

Shall rest. Make His eternal 
dwelling in Chbist. S. John i. 
82. 

Wisdom, secures the best means 
to attain tiie best end. Col. ii. 3. 

Understanding. The facoltj bj 
which we attain to the knowledge 
of mysteries. 

Counsel. The power of making 
wise resolutions and a right choice. 

Might. Op "ghostly strength," 
rigonr, energy, and perseyeranoe 
in duty. 

Knowledge^ teaches the will of 
God. 

Fear of the Lord. Or " true 
godliness," piety, and holiness. 

8. QfUick understanding in the 
fear of the Lord. Or *' delight in 
the fear," equiralent to "holy 
fear," the reyerential awe of Gk>D. 

4. Msprove. He shall reprove 
their oppressors in behalf of the 
humble and meek. 



Shall smite the earth. The 
earthly, the wicked. As "the 
world " is used in the New Tes* 
tament. 

The rod of Sis mouth. " One 
rou^h word" (Wisd. xii. 0) inflicts 
punishment on the transgressors. 
teer. i. 16, "Out of His mouth 
went a shaip two-edged sword." 

Breath qf Sis lips. Indigna- 
tion expressed in words. 2 Thess. 
ii. 8. 

The wicked. Perhaps the " An* 
tichrist," as in 2 Thess. 

6. Eiffhteousness and faithful* 
ness shiul adhere closely to Him. 
Eph. Ti. 14. Comp. Ps. cix. 18, 19. 

6—9. These verses point not 
only to a reign of peace, but to a 
return to the original condition of 
Eden. See note, Isa. Ley. 25. The 
removal of moral evil from the 
rational creation shall be accom- 
panied by the removal of the 
reflection of it in the irrational 
creation. Eom. viii. 19 — 23. 

6. Another meaning of this 
passage is, that in the Church all 
ranks, characters, and faculties, 
are embraced and find their home. 

A little child. I Cor. i. 27: 
"God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound 
the wise: and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are 
mighty." So Chbist set a little 
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child shall lead them. 7. And the cow and the hear ihaU feed ; their 
yonng ones shall lie down together : and the Uon shall eat straw like the ox. 
8. And the suokinff child sludl play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall pnt his hand on the cockatrice' den. 9. They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all My holy mountain : for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 10. And in that day there shall be 
a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people ; to it shaU the 
Ghentiles seek : and His rest shall be glorious. 11. And it shall come to pass 
in that day, that the Lobd shall set His hand again the second time to reooyer 
the remnant of His people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, 
and fi^m Fathros, and nrom Cush, and from Elam, and nrom Shinar, and from 
Hamath, and fi^m the islands of the sea. 12. And He shall set up an ensign 



child in the midst of His Apostles 
as an example, and as the great- 
est in the kmgdom of heayen. 

7. Cote and bear. Clean and 
unclean shall feed on God*s word. 

T^eir y<nmg onei. The families 
of Christians united in holy love 
and the participation of oaera- 
ments. 

lAon — ox, Sling and rustic. 

Straw, The plain meaning of 
Scripture, or the simple rudiments 
of the faith. 

8. Asp, A yenomoufl serpent, 
a type of Satan. S. Luke x. 19 : 
" Behold, I give unto you power 
to tread on serpents and scorpions, 
and oyer all the power of the 
enemy : and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you." 

The cockatrice. The basilisk, 
or the adder. The weaned child 
may refer to Chbist overcoming 
the power of Satan. Or it may 
mean that the pure and innocent 
put the devil to flight, and are not 
harmed by the persecutions and 
tribulations whicu he sends upon 
them. 

9. ffoly mountain. The Church. 
I%e sea. I.e. the depths of the 

sea. 

10. In that day. Messiah's 
time. 

A root. A sprout from the 
root. Eey. xxii. 16. Oomp. Eom. 
xv. 12. 



An ensign, Chbist was the 
banner for the people, for all na- 
tions. S. John xii. 32: "I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, wiU 
draw all men unto Me." 

His rest. Chbist's death. Some 
refer it to the peace of the true 
Christian, a foretaste of the rest 
of heayen. 

11 — 16. The prophet recounts 
the benefits which Messiah's king- 
dom shall confer upon the Jews, 
pointing also generally to the tri- 
umphs of the uhurch alter trouble 
and persecution. 

11. Shall set JERs hand. Shall 
take in hand. 

The second time. The two events 
referred to are the temporal deli- 
verance from Babylon, and the 
spiritual redemption from unbelief. 

Assyria, &c. The spiritual ene- 
mies of the Church. Also, through 
the preaching of the Apostles, 
Jews were converted throughout 
the world. Comp. Acts ii. 9 — 11. 

Fathros. Thebais, or Upper 
Egypt. 

Cush. Is used for more than 
one country. Here probably it 
means a region on tiie Persian 
Gulf (Chusistan), though some say 
it is here, as elsewhere, Ethiopia. 

Elam. Susiana and Persia. 

Shinar, Mesopotamia, gene- 
rally the lower part, to the north» 
east of Babylon. 
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for the natione, and shall assemble the outeaats of Israel, and gather together 
the dispersed of Judah from the four comers of the earth. 13. The enry also 
of Ephraun shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: 
Ephnum shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim. 14. But 

n shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they 
spoil them of the east together : they shall lay their hand upon Edom 
and Moab ; and the children of Ammon shall obey them. 15. And the LOBD 
shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea ; and with His mighty 
wind shall He shake His h^d over the river, and shall smite it in the seven 
streams, and make men go over dryshod. 16. And there shall be an highway 
for the remnant of His people, which shall be left, from Assyria ; like as it 
was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt. 



Hamath, A city in Syria. 
Islands of the sea. All countries 
west of Canaan. 

12. For the ruUions, The Gren- 
tiles shall employ themselves in 
bringing the ci ews into Messiah's 
kingdom. 

13. The envy. Hatred caused 
by Ephraim, which was the chief 
tribe of the kingdom of Israel, 
and at constant enmity with Ju- 
dah. The Prophet means that 
all internal jealousies shall cease. 
Hos. i. 11. 

14. Fh/ vjpon. Like birds of 
prey. Hab. i. 8. The general 
meaning is that the conversion of 
the Jews shall be followed by the 
destruction of spiritual enemies, 
the conversion of^aliens, and peace 
and security. 

Them of the east. Perhaps the 
Arabians. They and the other 
nations mentioned had been the 
chief enemies of the Jews. Comp. 
Ps. Ix. 8: " Moab is my washpot; 
over Edom will I cast out my 



shoe : Philistia, triumph thou be- 
cause of -me." 

16. All hindrances to their re- 
demption shall be removed, as 
formerly when they came f^om 
Egypt. 

The tongue of the Egyptian sea. 
The bay at the head oi the Eed 
Sea, where the Israelites crossed. 
Mystically, worldly learning. 1 
Cor. i. 19, 21. 

The rivter, Euphrates, to make 
a way from Assyria. 

Smite it in, "Smite it into** 
many rivulets, so as to reduce its 
volume. Rev. xvi. 12 : "And the 
sixth angel poured out his vial upon 
the great river Euphrates ; and 
the water thereof was dried up, 
that the way of the kings of the 
east might be prepared.*' Mysti- 
cally, me power of the Holt 
Spieit ("mighty wind") shall dry 
the flow of natiural corruption. 

16. An highway. Comp. ch. 
XXXV. 8—10. 



MONDAY IN WHITSUN WEEK. 
MoBNiNO-. Genesis xi. 1 — 9. 

Once men were all of one family ^ and wed one language : but fir their pride 
and selfeonfdenee they were dispersed, and their language was corifbunded. 
At Whitsuntide the Holy Spirit and the gift qf tongues were bestowed, in order 
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to reitore peuee and unity to mtmkmd. Sin hringi diteord and eonftuion, M« 
Holy Spirit love and order. Sin cauaet eehiem; the Holy Spirit binde into 
One Catholic Church. The eame member (the tongue) which had scattered 
mankind, woe now, when attuned by the Spirit qf Peace, uaed to bring back the 
world to unity, 

1. And the whole earth was of one language and of one speech. 2. And it 
came to pass, aa they journeyed from the east, that the^ found a plain in the 
land of Shinar ; and uiey dwelt there. 3. And they said one to another, Go 
to, let us make hrick, and hum them throughly. And they had hrick for 
stone, and slime had they for morter. 4. And they said, Go to, let us build 
us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven ; and let us make us a 
name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 5. And 
the liOBp came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men 
builded. 6. And the Lobd said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all 
one language ; and this they begin to do t and now nothing will be restrained 
from them, which they haye imagined to do. 7. Go to, let us go down, and 
there confound their language^ that they may not understand one anoUier^s 
speech. 8. So the Losd scattered them abroad from thenoe upon the &ce of 
all the earth : and they left off to build the dty. 9. Therefore is the name of 
it called Babd ; because the Lobs did there confound the language of all the 
earth : and from thenco did the Lobd scatter them abroad upon uie &ce of all 
the earth. 



2. From the east. Babjlon lies 
south of Ararat, where the ark 
rested : perhaps, therefore, '*in the 
east" is the right translation, 

Shinar. See note, Isa. xi. 11. 

8. Slime. Bitumen* with which 
the plains of Babylon abound. 

4. A oitjf. They wished to make 
a centre for a mighty empire, 
spuming patriarchal government. 
This is supposed to have taken 
plaoe under X^imrod, the son of 
tlushs the son of Ham. 

A tower. As a monument of 
iheir power and self-sufficiency. 
The site of this tower has been 
identified with Birs-Nimroud, near 
BaWlon. 

Unto heaven. An arrogant mode 
of expression (comp. Deut. i. 28), 
perhaps with some idea of escaping 
any future deluge. Comp. Isa. xiy. 
13, 14: "Thou hast said in thine 
heart, I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the 



stars of Gon : I will sit also upon 
the mount of the congrenition, in 
the sides of the north : X will as- 
cend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most 
High." 

Lest we he seaMered. Their 
very attempt brought what they 
feared upon them. 

5. Came down. An aocommo- 
dation to men's language (comp. 
oh. xviii. 21), containing the no- 
tion that Grox> proceeds slowly to 
punish. 

Children qf men. The worldly, 
proud, evil jpart of mankind. 
Uomp. ch. vi. 2. 

7. Let us go down. As ch. i. 
26: "Let us make man," where 
see note. So God came down on 
the day of Pentecost in mercy 
and to unite, not in judgment 
and to scatter. 

9. Babel. I.e. confusion. 



XOVDAT IK WHITBtTK W3EK. 



189 



£yxinK0. 2f umben xi. 16—28. 

Ai a meant qfpreterving peace and unity in the Churckt the Holy Spirit eon- 
fere authority upon partictUar persons who are to be obeyed for their office* 
sake s even as Moses, the typical lawgiver and mediator, selected seventy elders 
to be to others what he was to all, 

16. And tlie liOBB said tmto Moms, Gttther nnto Me serenty men of the 
elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers 
oyer them ; and bring them mito the tabernacle of the congregation, that thej 
may stand there with thee. 17. And I will come down and talk with thee 
there : and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon 
them ; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear 
it not thyself alone. 18. And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves 
against to-morrow, and ye shall eat flesh : for ye have w^ in the ears of the 
Ix>BD, nying, Who shall give us flesh to eat P mr it was well with us in Egypt : 
tbfliefore the Lord will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. 19. Te shall not eat 
one day, nor two di^s, nor five di^s, neither ten days, nor twenty days ; 20. 
But eyen a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome 
unto you : because that ye have despised the Load Which is among you, and 
hare wept before Him, saying. Why came we forth out of Egypt ? 21. And 
Moses said. The people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand foot- 
men ; and Thou hast said, I will give them flesh, that they may eat a whole 
month. 22. Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, to suffice them P 
or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them P 
23. And the Lobd said unto Moses, Is the .Lobd's hand waxed short P thou 
shalt see now whether My word shall come to pass unto thee or not. 24. And 
Moses went out, and told the people the words of the Lord, and gathered the 
seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round about the taber- 



16. And the Lord said, Moses 
had complaiued that the burden 
of all the people was more than 
he could bear. Although he had 
been lightened of some portion of 
his duties by tke suggestion of 
Jethro (Ezod. zviii.), vet he was 
the sole referee in all civil mat- 
ters, and had to determine every 
matter connected with tlie wor- 
ship of God. 

Seventy men. The oriein of the 
great Council of the Sannedrim. 

JSldera, Not necessarily in age, 
but in graviiy, piety, &c. 

17. TaJce qf the Spirit Not 
that Gos would dimmish Mosei^ 
spiritual eifts to impart to them, 
but that He wouldja^ve them UJke 
powers. 2 Kings ii. 15. 



18. Sanctify yourselves. Pre- 
pare yourselves "by legal purifica- 
tion. See on Job i. 5. 

EatJUsh, The people had just 
been lusting for flesb. See verses 

20. Despised the Lord. In de- 
spising tbe manna which He pro- 
vided, and the deliverance which 
He wrought for you. 

21. Footmen, able to bear arms. 
The women, children, slaves, and 
mixed multitude are not reckoned. 
With Moses' question (verse 22) 
comp. S. John vi. 7, and the Vir- 
gin Mary's question, S. Luke i. 

22. Cf the sea. The Eed Sea, 
in whose neighbourhood they 
were encamped. 
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nacle. 25. And the Lobd came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and 
took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the sevent j elders : and 
it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and 
did not cease. 26. But there remained two of the men in the camp, the 
name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad : and the spirit 
rested upon them ; and they were of them that were written, hut went not out 
unto the tabemade : and they prophesied in the camp. 27. And there ran a 
young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the 
camp. 28. And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his 
young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them. 29. And Moses 
said unto him, Enyiest thou for my sake ? would Gk)D that all the Lobd's 
people were prophets, and that the Lobd would put His spirit upon them. 



25. They prophes^ied. They not 
only received power to act as ma- 
gistrates, but they were seized 
with a certain enthnsiasm, and 
praised God. 1 Sam. x. 10 ; xix. 
20, where see note. 

26. There remained two. They 
may have been under some legal 
denlement. 

28. forbid them. Compare S. 



Mark ix. 38. Joshna feared that 
Moses' glory and authority would 
be lessened, if others, uncom- 
missioned, as he thought, by him, 
should be allowed to use mia pri- 
vilege. 

29. Moses shows his meekness 
and humility, having no aim to 
his own glory. 



TUESDAY IN WHITSUN WEEK. 

MoBiairo. 1 Samuel xix. 18 — ^24. 

I%e history of Saurs prophetic gifts shows that the Divine office may some^ 
times be exercised by persons whose lives are not sanctified by Ditnne grace. 

18. So David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Bamah, and told 
him all that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and dwelt in 
Kaioth. 19. And it was told Saul, saying. Behold, David is at Naioth in 
Bamah. 20. And Saul sent messengers to take David : and when they saw 
the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as appointed 
over them, the Spirit of God was upon the messengers of Saul, and they also 
prophesied. 21. And when it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, and 
they prophesied likewise. And Saul sent messengers again the third time, and 



18. Dcmd fled. From Saul, 
who was seekmg to slay him. 

To Sam/uel to Bamah, Taking 
asylum with the prophet, and ask- 
inghis advice and assistance. 

JEtamah, See note Jer.. xxxi. 
15. 



Naioth. A place close to Ba- 
mah, where was the school of the 
prophets. 

20. Prophesied, They praised 
Gk)D in psahns and hymns, for- 
gettiDg tiie purpose with which 
they had set out. 
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they prophesied also. 22. Then went he also to Bamah, and oame to a great 
well that is in Sechu : and he asked and said, Where are Samuel and Dayid ? 
And one said, Behold, thej be at Naioth in Bamah. 23. And he went thither 
to Kaioth in Bamah : and the Spirit of GtoD was upon him also, and he went 
on, and prophesied, until he came to Naioth in Bamah. 24. And he stripped 
off his clothes also, and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down 
naked all that day and cdl that night. Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among 
the prophets ? 



22. Then went he. In his ob- 
stinate malice fighting against 
God. 

23. And prophesied. As Balaam 
was compellea to bless, when he 
wished to curse. 



24. NaJced. Without his ar- 
mour, his kingly robe and upper 
garment. Comp. S. John xxi. 7 ; 
». Mark ziv. 52. He was, as it 
were, beside himself. 



EvBinKa. Deuteronomy xzx. 

We mtut shotp forth the effects and Jruits qf the Holy Spirit in our liees : 
fint by repentance {verses 1 — 10), then by faith (11 — 14), then by obedience 
(15—20). 

1. And it shall come to pass, when all these things are oome upon thee, the 
blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them 
to mind among all the nations, whither the Lobd thy God hath driyen thee, 
2. And shalt return unto the Load thy God, and shut obey His yoice accord- 
ing to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul ; 3. That then the Lokd thy God will turn thy 
captiyity, and haye compassion upon thee, and wiU return and gather thee 
from all the nations, whither the Lobd thy God hath scattered thee. 4. If 
any of thine be driyen out imto the outmost parts of heayen, from thence will 
the Lobd thy God gather thee, and from thence will He fetch thee : 5. And 
the Lobd thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fiEithers possessed, 
and thou shut possess it; and He will do thee good, and multiply thee aboye 
thy fathers. 6. And the Lobd thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the 
heart of thy seed, to loye the Lobd thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul, that thou mayest liye. 7. And the Lobd thy God will put all these 
curses upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which persecuted thee. 
8. And thou shalt return and obey the yoice of the Lobd, and do all His com- 
mandments which I command thee this day. 9. And the Lobd thy God will 
make thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and 
in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good : for the Lobd 
will again rejoice oyer thee for good, as He rejoiced oyer thy fiithers : 10. If 
thou shalt hearken unto the yoice of the Lobd thy Gk)D, to keep His com- 
mandments and His statutes which are written in this book of the law, and if 



1. The blessing and the curse. 
The reward of obedience and the 
punishment of transffression. 

5. This is only to be fulfilled in 
the conversion of the Jews to 
Christianity. 



6. Will circumcise. Will free 
thee from the evil desires of the 
mind. Col. ii. 11. 

9. Rejoice, So the angels re- 
joice oyer one sinner that repent- 
eth. S. Luke xv. 7. 



192 



^fttirfTY BtrmoAT* 



tliou torn tmto the Lobd thy Ood with all thine heart, and with all thr sottl. 
U. For this oommandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden 
from thee, neither is it &r off. 12. It is not in hearen, that thou shonldeet 
say. Who riiali go no for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear 
it, and do it F 13. Neither is it beyond the sea, ihvX thou shonldest say. Who 
shall go over the sea for us, and bring it nnto ns, that we may hear it, and do 
it f 14. But the word is reiy nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, 
that thou mayest do it. 15. See, I have set before thee this day life and good, 
and death and evil ; 16. In that I command thee this day to loTe the LosD 
thy Gk)D, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments and His sta- 
tutes and His judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply : and the LoB3> 
thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it. 17. But 
if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, 
and worship other gods, and serve them ; 18. I denounce unto you this day, 
that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the 
land, whither thou passest over Jordsm to go to possess it. 19. I call heayen 
and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing : therefore choose hfe, that both thou and thy seed 
may live : 20. That thou mayest love the LobD thy God, and that thou 
mayest obey His yoice, and that thou mayest cleave unto Him : for He is thy 
life, and the length of thy days : that thou mayest dwell in the land which the 
Lord sware unto thy mthers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 
them. 



11. This day. The day of 
grace. See Bom. x. 6, sqq. 

12. N(d in heaven, For Chbist 
the Mediator, Who gives the law 
of love, gives it on earth in His 
Church. 

13. Beyond the eea» The Church 
is around us, at our very doors. 

14. We have but to l>elieve and 
do that which we profess, and we 
shall find the Word in all its 
saying power and efficacy. 

16. Walk in His ways. The 

i*ust man never counts himself to 
lave apprehended (Phil. iii. 13), 



bnt is always hungering and thirst- 
ing after righteousness. Prov. ir. 
18 ; Ps. Ixxxiv. 7. 

19. Choose, GrOD does not yb/*e« 
man's will : He inspires good de- 
sires, aids and strengthens man's 
will, draws him genuy and e(xt- 
stantly ; but man must ** choose " 
tiie better part for himself. No 
man is made good against his wM. 

20. Thelengthof thy days. Be- 
cause He has promised to reward 
obedience by long life. Acts xvii. 
28 : " In Him we live, and move, 
and have our being." 



On this day we sum up the rerelation of God to Ohristiaus as Fa* 
THBB, Bon, and Holt Ghost, Three Persons and One Got>, liie mys- 
tery of the Blessed Trinity into which we are baptized. We praise and 
celebrate together the Fathbb, Son, and Holy Ghost, for Their Own 
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DiTine perfections, and for the share which They took in man's re- 
demption. 

MoBNiNG. G^neais L 

We are here taught that the Holy Trinity concurred in the creation qf the 
world. The Father created all things, by Hie Word^ Hie Bleeeed Son, the 
Holy Spirit ** moving upon the face qfthe watere,** 

For notes, see Septuaobsima Sunday, MoBNiira. 



ETBNiNd. G^esb xviii. 

Under the appearance of three Angeh God vouehsafee to Abraham an emblem 
or representation of the Trinity; at the same time Abraham addresses them 
as ** My Lord," marking the unity qfthe Godhead. 

1. And the Lokd appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre : and he sat in 
the tent door in the heat of the day ; 2. And he Uft up his eyes and looked, 
and, lo, three men stood by him : and when he saw them, he ran to meet them 
fi*om the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground. 3. And said, My 
XiOSD, if now I have found favour in Thy sight, pass not away, I pray Thee, 
from Thy servant : 4. Let a httle water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash 
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree : 5. Aiid I will fetch a morsel of 
bread, and comfort ye your hearts ; after that ye shall pass on : for therefore 
are ye come to your servant. And they said. So do, as thou hast said. 6. And 
Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said. Make ready quickly 
three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 7. And 
Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and gave it unto 
a young man ; and he hasted to dress it. 8. And he took butter and millr, 
and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them ; and he stood by 
them imder the tree, and they did eat. 9. And they said unto him. Where is 
Sarah thy wife ? And he said, Behold, in the tent. 10. And He said, I will 
certainly return unto thee according to the time of life ; and, lo, Sarah thy wife 

6. Three measures = a bushel, 
an offering made to the three 
angels. 

8. They did eat. So Chbist 
says, Eev. iii. 20 : " I stand at the 
door and knock : if any man hear 
Mv voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to hmi, and will sup 
with him, and he with Me." Comp. 
S. John xxi. 13 ; S. Luke xxiv. 43. 
Chbist thus showed tiie reality of 
His risen body. 

9. They said. Comp. the change 
of person, ver. 10 : " He said, I 
will return," &c. 

10. According to the time qf life. 
In the time in which a (MSA is 
bom. 2 Kings iv. 16. 



1. Appeared unto him. It was 
immediately after his receiving 
the covenant of circumcision that 
the LoBD appeared unto Abra- 
ham, teaching us that admission 
into covenant with God is neces- 
sary to qualify us for the true 
knowledge of Him. 

Mamre. At Hebron (ch. xiii. 
18), about twenty-two Eoman 
miles south of Jerusalem. 

2. Three men. Angels. Heb. xiii. 
2 : *' Be not forsetful to entertain 
strangers ; for fliereby some have 
entertained angels unawares." 

6. Therefore a/re ye come. I.e., 
to honour me by enjoying my hos- 
pitality. 
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shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in ihe tent door, which waa hehind 
him. 11. Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age ; and it 
ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12. Therefore Sarah 
laughed within herself saying, After I am waxed old shall I haye pleasure, my 
lord being old also ? 13. And the Lobd said unto Abraham, Wherefore did 
Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old ? 14. Is 
anything too hard for the LosdP At the time appointed I will return 
unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. 15. 
Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And He 
said. Nay ; but thou didst laugh. 16. And the men rose up from thence, and 
looked towards Sodom : and Abraham went with them to bring them on the 
way. 17. And the Lobd said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I 
do ; 18. Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation^ 
and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him ? 19. For I know him, 
that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lobd, to do justice and judgm^it ; that the Lobd may 
bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken of him. 20. And the Lobd 
said. Because the cry of Sodom and Gbmorrah is great, and because their sin 
is yery grieyous ; 21. I wiQ go down now, and see whether they haye done 
altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto Me ; and if not, I will 
know. 22. And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward 
Sodom : but Abraham stood yet before the Lobd. 23. And Abraham drew 
near, and said. Wilt Thou also destroy the righteous with the yricked ? 24. 
Peraidyenture there be fifty righteous within the city : wilt Thou also destroy 
and not spare the pkoe for the fifty righteous that are therein ? 25. That be tsof 
from Thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with tiiie wicked : and 
that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from Thee r Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right ? 26. And the Lobd said. If I find in 
Sodom fifty righteous within the ei^, then I will spare all the place for their 
sakes. 27. And Abraham answered and said. Behold now, I haye taken upon 
me to speak unto the Lobd, which am but dust and ashes : 28. Peradynn* 
ture there shall lack flye of the fifty righteous : wilt Thou destroy all the city 
for hek of fiye ? And He said. If I find there forty and fiye, I will not destroy 
it. 29. And he spake unto Him yet again, and said, Peradyenture there 
shall be forty found there. And He said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 



12. Laughed, Partly in glad 
surprise; hrace the name Isaac, 
"laughter," ch. xvii. 19. As it 
was not nature, but the promise 
of God, which rendered Sarah a 
mother, so in our regeneration 
it is not nature, but \he Word 
of G-OD spoken at our baptism, 
which makes us Hla ciuldren. 
Gal. iy. 28. 

18. SeeMigthaiXhdkYe^ola^j 
honoured Abraham, shall I ni<][e 
tiiis smaller matter from liimP 

19. The second reason, because 
by tiie punishment of the wicked- 
ness of Sodom Abraham will warn 



his household to beware of similar 
sins. 

20. Theory, The sins of Sodom 
cried out for punishment. 

21. See note ch. xi. 5. God, as 
it were, " went down" by the two 
angels. 

22. Stood, in prayer, (S. Mark 
xi. 25.) Frobabfy at some place 
consecrated to the worship of Groo. 
Ch. XXV. 22. 

23. With the wicked. S. Matt, 
xiii. 29 : " Lest while ye gather up 
the tares, ye root up also the 
wheat wilii them." 
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30. And lie said unto Him, Oh let not the Loud be angry, and I inSL speak : 
Peradyentore there shall thirty be found there. And He said, I will not do it, 
if I find thirty there. 31. And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to 

rkk unto the Lobd : Feradyenture there shall be twenlj found there. And 
said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake. 32. And he said, Oh let not 
the Lobd be angry, and I will speak yet but this once : Feradyenture ten shall 
be foimd there. And He said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 33. And 
the Lobd went His wi^, as soon as He had left oommuning with Abraham : 
and Abraham returned unto his place. 



Sunbags vdtttt Crinitsr^ 

HiTHBBTO we have been leaming belief in the Holy Trinity abso- 
lately and in relation to ourselyes — ^what God is, and what the Three 
Persons of the Godhead haye done for men. We haye been consider- 
ing our faith : for the rest of the year we consider our duty. This is 
iiie practical part of the Christian Tear, though, of course, indirectly 
duty is taught throughout the whole course. First comes doctrine, 
then practice ; first £uth, then obedience. 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTEE THINrTT. 
MoBKure. Joshua z. 

J%§ people of God are in poeeeetion of their promised inheritance^ the Chwreh 
on earth, the type of the Church m heaven, a etate of ealvation indeed under 
Ood*$ defence, but not neceeearily a etate of eqfety. It ie the battle qf the 
Chmrch agaxnet the world, and the battle ^ ewry regenerate Christian agamet 
hie own luets and the devWs temptatione. The deetruetion of the wicked na* 
tione of Canaan typiflee the rooting sin out qf the heart f theflret etep to obedi* . 
ence md a holy Itfe, Joshua is the type qf Christ, as Conqueror, the Captain qf 
our salvation, 

1. Now it oame to pass, when Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem had heard how 
Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it ; as he had done to Jerioho 
and her king, so he had done to Ai and her king ; and how the inhabitants of 



1. Jerusalem. The first men- 
tion of this name, probably by an- 
ticmtion. The city anciently was 
caU^dJebus. Oh. ry. 8; xyiii. 28; 
Judg. xix. 10. " Salem" occurs 
Gen. xiy. 18. It is possible Mel- 
eMsedek may haye taken Jebus, 
and changed its name. "Adonic 
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zedek" means Lord of Justice, 
"Melchizedek" King of Justice. 

Sad taken AL Ch. yiii. A 
royal town of the Canaanites, east 
of Bethel (Gren. xii. 8), at the head 
of one of the rayines running up 
from the yalley of the Jordan. 

Had done to Jerioho, Ch. ti. 
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Gibeon had nutde peaoe with Israel, and were among them ; 2. That they 
feared greatly, because GKbeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, 
and beoiuse it was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty. 
3. Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of He- 
bron, and imto Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and 
unto Debir king of Eelon, saying, 4. Come up unto me, and help me, that we 
may smite G-ibeon : ror it hath made peaoe with Joshua and with the children 
of Israel. 5. Therefore the fiye kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, 
the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of 
Eglon, gathered themselves together, and went up, they and all their hosts, 
and encamped before GKbeon, and made war against it. 6. And the men of 
GKbeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to GKlgal, saying, Slack not thy hand 
from thy servants ; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us : for all 
the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together 
against us. 7. So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war 
with him, and all the mighty men of valour. 8. And the Losd said unto 
Joshua, Fear them not : for I have delivered them into thine hand ; there 
shall not a man of them stand before thee. 9. Joshua therefore came imto 
them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night. 10. And the Lobb dis- 
comfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, 
and chased them along the way that goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote them 
to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. 11. And it came to pass, as they fled from 
before Israel, and were in the going down to Beth-horon, that the Losd cast 



Gibeon. Sonth-west of Ai, and 
about the same distance north- 
west of Jerosalem, situated upon 
an isolated hill at the head of the 
pass of Beth-horon. Its inhabit- 
ants had bj a stratagem obtained 
peace from Joshua. Ch. iz. 3 sqq. 
These Gentiles brought into cove- 
nant with Israel typify the na- 
tural man brought dj terror and 
affliction into covenant with God's 
Church, and defended by grace, 
not from deserving it, but because 
of the Lobd's promise. 

2. A€ one, Jf ot " a royal city," 
but equal in size, &c. 

3. Mebron,&c, These cities lay 
towards the centre of Judaea, in the 
hill country. Hebron is twenty- 
two miles south of Jerusalem. The 
five kings represent the five senses 
leaguing together to recover do- 
minion over the Lobd's servant, 
and attacking him each with its 
own temptation. 

5. Amorites. These, the most 



powerful tribe among the Canaan- 
ites, gave their name to the inhabit- 
ants of the whole land. They had 
formed not only these five King- 
doms on the western side of Jor- 
dan, but also two on the eastern, 
viz., Heshbon and Bashan. These 
latter Moses had taken from them. 

6. Oilgal. South-east of Je- 
richo, between it and the Jordan, 
from which it was five miles dis- 
tant. Ch. ▼. 9, 10. 

Save us. They have fuU trust 
in Joshua, the Saviour. 

10. Up to Beth-horon. The 
pass that led to the town after- 
wards so-called. 1 Chron. vii. 24. 
There were two towns so named, 
an Upper and a Nether separated 
by a valley and a long and steep 
ascent. Ch. xvi. 3, 5. The flight 
began from Gibeon, and was con-> 
tinned first up to the ridj^e on 
which stood the Upper Beth-horon. 

Azehah — Makkedah. Cities 
much to the south of Gibeon, 
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down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azelah, and they died : they 
-were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel 
slew with the sword. 12. Then spake Joshua to the Lo&D in the day when 
the LoBD deliyered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said 
in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou stiU upon GKbeon ; and thou, moon, in 
the valley of Ajalon. 13. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, imtil 
the people had arenged themselyes upon their enemies. Is not this written in 
the book of Jasher ? So the sun stood still in the midst of heayen, and hasted 
not to go down about a whole day. 14. And there was no day like that 
before it or after it, that the Lobd hearkened unto the Toioe of a man : for 
the Lobd fought for Israel. 15. And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, 
unto the camp to G-ilgaL 16. But these fiye kings fled, and hid themselyes 
in a caye at Makkedah. 17. And it was told Joshua, saying,* The five kings 
are found hid in a caye at Makkedah. 18. And Joshua said, RoU great 
stones upon the mouth of the caye, and set men by it for to keep them : 
19. And stay ye not, but pursue after your enemies, and smite the hindmost 
of them ; suffer them not to enter into their cities : for the Lobd your Gk>D 
hath dehyered them into your hand. 20. And it came to pass, when Joshua 
and the children of Israel had made an end of slaying them wilh a yery great 
slaughter, till they were consumed, that the rest which remained of them en- 
tered into fenced cities. 21. And all the people returned to the camp to 
Joshua at Makkedah in peace : none moved his tongue against any of the 
children of IsraeL 22. Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave, and 
bring out those five kings unto me out of the cave. 23. And they did so, 
and brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave, the kins of Jeru- 
salem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmutb, the king of Lachish, and the 
king of Eglon. 24. And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings 
unto Joshua, that Joshua called £[>r all the men of Israel, and said unto the 
captains of the men of war which went with him. Come near, put your feet 



11. Great stones. Hailstones. 
It needs heavenly aid to oyercome 
fleshly lusts effectually. 

12. Upon Gribeon, Joshua had 
come to tne west sideofGibeon, Aja- 
lon lying on the north-west toward 
theMemterranean. The sun there- 
fore appeared to rise on Gibeon, 
and the moon to set over Ajalon. 

13. The sun stood still. The 
Bible uses the common language 
pf men, not the accurate terms of 
astronomers. The words convey 
the same notion to us as they did 
to the Jews. By this was shown 
the folly of worshipping the sun 
and moon; and we learn how 
the whole universe is subject to 
the scheme of redemption. It is 
useless to inquire how the miracle 
was effected, whether by refrac- 



tion, &c. With God to will is to 
perform. The miraculous length- 
ening of this day at Joshua's voice 
is an emblem of the prolongation 
of our day of grace at the inter- 
cession of our Savioub, which 
day is to be used in destroying 
the enemies of our salvation. 

Book ofJasher, A poetical re- 
cord now lost, as the "Books of 
the Chronicles of the kings of 
Israel and Judali." 

14. The Lord fought, " It is 
God Which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of His good 
pleasure." Phil. ii. 13. 

16. Returned, Probably after 
the destruction of the kings and 
their cities. Ver. 43. 

21. Moved his tongue. Much 
less took up arms. 
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upon the neeka of these kings. And the^ came near, and put their feet upon 
the necks of them. 25. And Joshua said imto them. Fear not, nor be dis- 
mayed, be strong and of good courage : for thus shall the Lord do to all your 
enemies against whom ye fight. 26. And afterward Joshua smote them, and 
slew them, and hanged them on fire trees : and they were hanging upon thfi 
trees until the erening. 27. And it came to pass at the time of the going 
down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took them down off the 
trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they had been hid, and laid great 
stones in the cave's mouth, which remain untU this yery day. 28. And that 
day Joshua took Makkedah, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the 
king thereof he utterly destroyed, them, and all the souls that were therein $ 
he let none remain : and he did to the king of Makkedah as he did unto the 
king of Jericho. 29. Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel 
with him, unto Libnah, and fought against libnah: 30. And the IjOBD 
deliyered it also, and the 'king thereof, into the hand of Israel ; and he smote 
it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein ; he let none 
remain in it ; but did unto the king thereof as he did unto the king of Jericho. 
31. And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, unto Lachish, 
and encamped against it, and fought against it : 32. And the Lobd deliTered 
Lachish into the hand of Israel, which took it on the second day, and smote 
it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein, according 
to all that he had done to Libnah. 33. Then Horam king of Gezer came up 
to help Lachish ; and Joshua smote him and his people, until he had left him 
none remaining. 34. And from Lachish Joshua passed unto Eglon, and all 
Israel with him; and they encamped against it, and fought against it: 
35. And they took it on that daj, and smote it with the edge of the sword, 
and all the souls that were therem he utterly destroyed that day, according to 
all that he had done to Lachish. 36. And Joshua went up itom Eglon, and 
all Israel with him, unto Hebron ; and they fought against it ; 37. And then^ 
took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof and all 
the cities thereof, and all the souls that were therein ; he left none remaining, 
according to all that he had done to Eglon ; but destroyed it utterly, and cul 
the souls that were therein. 38. And Joshua returned, and all Israel with 
him, to Debir ; and fought against it : 39. And he took it^ and the king 



24. Upon tke neck*. When the 
Lobd, fighting for us, has brought 
our natm^ pasgions into subjec- 
tion, by means of our own efforts, 
He requires us to retain the do- 
minion which His power has given 
us. Comp. 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. 

26. Hcmged them. Gal. y. 24 : 
" They tJhat are Chbist's have cru- 
cified the flesh with the affections 
and lusts." 

27. Until this very day. The 
time when the Book of Joshua 
was written. 

28. Utterly. Joshua was sim- 
ply the executor of God's venge- 



ance. Who thus showed His burn- 
ing hatred of sin. 

Kimg of Jericho, This is not 
specially mentioned, vi. 21. Pro- 
bacy lie was hung, as the other 
kings. 

33. Gezer, Between Beth-koroo 
and Lydda. 

37. The king thereqf. Perhaps 
another king Had been appointed, 
or the destruction of the king ia 
again mentioned here to make the 
account complete. 

38. Returned. Leaving the rest 
of the cities in that region, south- 
west of Hebron. Yer. 41. 
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ihereo^ and aU the cities thereof; and thej smote them with the edge of the 
Bword, and utterly destrojed all the boius that were therein; he left none, 
remaining : as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to the king 
thereof; as he had done also to liibnah, and to her king. 40. So Joshua 
smote all the country of the hills, and of the south, and of the Tale, and of 
the springs, and all their kings : he left none remaining, but utteriT destroved 
all that breathed, as the Lord God of Israel commanded. 41. And Joshua 
smote them from Kadesh-bamea even unto Gkza, and all the country of Go* 
shen, eren unto Gibeon. 42. And aU these kings and their hind did Joshua 
take at one time, because the Lo&d Gk>D of Israel fought for Israel 43^ And 
Joshua letumed, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to GilgaL 



40. The region is described ac- 
cording to its physical conditions. 

Of the south. The district soutli 
of ^e hill country. Ck. zxi. 11. 
Some think that "the South" 
means a dry, sandy region, in 
contradistinction to a well-watered 
one. 

41. Kadesh-hamea. Quite in 



tlie south, below Beersbeba, on 
the frontier of Idumsa. 

Gaza. One of the five chief 
cities of the Philistines SQiitb-west 
of Canaan. 

Chshen, In the hill country of 
Jad»a, probably so called from 
its good pasture. 



EtbkikOv Joshua xxiii. 

Joshua's esehortation hrfore his death warns us that the victory over spiritual 
enemies eon only be preserved by obedience^ remembering what God has done for 
us, the hope set brfore us^ and the punishment that awaits transgression, 

1. And it came to pass a long time after that the Lobd had given rest unto 
Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua waxed old and stricken 
in age. 2. And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, and for their 
heafs, and for their judges, and for their officers, and said unto them, I am 
old and stricken in age i 3. And ye have seen all that the Lobd your God 
hath done unto all these nations because of you } for the Lokd your God is 
He that hath fought for you. 4. Behold, I have divided unto you by lot 
these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, 
with all the nations that I have cut off, even unto the great sea westward. 
5. And the Lobd your Gk)D, He shall expel them from, before you, and drive 
them frt>m out of your sight ; and ye shaU possess their kmd, as the Lobd your 
God hath promised unto you. 6. Be ye therefore yerv courageous to keep 
and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn 
not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left ; 7. That ye come not 



1. A long time after. Seven- 
teen years after the division of 
the land among the tribes. 

4. That remain. The contest is 
not complete. The infection of na- 
ture remains even in the regene- 
rate. 



Ghreatsea, The Mediterranean. 

6. To the right hand. By add- 
ing to the law, i.e., by superstition. 

To the left. By omission of 
duties enjoined. 

7. Come not among. Mix not fa- 
miliarly with tliem. 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
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among these nationB, these that i«main among 70a ; neither make mention of 
the name of their gods, nor cause to swear hy them, neither serve them, nor 
bow yourselves imto them : 8. But cleave unto the Losd your Gk)D, as ye 
have done unto this day. 9. For the Lobd hath driven out from before you 
great nations and strong : but as for you, no man hath been able to stand be- 
fore you unto this day. 10. One man of you shall chase a thousand : for the 
Lobd your Gk)D, He it is that fighteth for you, as He hath promised you. 
11. Take good heed therefore imto yourselves, that ye love the liOBD your 
God. 12. Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleiEkve unto the remnant of 
these nations, even these that remain among you, and shall make marriages 
with them, and go in unto them, and they to you : 13. Enow for a certainty 
that the Lobd your G-od ,will no more drive out any of these nations from 
before you ; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your 
sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which 
the Lobd your Gk)D hath given you. 14. And, behold, this day I am going 
the way of all the earth : and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, 
that not one thing hath &,iled of all the good things which the Lobd your 
God spake concerning you ; all are come to pass unto you, and not one tiling 
hath tailed thereof. 15. Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good 
things are come upon you, which the Lobd your God promised you ; so shall 
the Lobd bring upon you all evil things, until He have destroyed you . frt>m 
off this good land which the Lobd your God hath given you. 16. When ye 
have transgressed the covenant of the Lobd your God, which He commanded 
you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves to them : 
then shall the anger of the Lobd be kindled against you, and ye shall perish 
quickly from off the good land which He hath given unto you. 



Make mention, Comp. Eph. v. 
3, 4 ; Ps. xvi. 4. 

Cause to swear. Swearing by 
them was equivalent to acknow- 
ledging them as gods. 

Serve. Fear and virtually ho- 
nour. 

JSow, Formally worship. 

9. No man, Phil. iv. 13 : " I 
can do all things through Chbist 
Which strengtheneth me." See 
Horn. viii. 37. 

13..JVb more, fieb. x. 26, 27 : 
" For if we sin wilfully after that 



we have received the knowledge 
of the truth, there remainetli no 
more sacrifice for sins ; but a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judg- 
ment and fiery indignation, whidi 
shall devour the adversaries." 

Perish, Com|)are the parable 
of the evil spirit returning, S. 
Matt. xii. 43 sqq. 

14. The way <f all the earth, 
Joshua mentions his approacliing 
death to give weight to his last 
words. The Jewish leader died : 
our Joshua lives. 



SECOND STUSTDAY AFTEE TEINITY. 

MoBKiNa. Judges iv. 

Certain nations were l^ in the promised land to try the Zf>rd*t people '* to 
prove them, whether they would keep the way qf the Lord or not,* *^ In like 
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manner regeneration doee not exempt us /rom temptation, oreeeureuafromfalle. 
Sm dwells in our mortal bodiee, but does not reign there, unlese we forget our 
cleansing and voluntarily cast away our faith in God. The history qf Deborah 
and Barak is a type of the Church calling on Christ to do battle for her against 
her enemies, and in His might triumphing, a lesson to every Christian, teaching 
kim that renewed obedience, qfter a fall, will with God's aid gain afresh victory 
and be acceptable. 

1. And the children of Israel again did eyil in the sight of the Lobd, 
when Ehud was dead. 2. And the Lobd sold them into the hand of Jabin 
king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor ; the captain of whose host was Sisera, 
which dwelt in Harosheth of the Ghentiles. 3. And the children of Israel 
cried unto the LoBp : for he had nine hundred chariots of iron ; and twenty 
years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 4. And Deborah, a pro- 
phetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time. 5. And she 
dwelt under the pahn tree of Deborah Sstween Bamah and Beth-el in mount 
Ephraim : and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. 6. And 
she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Eedesh-naphtali, and 
said unto him, Hath not the Lobd Gk>D of Israel commanded, saying, Gk> and 
draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of ihe child- 
ren of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun ? 7. And I will draw unto 
thee to the river Kishon Sisera^ the captain of Jabin's army, with his chariots 
and his multitude ; and I will deHrer him into thine hand. 8. And Barak 



1. Uhud, who had delivered 
Israel out the hand of Eglon, 
king of Moab. Ch. iii. 16, eqq. 

2. Jabin. A common name of 
the kings of Canaan. Josh. xi. 1 ; 
xii. 19. It means " the wise." 

JSazor. A very great and im- 
portant town, the capital of Ca- 
naan, between Lebanon and Da- 
mascus, or in the northern part of 
the valley of the Jordan, it had 
been taken and burnt by Joshua 
(Josh. xi. 11), but perhaps was 
now rebuilt, or the name applies 
to the district. 

Jffarosheih of the Gentiles. Near 
the west border of the lake Merom, 
in the tribe of Naphtali: called 
qf the Gentiles because inhabited 
by people of different nations; 
whence Galilee was likewise so 
named. Isa. ix. 1. 

4. Deborah. A type of the 
Church. 

A prophetess. Perhaps in that 
time of corruption there was no 

K 



man worthy of the prophetical 



6. Palm free of Deborah. Here 
Deborah, E.ebekah's nurse, was 
buried. Gen. xxxv. 8. 

Judged. Heard and decided 
causes, &c., being divinely in«> 
spired. 

6. Barak. I. q. the Carthagi- 
nian " Barca," lightning. 

Kedesh - Naphtali. Nineteen 
miles east-south-east of Tyre, on 
a lull among the mountains of 
N^htali. 

Tabor. A mountain rising like 
a sugar-loaf oat of the plain of 
Esdraelon, on the borders of Is- 
sachar and Zebulon, south-west of 
Lake Gennesareth. Here 
Lobd was transfigured. 

7. I will draw. These are the 
words of God by His prophetess. 

Kishon. This river runs from the 
base of Mount Hermon, through 
the plain of Esdraelon, and into 
the sea near Mount CarmeL 



our 



3 
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said unto her, If thoa wilt go with me, then I will go : bat if thou wik noi 
go with me, then I will not go. 9. And she said, I wiU surely go with thee : 
notwithetanding the journey that thou takest shall not be £or iSiine honour t 
for the LoBD shall seU Sisera into the hand of A woman. And Deborah aroae^ 
and went with Barak to Kedesh. 10. And Barak called Zebulun and Naph- 
t«li to Kedesh; and he went up with ten thousand men at his feet; and 
Deborah went up with him. 11. Now Heber the Eenite, which was of the 
children of Hobab the &ther-in-law of Moses, had seyered himself from the 
Kenites, and pitched his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, whi^ is by Kedeah. 
12. And they showed Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam was gone up to 
mount Tabor. 13. And Sisera gathered together aU his chariots, eren nine 
hundred chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, from Haro* 
sheth of the Ghentiles unto the riyer of Kishon. 14. And Deborah said unto 
Barak, Up ; for this is the day in which the Lobd hath dehyered Sisera into 
thine hand : is not the LosD gone out before thee ? So Barak went down 
from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. IS. And the Lobd dis- 
comfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all his host, with the edge of the 
sword before Barak ; so that Sisera lighted down off his chariot, and fled away 
on his feet. 16. But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the hos^ 
unto Harosheth of the Gentiles : and all the host of Sisera fell upon the edge 
of the sword ; and there was not a man left. 17. Howbeit Sisera fled away 
on his feet to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite : for there was 
peace between Jabia the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 
18. And Jael went out to meet ^sera, and said unto him. Turn in, my lord, 
turn in to me ; fear not. And when he had turned in unto Ifer into the tent, 
she coyered him with a mantle. 19. And he said unto her, Giye me, I ipinj 
thee, a little water to drink ; for I am thirsty. And she opened a bottle of 
milk, and gaye him drink, and coyered him. 20. Again he said unto her. 
Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when any man doth come and 
inquire of thee, and say. Is there any man here ? that thou shalt say. No. 
21. Then Jael Heber^s wife took a naU of the tent, and took an hanmier in her 



8. If thou wilt go, CHBiSTwill 
not fight for those who do not 
fight ^r themselves. Personally^ 
Barak's answer proceeded from 
faith and humility. Heb. xi. 32. 

10. Went tip. To Mount Tabor. 
At his feet. Following and 

obeying him. Ex. ri. 8, Marg. 

11. The Kenite, A portion of 
the Kenites (who were a elan of 
Midian) had emigrated from the 
shores of the Ghm of Akaba to 
northern Palestine, into the pro- 
tince of Naphtali. These remamed 
neatral in the varioTis contests 
waged around them. 

Hohah. Either Jethro, (eh. i. 
16 ; Numb. X. 29,) or son of Jethro 
and brother-in-law of Moses. 



13. Kishon. On the plain of 
Esdraelon, where the .chanots and - 
cavalry could act most efPectiTely. 

14. This is the day. "Behold, 
now is the accepted time ; behold, 
now is the day of salvation." 2 
Cor. vi. 3. 

Went down. From Tabor to 
Taanach is thirteen miles. 

17. The tent of Jael. The 
women's tent, or part of the tent, 
was distinct &om the men's. 

21. Took anailcf the tent. One 
of the pegs used to fasten the tent 
cords to the ground, Jael may 
have been moved by a Divine im- 
pulse thus to punish the enemy of 
God. Let us learn to keep no 
peace, to make no trace, with the 
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band, and went softly unto hhn, and smote the nail into his temples, and 
listened it into ihe grannd : fof he -wha fast asleep and weary. So he died. 

22. And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael oame out to meet him, and said 
unto him, Come, and I will show tiiee the man whom thou seekest. And when 
lie oame into her tent, behold, Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his temples. 

23. So GtOD subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan befbre the dhild- 
Ten of IsraeL 24. And the hand of the children of Israel prospered, and 
prevailed against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin 
fang of Canaan. 



enemies of our sotds ; and if we 
have admitted tliem to our heart, 
to tear them out and destroy them 
at any pains, or cost, or sacrifice. 
With regard to Jael's deed, we 
must not judge it by the high 



rules of Christian moraliiy in the 
abstract, but be content to know 
that it had in it an element of ac- 
ceptableness, and is pronounced 
*' blessed" (ch. y. 24) by an in- 
spired propnetess. 



EyxiriKO. Judges y. 

7%e sonff of victory Jor triumph over spiritual enemiea nhall be sung hy all 
who fight nuarfully under Christ* e banner here; and they shall Join her&Sft^ the 
eternal song (y^ heaven. Rev, ani, 10 — 12. 

1. Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, saying, 
2. Praise ye the'LOED, for the avenging of Israel, when the people willingly 
offered themselves. 3. Hear, O ye kings ; give ear, O ye prmces ; I, even I, 
will sing unto the Lobd ; I will sing praise to the LOBD Gk)D of Israel. 4. liOSD, 
when Tliou wentest out of Seir, when Thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, 
the eiBi*th trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped waters 
5. The mountains melted from before the Lobd, even that Sinai from before 
the Lobd Gob of IsraeL 6. In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the 
days of Jad, the highways were tmooeupied, and the trayellers walked through 



S, J3Jear,0 ye kings, Deborah, 
a type of the Church calls on all 
kings and princes to advance the 

flory of (tOD. Comp. Eph. iii. 
0. 

I, evtn L I, a woman, to whom 
Go© gave the victory. 

4, 6. In every new victory the 
Israelites were wont to recur to 
the mirAcles of the wilderness. 
Comp. Ps. Ixviii. 7, 8f Detit< 
rxsm. 2 } Hab. iii. 3. 

4. 8evr, i* q. Ddom, Idtimfta. 
It was when the Israelites were 
oompassing Mount Seir that the 
deliveranee from fiery serpents 
occurred. Numb. xxi. 4— 9> 

Whe% Thou tcent€$t, &e«, pro- 



bably means when Thou didst pro- 
ceed to lead Thy people into the 
promised land. £iidesh, "the 
holy place," was in Edom. 

The earth trembled. Figurative 
expressions signifying the terror 
that seized the inhabitants of the 
land, the princes ('* heavens") and 
leaders (« clouds"). Deutr ii. 26 ; 
Comp. Ps. cxiv. 

6. StTiai, Alluding to the ap* 
pearance of 8inai at the giving of 
the law« 

6. Shamgar, who once delivered 
the Israelites from the Philistfoea. 
Ch. iii, 31. 

Jael, who had made peace with 
Jabin. Ch. iv» 17. Or thia may 
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byways. 7. The inbabitantB of the villages ceased, they ceased in Israel, until 
that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel. 8. They chose new 
gods ; then was war in the g^tes : was there a shield or spear seen among forty 
thousand in Israel ? 9. My heart is toward the governors of Israel, that offered 
themselves willingly among the people. Bless ye the Lobd. 10. Speak, ye 
that ride on white asses, ye tibat sit in judgment, and walk by the way. 11. They 
that are delivered from tiie noise of archers in the places of drawing water, there 
shall they rehearse the righteous acts of the Lobb, even the righteous acts 
toward the inhabitants of His villages in Israel : then shall the people of the 
Lobd go down to the gates. 12. Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, awake, 
utter a song : arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou son of Abinoam. 
13. Then He made him that remainetli have dominion over the nobles among 
the people : the Lord made me have dominion over the mighty. 14. Out of 
Ephraim was there a root of them against Amalek : after thee, Benjamin, 



not be the wife of Heber, but an- 
other woman of the same name 
who had judged Israel before the 
time of Deborah. 

Through byways. For fear of 
robbers and soldiers. 

7. ' Ceased, They fled into walled 
towns. 

8. Nev3 gods. The Israelites 
committed idolatry. Others ex- 
plain: under Deborah's inspiration 
they chose new chiefs, who came 
as "gods" among them. 

War, God punished them with 
war. 

Shield, When we forsake God, 
we cast away our defences. It 
was always the policy of the 
Philistines to disarm the Israelites. 
See 1 Sam. xiii. 19. 

9. My hea/rt. My affection. 

10. Speak, Praise God. Or, 
marg., ** meditate," i.e., think of, 
attend to, my song. 

On white asses, A mark of dis- 
tinction. Comp. ch. z. 4 ; xii. 14. 

TFalk by the way. Ye mer- 
chants, or, ye poorer, who perform 
your journeys on foot. 

11. Ihev that. They who now 
ore safe nrom attack when they 
come to draw water shall there in 
public rehearse, &c. 

Go down. They shall meet 
quietly and without fear in the 



gates of their cities, the usual place 
of assembly. 

12. Lead thy ca^tinity captive. 
Take thy captives, lead them in 
triumph, as Chbist at His Ascen- 
sion. Pfl. Ixviii. 18 ; Eph. iv. 8. 

13. Then the Lobd made the 
Israelites who were saved from 
their oppressors rule over the 
princes of their enemies. Him 
that remaineth, the Israelites, who 
were, as it were, only a remnant 
compared with their powerful foes. 

Made me, A figure of the 
Church's authority over kings in 
spiritual things. Others translate, 
"The Lobd came down to me 
among the people." 

14. 15. DeborahL gives a cata- 
logue of those who assisted in the 
late fight. 

14. A root, A small body. (It 
may be, " Out of Ephraim came 
those whose root is in Amalek.") 

Aaainst Amalek, TheAmalek- 
ites nad perhaps come to Sisera's 
help ; or, the Cfanaanites had been 
driven into the Amalekites' coim- 
try where the Ephraimites at> 
tacked them. See on 1 Sam. xy. 
2. Others translate the passaee 
thus : " First Ephraim, from the 
Mount of Amalek, and after thee 
the bands of Benjamin." 

After thee. Benjamin first at- 
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among thy people ; out of Machir came down goyemora, and out of Zebuluu 
they &at handle the pen of the writer. 15. A^d the princes of Issachar were 
with Deborah ; eyen Issachar, and also BarAk : he was sent on foot into the 
▼aUey. For the divisions of Keuben there were great thoughts of heart. 

16. Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to Ywax the bleatings of the 
flocks? For the divisions of Beuben there were great searchings of heart. 

17. G-ilead abode beyond Jordan : and why did Dan remain in ships ? Asher 
continued on the sea shore, and abode in his breaches. 18. &bulun and 
Kaphtali were a people that jeoparded their lives unto the death in the high 
places of the field. 19. The kings came and fought, then fought the kings of 
Canaan in Taanach by the waters of Megiddo ; they took no gain of money. 

20. They fought from heaven : the stars in their courses fought against Sisera 

21. The river of Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, the river Eishon. 



tacked them, then Ephraim joined 
in the fight. The words seem 
to have been the war cry of Ben- 
jamin. 

Machir. The son of Manasseh ; 
here = the tribe of Manasseh. 

That handle the pen. Even the 
scribes, who were not expected to 
go to war. 

15. On foot Not with chariots 
and horsemen as Sisera. 

JFbr the diviMons, On account 
of the divided counsels of Heuben, 
who came not to the battle, there 
were many heavy thoughts among 
the other tobes. Others translate, 
"by the streams of Heuben." 
Comp. ver. 11. 

16. S. Matt. xxii. 5. " But thej 
made light of it, and went tiieir 
ways, one to his farm, another to 
his merchandise." Compare the 
gospel for the day. 

17. Grilead, This may mean 
the Gadites, who dwelt in the 
south part of Mount Gilead. If 
they wno dwelt on the other side 
of Jordan came to help, "Why 
did Dan P" &c. But probably the 
Gadites were also backward, and 
" abode" quietiy at home. 

In ships. Dan was settled on 
the coast of the Mediterranean to 
the south. Joppa was in this tribe. 

Asher was on the north coast. 
Acre (Ptolemais) was in this tribe* 



Breaches, Margin: "creeks." 
They attended only to their sea 
commerce. 

18. In the hiah places. In the 
high table-land or Tabor, or Ke- 
desh. 

19. Taanach, a town on the 
slope of the hills skirting the 
plain of Megiddo on the south, 
and one of those still retained by 
the Canaanites. Ch. i. 27. 

The waters of Megiddo, The 
streams which descend from the 
hills of Megiddo and join the 
Eishon. 

They took no gain. The con- 
federate kings of Canaan were so 
hostile against the Israelites that 
they spared no one, even if they 
had offered money for ransom. 
Others say it means, that they 
served without pay. Others, again, 
that they gained no booty by their 
warfare. Comp. ver. 30 ; Ps. xliv, 
12. 

20. From heaven. The powers 
of heaven fight for God's people. 
Josephus tells us (Ant. v. 5. 4, J 
that a fearful storm of sleet ana 
hail burst full in the faces of the 
advancing Canaanites. 

The stars in their courses. Go- 
ing on their usual revolutions 
calmly amid the tumult of war. 
They gave light to the Israelites 
to complete their yictory. 
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O my soul, thou hast trodden down strength. 22. Then were the hors^oofi 
broken hj the means of the praasings, the pransings of their mighty (mea. 
23. Curse ye Meroz, said the ang^l of the Losd, curse ye bitterly the inhabi- 
tants thereof; because they came not to the help of the Losd, to the help of 
the LoBD against the mighty. 24. Blessed aboye women shall Jael the wi£b 
of Heber the Kenite be, blessed shall she be above women in the tent. 25. He 
asked water, and she gave him milk ; she brought forth butter iif a lordly dish. 
26. She put her hand to the nail, and her right hand to the workmen's hammer i ' 
and with the hammer she smote Sisera, she smote off his head, when she had 
pierced and stricken through his temples. 27. At her feet he bowed, he fell, 
he lay down : at her feet he bowed, he fell : where he bowed, there he fell down 
dead. 28. The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and cried through 
the lattice. Why is his chariot so long in coming ? why tarry the wheels of hit 
chariots P 29. Her wise ladies answered her, yea, she returned answer to her- 
self, 30. Have they not sped ? have they not divided the prey : to evety man 
a damsel or two ; to Sisera a prey of divers colours, a prey of divers coloiuv of 
needlework, of divers colours of needlework on both sides, meet for the necks 
of them that take the spoil ? 31. So let a]l Thine enemies perish, O Lokd : 
but let them that love Him be as the sun when he goeth forUi in his might. 
And the land had rest forty years. 



21. Strength, Mighty enemies. 

22. Broken, By their hurried 
flight over the rocky ^omid. 
Mighty ones. Mighty chieis. 

23. Meroz. A city of which no 
trace remains ; the " curse" being 
doubtless fulfilled in its complete 
destruction. 

The angel, who appears to have 
been sent to Deborah, Comp. 
Ex. xxiii. 20, 23. 

24. It is plain that Deborah was 
inspired to make this statement. 



25. Butter, Probably sour milk« 
the common Arab drink. 

29. Wise ladies. Attendant 
princesses. 

31. As the sun, i.e. More and 
more powerful and glorious. Spi- 
ritually, " Let those who are ani- 
mated by the Spirit of love, which 
is the Holy (xhost, grow more 
and more like Chbist, the Sun of 
righteousness ; let them foDow the 
path of that Just One eiver more 
closely." 



THIED SUKDAY AFTEE TEHQTY. 

MoBKnra. 1 Samuel ii. 

The first of Christian virtues, and the foundation qfdllj is humility , that is a 
due knowledge and right estimate qf ourselves^ grounded on a due knowledge ef 
God, Of this virtue Hannah is a bright example, Eli and Samuel teach lessons 
of obedience and prayer, while the sons qf the former read a warning against 
contempt of God^s law and high privileges. 

1. And Ha.nnfth prayed^ and said. My heart rcjoioeth in the Lobb, mine 



1. Hannah. She was the wife 
of Elkanah, and lor a long time 



without children. See ch. i. She 
now bzouglit to Eli the child far 
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horn is exalted in the Lobd : my mouth is enlarged oyer mine enemies ; because 
I rcpoioe in Thy salvation. 2. There is none holy as the Lobd : for there is none 
beside Thee : neither is there any rock like our God. 3. Talk no more so er* 
ceeding proudly ; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth : for the Lobd 
is a Gk)D of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed. 4. The bows of the 
mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled are girded with strength. 
5. They that -#ere full haye hirea out themselyes for bread : and they ttoA 
-wefre hungry ceased : so that the barren hath bom seyen : and she that hath 
many chilcLren is waxed feeble. 6. The Lobd killeth, and maketh aUye : He 
bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 7. The Lobd maketh poor, and 
maketh rich : He bringeth low, and ufteth up. 8. He raiseth up the poor out 
of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among 
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory : for the pillars of the 
eiEurth are the Lobd' 8, and He hath set the world upon them. 9. He will keep 
the feet of His saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness ; for by strength 
shall no man preyail. 10. The adyersaries of the Lobd shedl be broken to 
pieces ; out of heaven shall He thunder upon them : the Lobd shall judge the 
ends of the earth : and He shall give strength imto His king, and exalt the 
horn of His anointed. U. And Elkanah went to Bamah to his house. And 



whom she prayed, dedicating him 
to the Lobd ; and full of thankful- 
ness she sings the following hymn, 
in which she not only expresses 
her own joy, and foretells some of 
the events of SamueFs life, but 
describes the promised Sayioub 
of the world. Gomp. the Hymn 
of the Blessed Virgin, Magnificat, 
of whom Hannah is a ^3>e and 
figure, as her name is thiat of S. 
Mary's mother. 

Mine horn. My strength or 
glory ; in allusion to the homed 
head-dress of women in the East, 
or to homed animals whose chief 
defence is their horns. Comp. 
S. Luke i. 69. 

Mif mouth is enlaraed. I can 
now answer those wno rejjroach 
me with barrenness, as Peninnah, 
eh. i. 6. Thus grace (Hannah) 
conquers evil thoughts, tempta^- 
tions, &G. 

4. In the spirit of prophecy 
Hannah confines not herself to her 
own special cause of praise, but 
celebrates God's goodness in mat- 
ters of grace and in national afiairs 
gen 



5. Comp. 8. Luke i. 53 : " He 
hath filled the hungry with ffood 
things ; and the rich He nath 
sent empty awajf ." 

JBhiltTi'^-f of righteousness in 
their own eyes; or, the proud. 
Sungry, hungering after righ- 
teousness; or, the humble. S. 
Matt. v. 6. 

Ceased, to be hungry. 

Seven. A great number. Mys- 
tically this refers to the Church, 
which, barren before Chsist came, 
is now the mother of an innumer- 
able company. Comp. Isa. liv. 1 ; 
Ghd. iv. ^. 

She that hath mamnf. The Jewish 
polity ; or ^rhaps, the world, 

8. Ps. ciiii. 7 ; S. James iv. 6 ; 
S. Luke xiv. 11. 

Pill(»rs. The poles of the earth, 
according to the then common 
notion. Mystically, the " pillars*' 
mean the Apostles and Prophets 
upon whose foundation the Church 
is built. Eph. ii. 20 ; Eev . xxi. 14. 

10. King — anointed. First, Saul 
and David ; secondly, Chbist. 

11. Bamah. Probably not the 
Eamah in Benjamin^ but the same 



208 



THIBD SUNDAY AFTBB TBINITT. 



the child did minister unto the Lobd before Eli the priest. 12. Now the sons 
of Eli were sons of Belial ; they knew not the Lobd. 13. And the priest's 
custom with the people was, that, when any man offered sacrifice, the priest's 
servant came, while the flesh was in seething, with a fleshhook of three teeth in 
his hand ; 14. And he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot : all 
that the fleshhook brought up the priest took for himself. So they did in Shiloh 
imto all the Israelites that came thither. 15. Also before they burnt the &Ay 
the priest's servant came, and said to the man that sacrificed, G-ive flesh to roast 
for the priest ; for he will not have sodden flesh of thee, but raw. 16. And if 
any man said unto him, Let them not fail to bum the &t presently, and then 
take as much as thy soul desireth ; then he would answer him. Nay • but thou 
shalt give it me now : and if not, I will take it by force. 17. Wherefore the 
sin of the young men was veiy great before the Lobd : for men abhorred the 
offering of the Lobd. 18. But Samuel ministered before the Lobd* being a 
child, girded with a linen ephod. 19. Moreover his mother made him a little 
coat, and brought it to him from year to year, when she came up with her hus- 
band to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20. And Eli blessed Elkani^ and his wife, 
and said, The Lobd give thee seed of this woman for the loan which is lent to 
the Lobd. And they went unto their own home. 21. And the Lobd visited 
Hannah, so that she conceived, and bare three sons and two daughters. And 



place as Arimatheea, in the moun- 
tains of Ephraim. 

JSli. Tbe priesthood h^fi. been 
changed from Eleazar's house to 
that of Ithamax. See on ver. 31. 

12. BeliaL See note, Dent, 
xiii. 13. 

13. The priest* 8 cttstom. The 
new and wicked custom intro- 
duced by Eli's sons. This refers 
to the peace-offerings, of which 
the priest's portion was the breast 
and right shoulder. Ley. yii. 31, 
32. . 

14. In Shiloh, This place, the 
sanctuary of Ephraim, where the 
Tabernacle was pitched, stood on 
a small eminence in a wide plain, 
a little to the east of the moun- 
tains of Ephraim. It was se- 
cluded and central : and here the 
Ark remained till it was taken by 
the Philistines. 

16. Burnt the /at Ley.vii. 31. 
It was most strictly forbidden to 
eat the fat. Lev. yii. 26. The 
burning of the fat was that which 
sanctified the offering and made 
it food fit for the priests; but 



these eyil men took it with the 
fat, unsanctified. 

18. Linen ephod. The priestly 
garment befitted him who was to 
be the man of intercession. " Out 
of the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings Thou hast perfected praise." 
S. Matt. xxi. 16. The ephod was 
a short garment with sleeyes ex- 
tending from the neck to the waist, 
where it was fastened with a^rdle. 
Ex. xxyiii. 4; 2 Sam. yi. 14. 
" Samuel" means, " asked of GrOD," 
or " heard of God." 1 Sam i. 17 ; 
yii. 9. 

19. Hannah carefully proyided 
the clothes which Samuel wore 
when not engaged in diyine ser- 
yice ; a type of Hhe Church caring 
for*the eojacation of her little ones. 

Yearly sacrifice. The Fass- 
oyer, and probably the other great 

20. Loan. Ch.i. 28. What we 
dedicate or apply to Gtod's service, 
He accepts as a loan, for He re- 
turns large interest for it, and the 
whole principal. Mark Hannah's 
grateful self-sacrifice in "lend- 
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the child Samuel grew before the Lobb. 22. Now Eli was Tory old, and heard 
all that his sons &d unto all Israel ; and how they lay with the women that 
assembled at the door of the tabemiude of the congregation. 23. And he said 
-onto them, Why do ye such things P for I hear of your evil dealings by all this 
people. 24. Nay, my sons ; for it is no good report that I hear : ye make the 
Lobd's people to transgress. 25. If one man sin against another, the judge 
shall judge him ': but if a man sin against the Lobd, who shall intreat for him P 
Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the yoioe of their father, because the 
Lobd would slay them. 26. And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour 
both with the Lobd, and also with men. 27. And there came a man of GK)D 
unto Eli, and said unto him. Thus saith the Lobd, Did ,1 plainly appear unto 
the house of th^ &ther, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's house P 28. And 
did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to offer upon 
Mine altar, to bum incense, to wear an ephod before Me ? and did I give unto 
the house of thy &ther all the offerings znade by fire of the children of Israel P 
29. Wherefore kick ye at My sacrifice and at Mine offering, which I have com- 
manded in My habitation ; and honourest thy sons above Me, to make your- 
selves &t with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel Mv people P 30. Where- 
fore the Lobd God of Israel saith, I said indeed that uiy house, and the house 
of thy fiither, should walk before Me for ever : but now the Lobd saith. Be it 
far from Me : for them that honour Me I will honour, and they that despise 
Me shall be lightly esteemed. 31. Behold, the days come, that I will cut off 
thine arm, and the arm of thy Other's house, that there shall not be an old 



ing" to the Lobd that which she 
prayed for. 

22. At the door. Not being 
allowed to enter the tabernacle. 

23^26. Eli is a t3rpe of human 
nature, which sees aouses, but is 
powerless of itself to reform them. 

26. Because. " Wherefore," or 
" though." 

Would slay, God wills not the 
death of a smner: but when He 
foresees that the sinner will not 
repent, and that added life will 
only make added sin, He with- 
draws His grace, and lets him 
perish. 

26. Samuel. A type of the new 
nature, or the child of grace. 

27. Souse qftk^ father. Aaron. 
Ex. iv. 27. 

They. The Israelites. In Pha- 
raoh's house. Slaves to Pharaoh. 

28. Offerings. Lev. x. 14 ; vL 
17. 

29. Wherefore. When I have 
thus honoured Uiee, why, &o. P 



^Mfk ye. Spurn ye, like the 
ox kicking at the goaa. 

Honourest thy sons above Me. 
Because though Eli rebuked his 
sons, he allowed them stiU to use 
the ofiTerings as they chose, and 
let them £iily insult Gk)D, rather 
than punish them duly. 

30. Be it far from Me. God's 
election is not irrespective of man's 
conduct. Men can fall from grace 
given: they are answerable for 
me use they make of God's favour, 
and if they misuse or waste it, 
God withdraws it. See Ezek. 
xviii. 24 — 28, and notes thereon. 

31. Thine anrm. Thy strength, 
thy sons, v. 34. Arm of thy fa- 
there house. Thy posterity, re- 
ferring to the slaiighter of Aiume- 
lech and the rest, eightjr-five in 
number. Ch. xxii. 16—19. The 
priesthood had been conferred 
after Aaron, upon Eleazar, his 
eldest son ; then it came to Fhi- 
nehas, the eldest son of Eleazar : 
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man in thine house. S2. And thou shalt see an enem j in My habitation, in 
all the wealth which God shall gire Israel : and there shall not be an old man 
in Ihine house for ever. 33. And the man of thine, whom I shall not cut off 
from Mine altar, shall be to consume thine ejes, and to griere thine heart : and 
all ihb increase of thine house shall die in the flower of their age. 34. And 
this shall be a sign unto thee, tiiat shaU. come upon thy two sons, on Kophni 
and Phinehas ; in one day they shall die both of them. 35. And I will raise 
Me up a fiiithful priest, that shaU do according to that which is in Mine heart 
and in My mind : and I wiU build him a sure house; and he shall walk before 
Mine anouted for eyer. 36. And it shall come to pass, that eyezy one that is 
left in thine house shall come and crouch to him for a piece of silyer and a 
morsel of bread, and shall say, Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priests* 
offices, tiiat I may eat a piece of bread. 



was transfeired from him and his 
family to Eli, a descendant of 
Aaron's yonngest son Ithamar; 
and is now transferred back to 
Eleazar's family on account of the 
sin of EH's sons. 

32. An enemj/* The Philistines 
who took the Ark, " God's habi- 
tation." Ch. iv. 11. 

In all the wealth. At the very 
time when Israel was prosperous, 
and offerings were frequent. 

33. Consume — grieve, i.e., for 
envy, when thou in thy posterity 
shalt see another preferred to the 
priesthood, and tiiy descendants 
only in the lowest offices. 



34. Shall die. Ch. ir. 11. 

35. A faithful priest. Zadok, 
appointed sole high priest by So« 
lomon. 1 Ohron. xxix. 22. 

A sure house. The jiriesthood 
remained in Zadok's family till the 
captivity. 

Mine anointed. The "Kmg, 
True Christian priests walk before 
Cheist, the Great High Priest, 
when they do all thinp in His 
lifame and as in His sight. 

36. Fulfilled in the days of 
Abiaihar, 1 Xings ii. 26, 27. A 
righteous retribution on those 
who took more tlian tiieir shsfe of 
the sacrifices. 



EVENtva. 1 Samuel iii. 

The call of Samuel teaches the blessing of early piety and ohedieneet which 
are the offspring of humility. 

1. And the child Samuel ministered unto the LosD before EIL And the 
word of the Lobd was precious in those days ; there waa no open vision* 
2. And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was hud down in his place, and 
his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see ; 3. And ere the lamp 
of God went out in the t^nple of the Lobd^ where the ark of Gtoi> was, and 



1. Before JEU. Humbly, as be- 
fitted a child before his preceptor. 

Precious. E>are, rarely revealed. 
During aU the times of the Judges, 
we hear only of two prophets, 
Deborah, and the one sent during 
the oppression of the Midianites. 
Judges vi. 8. 8o " there waa no 



open vision," no public revelation 
of God's will. 

2. Wax dim. This is mentioned 
to show that his age and infirmity 
prevented him from watching and 
attending to the Tabernacle. 

3. The Lamp qf God. The 
lamps in the golden candlestick 
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Samnel was laid down to sleep ; 4. That the LosD called SBcmuel : and he 
answered. Here am I. 5. And he ran nnto Eli, and said, Here am I ; for 
thon calledst me. And he said, I called not ; lie down again. And he went 
and Iaj down. 6. And the Losd called yet again, Sunnel. And Samnel 
arose and went to Eli, and said. Here am I ; lor uiou didst call me. And he 
answered, I called not, my son ; lie down again. 7. Now Samuel did not yet 
know the Lokd, neither was the word of the Lobb yet revealed unto hun. 
8. And the Losd called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and 
went to Eli, and said, Here am I ; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceired 
that the LosD had oaJled the child. 9. Therefore Eli said unto Samud, Go, 
lie down : and it shall be, if He call thee, that thou shalt say. Speak, Lobd $ 
for Thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10. 
And the Losd came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. 
Then Samuel answered, Speak ; for Thy servant heareth. U. And the Lobd 
said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of 
every one that heareth it shall tingle. 12. Li that day I will perform against 
Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house : when I besin, I will 
also make an end. 13. For I have told him that I will judge his house for 
ever for the iniquity which he knoweth i because his sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not. 14. And therefore I have sworn unto the 
house of Eli, that the iniquity of EH's house shall not be purged with saorifloe 
nor offering for ever. 15. Aiid Samuel lay until the morning, and opened 
the doors of the house of the Lobd. And Samuel feared to shew Eli tiie 
vision. 16. Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And he 
answered, Here am I. 17. And he said. What is the thing that the Lobd 
hath said imto thee P I pray thee hide it not from me : Gk)D do so to thee, 
and more also, if thou hide any thing from me of aH the things that He said 
unto thee. 18. And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. 



burnt from evening till morning. 
Ex. xxvii. 21. Tkis signified that 
earthly priests and teachers are 
only needed in the night of this 
world; in the day of eternity 
they need no candle, but the 
Lamb is their light. Eev. xxi. 23. 

4. Called Samuel S. Matt, 
xi. 25 : " At that time Jesus an- 
swered and said, I thank Thee, O 
Fatheb, Lobd of heaven and 
earth, because Thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and pru- 
dent, and hast revealed them imto 
babes." 

6. Me went. Obedient, as oyer. 
■ 7. Kiiow, He did not yet know 
the way in which God reyealed 
Himself to His prophets ; but in 
his perplexity he went to the 
priest and received instraction at 
his mouth. 



8. The third time. As if , as in 
the ease of S. Peter (S. Jolm xxi. 
15 — 17), the repeated inyocation. 
of his name was a token of c^eat 
things to be done by him here- 
after. 

10. Came and stood. Words 
used, owing to the poverty of lan- 
guage, to express (jtod's presence 
with Samuel. 

14. The iniquity. The punish* 
ment due for sin. As '' sin," Lot. 
xxiy. 15. 

15. Lm. He was not puffed 
up with tne thoueht of the reve- 
lation vouchsafea unto him, or 
eager to tell the wondrous story. 

17. Qod do 80, May G-od deal 
with thee as He is about to deal 
with me, yea even worse. A 
common form of adjuration among 
i^e Jews. 
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And he said, It is the Losd : let Him do what seemeth Him good. 19. And 
Samuel grew, and the Lobd was with him, and did let none of his words fkll 
to the gromid. 20. And all Israel from Dan eyen to Beersheha knew that 
Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Losd. 21. And the ZionD 
appeared agam in Shiloh : for the Lobd revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh 
by the word of the Lord. 



18. It is the Lord, Here is 
true humility. 

19. Did let none of his words 
fall to the grownd, Samuel, bj 

God's grace, spoke nothing in 
vain, whether in exhortation or 
prophecy. Comp. ch. ix. 6 ; Ezek. 
xxxiii. 33. His words partook of 
his communioti with God, were 
full of God. 

20. Dcm — Beersheha. The nor- 
thern and southern extremities of 
the Holy Land. 



Was established. Samuel, though 
not of Aaron's family, was pro- 
bably a Levite, descended from 
Kohath, 1 Chr. vi. 27, sqq., 34, 36. 
He appears to have been now vir- 
tually appointed Judge of Israel. 
His father is called an Ephrathite 
(ch. i. 1), because he sojourned in 
that district, the Levites not being 
forced to live in the Levitical cities. 

21. By the word of the Lord. 
Not by dreams or visions, but 
His Word, His Son. 



FOUETH SUISDAY AFTER TBINITY, 

MoBimro-. 1 Samuel xii. 

SamueVs example of justice and obedience is contrasted with the discontent 
and distrust of the Israelites which they showed by asking a king, SamueVs 
triple office as prophet, priest ^ and ruler, points to Christ* s thre^old office as 
Prophet, Priest, and King, 

1. And Samuel eaid unto all Israel, Behold, I have hearkened unto your 
voice in all that ye said unto me, and hare made a king over you. 2. And 
now, behold, the king walketh before you : and I am old and grayheaded ; 
and, behold, my sons are with you : and I have walked before you from my 
childhood unto this d^. 3. Behold, here I am : witness against me before 
the Lobd, and before His anointed : whose ox have I taken ? or whose ass 
have I taken ? or whom have I defrauded ? whom have I oppressed ? or of 
whose hand have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewitii ? and I 
will restore it you. 4. And they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, nor 
oppressed us, neither hast thou taken ought of any man's hand. 5. And he 
said unto them, The Lobd is witness against you, and His anointed is witness 



1. Have made. By prophetic 
designation and consecration. Ch. 
X. 1. 

2. Walketh b^ore you. Governs 
you in my place. Num. xxvii. 
16, 17. Samuel seems now to have 



laid aside his judicial office, and to 
have confined himself to his pro- 
phetical and priestly functions. 

Are with you. Kot over you, 
but subjects with you. See ch. 
vm. 6. 
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this day, that je haye not found ought in my hand. And ihej answered, He 
is witness. 6. And Samuel said unto the people, It is the Lobd That advanced 
Moses and Aaron, and That hrought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 

7. "Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you before the Lobd of 
all the righteous acts of the Lobd, which He did to you and to your Others. 

8. When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers cried unto the Lobd, 
then the Lobd sent Moses and Aa^n, which brought forth your &thers out of 
Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. 9. And when they forgat the 
Lobd their God, He sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain oi the host of 
Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of 
Moab, and they fought against them. 10. And they cried unto the Lobd, 
and said. We have sinnMl, because we haye forsaken the Lobd, and haye 
seryed Baalim and Ashtaroth : but now deliyer us out of the hand of our 
enemies, and we will serye Thee. U. And the Lobd sent Jerubbaal, and 
Bedan, and Jephtha, and Samuel, and deliyered you out of the hand of your 
enemies on eyery side, and ye dwelled safe. 12. And when ye saw that 
Nahash the king of the children of Ammon came against you, ye said unto 
me, Nay ; but a king shall reign oyer us : when the Lobd your God was your 
king. 13. Now therefore behold the king whom ye haye chosen, and whom 
ye haye desired ! and, behold, the Lobd hath set a king oyer you. 14. If ye 
will fear the Lobd, and serye Him, and obey His yoice, and not rebel against 
the commandment of the Lobd, then shall both ye and fdso the king that 
reigneth oyer you continue following the Lobd ^our God : 15. But if ye will 
not obey the yoice of the Lobd, but rebel against the commandment of the 
Lobd, then shall the hand of the Lobd be against you, as it was against your 
fathers. 16. Now therefore stand and see this great thing, which the Lobd 
will do before your eyes. 17. Is it not wheat harvest to-day ? I will call 
unto the Lobd, and He shall send thunder and rain ; that ye may perceive 
and see that your wickedness i«i great, which ye have done in the sight of the 
Lobd, in aslong you a king. 18. So Samuel called imto the Lobd ; and the 



6. Moses and Aaron. He men- 
tions them out of humility, to 
show that others haye been as 
M^hly favotired as he. He also 
wishes to mark the people's in- 
gratitude in askinj^ a king, by 
reminding them of the mercies 
which they had received when 
God alone was their king. 

7. Highteous acts, Mar|^. : ''Be- 
nefits." Acts of mercy, dispensa- 
tions. 

9. Sisera, Judg. iv. 2. 

The Philistines, Judg. x. 7; 
xiii. 1. 

Moah, Judg. iii. 12. 

10. Ashtaroth, Comp. Judg. 
ii. 13. " Baalim," plur., seems td 
mean all male gods, and " Ashta- 
roth" all goddesses. Ashtoreth 



herself was the great Syrian di- 
yinity, also called Astarte, and 
probably the same as the Greek 
Aphrodite, the goddess of sensual 
love. 

11. Jerubbaal, Or Gideon. 
Judg, vi. 14, 32. 

Bedan, According to the Greek 
version, " Barak." Bedan is also 
thought to be either Jair (Judg. 
X. 3 ; 1 Chr. vii. 17), or Samson, 
as though it were written Ben- 
Dan, Son of Dan, to which tribe 
he belonged. 

12. Nahush, See ch. xi. 

17. Tf^at harvest. About the 
end of June, when thunder and 
rain were nerer known in Pales- 
tine. 

Wickedness, They who put 



214 



FOUSTH 8UWDAY ATTIB TBINITY. 



LoBD eent thunder and rain that day : and all the people greatly feaxed ^e 
LosD and Samuel. 19. And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy 
senrants unto the Lobd thy 6k>D, that we die not : for we have added unto all 
our ains this evil, to ask us a king. 20. And Samuel said unto the people, 
Fear not : ye have done all this wickedness : yet turn not aside fi*om foUowing 
the Lobd, hut serve the Lobd with all your heart; 21. And turn ye not 
aside: for then should ye go after yain things, which cannot profit nor 
deliyer ; for they are vain. 22. For the Lobd will not forsake His people for 
His great name s sake : hecause it hath pleased the Lobd to make you Hia 
peopk. 23. Moreover as for me, God forhid that I should sin against the 
Lobd in ceasing to pray for you : hut I will teach you the good and the right 
way ! 24. Only fear the Lobd, and serve Him in truth with all your heart ; 
for consider how great things He hath done for you. 25. But if ye shall still 
do wickedly, ye shall he consumed, hoth ye and your king. 



their trust in carnal man, cast 
away the assistance of divine 
ffrace. Hos. xiii. 11 : "I gave 
uiee a king in Mine anger." 

21. Vain things. Idols or false 
gods. 1 Cor. viii. 4: " We know 



that an idol is nothing in. the 
world." 

23. Sin, Samuel, tlie man of 
intercession, is a type of our great 
High Priest, Who "ever liveth. 
to make intercession for us." 



EvENiNa. 1 Samuel xiii. 

Again, the duti/ulnen and obedience qf Samuel is eontraated ufith the <m- 
paiience and disobedience of Saul, and the timidity and distrust qf the people. 
In Saul we see natural excellence, without faith or religious principle, 

1. Saul reigned one year; and when he had reined two years over 
Israel, 2. Saul chose him three thousand men of Israel ; whereof two thou- 
sand were with Saul in Michmash and in mount Beth-el, and a thousand were 
with Jonathan in GKheah of Benjamin : and the rest of the people he sent 
eveiy man to his tent. S. And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines 
that W9S in Qeha, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul hlew the trumpet 
throughout all the land, saying. Lei the Hebrews hear. 4. And all Israel 
heard say that Saul had smitten a garrison of the Philistines, and ihat Israel 
also was had in abomination with Sie Philistines. And the people were called 
together after Saul to GilgaL 5. And the Philistinee ga4ihered themselves 



1. Saul reigned. Or, ** was the 
son of one year in hia reigning." 
Marg. That is, he was pure and 
innocent in his reign, like a child 
of a year old. But when he had 
reigned two years* he fell into 
fldn. Others wink that it means, 
that Saul liad reigned one year 
when the events <» ch. zii. took 
place ; and when he had reigned 
two yews, the eventa af%»rwards 



narrated happened. The passage 
is not found m the LXX version. 

2. Michmash. Now Mukmas^ 
and probably the same as, or 
very near to, AL 

3. Geha, Now Jeba, on the 
wild hills between Gibeah and 
Michmash, six miles north of Je- 
rusalem. 

4. Gilaal. Ok the.boundajy of 
hia kingdom, in the vale of Jordan. 



FOTTBTH SUITDAT AFTBB TBINTPT. 



215 



togefiher to fight with Israel, thiiiy thousand chanots, Bad six tiiousand 
honemen, and people as the sand which is on the sea shore in moltitnde : and 
the^ came np, and pitched in Miehmash, eastward from. Beth-aven. 6. When 
the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait, (for the people were distressed,) 
then the people did hide themselyes in cayes, and in ihiokets, and in rooks, 
and in high places, and in pits. 7. And some of the Hebrews went oyer 
Jordan to the land of Ghad and GKlead. As for Saul, be was jet in Q-ilgal, and 
all the people followed him trembhng. 8. And he tarried seyen days, accord- 
ing to the set time that Samuel had appointed : but Samuel came not to 
G^figal ; and the people were scattered m>m him. 9. And Saul said, Bring 
hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. And he offered the burnt 
offering. 10. And it came to pass, that as soon as he had made an end of 
offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came ; and Saul went out to meet 
htm, that he mieht salute him. 11. And Samuel said, What hast thou done? 
And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and 
that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philiivtines 
gathered themselyes together at Miehmash ; 12. Therefore said I, The Phi- 
listines will come down now upon me to Qilgal, and I haye not mJade suppli- 
cation unto the Lobd : I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering. 

13. And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly : thou hast not kept 
the commandment of the Lokd thy Gk)D, which He commanded thee : for 
now would the Lobd haye established Uiy kingdom upon Israel for eyer. 

14. But now thy kingdom shall not continue : the Lobd hath sought Him a 
man after His Own heart, and the Lobd hath commanded him to be captain 
oyer His people, because thou hast not kept that which the Lobd commanded 
thee. 15* AJad Samuel arose, and gat him up from Gilgal unto Gibeah of 
Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people that were present with him, about 
six hundred men. 16. And Saul, and (Jonathan his son, and the people that 



6. Gathered together. On their 
own plains, before ascending the 
mountain passes. When any true 
Christian attacks a preyalent evil 
habit, the king of darkness sathers 
bis forces together to " fight with 
Lgrael." 

Thirty thomarhd, Cammentators 
think this is a mistake of the co- 
pyists for 3000, and that thia latter 
number includes all the baggage 
wagons, &c., as well as the war 
chariots. 

Beth-aven. "House of vanity,** 
east of Bethel. 

8. Seven days. I.e. till the be- 
ginning of the seventh day : but 
was too Impatient and incredulous 
of spiritual powers to wait till its 
dose. Comp. eh. x. 8. 

^, "Severed, Perhaps by the 
hands or the priests who were 



with him; for Samuel does not 
accuse Saul «f usurping the priests' 
office. In his rash superstition 
he broke through the restraint 
imposed upon him by the prophet, 
regarding only the form of reli- 
gion, knowing nothing of its spirit. 

13. Thou hast done foolishly. 
This waiting was appointed to be 
the trial of Saul's faith. This 
would show whether he trusted 
in God or in himself; whether he 
could wait for God and upon G^d. 

14. A man. Even one who said, 
" I waited patiently for the Lobd." 
Ps. xl. 1. 

Math commanded., In His eter- 
nal purpose, and knowing that 
Saul would persist in his pride 
and self-will, though the com- 
mand had aot yet been given to a 
human agent. 
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were present with them, abode in GKbeah of Benjamin : but the PhilistineB 
encamped in Michmash. 17. And the spoilers came out of the camp of the 
Philistines in three companies : one company turned unto the way that leadeth 
to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual : 18. And another company turned the 
way to Beth-horon : and another company turned to the way of the border 
that looketh to the yaUey of Zeboim toward the wilderness. 19. Now there 
was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel : for the Philistines said. 
Lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears : 20. But all the Israelites 
went down to the Philistines, to sharpen eyery man his share, and his coulter, 
and his ax, and his mattock. 21. Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and 
for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. 
22. So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither swoni nor 
spear found in the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and 
Jonathan : but with Saul and with Jonathan his son was there found. 23. 
And the garrison of the Philistines went out to the passage of Michmash. 



16. GHheah, or Geba, as ver. 3. 

17. In three companies. They 
followed the three yalleys which 
radiate north, west, and east, 
from the uplands of Michmash. 
The three bands are types of sin 
in thought, word, and deed, or of 
the world, the flesh, and the deyil. 

ShuaL "The fox." Zeboim, 
" Hyenas." 

18. The wilderness. Of Jordan. 

19. See on Judg. y. 8, and 



comp. 2 Slings xxiy. 14; Jer. 
xxiv. 1. 

20. To the Philistines. Not to 
their country, but their stations 
and garrisons. 

To sharpen. Secular learning 
and wisdom aid the Christian in 
his daily life. 

23. The passage. A deep ^orge 
between the hill where Sam was 
encamped and Michmash. 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTEE TRINITY. 

MoBimro. 1 Samuel xy. 

SaiiCs crouming act qf disobedience is here told^ to show the sif^ness qf 
partial obedience^ the guilt qf presuming to question the least qf God*s eom^ 
mtmdmentSt the evil qf trusting to one*s ovm heart and natural judgment m 
carrying out the law qf Ood, 

1. Samuel also said unto Saul, The Lobd sent me to anoint thee to be kins 
oyer His people, oyer Israel : now therefore hearken thou imto the yoioe of 
the words of the Lord. 2. Thus saith the Lobd of hosts, I remember that 
which Amaiek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when he 



1 . Anoint. Samuel reminds Saul 
of the ^race he has received, and 
sends him on his second trial. 

2. That which he did. See Ex. 
xvii. 8 ; Deut. xxv. 17, 18. The 



Amalekites were descended from 
Amaiek, grandson to Esau (Gren. 
xxxvi. 12, 16), and dwelt chiefly 
south of Palestine in Arabia Pe- 
tr»a, though some of them seem 
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came up from Egypt. 3. Now go and smite Amaiek, and utterly destroy all 
that they haye, and spare them not ; but slay both man and woman, infant 
and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 4. And Saul gathered the people 
together, and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen, and 
ten thousand men of Judah. 5. And Saul came to a city of Amaiek, and laid 
wait in the yalley. 6. And Saul said unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get you 
down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them : for ye showed 
kindness to all the children of Israel, when they came up out of Egypt. So 
the Kenites departed frt>m among the Amalekites. 7. And Saul smote the 
Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest to Shur, that is over against Egypt. 
8. And he took Agag the kins of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed 
all the people with the edge of the sword. 9. But Saul and the people spared 
Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the 
lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them : but eyeiy- 
thing that was yile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 10. Then came 
the word of the Lobd unto Samuel, saying, 11. It repenteth Me that I haye 
set up Saul to be king : for he is turned back from following Me, and hath 
not performed My commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried 
unto the Lobd all night. 12. And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in 
the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Garmel, and, behold, he 
set hJTTi up a place, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal. 
13. And Samuel came to Saul : and Saul said unto him. Blessed be thou of 
the Lobd : I have performed the commandment of the Lobd. 14. And 
Samuel said. What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and 
the lowing of the oxen which I hear P 15. And Saul said. They have brought 
them from the Amalekites : for the people spared the best of the sheep and of 



to have lived in the mountains of 
Ephraim, and they often joined 
the enemies of the Israelites, till 
their final destruction under He- 
zekiah. 1 Chron. iv. 43. 

3. Smite Amaiek. Even as the 
Christian is bidden to have no 
peace with his spiritual enemies. 
jS^o half measures are of any 
avail against sin. 

4. ^laim, Near Gilgal, if not 
the same place. 

6. Down, For they dwelt in the 
motmtains. See on ]Num. xxiv. 21. 

7. JSavilah — Shur, The boun- 
daries respectively on the east and 
west. Comp. Gen. xxv. 18. 

8. Agag. The hereditary name 
of the kings of Amaiek. iNumb. 
rxiv. 7. 

9. Spared Agag. From pride, 
in order perhaps to lead him in 
triumph. Agag is a type of carnal 



appetite, wliich ought especially 
to be destroyed by him who de- 
sires to please God. 

11. It r^enteth, God's "re- 
pentance" means a change of His 
Own dispensation. He uses man's 
language to make Himself intel- 
ligible to man. The change was 
properly in Saul, who did not 
carry out the conditions on which 
the kingdom was given to him. 

12. Uarmel, ISot the famous 
moimtain on the sea coast, but a 
town in the south of Judah. 

Set him up a place. A trophy, 
or triumphal mound or arch, to 
mark his victory. 

13. I have performed. Either 
not seeing the need of scrupulous 
obedience, or seeking to blind 
Samuel. 

15. The people. Even as Adam 
threw the Dlaine on his wife. 
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the oxen, to 8acri£oo unto the Lobd thj Gk)D ; and the reit we hare utterly 
destroyed. 16. Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what 
the IjORD hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on. 
17. And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou 
not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the Lokd anointed thee king 
over Israel P 18. And the Lobd sent thee on a journey, and said, 6k> and 
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until they 
be consumed. 19. Wherefore then didst thou not obey the Yoioe of the Lobb, 
but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst eyil in the sight of the Lobd ? 20. And 
Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the yoice of the Lokd, and have 
gone the way which the Lord sent me, and have brought Agag the king of 
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21. But the people took 
of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which should haye been 
utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the Lobd ihy Gton in GilgaL 22. And 
Samuel said. Hath the Lobd as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
as in obeying the yoice of the Lobd ? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. 23. For rebellion is as the sin of witch* 
craft) and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lobd, He hath also rejected thee from being king. 24. And 
Saul said unto Samuel, I haye sinned : for I haye transgressed the oommand- 
ment of the Lobd, and thy words : because I feared the people, and obeyed 
their yoice. 25. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sm, and turn again 
with me, that I may worship the Lobd. 26. And Samuel said unto Saul, I 
wiU not return with thee : ror thou hast rejected the word of the Lobd, and 
the Lobd hath rejected thee from being king oyer Israel. 27. And as Samuel 
turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. 
28. And Samuel said imto him. The Lobd hath rent the kingdom of Israel 
from thee this day, and hath giyen it to a neighbour of thine, that is better 
than thou. 29. And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent : for 
He is not a man, that He should repent. 30. Then he said, I haye sinned : 
yet honour me now, I prajr thee, before the elders of my people, and before 
Israel, and turn again with me, that I may worship the Lobd thy 0OD. 



To sacrifice. Hiding liis dis- 
obedience under a show of cle- 
mency and rel ig ion. 

5% God, Whom thou lovest 
and honourest, and therefore th<m 
canst not blame me. 

17. Little in thine own sight. 
Humble-minded. 

20. To leave off sin, but not to 
repent, wins no forgiveness. 

22. Obedience is the true sacri- 
fice, the sacrifice of the soul, the 
offering up of the will to God. 
See Hos. vi. 6 ; Isa. i. 11—13 ; S. 
Matt. ix. 13; and comp. Prov. 
zxi. 3. 

23. Witchcraft, Divination, 
using the devil s aid, &c., crimes 



punislied with death. Lev. xz. 6, 

Iniquity, Infidelity, apostasy. 
A rebel against lawful authority- 
is no better than a sorcerer or a 
heathen. 

24. 1 home sinned. Here is no 
true repentance. The confession 
is not accompanied with humilia- 
tion before Gtod, or a willingnesa 
to be humbled before men. See 
w. 25, 30. S«ligion never touched 
his heart. He seeks merelv his 
own honour, not God's. He loved 
the praise of men more than the 
praise of God. S. John xii. 43. 

29. Nor repent. God changes 
His work, not His will. 
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31. So Samael tamed again after Saul; and Saul worshipped the Lobd. 

32. Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the king of the Amalekites. 
And Agag came unto nim deUcatelj. And Agag said. Surely the hittemess of 
death is past. 33. And Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women child- 
less, so shall thy mother he childless among women. And Samuel hewed Agag 
in pieces hefore the Lobd in Gilgal. 34. Then Samuel went to Bamah ; and 
Saul went up to his house to Qibeah of Saul. 35. And Samael came no more 
to see Saul until the day of his death : nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul : 
and the Lobd repented that He had made Saul king oTer Israel. 



32. Delicately, Not as thoush 
in fear of death, but effeminatefy, 

Is past, I have escaped the 
battle, and have nothing more to 
fear. So carnal lusts fi^ow bolder, 
the longer they are left and not 
destroyed. 

33. Hewed A^ag in pieces. Ei- 
ther Samuel himself did this (as 



Phinehas), or it was done by his 
order. "Agag** is slain by the 
prophet, when by priestly absolu- 
tion and counsel vices are mor- 
tified and killed. Col. iii. 5. 

Btfore the Lord, As a solemn 
act of sacrifice. Oomp. Isa. xxxiy . 6. 

35. Until the day. Never again. 
Comp. S. Matt. i. 26. 



EvBNnro. 1 Samuel xviL 

The chief point in David* s character, and the foundation qf all his virtues, 
was his faith in Ood accompanied with the deepest humility. Thus he is called 
<* the man after God*s own heart,** one who thought as God thinks, willed as God 
wills. He is a type of Christ, and a pattern to all thristians, Goliath is a type 
of the unbelieving world, or Satan, or Antichrist, fighting in their gigantic 
strength against the Church, and subdued by the power of Christ exerting itself 
in weak instruments. He is also an emblem qf pride which attacks God* s people 
when other vices are subdued, 

1, Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle, and were 
gathered together at Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, and pitched be- 
tween Shochoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 2. And Saul and the men 
of Israel were gathered together, and pitched by the valley of £lah, and set 
the battle in array against the Philistines. 3. And the Philistines stood 
on a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the 
other side : and there was a valley between them. 4. And there went out a 
champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Gohath, of Gktth, whose 
height was six cubits and a span. 5. And he had an helmet of brass upon 
his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail ; and the weight of the coat 

grew there. It is a black, deep 
valley, with a mountain torrent 
runnmg through the midst of it. 
It is now called Wady Es Sumt. 

4. Six cubits and a span. Nearly 
twelve feet. 



1. Shochoh. Now Shuweikeh. 
It lies in a gap of the hiUs west of 
Bethlehem, on the descent from 
the hill-country of Judsea to the 
plain of Philistia. 

2. Valley of Ulah, So called 
from the " Terebinth tree'* which 
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was fiye thousand shekels of brass. 6. And he had greaves of brass upon, 
his legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders. 7. And the staff of his 
spear was like a wearer's beam ; and his spear's head weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron : and one bearing a shield went before him. 8. And he stood 
and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them, Whj are ye come out 
to set jour battle in array ? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul ? 
choose vou a man for you, and let him come down to me. 9. If he be able to 
fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your servants : but if I prevail 
against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us. 10. And 
the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this day : give me a man, that 
we may fight together. U. When Saul and all Israel heard those worids of 
the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 12. Now David was 
the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem-judah, whose name was Jesse ; and 
he had eight sons : and the man went among men for an old man in the days 
of Saul. 13. And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to 
the battle : and the names of his three sons that went to the battle were Eliab 
the firstborn, and next unto him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14. And 
David was the youngest : and the three eldest followed Saul. 15. But David 
went and returned from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Beth-lehem. 16. And 
the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty 
davs. 17. And Jesse said imto David his son, Take now for thy brethren an 
epnah of this parched com, and these ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy 
brethren ; 18. And carry these t<en cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, 
and look how thy brethren &re, and take their pledge. 19. Now Saul, and 



6. Mve thousand shekels. Be- 
tween 150 and 200 pounds. 

6. A target. A small shield 
hunpf from his neck. The armour 
of the giant is a type of the va- 
rious sophistries and pleas with 
which sin is defended. 

7. Six hundred shekels. Some 
16 or 20 pounds. 

One bearing a shield. So the 
devil makes use of the examples 
of the wicked to mask his own 
attacks. 

8. Choose you a man. , At 
Chbist's coming, the devil seemed 
to defy the whole race of man to 
resist his temptation. 

11. Dismayed. Till Chbist 
came (represented by David), the 
pride of the devil could not be 
vanquished : and who, without 
Chbist to aid him, would not fear 
Satan's power P 

12. T/iat = a certain. 
Beth'lehem-judah. '' House of 



bread." On a narrow ridge, six 
miles south of Jerusalem. 

JSiaht sons. S«ckoning his 
grandson Jonadab, the son of Shi- 
meah, or Shammah, who, it seems, 
was brought up and adopted by 
Jesse. See 1 Chron. ii. 13 — 16. 

Went among men. Was known 
as a very old man, and therefore 
unfit for war. 

16. From Saul. See ch. xvi. 
19, sqq. 

16. jForty days. This space of 
time represents the period during 
which the devil vexed mankind 
till Chbist came and conquered 
him, first in the desert after His 
forty days* fast, and next on Cal- 
vary. It also typifies the present 
time till the mial overthrow of 
Antichrist. 

17. Anephah. About seven gal- 
lons. 

18. The captain. So Chbist, 
when He came among us, set an 
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they, and all the men of Israel, were in the yallej of Elah, fightmg with the 
PhUistines. 20. And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep 
with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him ; and he 
came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the fight, and shouted for the 
battle. 21. For Israel and the Phihstines had put the battle in array, army 
against army. 22. And Bayid left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of 
the carriage, and ran into the army, and came and saluted his brethren. 
23. And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the 
Philistine of Gktth, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the PhilistmeB, and 
spake according to the same words : and Dayid heard them. 24. And all the 
men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid. 
25. And the men of Israel said, Haye ye seen this man that is come up ? 
surely to defy Israel is he come up : and it shall be, that the man who killeth 
him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him Ins daughter, 
and make his father's house free in Israel. 26. And David spake to the men 
that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philis- 
tine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel P for who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God P 27. And the 
people answered him after this manner, saying. So shall it be done to the man 
that killeth him. 28. And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto 
the men ; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said. Why 
oamest thou down hither P and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in 
the wilderness P I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart ; for 
thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle. 29. And David said. 
What have I now done ? Is there not a cause ? 30. And he turned from 
him toward another, and spake after the same manner : and the people an- 
swered him again after the former manner. 31. And when the words were 
heard which David spake, they rehearsed them before Saul : and he sent for 
him. 32. And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of him ; 
thy servant will go and flght with this Philistine. 33. And Saul said to 
David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him : for 
thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. 34. And David 
said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a Uon, and 
a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock : 35. Aiid I went out after him, and 



example of obedience and sub- 
mission to " the powers that be." 

Take their pledge. Some token 
from them to show that they were 
safe and well. 

20. To the trench, which sur- 
rounded the camp. 

22. Sis carriage, Marg.: "The 
vessels from upon him." The bur- 
den he had brought with him, 
probably upon some beast of bur- 
den. 

25. Free, From taxes, &c. A 
royal privilege. So they who 
conquer the devil are free from 
the dominion of sin. And our 



LoBD made His house the Church 
free from the bondage of Satan. 

28. Fride. As though David 
had been rendered proud by the 
anointing which he nad received 
at Samuel's hands. Oh. xvi. 13. 
So the Jews ridiculed Christ's 
pretensions, and attributed evil 
motives to Him. "Neither did 
His brethren believe in Him." S. 
John vii. 6. 

29. Is there not a cause ? viz., 
for my coming. S. John vi. 38: 
" I came . . . not to do Mine Own 
will, but ijfie will of Him That sent 
Me." Comp. 1 S. Pet. ii. 23. 
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smote him, and deUyered it out of his mouth : and when he arose against me^ 
I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 36. Thj servant 
slew both the lion and the bear : and this unciroumcised Philistine shall be as 
one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the liying GtOD, 37. David 
said moreover, The Lord That delivered me out of the paw of the Hon, and 
out of the paw of the bear. He will deliver me out of the hand of this Philis- 
tine. And Saul said unto David, Gk>, and the Lobd be with thee. 38. And 
Saal armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his 
head ; also he armed him with a coat of mail. 39. And David girded his 
sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go } for he had not proved it. And 
David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these { for I have not proved them. 
And David put them off him. 40. And he took his staff in his hand, and 
chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's 
bag which he had, eveix in a scrip ; and his sling was in his hand : and he drew 
near to the Philistine. 41. And ihe Philistine came on and drew near unto 
David i and the man that bare the shield went before him. 42. And when 
the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him : for he was but 
a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 43. And the Philistine said 
imto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves P And the Phi- 
listine cursed David by his gods. 44. And the Philistine said to David, 
Gome to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts 
of the field. 45. Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with 
a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield : but I come to thee in the 19'ame 
of the LoBD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, Whom thou hast defi.ed. 
46. This day will the Lokd deliver thee into mine hand j and I will smite 
thee, and take thine head from thee ; and I will give the carcases of the host 
of the Philistines this day imto the fowls of the au*, and to the wild beasts of 
tiie earth ; that all the earth may know that there is a Gk>D in Israel. 47. And 
all this assembly shall know that the Lobd saveth not with sword and spear : 
for the battle is the Lobd's, and He will give you into our hands. 48. And 
it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet 
David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 
49. And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, 
and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehMd ; 



39. Assayed to go. He tried 
how he could move in them, for 
he had never yet borne such arms. 
The statement (ch. xvi. 21,) that 
David became Saul's armour- 
bearer may be introduced out of 
strict chronological order. Chbist 
was advised by men to come like 
oUier prophets. See S. John vii. 
4; S. Mark iii. 32. 

Put them off him. So Chris- 
tians were no longer bound by the 
ceremouial law of the Jews, in 
their battle of life. Comp. Acts 
XV. 10. David is a pattern to the 
Christian of all tim^ in whom 



perfect love easteth out fear. He, 
as it were, puts off the old law, 
and puts on the new man, which 
is faith in Chbist. 

40. His staff. As Chbist His 
Cross. Comp. 2 Cor. x. 3, 4 : " For 
though we walk in the flesh, we 
do not war after the flesh : (for the 
weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through Gronto 
the pulling down of strongholds.)" 

Smooth stones. Emblems of the 
Holy Sc rip tures, or of the Five 
predous W ounds of Chbist. 

49. Forehead, Humility oasts 
down pride. 
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and he &11 upon his face to the earth. 50. So Dayid pierailed over the Phi- 
listme with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him ; 
but there was no sword in the hand of David. 51. Therefore Dayid ran, and 
stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath 
thereof and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philis- 
tines saw their champion was dead, they fled. 52. And the men of Israel 
and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until thou come 
to the yalley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines 
fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gkldi, and unto Ekron. 53. And 
the children of Israel returned firom chasing after the Philistines, and they 
spoiled their tents. 54. And Dayid took the head of the Philistine, and 
l»ought it to Jerusalem ; but he put his armour in his tent. 55. And when 
Bsul saw Dayid go forth against the Philistine, he said unto Abner, the captain 
of the host, Abner, whose son is this youth ? And Abner said, As thy soul 
liyeth, O king, I cannot tell. 56. And4he king said. Enquire thou whose son 
the stripling is. 57.. And as Dayid returned from the slaughter of the Phi- 
listine, Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with the head of the 
Philistine in his hand. 58. And Saul said to him. Whose son art thou, thou 
young man ? And Dayid answered, I am the son of thy servant Jesse the 
Beth-lehemite. 



61. Took hi* sword, SoChsist, 
by the agency of those who, be- 
fore regeneration, were children 
of wratli and on the devil's side, 
advances His own kingdom and 
destroys Satan's power. Again, 
Christ by death destroyed death. 

Cut off his head. It is not 
enough to overcome sin ; we must 
mortify and kill afl vices in ns. 

62. Gath—Hkron. Two of the 
five chief cities of the Philistines. 

Shaaraim was on the border of 
Judah, east of the other towns. 

64. To Jertualem, to intimidate 
the Jebusites, who still kept pos- 
session of Sion. Thus Christ 
showed His victory over Satan to 
unbelieving nations by sending 
among them His Apostles to 
preach and work miracles. 

In his tent, David's tent is a 
figure of the Church, in which 
siimers saved fi:om Satan's power 



are set, and the devil's wiles are 
exposed. 

66. Whose son, Saul may have 
known -David's person, but have 
forgotten his parentage ; or, hav- 
inff only seen liim when he him- 
self was suffering from the evil 
spirit that troubled him (ch. xvi. 
14), he may have f ailed to recog- 
nize the youth; and David pro- 
bably returned home after his first 
introduction to Saul. 

I cannot tell. Probably Abner 
had not seen him before he went 
to the battle. 

66. Enquire thou, Saul is anx- 
ious to know David's family and 
tribe in his jealousy as to his being 
possibly his destined successor. 

68. I am the son. So after 
Christ's Crucifixion and Kesur- 
rection many recognized Him to 
be the Son of God. 
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MoRNnra. 2 Samuel xii. 

David had committed two grievous nnSf adultery and murder : the prophet is 
tent to rebuke %tm : he repente, eonfeeeee, and is forgiven. We see here the 
great natural infirmity qf the best of men, the self-delusion of sin, how it 
deadens the conscience, and far a time extinguishes the spiritual perception ; we 
see also that where trust in God is not lost, repentance will come. David*s tm- 
shaken faith in God, even when God was punishing Mm for his sin, is the great 
Christian lesson for us to learn. His perfect repentance after so great a fall 
showed perhaps greater faith than his youthful piety. 

1. And the Lobd sent Nathan unt(T Dayid. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men in one city ; the one rich, and the other 
poor. 2. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds : 3. But the 
poor man had nothing, save one Httle ewe lamb, which he had bought and 
nourished up : and it grew up together with him, and with his children j it did 
eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter. 4. And there came a trayeller unto the rich num, 
and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the 
wayfaring man that was come unto him ; but took the poor man's lamb, and 
dressed it for the man that was come to him. 5. And David's anger was 
greatly kindled against the man ; and he said to Nathan, As the Lobd liyeth, 
the man that hath done this thing shall surely die : 6. And he shall restore 
the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. 
7. And Nathan said to Dayid, Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lobd Qod 
of Israel, I anointed thee king oyer Israel, and I deliyered thee out of the 
hand of Saul ; 8. And I gaye thee thy master's house, and thy master's 
wiyes into thy bosom, and gaye thee the house of Israel «nd of Judah ; and 
if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and 
such things. 9. Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the 
Lobd, to do evil in His sight ? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the 



1. Sent Nathan, the prophet, in 
order to awaken Dayid s con- 
science, which now had slumbered 
nearly a year, and to make him 
his own judge. Jer. xxxi. 18 : 
" Turn Thou me, and I shall be 
tuTDed." Chbist must seek that 
which was lost, ere it can be re- 
covered. 

There were two men. Nathan's 
parable aptly represents the case, 
Dayid with his many wives and 
concubines, Uriah with his one 
beloved, and the wanderine desire 
(the traveller) that made me poor 
man's wife its prey. 



5. Shall sti/rely die. Thus pass- 
ing sentence upon himself. 

6. Fourfold. See Exod. xxii. 1. 
SoDavidlostfour sons byuntimely 
deaths, the child by ibathsheba, 
Amnon, Absalom, and Adonijah. 
Ch. xiii. ; rviii. ; 1 Kings ii. 

8. Wives. Polygamy waa al- 
lowed to the Jews because of the 
hardness of their hearts ; but ori- 
ginally God " made them a male 
and a female." S. Matt. zix. 4. 

9. Killed Uriah. See ch. xi. 
16,24. 

The. Hittite. Uriah was pro- 
bably a proselyte. 
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Bword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon. 10. Now therefore the sword shall never 
depart firom thine house ; because thou hast despised Me, and hast taken the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. U. Thus saith the Lobd, Behold, I 
will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy 
wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie 
with thy wives in the sight of this sun. 12. For thou didst it secretly : but 
I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. 13. And David said 
unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lobd. And Nathan said unto David, 
The Lobd also hath put away thy sin ; thou shalt not die. 14. Howbeit, 
because by this deed tiiou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the 
Lobd to blaspheme, the child also that is bom unto thee shall surely die. 
15. And Nathan departed unto his house. And the Lobd struck the child 
that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it was very sick. 16. David therefore 
besought God for the child ; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night 
upon the earth. 17. And the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to 
raise him up from the earth : but he would not, neither did he eat bread with 
them. 18. And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead : for they said, 
Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake imto him, and he would not 
hearken unto our voice : how wiU he then vex himself, if we tell him that the 
child is dead ? 19. But when David saw that his servants whispered, David 
perceived that the child was dead : therefore David said unto his servants. Is 
the child dead? And they said. He is dead. 20. Then David arose from the 
earth, and washed, and anointed himself and changed his apparel, and came 
into the house of the Lobd, and worshipped : then he came to his own house ; 
and when he required, they set bread before him, and he did eat. 21. Then 
said his servants unto him. What thing is this that thou hast done P thou 
didst fast and weep for the child, while it was alive ; but when the child was 
dead, thou didst rise and eat bread. 22. And he said. While the child was yet 
aUve, I fasted and wept ; for I said, Who can tell whether God will be gra- 
cious to me, that the child may live P 23. But now he is dead, wherefore 



10. Shall never depart. Re- 
ferring to the violent deaths of his 
children (see on v. 6), and the 
bloody wars which raged between 
Israel and Jndah. 

11. I will raiser^ evil. Refer- 
ring to Absalom's rebellion, Ajn- 
non's sin and its issue, &c. Ch. 
xvi. 14 — 22 : xiii. God announces 
that He will not interpose to pre- 
vent, He will permit these evils 
as a punishment for David's sin. 

In the sight of this sun. Openly. 
See ch. xvi. 22. 

13. I have sinned. It recjuired 
greater faith to rise from his fall 
and to cleave unto God, nor let 
go His love, when overcome him- 



self, than when he overcame others 
in battle trusting his cause to God. 
See Ps. li. for the expression of 
David's repentance. To this period, 
may probaoly be referred Ps.xxxii. 

Not die. Thou shalt not be cut 
off suddenly as thy sin merited ; 
or, shalt not die eternally. 

14. To blaspheme. The enemies 
of God would question God's ius- 
tice in letting so great a sinner live 
unpunished ; ana they would de- 
ride the sanctity of the Israelites, 
when their very king was one of 
the worst of malefactors. 

8hall surely die. The temporal 
punishment of his sin was not re- 
mitted. 



L 3 



•XZTH SUNDAY AFTBB TBIVITT 



should I fast P oaa I bidng him back again P I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me. 24. And Dayid comforted Bath-sheba his wife, and went 
in unto her, and lay with her : and she bare a son, and he called his name 
Solomon : and the Lobd loved him. 25. And he sent by the band of Nathan 
the prophet ; and he called his name Jedidiah, because of the Lobd. 26. And 
Joab fought against Kabbah of the children of Ammon, and took the royal 
city. 27. And Joab sent messengers to David, and said, I have fought 
against Babbah, and hare taken the city of waters. 28. Now therefore ga- 
ther the rest of the people together, and encamp against the city and take it : 
lest I take the city, and it be called after my name. 29. And Bavid gathered 
all the people together, and went to Babbah, and fought against it, and took 
it. 30. And he took their king's crown from off his head, the weight whereof 
was a talent of gold with the precious stones : and it was set on David's head. 
And he brought forth the spoU of the city la great abundance. 31. And he 
brought forth the people that were therein, and put them imder saws, and 
under harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and made them pass through 
the brickkiln : and thus did he unto all the cities of the children of Ammon. 
So David and all the people returned unto Jerusalem. 



24. Solomon. "Peaceable," a 
type of the Prince of peace : " Be- 
hold, a son shall be bom to thee, 
who shall be a man of rest ; and I 
will give him rest from all his ene- 
mies round about: for his name 
shall be Solomon, and I will give 
peace and quietness unto Israel in 
his days." 1 Chron. xxii. 9. 

Loved him. Prevented him with 
His grace and gifts. 

26. Jedidiah. " Beloved of the 

LOED." 

26. Joab. Son of Zeruiah, Da- 
vid's sister, a man of worldly wis- 
dom and ambition. 

Eahhah. " Great." The chief 
city of the Ammonites, who dwelt 
on the east of the Jordan, between 
Jabbok and the Dead Sea. 

27. City qf waters. It was plen- 



tifully supplied with water by ca- 
nals, which Joab cut off. 

30. King's crovm. Perhaps the 
crown of some idol : for a " talent" 
was more than a cwt. From this, 
after the necessary purification, a 
crown was made for Dayid. 

31. Brought forth the people. 
The Ammonites had broken the 
law of nations by ill-treating Da- 
vid's ambassadors (ch. x. 4), and 
were, it seems, barbarous and cruel. 
(See 1 Sam. xi. 2.) Their severe 

?unishment was therefore a duty. 
'his teaches that we are to show 
no pity to our lusts. The words 
may mean only, " He put them to 
the saw, to iron mines, and to iron 
axes, and transported them to 
brickkilns," that is, he put them 
to servile works. 



Evening. 2 Samuel xix. 

Pari of the punishment of David's sin was the rebellion and death of Absalom, 
Under this sorrow he can find no comfort but in the love of God. Not in sullen 
d^ectiont but in pious humiliation ^ he accepts the chastening from the Lord; 
submitting to it as medicine^ not returning evil for evtV, bfU having a heart pre- 
pared to follow the will of God. He forgives his enemies and shows gratihuU 
to his friends, remembering Gad's mercy and goodness to himself faitA bemg 
always the mainspring of his actioM. (Compare the Ckupeifor the day,) 
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1. And it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth and monrneth for Ab- 
salom. 2. And the victorj that day was turned into mourning nnto fdl the 
people : for the people heard say that day how the king was grieved for his 
son. 3. And the people gat them by stealth that day into the city, as people 
being ashamed steal away when they flee in battle. 4. But the king corered 
his &oe, and the king cried with a loud yoice, O my son Absalom, O Absalom, 
my son, my son ! 5. And Joab came into the house to the king, and said, 
Thou hast shamed this day the &ces of all thy servants, which this day have 
saved thy life, and the lives of thy sons and of thy daughters, and the lives of 
thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines ; 6. In that thou lovest thine 
enemies, and hatest thy firiends. For thou hast declared this day, that thou 
regardest neither princes nor servants t for this day I perceive, that if Ab- 
salom had lived, and aQ we had died this day, then it had pleased thee well. 
7. Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak comfortably imto thy servants : 
for I swear by the Lobd, if thou go not £)rth, there will not tarry one with 
thee this night : and that will be worse imto thee than all the evil that befell 
thee from thy youth until now. 8. Then the king arose, and sat in the gate. 
And they told unto all the people, saying, Behold, the king doth sit in the 
gate. And fdl the people came before the king : for Israel had fled every man 
to his tent. 9. And all the people were at strife throughout all the tribes 
of Israel, saying, The king saved us out of the hand of our enemies, and he 
deHvered us out of the hand of the Philistines ; and now he is fled out of the 
land for Absfdom. 10. And Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead in 
battle. Now therefore why speak ye not a word of bringing the king back ? 
11. And king David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying. Speak 
unto the elders of Judah, saying, Why are ye the last to bring the king back 
to his house P seeing the speech of all Israel is come to the king, even to his 
house. 12. Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and my flesh : wherefore 
then are ye the last to bring back the king ? 13. And say ye to Amasa, Art 
thou not of my bone, and of my flesh ? GtOD do so to me, and more also, if 
thou be not captain of the host before me continually in the room of Joab. 
14. And he bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, even as the heart of 
one man j so that they sent this word unto the king, Betum thou, and all thy 
servants. 15. So the king returned, and came to Jordan. And Judah came 
to G^ilgal, to go to meet the king, to conduct the king over Jordan. 16. And 
Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite, which was of Bahurim, hasted and came 
down with the men of Judah to meet king David. 17. And there were a 



1. Absalom. For his rebellion 
and death, see ch. xviii. 

4. O Absalom, Chbist's Own 
voice was in that cry for His Own 
Israel that had risen up against 
Him and sought His life. 

8. Arose. He bore Joab's in- 
solence meekly, taking it as part 
of his punishment. Joab, the 
worldly man, can understand no- 
thing of spiritual joy and sorrow, 
and thinks love of enemies is folly 
and weakness. 



Sai in the gate. See on Gen. 
xxxiv. 20. 

13. Amasa, David's nephew 
(1 Chron. ii. 16^ 17), who had been 
Absalom's general. 

14. ffe bowed. I.e., David 
bowed, &c., by this message which 
he sent to the priests. 

16. 8himei. He had cursed 
David when flying before Ab- 
salom (ch. xvi. 5 — 8), but now 
from worldly policy comes to greet 
him. Bakmim was between ike 
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thousand men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the servant of the honse of 
Saul, and his fifteen sons and his twenty servants with him ; and they went 
over Jordan before the king. 18. And there went over a ferry boat to cany 
over the king's household, and to do what he thought good. And Shimei the 
son of Gera fell down before the king, as he was come over Jordan ; 19. And 
said unto the king, Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me, neither do thou 
remember that which thy servant did perversely the day that my lord the king 
went out of Jerusalem, that the king should take it to his heart. 20. For 
thy servant doth know that I have sinned : therefore, behold, I am come the 
first this day of all the house of Joseph to go down to meet my lord the king. 
21. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said. Shall not Shimei be 

Eut to death for this, because he cursed the Lobd's anointed ? 22. And 
>avid said. What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that ye should 
this day be adversaries unto me ? shall there any man be put to death this day 
in Israel ? for do not I know that I am this day king over Israel ? 23. There- 
fore the king said unto Shimei, Thou shalt not die. And the king sware unto 
him. 24. And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king, 
and had neither dressed his feet nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, 
from the day the king departed until the day he came again in peace. 25. And 
it came to pass, when he was come to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the 
king said unto him. Wherefore wentest not thou with me, Mephibosheth ? 
26. And he answered. My lord, O king, my servant deceived me : for thy 
servant said, I will saddle me an ass, that I may ride thereon, and go to the 
king ; because thy servant is lame. 27. And he hath slandered tl^ servant 
unto my lord the king ; but my lord the king is as an angel of God : do there- 
fore what is good in thine eyes. 28. For all of my father's house were but 
dead men before my lord the king : yet didst thou set thy servant among them 
that did eat at thine own table. What right therefore have I yet to cry any 
more unto the king ? 29. And the king said unto him, Whyspeakest thou any 
more of thy matters P I have said. Thou and Ziba divide the land. 30. And 



Mount of Olives and the Jor- 
dan. 

17. Ziha, See ch. xvi. 1 — 4. 

20. House of Joseph, This term 
included Ephraim, Manasseh, and 
Benjamin. 

22. Adversaries. Compare S. 
Matt. xvi. 23 : " But He turned 
and said unto Peter, Get thee be- 
hind Me, Satan ; thou art an of- 
fence unto Me : for thou savourest 
not the things that be of God, but 
those that be of men." 

Shall there any man. Loving 
God, and feeling that he had need 
himself of forgiveness, David was 
disposed to mercy. 

23. Not die, Becognise here 
the mystery of the remission of 
sins which Christ, passing over 



the waters of Jordan, hath won 
for the human race, and imparts 
even to those who, as it were, nave 
insulted and mocked Him. 

24. Mephibosheth, He was the 
son of Jonathan, and grandson of 
Saul. On the representation of 
Ziba (ch. xvi. 3, 4), David had 
deprived him of his possessions 
and conferred them upon his ac- 
cuser. 

Neither dressed. Considering 
Absalom's rebellion a time of pub- 
lic mourning. 

26. My servant, Ziba. Ch. iz. 
12. ^ 

29. Divide the land, David, 
only half convinced of Mephi- 
bosneth's innocence, yet in judg- 
ment remembered mercy, and 
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Mephibosheth said unto the king, Yea, let him take all, forasmuch as my lord 
the king is come again in peace unto his own house. 31. And BarziUai the 
Gileadite came down from Bogelim, and went oyer Jordan with the king, to 
conduct him oyer Jordan. 32. Now Barzillai was a very aged man, eyen 
fourscore years old : and he had proyided the king of sustenance wh^ he lay 
at Mahanaim ; for he was a yery great man. 33. And the king said unto 
Barzillai, Come thou oyer with me, and I will feed thee with me in Jerusalem. 
34. And Barzillai said unto the king. How long haye I to liye, that I should 
go up with the king unto Jerusalem p 35. I am this day fourscore years old : 
and can I discern between good and eyU ? can thy seryant taste what I eat or 
what I drink ? can I hear any more the yoice of singing men and singing 
women ? wherefore then should thy seryant be yet a btirden unto my lord the 
king ? 36. Thy seryant will go a Httle way oyer Jordan with the king : and 
why should the king recompense it me with such a reward P 37. Let thy 
seryant, I pray thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine own city, and be 
buried by the grave of my fitther and of my mother. But behold thy seryant 
Ohimham : let him go oyer with my lord the king ; and do to him what shall 
seem good unto thee. 38. And the king answered, Chimham shall go oyer 
with me, and I will do to him that which shall seem good unto thee : and 
whatsoeyer thou shalt require of me, that will I do for thee. 39. And aU the 
people went oyer Jordan. And when the king was come oyer, the king kissed 
Barzillai, and blessed him ; and he returned imto his own place. 40. ^enthe 
king went on to G-ilgal, and Chimham went on with him : and all the people 
of Judah conducted the king, and also half the people of Israel. 41. And, 
behold, all the men of Israel came to the king, and said unto the king. Why 
haye our brethren the men of Judah stolen thee away, and haye brought the 
king, and his household, and all Dayid's men with him, oyer Jordan ? 
42. And all the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, Because the king 
is near of kin to us : wherefore then be ye angry for this matter ? haye we 
eaten at all of the king's cost ? or hath he given us any gift P 43. And the 
men of Israel answered the men of Judah, and said, We have ten parts in the 
king, and we have also more right in David than ye : why then did ye despise 
us, that our advice should not be first had in bringing back our king P And 
the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of 
Israel. 



restored him half of bis posses- 
sions. 

31. Bogelim. In the mountains 
of Gilead. 

32. At Mahanaim. See on 
Gen. xxxii. 2. 

38. Chimham shall go. Barzil- 
lai is an emblem of the patriarchs 
and prophets before Chbist's As- 
cension, who could not come then 
to the waters of Baptism, or enter 
Jerusalem whicb is above. Chim- 



ham represents the Apostles, who 
were permitted to accompany the 
mystical David, and to enter into 
the joy of their Lobd. 

41. Here was the foundation 
laid for the future revolt of the 
ten tribes from the house of David. 
See the same spirit, chap. xx. 

43. Mercer. They saw that the 
men of Israel spake thus not from 
love of the king, but from pride 
and jealousy. 
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTEE TBINITr.. 

* MosiriKa. 2 Samuel xxi. 

The 9in qf Saul M claying the Oibeonitee, with whom Israel had made a treaty, 
{Joeh. UP,) it wtited on hit posterity, no pretence of zeal for the Church dis^ 
soMng the obligations qf justice. We see here a vicarious punishment in which 
the debt is paid by those of the same stock as the original offender — a shadow- 
ing forth of the atonement qf Christ t and we are taught to fear the impartial 
Justice qf God, with Whom is no respect of persons. 

1. Then there was a famine in the days of Dayid three years, year after year ; 
and David enquired of the Lord. And the Lobd answered. It is for Saul, and 
for his. bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites. 2. And the king called 
the Gibeonites, and said unto them ; (now the Gibeonites were not of the 
children of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amorites ; and the children of 
Israel had sworn unto them : and Saul sought to slay them in his zeal to the 
children of Israel and Judah.) 3. Wherefore Dayid said unto the Gibeonites, 
What shall I do for you P and wherewith shall I make the atonement, that ye 
, may bless the inheritance of the Lobd ? 4. And the Gibeonites said unto 
him, We will have no silver nor gold of Saul, nor of his house : neither for us 
shalt thou kill any man in IsraeL And he said, What ye shall say, that will I 
do for you. 5. And they answered the king, The man that consumed us, and 
that devised against us that we should be destroyed from remaining in any of 
the coasts of Israel, 6. Let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and 
we will hang them up unto the Loed in Gibeah of Saul, whom the LosD did 
choose. And the king said, I will give them. 7. But the king spared Mephi- 



1. It is for SauL Acts which 
Beem to take place from natural 
causes are, in the order of grace, 
made to work out God's purposes 
in the way of judgments. 

The Gibeonites, The treaty with 
them had been made nearly 500 
years before ; but God's mercies 
nave no limit, and no unworthi- 
ness of the covenanter can vitiate 
the terms of His mercy. 

2. Sought to slay them. Per- 
haps he and his sons had slain 
them when he destroyed all the 
priests at Nob. 1 Sam. xxii. 18, 19. 

3. What shall Ida? The case 
of these poor slaves was as much 
the care of God as that of the 
highest among^the children of Is- 
rael. Comp. Deut. i. 17. 

Atonement, Being of the race 



of Canaan, the son of Ham, the 
Gibeonites must have been quite 
distinct in appearance from the 
Jews, and therefore living among 
them as proselytes were a constant 
witness to the triumph of Israel 
and the goodness of God. To de- 
stroy them was to try to erase the 
memory of God's providential 
care of His people, and this de- 
manded a bitter atonement. 

4. Any man in Isntel^ i.e., ex- 
cept of Saul's family, 

6. Sis sons and grandsons. 

I will give them. Human guilt 
has an existence of its own, inde- 
pendently of the sinfulness of the 
guilty person, and cannot be done 
away but by the punishment, vi- 
carious or otherwise, of the of- 
fender. 
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bosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of the Lobd's oath that 
waa between them, between Dayid and Jonathan the son of Saul. 8. But the 
king took the two sons of Bizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto 
Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth ; and the five sons of Michal the daughter of 
Saul, whom she brought up for Adriel the son of Barzillal the Meholathite : 
9. And he delirered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged 
them in the hill before the Lobd : and they fell all seven together, and were 
put to death in the da^s of haryest, in the first days, in the beginning of barley 
harvest. 10. And Bizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackoloth, and spread it 
for her upon the rock, from the beginning of harvest until water dropped upon 
them out of heaven, and suffered neither the birds of the air to rest on them 
by day, nor the beasts of the field by night. U. And it was told David what 
Bizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done. 12. And David 
went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan hu son from the 
men of Jabesh-gilead, which had stolen them from the street of Beth-shan, 
where the Philistines had hanged them, when the Philistines had slain Saul in 
Gilboa ; 13. And he brought up from thence the bones of Saul and the bones 
of Jonathan his son ; and they gathered the bones of them that were hanged. 

14. And the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son buried they in the country of 
Benjamin in Zelah, in the sepulchre of Kish his &.ther : and they performed 
all that the king commanded. And after that God was intreated tor the land. 

15. Moreover the Philistines had yet war again with Israel ; and David went 
down, and his servants with him, and fought against the Philistines : and David 
waxed £Eiint. 16. And Ishbi-benob, which was of the sons of the giant, the 
weight of whose spear weighed three himdred shekels of brass in weight, he 
being girded with a new sword, thought to have slain David. 17. But Abishai 
the son of Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philistine, and killed him. 



7. Oath, See 1 Sam. xviii. 3 ; 
XX. 8, 42. 

8. Michal. She was cursed with 
barrenness (Ch. vi. 23) ; these were 
the sons of her sister Merab, but 
had been adopted by Michal. (1 
Sam. xviii. 19.) 

9. Hanged them. So in the case 
of man's atonement, a vicarious 

Punishment has been exacted, the 
ust dying for the unjust, but the 
Victim took on Him tiie humanity 
which He came to save. 

10. E>izpah's watch foreshadows 
the Virgin Mary standing by the 
Cross of Jesus. 

Until water dropped. Until 
God showed that He was appeased 
by sending rain to relieve the 
m^ught b^ which the famine had 
been occasioned. 

12. Jahesh'Gilead, See 1 Sam. 
10 — 13. It was situated in 



the hills of G-ilead, across the 
Jordan. 

From the street of Beth-shan, 
The wall overhanging the open 
place in front of the city gate, 
lueth-shan, now Beisan, was on 
the slope of Mount Gilboa, look- 
ing into the valley of Jezreel, but 
commanding also, from its lofty 
position, a view of the Jordan. 

14. Buried thetf, David bore 
no malice. 

15. Had yet war. We must 
expect continual battle with our 
spiritual enemies, nor may we, 
whatever be our age, lay our ar- 
mour by, and . say the victory is 
won for ever. 

16. I%ree hundred sheJeeU was 
about 12 lbs. This was probably 
the weight of the spear's nead. 

New sword. This may hare 
been his first adventure in arms. 



8ETBNTH 8UNBAT AFTBB TBINITT. 



Then the men of David Bware unto him, saying, Thou shalt go no more out 
with us to battle, that thou quench not the light of Israel. 18. And it came 
to pass after this, that there was again a battle with the Philistines at Qt)b : 
then Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Saph, which was of the sons of the giant. 
19. And there was again a battle in Gob with the Philistines, where Elhanan 
the son of Jaare-oregim, a Beth-lehemite, slew the brother of Qt>liath the G-ittite, 
the staff of whose spear was like a weaver's beam. 20. And there was yet a 
battle in Ghith, where was a man of great stature, that had on every hand six 
fingers, and on every foot six toes, four and twenty in number : and he also 
was bom to the giant. 21. And when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of 
Shimeah the brother of David slew him. 22. These four were bom to the 
giant in Ghith, and fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of his servants. 



18. Ooht or Gezer, (1 Chron. 
XX. 4,) a place in the tribe of Epb- 
raim, north-west of Beth-horon. 



StLshathitefii'S.vi'Alidih in Judsea. 
19. Thehrother of Goliath. See 
1 Chron. xx. 5. 



ETEimra. 2 Samuel xxiv. 

Again David yields to temptatioHf this time partly through pride and vanity f 
but chiefly with the desire of comparing his oum tribe Judah with the other ten 
tribes. He was guilty ^ at the moment ^ of the sin qf division and party-spirit, 
and of putting his trust in the arm qf flesh. He was led by worldly policy to 
see whether his own tribe was not almost a match for all the rest together. 
Let us beware of party spirity schism, and division, 

1. And again the anger of the Lobd was kindled against Israel, and he moved 
David against them to say. Go, number Israel and Judah. 2. For the king 
said to Joab the captain of the host, which was with him, Go now through aU 
the tribes of Israel, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, and number ye the people, 
that I may know the number of the people. 3. And Joab said unto the kmg, 
Now the liOBi) thy God add unto the people, how many soever they be, an 
himdredfold, and that the eyes of my lord the king may see it : but why doth 
my lord the king delight in this thing ? 4. Notwithstanding the king's word 
prevailed against Joab, and against the captains of the host. And Joab and 
the captains of the host went out from the presence of the king, to number the 
people of Israel. 5. And they passed over Jordan, and pitched in Aroer, on 
the right side of the city that lieth in the midst of the river of Gkd, and toward 



1. Against Israel. Probably 
Israel had been guilty of fac- 
tiousness, chafing under the rule 
of David ; and this led to a spirit 
of worldly policy in the house of 
David. Their present prosperity 
may also have led Jiiem to forget 
God. 

Me moved. Permitted Satan to 
tempt David. 1 Chron. xxi. 1. 

Go, number. A census was pro- 
vided for, Exod. XXX. 12 ; and a 
certain tax was then to be paid by 



ever^ person. Some think that 
David neglected to enforce this 
tax, and hence God's anger. But 
there is no evidence of i 



omis- 
sion. 

Israel and Judah. Thus per- 
petuating the division. 

5. The course of the officers 
was this : setting out from Jeru- 
salem to the east, they crossed 
the Jordan to the possessions of 
Beuben and Gad, turned north to 
Manasseh, re-crossed the river at 
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Jazer : 6. Then they came to Gilead, and to the land of Tahtim-hodshi ; and 
they came to Dan-jaan, and about to Zidon, 7. And came to the strong hold of 
Tyre, and to all tlEie cities of the Hiyites, and of the Oanaanites : and they went 
out to the south of Judah, even to Beer-sheba. 8. So when they had gone through 
all the land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. 
9. And Joab gave up the sum of the number of the people unto l^e king : and 
there were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men that drew the sword ; 
and the men of Judah were five hundred thousand men. XO. And David's 
heart smote him after that he had numbered the people. And David said unto 
the Lqbd, I have sinned greatly in that I have done : and now, I beseech Thee, 
O LoBD, take away the iniquity of Thy servant : for I have done very foolishly. 
U. For when David was up in the morning, the word of the Lobd came unto 
the prophet Gkid, David's seer, saying, 12. Go and say unto David, Thus saith 
the Lobd, I offer thee three things ; choose thee one of them, that I may do 
it unto thee. 13. So Ghad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, 
Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land P or wilt thou flee three 
months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee P or that there be three 
days' pestilence in thy land P now advise, and see what answer I shall return to 
Hun That sent me. 14. And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait : let 
us fall now into the hand of the Lobd ; for His mercies are great : and let me 
not fall into the hands of man. 15. So the Lobd sent a pestilence upon Israel 
from the morning even to the time appointed : and there died of the people 
from Dan even to Beer-sheba seventy thousand men. 16. And when the angel 



Dan, which lies at the head of 
Jordan, passed through I^aphtali, 
Asher, and the other tribes in the 
north, and then turning south- 
ward finished their labours at 
Beersheba. 

River of Gad, i.e., the Amon, 
which flows into the Dead Sea, 
about the middle of the east side. 
The city was probably at the junc- 
tion of two streams. 

6. Tahtim-hodshL "The ne- 
therland newly inhabited;" a 
marshy tract or countiy, possibly 
that won frpm "the Hagarites" 
by Eeuben. 1 Chron. v. 10. 

Dan-jacm, Dan, which was the 
most northerly city of the Holy 
Land. 

Zidon, On the coast above Tyre. 

9. Sum of the nwmher. In 1 
Chron. xxi. 5, Israel is said to 
have been 1,000,000, and Judah 
470,000; possibly two different 
returns were made, the uncertainty 
as to the amount punishingDavid's 
selflsh curiosity. For one reason 



of the discrepancy, see 1 Chron. 
xxi. 6. Joab himselfperhaps made 
a false return to David. Some 
have thought that the standing 
army was omitted in one account. 

14. Let usfalL David's heart 
was right with God ; he did not 
lose his trust. " Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust in Him." Job 
xiii. 15. Comp. Ecclus. ii. 17, 18. 

The hand of the Lord, Tbe pes- 
tilence is so called because its 
causes are unknown to man, and 
it shows more plainly the inter- 
position of God. 

15. To the time appointed, Not 
to the end of the three days, for 
God " repented Him of the evil," 
(ver. 16,) but probably to the ap- 
pointed hour of evening prayer, 
the ninth hour, the time wnen 
Chbist died on the Cross. 

Seventy thousand m^n. If Da- 
vid had trusted to the arm of flesh, 
and had selfishly wished to govern 
in the interest of Judah omy, his 
spirit was now justly rebuked by 
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atietohed out his hand upon Jerasftlem to destroj it, the LosD repented Him of 
the evil, and Bald to the angel that deetroyed the people, It ia enough t itay now 
thine hand. And the angel of the Losd was by the threshingplace of Araunah 
the Jebusite. 17. And Dayid spake unto the Lobd when he saw the angel that 
smote the people, and said, Lo, I hare sinned, and I have done wickedly : but 
these sheep, ^hat have they done ? let Thine hand, I pray Thee, be against me, 
and against my fether's house. 18. And Gad came that day to David, and sud 
unto him, Go up, rear an altar unto the Lobd in the threshingfloor of Aiaunah 
the Jebusite. 19. And Dayid, according to the saying of Gi^, went up as the 
LosB commanded. 20. And Araunah looked, and saw the kmg and his ser- 
yants ooming on toward him : and Araunah went out, and bowed himself be- 
fore the king on his face upon the ground. 21. And Araunah said, Wherefore 
is my lord me king come to his servant P And Dayid said. To buy the threah- 
ingfloor of thee, to build an altar unto the Lobd, that the plague may be stayed 
from the people. 22. And Araunah said unto Dayid, Let my loid the long 
take and offer up what seemeth good unto him t behold, here be oxen for burnt 
saorifioe, and thraihing instruments and other instruments of l^e oxen for wood. 
23. All these things did Araunah, as a king, give unto the king. And Araunah 
said unto the king. The Lobd thy God accept thee. 24. ibid the king said 
unto Araunah, Nay ; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price : neither will 
I offer burnt offermgs unto the Lobd my God of that which doth cost me no- 
thing. So David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of 
silver. 25. And David buUt there an altar unto the Lobd, and offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings. So the Lobd was intreated for the land, and the 
plague was stayed from IsraeL 



seeing his people perish for his 
sin. The people doubtless had 
deserved ptiniBnment for their re- 
bellioas spirit. 

16. The Lord repented. See on 
1 Sam. XV. 11. 

It is enough. Here is a picture 
of the state of fallen man, and his 
redemption by Jbsxts Christ, v. 
17. 

I^ threshinffplcice of Araunah 
the Jebusite, On Mount Moriah, 
where Solomon's temnle was after- 
wards built. ¥ot Jetfueite, Bee on 
Zech. iz. 7. 



17. Lof I have sinned. As soon 
as David surrendered his own pri* 
vate, selfish, views of aggrandise- 
ment, and acknowledged his sin, 
GK)D remitted the punishment. 

23. As a king, Boyallv, liber^ 
allvi Some think that Araunah 
had been king of the Jebusites 
before they were conquered by 
David. 

24. Fifty shekels. The price 
paid for the oxen, instruments, and 
site of the altar ; ih^ whole area 
which he then bousht cost 600 
shekels of gold. 1 Cnron. xxi. 25. 



EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTEE TRINITT. 
MoBNivo. 1 Kings xiii. 

4/3^0r the separaHon of Israel and Judah, Jeroboam saw thai to attow the 
people to go up to Jerusalem to worship would tend to reunite the rhal 
kingdoms; he therefore set up other temples at Dan and Bethel, where he 
appointed that Qod should he worshiped under the symbol f^f a €a^. (G4. m. 
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28, 29.) This toorthip $oon degenerated into a mere adoration qf Nature, a 
total forgfet/ulneee qf God, and almoet unmitigated heathendom. By thie 
ehapter God would show the nature and ^ecte of echiem, and (m Me case qf 
the disobedient prophet) the wickedness qf a partial obedience, and qf supposing 
that God can contradict Himse{f, 

X, And, behold, there came a man of 0OD out of Judah laj the word of 
the LoBD imto Beth-el : and Jeroboam stood by the altar to bum incense. 

2. And he cried against the altar in the word of the Lobd, and said, O altar, 
altar, thus saith the Lobd ; Behold, a child shall be bom unto the house of 
Dayid, Josiah by name ; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high 
places that bum incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee. 

3. And he gare a sign the same day, saying, This is the sign which the Lobd 
hath spoken ; Behold, the altar sludl be rent, and the ashes that are upon it 
shall be poured out. 4. And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the 
saying of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Beth-el, that 
he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, 
which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again 
to him. 5. The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out irom the altar, 
according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the 
Lobd. 6. And the king answered and said unto the man of God, Litreat 
now the fece of the Lobd thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be 
restored me again. And the man of God besought the Lobd, and the kmg's 
hand was restored him again, and became as it was before. 7. And the king 
said unto the man of God, Gome home with me, and refresh thyself and I 
will give thee a reward. 8. And the man of God said unto the kmg, If thou 
wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat 
bread nor drink water in this place : 9. For so was it charged me by the 
word of the Lobd, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn agam by 
the same way that thou camest. 10. So he went another way, and returned 



1. Bethel, Now become the 
frontier fortress of Israel towards 
Judah. Here Jeroboam had built 
a splendid temple, in opposition 
to tkat at Jerusalem, officiating 
himself as high priest. 

By the alta/r. This was at the 
feast of Tabernacles, which Jero- 
boam had " out of his own heart " 
transferred from the 15th of the 
seventh month to the 15th of the 
eighth month. Ch. xii. 32, 33. 

£. Against the alta/r. As though, 
Jeroboam were unworthy of a 
divine communication. 

Josiah, This prophecy was li- 
terally fulfilled more than 300 
years afterwards. See 2 Kings 
xxiii. 15—20. 

3. A sign. The immediate and 



miraculous destruction of the altar 
was the " sign" See y. 5. This 
is an emblem of God's rejection 
of a sacrifice offered in schism. 

8. I will not go, Eom. xvi. 17 : 
"Now I beseech you, brethren, 
mark them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to, the doc- 
trine which ye have learned ; and 
avoid them." "With such an 
one no not to eat." 1 Cor. v. 11. 

9. Nor turn again. To show 
that the very way to Bethel was 
abominable and not to be fre- 
quented. "To return the same 
way " was also- a proverbial ex- 
pression signifying failure. Not 
to return by the same way means 
that success has been achieved. 
See Isa. xxxvii. 29, 34. 
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not by the way that he came to Beth-el. 11. Now there dwelt an old prophet 
in £eth-el ; and his sons came and told him all the works that the man of 
Gk)D had done that day in Beth-el : the words which he had spoken unto the 
king, them they told also to their father. 12. And their father said unto 
them, What way went he P For his sons had seen what way the man of Gos 
went, which came from Judah. 13. And he said unto his sons, Saddle me 
the ass. So they saddled him the ass : and he rode thereon, 14. And went 
after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak : and he^said unto 
him, Art thou the man of God that earnest m>m Judah ? And he said, I am. 
15. Then he said unto him. Come home with me, and eat bread. 16. And 
he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee : neither will I eat 
bread nor drink water with thee in this place : 17. For it was said to me by 
the word of the LosD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor 
turn again to go by the way that thou camest. 18. He said unto him, I am 
a prophet also as thou art ; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the 
LoBD, saying. Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat 
bread and dnnk water. But he lied unto him. 19. So he went back with 
him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank water. 20. And it came to 
pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the Lobd came imto the 
prophet that brought him back : 21. And he cried unto the man of Gk)D 
that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lobd, Forasmuch as thou hast 
disobeyed the moiith of the Lobd, and hast not kept the commandment which 
the Lobd thy God commanded thee, 22. But camest back, and hast eaten 
bread and drunk water in the place, of the which the Lobd did say to thee, 
Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the 
sepulchre of tiiy fathers. 23. And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, 
and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the 
prophet whom he had brought back. 24. And when he was gone, a lion met 
him by the way, and slew him : and his carcase was cast in the way, and the 
ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase. 25. And, behold, men 
passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the Hon standing by the 
carcase : and they came and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt. 
26. And when the prophet that brought him back from tbe way heard 
thereof he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of 
the Lobd : therefore the Lobd hath deliyered him unto the lion, which hath 
torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the Lobd, which He spake 



11. An old prophet. A true 
prophet of GtOD, but one who 
nela the truth in unrighteousness. 
Comp. S. Matt. vii. 22. 

15. Come home. He wished to 
emulate the hospitality of Abra- 
ham and Lot, and to enjoy the 
society of one favoured by GrOD. 
But God willeth that we shall 
not be as friends with those who 
walk not with us as friends in the 
house of God. 

18. ffe lied tmto him. The 
temptation is like that with which 
Satan tried our first parents. 



19. He went back. The pro- 
phet's carnal appetite was on the 
old prophet's side. He believed 
because he wished to believe. 
Gal. i. 8 : " But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any- 
other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed." 

25. The lion standing. The lion 
was the special minister of God's 
vengeance, and acted then by 
God's direction. Naturally the 
lion would have first seized the 
ass, carried it off, and devoured it. 
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unto him. 27. And he spake to his sons, saying, Saddle me the ass. And 
they saddled him. .28. And he went and found his carcase cast in the way, 
and the ass and the lion standing by the carcase : the lion had not eaten the 
carcase, nor torn the ass. 29. And the prophet took up the carcase of the 
man of God, and laid it upon the ass, and brought it back: and the old 
prophet came to the city, to mourn and to bury him. 30. And he laid his 
carcase in his own grave; and they mourned oyer him, saying, Alas, my 
brother! 31. And it came to pass, aiter he had buried him, that he spake to 
his sons, saying. When I am dead, then bury me in the sepulchre wherein the 
man of God is buried ; lay my bones beside his bones : 32. For the saying 
which he cried by the word of the Lobd against the altar in Beth-el, and 
against all the houses of the high places which are in the cities of Samaria, 
shall surely come to pass. 33. After this thing Jeroboam returned not from 
his eyil way, but made again of the lowest of the people priests of the high 
places: whosoever would, he consecrated him, and he became one of the 

5 nests of the high places. 34. And this thing became sin unto the house of 
eroboam, even to cut it off, and to destroy it m>m off the face of the earth. 



31. Bury me. See 2 Kings 
xxiii. 18. 

32. Samaria, I.e., what was 
afterwards called Samaria. 

33. Made again. Persisting in 
bis evil ways, in spite of God's 
warnings. 



Of the lowest of the people. 
" From the whole. of the people " 
indiscriminately. The priests and 
Levites remaining faitmul to God, 
Jeroboam made other priests not 
of the line of Aaron. 



Evening. 1 Kings xvii 

Elijah, the type and great forerunner of Christ, was remarkable for his 
pray erfulness, fearlessness, and perfect trust. He is sent to reclaim Israel, now 
thoroughly corrupt. Nations are punished by schism, yet God casts them not 
off at once, but gives them space for repentance. Remark the contrast between 
the entire obedience of Elijah and the partial obedience of the prophet in the 
Morning Lesson, 

1. And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto 
Ahab, As the Lobd God of Israel liveth, before Whom I stand, there shall 
not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word. 2. And the 
word of the Lobd came unto him, saying, 3. Get thee hence, and turn 
thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 



1. The Tishbite. From Thesbe, 
a town in the tribe of Gad and 
the land of Gilead, where he was 
bom. Others say that "Tish- 
bite" means " Converter." 

But according to my word. 
Until I pray for it, which I wiU 
not do while you continue your 
idolatries. Tne drought conti- 
nued three years and a half. S. 
James v. 17 ; S. Luke iv. 26. 



3. Hide thyself. That he might 
give himself up to meditation, 
and learn that God's glory and 
man's weal are effected not only 
by active life, but also by prayer 
and contemplation. Gomp. the 
life of S. John the Baptist, who 
Tcame in the spirit and power of 
Elijah. 

Uherith. A mountain torrent, 
running into the Jordan &om 
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4. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook ; and I hare connnaiided 
the rayens to feed thee there. S. So he went and did according unto the 
word of the Lobd : for he went and dwelt by the lm>ok Cherith, that is before 
Jordan. 6. And the rayens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and 
bread and flesh in the eyening ; and he drank of the brook. 7. And it came 
to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain 
in the land. 8. And the word of the LosD came unto him, saying, 9. Arise, 
get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell tiiere : behold, I 
haye commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. 10. So he arose and 
went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the 
widow woman was there gathering of sticks : and he called to her, and said, 
Fetch me, I pray thee, a httle water in a yessel, that I may drink. 11. And 
as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, 
a morsel or br^ in thine hand. 12. And she said. As the Lokd thy God 
liyeth, I haye not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in 
a cruse : and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it 
for me and my son, tiiat we may eat it, and die. 13. And Elijah said unto 
her, Fear not ; go and do as thou hast said : but make me thereof a little cake 
first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. 14. For 
thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither 
shall the cruse of oil &il, until the day that the Lobd. aendeth rain upon the 
earth. 15. And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah : and she, 
and he, and her house, did eat many days. 16. And the barrel of meal 
wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil &il, according to the word of the 
Lobd, which He spake by EUjah. 17. And it came to pass after these things, 
that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick ; and his sick- 
ness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. 18. And she said unto 
EUjah, What haye I to do with thee, O thou man of God ? art thou come 



the west, perhaps the Wady Kelt. 
.Btfore, i.e. to one coming from 
SflEmaria. 

4. Ravens, The unclean, vo- 
racious birds changed their nature 
at GoD*s direction. 

9. Zarephath, Or Sarepta, now 
Surafend, a village situated on. 
the top and side of one of the hiUs 
of Phoenicia, between Tyre and 
Sidon, and quite separated from 
the Israelite territory. 

A widow woman. JSlijali's deal- 
ings with this widow foreshadowed 
Chbist's relation to the Gentile 
world in comparison with the 
Jews. S. Luke iv. 25, 26. 

12. As the Lord thy God liveth. 
Hence she knew the name of the 
God of Israel. 

And die. Having no other hope. 



the famine being so great, owing 
to the drought. 

15. She went and did, EHjah' 
called forth the widow's faith and 
charity, ais Chbist was wont to 
do in those for whom He wrought 
miracles. 

16. This miracle was to con- 
vince the Israelites that by their 
idolatry they had made themselves 
more unworthy of God*s favour 
than the very heathen. 

17. Fell sick. God was teach- 
ing Elijah by his own sufferings, 
and now by the sorrow of ms 
kind hostess, pity for the afflicted 
Israelites. 

18. What have I to do. Like 
S. Peter's " Depart from me, for 
I am a sinful man, O Lobd." S. 
Luke V. 8. 
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onto me to oali my Bin to remfimb]:taioe, and to slay my won ? 19. And he 
said unto her, GKve me thy son. And he took him out of her boeom, and 
carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 
20. And he cried imto the Losd, and said, O Lobd my Gk)D, hast Thon also 
brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by ^ying her son P 21. 
And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the LoSD, 
and said, O Lokd my GK>D, I pray Thee, let this child's soul come into him 
again. 22. And the Lobd heard the yoice of Elijah j and the soul of the 
child came into him again, and he reyived. 23. And Elijah took the child, 
and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and deUvered him 
unto his mother : and Ehjah said, See, thy son Uyeth. 24. And the woman 
said' to EUjah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of Gk>D, and that the 
word of the Lobd in tiiy mouth is truth. 



My sin. She was conscious of 
her sins, and looked upon Elijah 
as having called down vengeance 
upon her. As though she thought 
that GrOD had forgotten her sms, 
till the prophet, dwelling in her 
house, brought them to His re- 
membrance. 

21. Three times. An emblem 
of the work of the blessed Trinity 
in Baptism. God's messengers 
and mmistors in the old covenant, 
only aftor long wrestling with 



God, won back the parted soul, 
because the fulness of power dwelt 
not in them. They were but as 
servants in the house of another, 
not as the Son in His Own house. 
Comp. 2 Kings iv. 34, 35. 

24. Now by this I know. In 
spite of the barrel and the erase, 
her faith had wavered at the death 
of her son. 

The word. That which thou 
preachest to us. See S. Matt. x. 
41,42. 



NINTH SUNDAY APTEE TEINITY. 

MoBNiKG. 1 Kmgs xviii. 

The history qf Ahab shows the inevitable results qf the sin qf Jeroboam. An 
opportunity of reformation is offered to Israel^ and God's hatred of schism is . 
displayed in the destruction qf the prophets of Baal. In Elijah, ** perfect love 
casteth out fear.** Strong in faith and in the goodness ef his cause, he stands 
undismayed alone amid his enemies; and God hears and answers his prayers, 

1. And it came to pass after maay days, that the word of the Lobd came to 
Elijah in the third year, saying. Go, shew thyself unto Ahab ; and I will send 
rain upon the earth. 2. And El\jah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And 
there was a sore famine in Samaria. 3. And Ahab called Obadiah, which was 



1. In the third year. This is 
not dated from the beginning of 
the famine, but probably &om 
the time of Elijah's retirement. 
See on chap. xvii. 1. Or it may 



be translated, "After the third 
year." 

Shew thysey. See v. 10. 

2. Samaria. The kingdom of 
Israel. 
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the governor of his house. (Sow Obadiah feared the Losd greatly : 4. For 
it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lobd, that Obadiah took 
an hundred prophets, and hid them by lofty in a caye, and fed them with 
bread and water.) S. And Ahab said unto Obadiah, G-o into the land, unto 
all fountains of water, and unto all brooks : peradyenture we may find grass to 
saye the horses and mules aliye, that we lose not all the beasts. 6. So they 
divided the land between them to pass throughout it : Ahab went one way by 
himself, and Obadiah went another way by hmiself. 7. And as Obadiah was 
in the way, behold, EUjah met him : and he knew him, and fell on his face, 
and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah P 8. And he answered him, I am : 
go, tell thy lord. Behold, !l^lijah is here. 9. And he said, What haye I 
sinned, that thou wouldest dehyer thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay 
meP 10. As the Lord thy God hveth, there is no nation or kingdom, 
whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee : and when they said, He is not 
there ; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not. 
11. Aiid now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord. Behold, EHjah is here. 12. And 
it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the 
LoBD shall carry thee whither I know not: and so when I come and tell 
Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me : but I thy servant fear the 
LoBD from my youth. 13. Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel 
slew the prophets of the Lobd, how I hid an hundred men of the Lobd's 
prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water P 14. And 
now thou sayest. Go, tell thy lord. Behold, Elijah is here : and he shall slay 
me. 15. And EHjah said. As the Lobd of hosts Uveth, before Whom I stand, 
I will surely shew myself unto him to-day. 16. So Obadiah went to meet 
Ahab, and told him : and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17. And it came to 
pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him. Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel ? 18. And he answered, I have not troubled Israel ; but 
thou, and thy other's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of 
the Lobd, and thou hast followed Baalim.' 19. Now therefore send, and 
gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four 



3. Obadiah, Not the minor 
prophet of this name, who indeed 
seems to be none of those men- 
tioned in sacred history. 

4. Jezebel. Wife oi Ahab, and 
daughter of Ethbaal orEithobalus, 
king of Tyre and Sidon. 

Cut off the prophets. There 
were schools of projjhets in Israel 
at that time — ^tnat is, disciples of 
the prophets, and persons bred up 
to teach the people true religion. 

10. No nation. Among neigh- 
bouring tribes, that is, e.g., Tyre, 
Moab, Edom, &c. 

12. Shall carri/ thee. Compare 
2 Kings ii. 16; Acts riii. 39; 
Ezek. Si. 12, 14. 

Fear the Lord, I am not like 



the rest of Ahab*s courtiers; I 
have done my best for the Church. 

17. ffe that troubleth.* "BecsiVLse 
Elijah would not let Israel, un- 
warned, forget God, and had even 
invoked God's judgments upon 
the unbelieving people. 

18. TTiou aTid thy father's house. 
It is through your sins that these 
judgments have come upon Israel. 

19. Carmel, A long ridge that 
branches off from the mountains 
of Samaria, and terminates in a 
promontory in the sea, on the coast 
of Galilee. The scene of Elijah's 
sacrifice is supposed to be on the 
highest point at the eastern ex- 
tremity inland, just where the 
'* forest of Carmel" ceases. 



i 
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hundred and Mj, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at 
Jezebel's table. 20. So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered 
the prophets together unto mount Garmel. 21. And Elijah came unto all the 
people, and said. How long halt ye between two opinions P if the Lord be 
G-OD, follow Him : but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered 
him not a word. 22. Then said EHjah unto the people, I, eyen I only, 
remain a prophet of the Lord ; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and 
fifty men. 23. Let them therefore giye us two bullocks ; and let them choose 
one bullock for themselyes, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put 
no fire under : and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put 
no fire under. 24. And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on 
the name of the Lord : and the Gk)D that answereth by fire, let Him be God. 
And all the people answered and said. It is well spoken. 25. And Elijah said 
unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullocK*for yourselves, and dress it 
first ; for ye are many ; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire 
under. 26. And they took the bullock which was given them, and they 
dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, 
saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. 
And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 27. And it came to pass 
mt noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said. Cry aloud: for he is a god; 
either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure 
he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28. And they cried aloud, and cut them- 
selves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out 
upon them. 29. And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they 
prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there 
was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 30. And Elijah 
said unto all the people, Come near imto me. And all the people came near 
unto him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down. 



'^ the groves. These chaplains 
of Jezebel were also ministers of 
Baal or of Astarte, but serving a 
special idol (ch. rvi. 33), and not 
dispersed throughout Israel, as 
the others were. 

21. Between two opinions. They 
adored the true God, and at the 
same time sacrificed to idols, try- 
ing to " serve two masters." 

23. Dress, I.e., sacrifice and 
cut in pieces. 

24. That answereth by fire, A 
fair challenge for Baal, the sun 
god. 

26. Leaped upon the altar. Be- 
tween the divided pieces of the sa- 
crifice. Comp. Jer. xxxiv. 18, 19. 

27. At noon. When the sun- 

god was blazing highest in the 
eavens. 
Mocked them. Sarcasm and 



ridicule may lawfully be used to 
discountenance wickedness and 
folly, and to expose the deceit of 
pretenders. 

He is pursuing. Has a pursuit 
or occupation. 

28. Out themselves. Like the 
Eastern fanatics of the present 
day. Comp. Lev. xix. 28. 

29. Th^ prophesied. Used their 
prescribed rites, invoking Baal in 
their frenzied, furious fashion. 

30. The altar. The prophets 
acted as priests in Israel, and al- 
tars were raised for the worship 
of those who were cut off from 
Jerusalem. This was probably 
one such altar, or else one reared 
in the time of the Judges, and 
since destroyed. (See on ch. xix. 
10.) The sacrifice of Elijah typi- 
fies Christ's sacrifice on Calvary, 
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31. And Elijah took twelye stoiiM, aooording to &e number of the tribes of 
the sons of JafCob, unto whom the word of the Lobd came, saying, Israel shall 
be thy name : 32. And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the 
IrOBD : and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two 
measures of seed. 33. And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in 
pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with watw, and 
pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 34. And he said. Do it the 
second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the tiiird 
time. And they did it the third time. 35. And the water ran round about 
the altar ; and he filled the trench also with water. 36. And it came to pass 
at the time of the offering of the eyening sacrifice^ that Elijah the prophet 
came near, and said, LO£D Gk>D of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
known this day that Thou art QtOD in Israel, and that I am Thy serraat, and 
that I have done all these things at Thy word. 37. Hear me, O Lokd, hear 
me, that this people may know that Thou art the Loqd God, and that Thou 
hast turned their heart back again. 38. Then the fire of the Lobd fell, a&d 
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, azid 
licked up the water that wss in the trench. 39. And when all the people saw 
it, they fell on their faces : and they said. The Losd, He is the God ; the 
Lord, He is the God. 40. And Elijah said unto them. Take the prophets o^ 
Baal ; let not one of them escape. And they took them : and EUjah brou^t 
them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there. 41. And Elijah said 
unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink ; for there is a soimd of abundance of 
rain. 42. So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the 
top of Oarmel ; and he cast himself down upOn the earth, and put his fiMse 
between his knees, 43. And said to his servant, Gto up now, and look 
toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, Gdiere is nothing. 
And he said. Go again seren times. 44. And it came to pass at the seventh 



which put an end to all other 
sacrifices. 

31. Twelve stones. Not ten, in 
order that he might show that 
the worship which he was about 
to pay was that which belonged 
to tne whole race of Israel. 

Israel Gen. xmi. 28. The 
name Israel might admonish them 
of their dignity, and of how deeply 
they had fallen. See on Gen. L c. 

33. Pour it. That they might 
suspect no trick or juggling. 

aS*. The third time. In nononr^ 
of the Holv" Trinity, representing 
Christian ^Baptism. 

37. That Thou hast turned, &o. 
From idolatry. Give them proof 
to persuade them to turn to Thee. 

38. Licked up the water. If 
tears of repentance are poured on 
our sacrifices, they shall be dried 



by the grace of the Holy Com- 
forter, and our very dross (the 
dust), and the harouiess of our 
heart (the stones) shall be oon- 
Bumed and done away, 

40. Kishon, This stream ran 
immediately^ under the bas^ of 
the mountain. 

Slew, According to tbe law in 
Deut. xiii. 

41. Q^t thee up. From the Ki- 
shon to the heights of Carmel, in 
order to join in the saerificial ^ast. 

There is a sound. So strong 
was his faith in prayer. 

42. Between his knees. In bnm- 
ble prayer. 

43. The sea, Th/e Mediterra- 
nean, visible over the woatem 
shoulder of the ridge. 

Seven times. Teaching perse- 
verance in prayer. 
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time, that he said. Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the set^ like a 
man's hand. And he said, Oto up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and 
get thee down, that the rain stop t^ee not. 45. And it came to pass in the 
mean while, that the heayen was black with clouds and wind, and there was a 
great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. 46. And the hand of the 
LoBD was on Elijah ; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the 
entrance of JezreeL 



45. Sain, As the drought lasted 
three years and a half, so Christ's 
ministi^, amid an obstinate peo- 
ple, who rejected the bread of 
life, lasted the same time. Af- 
ter Chbist's sacrifice, the dew 
of God's ^ace was abundantly 
poured forui. 

JezreeL At the opening of the 
central eastern valley in tne plain 
of Esdraelon (which is a corrup- 



tion of Jezreel), and distinctly 
visible from Carmel. 

46. The hand of the Lord, God 
gave him supernatural strength, 
and inspired him to run before 
Ahab. This may have been to 
do the king honour, to show that 
he bore no hatred to Ahab, though 
he abhorred his sins, and to in- 
fluence the king to hearken to his 
counsel and serve the Lobd. 



EVEKIKG. 1 Kings xix. 

Whatever be the sins (tf individual Christians, the true Churchman must not 
despair of the Church. God has more servants than we know qf, and He has 
promised that the gates of hell shall not prevail against His Church, 

1. And Ahab told Jezebel all that Eljyh had done, and withal how he had 
slain all the prophets with the sword. 2P'!rhen Jezebel sent a messenger unto 
EUjah, saying. So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life 
as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time. 3. And when he saw 
that, he arose, and went for his lifd, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth 
to Judah, and left his servant there. 4. But he himself went a day's journey 



1. Ahab told Jezebel, His heart 
turned back to her and her gods. 

2. Jezebel, A type of the malice 
of the wicked world, alien from 
the Church. 

JSUjah, The good man perse- 
cuted for righteousness* sake. 

3. Wmt for his life. It was his 
duty to take ordinary precautions 
to preserve his life, even as Chbist 
tola His followers when perse- 
cuted in one city, to flee to an- 
ol^er. S. Matt. x. 23. God may 
have designed to humble him by 
this flight, lest, from the wonderful 
answers to his prayers, he might 

M 



be exalted above measure, either 
in his own sight, or in the eyes of 
the people. Comp. 2 Cor. xii. 7. 
Faith is the gift oi God ; and the 
^eatest saints have not the same 
faith always. 

JBeersheba, Which being in 
Judah was beyond Ahab*s juris- 
diction, though still scarcely a 
safe reftige, as there was now a 
good understandingbetweenlsrael 
and Judah. Mystically, the Chris- 
tian flies from temptation to ** the 
well of the oath" {Beersheba), i.e., 
the Holy Scripture, or the aid of 
the Holt Spibit. 
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into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree : and lie re* 
quested for himself that he might die ; and said, It is enough ; now, O Lobd, 
take away my life ; for I am not hotter than my fiithers. 5. ibid as he lay and 
slept imder a juniper tree, hehold, then an angel touched him, and said unto 
him. Arise and eat. 6. And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken 
on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and 
laid him down again. 7. And the angel of the Lord came again the second 
time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat ; because the journey ia too 
great for thee. 8. And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the 
strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of 
Gk)D. 9. And he came thither unto a caye, and lodged there ; and, behold, 
the word of the Lord came to him, and He said unto him. What doest thou 
here, El^ah ? 10. And he said, I have been very jealous for the LosD God of 
hosts : &r the children of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, thiown down 
Thine altars, and slain Thy prophets with the sword : and I, even I only, am 
left : and they seek my lira, to take it away. 11. And He said, Go forth, and 
stand upon the mount before the Lobd. And, behold, the Lobd passed by, 
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks 
before the Lobd : but the Lobd was not in the wind : and after the wind an 
earthquake ; but the Lobd was not in the earthquake : 12. And aft»r the 
earthquake a fire : but the Lobd was not in the fire : and aft»r the fire a still 
small voice. 13. And it was so, when EUjah heard it, that he wrapped his fiioe 
in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, 
behold, there came a voice unto him, and said. What doest thou here, Elijah ? 



4. Juniper tree. More probably, 
the wild broom. The tree that we 
must fly to in distress is the Gross. 

That he miaht die. Failing at 
last in that cnarity that " hqpetft 
aU things." S. Jas. v. 17 : "Elias 
was a man subject to like passions 
as we are." Or, he mav have had 
foreknowledge of the glorious end 
in store for him. 

Not better, No more worthy 
of a long life than the other pro- 
phets whom. Jezebel had slain. 
Or, I do not deserve to escape 
death; let me now die as other 
men, and foreso the promise that 
I should be taken up without dy- 
ing. 

5. An omgel touched hini, Comp. 
Dan. X. 10 ; Eev. i. 17. 

8. In the strength qf that meat, 
A figure of Christ's Body and 
Blood in the Holy Eucharist, which 
whoso eateth, shall never hunger, 
and which enables souls to reach 
the mount of God. 



Forty days, Horeb was not so 
long a journey, but Ehjah wan- 
dered in the wilderness for forty 
days till he came to Horeb. Here, 
where God was revealed to Moses, 
He willed to confirm and iiistruct 
Elijah's faith and hope. 

9. What doest thou here? A 
sentle reproof to the prophet for 
his fear and despair. I sent thee 
to Israel ; how comest thou here 
in Sinai P 

10. ThiTie altars. See on Chap, 
zviii. 30. These may have been 
built by the patriarchs and others 
before the erection of the temple 
at Jerusalem. 

11. The Lord passed hy. Re- 
vealed His power in the wmd, the 
earthguake, and the lightning, to 
show Elijah that though He has 
the power, He uses not tnese means 
in His dealings with men. God 
tempers His severity with meroy. 

12. A still small voice. Hereby 
Elijah is taught that God lores 
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14. And he said, I h&ye been very jealous for the Lobd GtOD of hosts : because 
the children of Israel haye forsaken Thy coyenaut, thrown down Thine altars, 
and slain Thy prophets with the sword : and I, even I only, am left ; and they 
se^ my life, to take it away. 15. And the Lobd said unto him, Go, return on 
thy way to the wilderness of Damascus : and when thou comest, anoint Hazael 
to be king over Syria : 16. And Jehu the son of Kimshi shalt thou anoint to 
be king oyer Israel : and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou 
anoint to be prophet in thy room. 17. And it shall come to pass, that him 
that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay, and him that escapeth firom 
the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 18. Yet I haye left Me seyen thousand 
in Israel, all the knees which haye not bowed, unto Baal, and eyeiy mouth 
which hath not kissed him. 19. So he departed thence, and found Elisha 
the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelye yoke of oxen before him, 
and he with the twelfth : and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon 
him. 20. And he left the oxen, and ran uter EUjah, and said. Let me, I 
pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. And 
he said unto him, Go back again : for what haye I done to thee P 21. And 
he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled 
their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gaye imto the people, and 
they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and mimstered unto him. 



to deal with gentleness, patience, 
and tenderness : a type too of the 
religion of Chbist, Who did not 
strive nor cry, neither did any hear 
His voice in the streets ; Who 
broke not the bruised reed, nor 
qaenched the smoking flax. S. 
Matt. xii. 19, 20. 

14. Elijah is still proud,* still 
despairing. 

15. Damascus, The capital of 
Syria, on the plain to the east of 
the chain of Anti-Libanus, and 
bordering the wide desert of the 
east. 

Anoint Sazael, He and Jehu 
were anointed or appointed by 
Elijah's successor, Eusha. 

16. Jehuy the son of Nimshi. 
Jehu was the son of Jehoshaphat, 
and the grandson of Nimshi. 2 
Kings ix. 2. 

Abel-meholah, A town in Ma- 
nasseh, near the Jordan. 

17. God appoints three persons 
to execute ffis vengeance against 
idolatrous Israel. See 2 Kings 
viii. 12, 28 ; ix. 15 ; x. 6 ; xiii. 3. 

Bhall Elisha slay. With the 



sword of the Spirit. Hos. vi. 5 : 
'•Therefore I nave hewed them 
by the prophets ; I have slain 
them by tne words of My mouth." 
See 2 Cor. x, 4, 5. 

18. Seven thousand. Thus God 
reproves Elijah's assertion that he 
alone in Israel was faithful. 

Kissed. See Hos. xiii. 2. Kiss- 
ing was a token of Divine honour. 
Ps. ii. 12. 

19. Cast his mantle. The proper 
garment of the prophets. 21Cings 
11. 8. This is an emblem of the 
gifts of the Spirit communicated 
by Chbist to His Apostles. 

20. Helqft, Like the Apostles. 
S. Matt. iv. 20, 22, Ac. 

What have I done ? The pro- 
phet sajs this to draw forth Eli- 
sha's faith, and to make him count 
the cost before he threw in his lot 
with him. 

21. Slew them. Like a eood 
man who, dedicating his lite to 
God, turns his temporal afiairs 
into spiritual offerings, and sacri- 
fices every earthly interest to the 
love of God. 
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TENTH 8TTNDAY APTEE TRINITY. 
MoBNiNa. 1 Kings xxL 

In Ahab*$ seiztire qfNdboWs vineyard we see the state of irreliffion to which 
Israel is reduced by schism ; how the corruption qf worship gradually destroys 
all regard to the express law of God, and even respect for common morality, 

1. And it came to pass after these things, that Kaboth the Jezieelite had a 
yinevard, which was m Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 
2. And Ahab spake unto Kaboth, saying, Omye me thy yineyatd, that I may 
have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house : and I wi& 
giye thee for it a better vineyard than it ; or, if it seem good to thee, I will 
eiye thee the worth of it in money. 3. And Kaboth said to Ahab, Ihe Losb 
forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fiithers unto thee« 
4. And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the word 
which Kaboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him : for he had said, I will not 
give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, 
and turned away his fikce, and would eat no bread. 5. But Jezebel his wife 
came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no 
bread ? 6. And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite^ 
and said unto him, Ghive me thy vineyard for money ; or else, if it please thee, 
I will give thee another vineyard for it : and he answered, I will not give thee 
my vineyard. 7. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern 
the kingdom of Israd P arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry : I 
will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 8. So she wrote letters 
in Ahab's name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the 
elders and to the nobles that were in his ciiy, dwelling with Naboth. 9. And 
she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a rast, and set Naboth on high among 



1. After these things. By the 
mer^ of God Ahab overcomes 
the Syrians, and is made rich and 
powerful by their submission. 
\Ch. XX.) And with prosperity 
come hardness of heart and covet- 
ousness. 

2. Give me thy vineyard,* The 
law forbade a man to part with 
his inheritance, which was typical 
of his heavenly home ; and Ahab 
ought to have been the very per- 
son to uphold the law, insteaa of 
forgetting both its letter and 
spirit. 

3. The Lord forbid. Ahab's 
request was like asking a man 
to part with his membership in 

. ^<^HBisT and his inheritance in 
neaven. 



4. Heavy amd displeased. He 
had the wish to do evil, but not 
the courage; conscience enough 
to make him unhappy, not enough 
to make him do what is right. He 
comes home sullen and peevish, 
brooding over his sinful wishes, 
and ready enough to reap the 
fruits of that wickedness which he 
was too cowardly to commit. 

9. J^rodaim a fast. As though 
some great crime had been com- 
mitted, some accursed sin was 
among them, which would draw 
down Divine vengeance, if not 
effectually pursed away by the 
death of the muefactor. 

Set Naboth on high, Give him 
a chief place, that there may be 
no appearance of private enmiij, 
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the people : 10. And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness 
against him, saying. Thou didst blaspheme GtOD and the king. And then 
earry him out, and stone him, that he may die. 11. And the men of his city, 
even the eldms and the nobles who were the inhabitants in his city, did as 
Jesebel had sent mito them, and as it wse written in the letters which she had 
sent unto them. 12. They proclaimed a £Mt, and set Naboth on high among 
the people. 13. And there came in two n:ien, children of Belial, and sat 
before him : and the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, 
in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the 
king. Then the^ carried hun forth out of the city, and stoned him with 
stones, that he died. 14. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, 
and is dead. IS. And it came to pass, when Jezebel neard that Naboth was 
stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refiised to give thee for money : 
for Naboth is not alive, but dead. 16. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard 
that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 17. And the word of the Lobd came 
to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18. Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of 
Israel, which is in Samaria : l^hold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither 
he is gone down to possess it. 19. And thou shalt speak unto him, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession ? ^d thou 
shalt speak unto him, saying. Thus saith the Lobd, Li the place where dogs 
licked me blood of NaboUi shall doss lick thy blood, even thine. 20. And 
Abab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy ? And he answered, 
I have found thee : because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of 
the Lobd. 21. Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy 
posterity, and will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and 
him that is shut up and left in Israel 22. And will make thine house like 
the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son 
of Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith thou hast provoked Me to anger, and 



and that his erime may be more 
conspicuous. 

10. 2\do men. According to the 
law. Dent. xvii. 6 ; Lev. xxiv. 15, 
16 ; Exod. rdi. 28. The posses- 
Bions of a man convicted of Reason 
were forfeited. 

13. Stoned him, and his sons, 
that no one might be left to claim 
the land. 2 'E^nga ix. 26. 

15. For money. But which now 
you get for nothing. In Naboth's 
death we have a ty7>e of the death 
of Chbist, procured in the same 
way by a false charge of blas- 
phemy. See the parable of the 
vineyard and the husbandmen, 
S, Matt. xxi. 

18. WhichisinSamafna. Who 
reigna in Samaria, as ver. L 



19. In the place. Or, " In like 
manner as." The dogs licked 
Ahab's blood in Samaria (ch. xxii. 
38), not in Jezreel. But, accord* 
ing to ver. 29, the fulfilment may 
have been postponed, and we know 
that both Jezebel and her son Je- 
horam were slain in Jezreel. 2 
Kings ix. 25, 36, 36. 

20. Soldthysey. Given up thy 
better self in exchange for the 
wages of wickedness. 

21. Sim that, &c. Every male 
person. 

Shut up. Those who have taken 
refuge in fortified towns. 

And left. Those who are weak 
and defenceless in the country. 

22. Jeroboam. Ch. xv. 29. 
Baasha. Ch. xvL 3, 11. 
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made Israel to sin. 23. And of Jezebel also spake the Losd, saying, The 
dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of JezreeL 24. Him that dieth of Ahab in 
the city the dogs shall eat ; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of 
the air eat. 25. But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himwAlf 
to wofk wickedness in the sight of the LosD, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. 

26. And he did yery abominably in following idols, according to aU things as 
did the Amorites, whom the Lobd cast out before the children of IsraeL 

27. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his 
clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and £uted, and lay in sackcloth, and 
went softly. 28. And the word of the Lobd came to Elijah the Tishbite^ 
saying, 29. Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before Me ? because he 
humbleth himself before Me, I wiU not bring the evil in his days : but in his 
son's days will I bring the evil upon his house. 



23. See on ver. 19. 

27. Went softly. Moved about 
slowly and sadly, as one bowed 
down with sorrow and fasting. 
Ahab was one in whose soul there 
was a contest between good and 
evil. Now, for the moment, good 
prevails, and God accepts ma re- 



pentance so far as to suspend His 
judgment. He escaped punish- 
ment but did not win pardon. 

29. In his son*s days, God, 
by this long-suffering, may have 
designed that Ahab should hare 
endeavoured to obtain entire re- 
mission of the punishment. 



Etenh^o. 1 Kings xxii. 

In the defeat of Israel by the Syrians, and the death qf Ahah, we are shoum 
the punishment of schism and the worthlessness of a temporary repentance which 
is not confirmed by a total renunciation of all former causes of and temptations 
to, sin, Jehoshaphat represents the religious man*s weak compliance with the 
sit^l customs of the world, and the danger consequent on such weakness. 

1. And they continued three years without war between Syria and Israel. 
2. And it came to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
came down to the king of Israel. 3. And the king of Israel said unto his 
servants, Know ye that Bamoth in Gilead is ours, and we be still, and tt^e it 
not out of the hand of the king of Syria ? 4. And he said imto Jehoshaphat, 
Wilt thou go with me to l^atUe to Bamoth-gilead P And Jehoshaphat said 
to the king of Israel, I am as thou art, my people as thy people, my 
horses as thy horses. 5. And Jehoshaphat said unto the king or Israel, 
Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of the Losn to-day. 6. Then the 
king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, 
and said unto them. Shall I go against Bamoth-gilead to battle, or shall 
I forbear ? And they said, Qro up ; for the Lord shall deliver it into the 



1. Three years. Parts of three 
years (2 Chron. xviii. 2). Benha- 
dad's power had been weakened 
by Ahab's victories (ch. xx). This 
quiet time was allowed to Ahab 
K)r repentance. 

2. uame down, Jehoshaphat's 
son Jehoram had married Atha- 



liah, Ahab's daughter, 
viii. 18. 

3. Ramoth in Oilead, One of 
the cities which were to be re- 
stored to Israel by Benhadad (ch. 
XX. 34). It was situated on the 
east of Jordan, in the tribe of 
Gad, and in the southem part of 
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liand of the king. 7. And J^oehaphat Baid, Is there not here a prophet of 
the Lord besides, that we might enquire of him ? 8. And the king of Israel 
said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by 
whom we ma^ enquire of the Lord : but I hate him ; for he doth not proghesj 
good concermng me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 
9. Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said. Hasten hither Micaiah 
the son of Imlah. 10. And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of 
Judah sat each on his throne, having put on their robes, in a yoid place in the 
entrance of the gate of Samaria ; and all the prophets prophesied before them. 
11. And Zedekiah the son of Ohenaanah made him horns of iron : and he said. 
Thus saith the Lord, With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until thou have 
consumed them. 12. And all the prophets prophesied go, saying, Go up to 
Eamoth-gilead, and prosper : for the Lord shall deliver it into the king's 
hand. 13. And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake unto him, 
saying, Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good unto the king 
with one mouth : let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, 
and speak that which is good. 14. And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, 
what the Lord saith unto me, that wiU I speak. IS. So he came to the king. 
And the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go against Bamoth-gilead to 
battle, or shall we forbear P And he answered him, Gk>, and prosper : for the 
Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 16. And the king said unto 
him, How many times shall I adjure thee that thou tell me nothing but that 
which is true in the Name of the Lord ? 17. And he said, I saw all Israel 
scattered upon the hiUs, as sheep that have not a shepherd : and the Lord 
said, These have no master : let them return every man to his house in peace. 
18. And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he 
would prophesy no good concerning me, but evil ? 19. And he said. Hear thou 
therefore the word of the Lord : I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and aU the 
host of heaven standing by Him on His right hand and on His left. 20. And 
the Lord said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at 
Samoth-gilead ? And one said on this memner, and another said on that 
manner. 21. And there came forth a spirit, and stood before the Lord, and 



the mountains of Gilead, — ^the 
border land between Israel and 
the nations of eastern Asia. 

6. Proj>hets, False prophets, 
probably idolatrous ones. Ahab, 
in his self-deceiving hypocrisy, 
makes a show of reverence for the 
Lord's voice, while he hates it. 

8. I hate him, Ahab fears to 
ask counsel of the prophet of God, 
as knowing the evil which his con- 
science foreboded. The Word of 
God becomes hated when it bears 
witness against us. S. John iii. 
20: "For every one that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither com- 
eth to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved." 



M 3 



10. Void place, Marg.: "floor." 
A threshing-floor, which was a 
smooth area surrounded with walls. 

15. Go, and prosper. Spoken 
ironically or derisively, as Ahab 
perceives. 

17. I saw. The prophet nar- 
rates the coming defeat as a past 
event. 

19. He said, Micaiali thus 
sternly addresses Ahab, because 
he tried to discredit his prophecy. 
The prophet relates a symbolical 
vision which had been presented to 
his mind, or he uses a parable to 
express his meaning, that the king, 
for his unbelief and idolatry, is 
made the prey of seducing spirits. 
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said, I will pennAde him. 22. And the Lobb said unto him, Wherewith ? 
And he said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets. And He said, Thou shalt persuade him, and preyail also : go forth, 
and do so. 23. Now, therefore, behold, the Lobd hath put a lying spirit in 
the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the Lobd hath spoken evil concerning 
thee. 24. But Zedekian the son of Chenaanah went near, and smote Minaiah 
on the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit of the Losd from me to 
speak imto thee ? 25. And Miciuah said, Behold, thou shalt see in that day, 
when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. 26. And the king 
of Israel said, Take Micaiah and carry him back unto Amon the govemor of 
the city, and to Joash the king's son ; 27. And say. Thus saith the king^ 
Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and with 
water of affliction, untU I come in peace. 28. And Micaiah said, If thou 
return at all in peace, the Lobd hath not spoken by me. And he said. 
Hearken, O people, every one of you. 29. So the king of Israel and Jehosha- 

?>hat the king of Judah went up to Bamoi^-gilead. 30. And the king of 
srael said unto Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and enter into the haw ; 
but put thou on thy robes. And the king of Israel disguised himself and 
went into the battle. 31. But the king of Syria commanded his thirty and 
two captains that had rule oyer his chariots, saying. Fight neither with small 
nor great, saye only with the king of Israel. 32. And it came to pass, when 
the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said. Surely it is the 
king of Israel. And they turned aside to fight against him : and Jehoshaphat 
cried out. 33. And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots per* 
ceiyed that it was not the king of Israel, tiiat they turned back from pursuing 
him. 34. And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of 
Israel between the joints of the harness : wherefore he said unto the driver of 
his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host ; for I am woimded. 
35. And the battle increased that da>y : and the king was stayed up in his 
chariot against the Syrians, and died at even : and the blood ran out of the 
wound into the midst of the chariot. 36. And there went a prodamation 
throughout the host about the going down of the sun, saying, Eveiy man to his 
city, and every man to his own country. 37. So the king died, and was brought 



22. Go forth, viz., to tempt and 
entice, not to compel. Comp. 
Job i. 6, 12 ; ii. 6 ; S. John xiii. 27. 

23. Hathput Hath permitted. 
25. Thou shalt know the truth 

when then shalt hide thyself, for 
fear of being executed as a be- 
tr^er of thy king and country. 

28. Hearken, O people. He 
calls all the earth to witness to 
the truth of his prophecy. Comp. 
Mic. i. 2. 

30. Disguise mif self. Ahab could 
not shake off the linpression of Mi- 
caiah's prophecy, but thoueht by 
this means to escape its fulfubnent. 

31. King of Syria, Ben-hadad, 



32. Cried out. Cried unto GrOD. 
2 Chron. xviii. 31 : " Jehoshaphat 
cried out, and the Lobd helped 
him ; and God moved them to de- 
part from him." 

34. The harness. The armour. 

35. Wdbs stmed up. 2 Chron. 
xviii. 34: "The king of Israel 
starred himself up in his chariot 
against the S vrians until the even : 
and about the time of the stm 
going down he died." He seems 
to have refrained from cariyinff 
out the wish which he e^roressed 
when first wounded (ver. ^), and 
to have stayed to animate his 
soldiers. 
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to Samarm ) and they buried the king in Samaria. 38. And one washed the 
chariot in the pool of Samaria ; and the dogs licked up his blood ; uid they 
washed his armour ; according unto the word of the Load which He spake. 
39. Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the irory house 
which he made, and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel P 40. So Ahab slept with his 
fikthers ; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead. 41. And Jehoshaphat the 
son of Asa began to reign oyer Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of 
Israel. 42. Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he began to 
reign; and he reigned twenty and five years m Jerusalem. And his mo- 
ther's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 43. And he walked in all 
the ways of Asa his fitther ; he turned not aside from it, doing that which was 
right in the eyes of the Lord : neyertheless the high places were not taken 
away; for the people offered and burnt incense yet in the high places. 
44. And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel. 45. Now the rest 
of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might that he showed, and how he warred, 
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? 
46. And the remnant of the sodomites, which remained in the days of his 
fitther Asa, he took out of the land. 47. There was then no king in Edom : a 
deputy was king. 48. Jehoshaphat made ships of Tharshish to go to Ophir 
for gold : but they went not ; for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber. 
49. Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehoshaphat, Let my servants 
go with thy servants in the ships. But Jehoshaphat would not. SO. And 
Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the (oty 
of Bayia his father : and Jehoram his son reigned in his stead. 51. Ahaziah 
the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of 



38. Accordifuf, See on xxi. 19. 

39. Book, jNot now extant. Bo 
in ver. 45. 

43. The high places. Where 
indeed the Lobd was worshipped, 
but not as He had ordained. This 
retaining of the high places, for 
fear of (mending his people, is no- 
ticed as a great blemish in Je- 
hoshaphat's goyemment. 

44. Made peace. This was his 
gravest error, and the cause of 
much trouble to him. 2 Cor. yi. 
14—16. 

46. Sodomites. Unnatural crimes 
are the accompaniment of idolatry . 
Bom. i. 24, 27. 

47. JSdom. God had preserved 
to Jehoshaphat tiie dominions of 
David. 2 bam. viii. 14. Edom 
was governed by a viceroy sent 
from Jerusalem. Oomp. Numb, 
andv. 18. 

48. Ships of Tharshish. Ships 



of a peculiar build, like those used 
by the FhcBuicians in their trade 
to that place. For Tharshish, see 
on Isa. Izvi. 19. 

Ophir. Supposed by some to 
be in India, on the Malabar coast ; 
by others on the south-east coast 
of Africa ; by others, again, as- 
sumed to be Ceylon. It has been 
thought that Tharshish and Ophir 
are the same. 

They went not. The ships were 
destroyed, as a punishment for 
Jehoshaphat's alliance with Aha- 
ziah. See 2 Chron. xx. 37. 

Ezion-geher. A port on the 
eastern aim (Gulf of Akaba) of the 
Bed Sea. 

49. Then said. This was after 
the destruction of the fleet. Je- 
hoshaphat learned wisdom by 
God's visitation. 

60. dtp of David. Zion,apart 
of Jenualem. 
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Jehoshaphat kiiig of Jndah, and reigned two yeara over Israel. 52. And ha 
did eyil in the sight of the LoBi), and walked in the way of his father, and in 
the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam tiiie son of Nebat, who 
made Israel to sin : 53. For he served Baal, and worshipped him, and pro- 
voked to anger the Lobd God of Israel, according to all that his &ther bad 
done. 

51. Ikvo years. Parts of two I narrative of his reign and death is 
years. See 2 Kings iii. 1. The | given in 2 Kings i. 



ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTEE TEINITY. 

MoBNiKO. 2 Kings v. 

T%« history qf Naatnan's cleansing teaches the value of outward and visible 
signs f when the Word of God makes them vehicles and channels qf inward and spi- 
ritual grace, Man must not reason and dispute about Christ* s appointments, but 
humbly use the ordained means in the right way, and he shall receive the benefit, 

1. Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man 
with his master, and honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliver- 
ance unto Syria : he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 

2. And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away cap- 
tive out of the laud of Israel a little maid ; and she waited on Naaman's wiro. 

3. And she said unto her mistress, Would QtOD my lord were with the prophet 
that is in Samaria ! for he would recover him of his leprosy. 4. And one 
went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the 
land of Israel. 5. And the king of Syria said, Gk) to, go, and I will send a 
letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents 
of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 6. And 
he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is 
come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, 
that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. 7. And it came to pass, when 
the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said. 
Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to 
recover a man of his leprosy P wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how 
he seeketh a quarrel against me. 8. And it was so, when Elisha the man 
of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to 
the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes ? let him come now to 
me, and he shiJl know that there is a prophet in Israel. 9. So Naaman came 
with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of 



1. A leper. Leprosy was a 
loathsome and incurable disease : 
it is used in Scripture as a type 
of the infection of sin. 

3. She said. In God's Pro- 
vidence nothing is unimportant. 



Things apparently trivial and ac- 
cidental may deeply affect our 
highest interests. I Cor. i. 27. 

5. Go. A type of the ready 
faith which the Gentiles would 
yield to the Gospel. 
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Elisha. 10. And Elisha sent a messenger nnto him, saying, Go and wash in 
Jordan seven tames, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be 
clean. 11. But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I 
thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the Name of 
the LoB3> his God, and strike his hand over the place, and zeoover the leper. 
12. Are not Abana and Fharpar, rivers oC Damascus, better tfian all the waters 
of Israel ? may I not wash in them, and be clean ? So he turned and went 
away in a rage. 13. And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and 
said, My fitther, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, woiddest 
thou not have done it ? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, 
and be clean ? 14. Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in 
Jordan, according to the saying of the man of GoD: and his flesh came 
again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 15. And he re- 
turned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood 
before him : and he said. Behold, now I know that there is no GhoD in all the 
earth, but in Israel : now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. 
16. But he said, As the Lobd liveth, before Whom I stand, I will receive 



10. SetU a messenger. Taking^ 
upon himself the dignity of a pro- 
phet of the Most High God. 
i^one can come to Chbist till 
they are washed in Baptism. 
Comp. yer. 15. Elisha conformed 
to the law which forbade the leper 
to be touched: Chbist touched 
the leper, and cleansed him. 

Seven times. Comp. Lev. xiv. 7. 
To cleanse the sevenfold corrup- 
tion of sin. Here was the tnal 
of Naaman's faith and humility. 

11. Was wroth. Naaman ex- 
pected some magnificent cere- 
monial ; and, like persons now-a- 
days who stumble at sacramental 
teaching, was angry and disap- 
pointed at the weakness of the 
means to be used to effect so great 
a cure. 

12. Abana amd Tltarpa/r. Two 
Syrian rivers watering the plain 
of Damascus. The .Abana (now 
Barada) rises in Anti-Lebanon, 
and loses itself in two lakes east 
of the city; the Pharpar (now 
'Awaj) rises in Hermon, and falls 
into a lake south of the city. 

Went oAoay, Want of faith 
leads persons not to acquiesce in 
the way which God appoints to 



sanctify and bless us. The sur- 
render of the will is the very es- 
sence of religion. 

13. Some great thing. The very 
simplicity of the means of grace 
becomes a stumbling-block to the 
unbelieving. Christians too often 
neglect the plain and ordained 
way of sanctification, expecting 
some great change of circum- 
stances, or some starring inter- 
position. 

14. In Jordan, The river to 
be hereafter sanctified by the bap- 
tism of Chbist to the mystical 
washing away of sin. 

Of a little child. Even as Bap- 
tism is the means of regeneration 
or new birth, and washes away 
the foulness of sin. 

15. Now IJcTum. His soul was 
cured of unbelief, as his body of 
leprosy. He acknowledges as the 
true God Him Whose minister 
had been the means of his resto- 
ration. 

A blessing. A token of grati- 
tude, alms and presents. 

16. I will receive none. Isa. lii. 
3: "Ye have sold yourselves for 
nought; and ye shall be redeemed 
without money." 
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none. And he turged him to take it ; hut he refused. 17. And Naaman Baid, 
Shall there not then, I pray thee, he given to thj seryant two moles* burden of 
earth P for thy servant will henceforth offer neitiier burnt offering nor sacrifice 
unto other gods, but unto the Lobd. 18. In this thing the Load pardon thy 
servant, that when my master goeth into the house of Bimmon to worship 
there, and he leaneth on my hand, apd I bow myself in the house of Bimmon : 
when I bow down myself in the house of Bimmon, the LoBD pardon thj ser- 
vant in this thing. 19. And he said unto him, Gto in peace. So he departed 
from him a little way. 20. But G-ehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of 
GtODt said, Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not re- 
ceiving at his hands that which he brought : but, as the Lobd liveth, I will 
run after him, and take somewhat of hun. 21. So Glehazi followed after 
ISTaaman. And when Naaman saw him runniag after him, he lighted down 
from the chariot to meet him, and said. Is all weU P 22. And he said. All is 
welL My master hath sent me, saying. Behold, even now there be come to 
me fiK>m mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets : give 
them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments. 23. And 
Naaman said. Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, and bound 
two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid them 
upon two of his servants ; and they bare them before him. 24. And when he 
came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and bestowed them in the 
house : and he let the men go, and they departed. 25. But he went in, and 
stood before his master. Aiid Elisha said unto him. Whence comest thou, 
GhehaziP And he said. Thy servant went no whither. 26. And he said 
unto him. Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from 
his chariot to meet thee ? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive gar- 
ments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, 
and maidservants ? 27. The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto 
thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper 
as white as snow. 



17. Two mules* burden of earth. 
He wished to erect an altar of 
Jewish eardi in his own land, and 
thus profess his faith in the 
Lobd. 

18. J%e Lord pardon. This 
was a pions scruple on Naaman's 
part. As chief favourite, he had 
to attend the king to the house of 
his idol, and he here prays for 
pardon if he showed seeming de- 
ference to the false god in the 
performance of his duties at 
court. He had to bow when the 
king bowed, in deference to his. 
royal master, but he would not 
perform this action with the same 
intention as the idolatrous king. 

19. Oo in peace. Where the 



heart is right, we need not be too 
scrupulous abont little matters. 
"Unto the pure all things are 
pure." Tit. 1.15. 

20. Oehazi, Like Judas Isca- 
riot, Gehazi profits not by the 
teaching and example of his 
master, ihe sin of covetonsness 
having eaten away the life of his 
religion. 

24. Tb the tower. Where Elisha 
lived. 

25. WheTice comest ihm? Thus 
giring Grehazi an opportunity of 
confessing his gnilt. 

27. Unto thy seed. Pro v. xr. 
27 : " He that is greedy of gain 
tronbleth his own Souse." 
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EysNiira. 2 Kings ix. 

7%e attempted rf/brmation of Jehu- was ineffective and not lasting ^ because it 
was not based upon a return to the unity qf God*s worship ; yet it served to 
work God's purpose in punishing schism, 

1. And EHsha the prophet called one of the children of the prophets, and 
said unto him, GHrd up thy loins, and take this hox of oil in thine hand, and 
go to Eamoth-gilead : 2. And when thou comest thither, look out there 
Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him 
arise up from among his brethren, and carry him to an inner chamber; 
3. Then take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, Thus saith the 
liOBD, I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and flee, 
and tarry not. 4. So the young man, even the young man the prophet, went 
to Bamoth-gilead. 5. And when he came, behold, the captains of the host 
were sitting ; and he said, I have an errand to thee, O captain. And Jehu 
^d. Unto which of all us ? And he said. To thee, O captain. 6. And he 
arose, and went into the house ; and he poured the oil on his head, and said 
unto him, Thus saith the Losd G-od of Israel, I have anointed thee king over 
the people of the Lord, even over Israel. 7. And thou shalt smite the nouse 
of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the blood of My servants the prophets, 
and the blood of all the servants of the Lobd, at the hand of Jezebel. 8. For 
the whole house of Ahab shall perish : and I will cut off from Ahab hiin that 
pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel : 9. And 
I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah : 10. And the dogs shall eat 
Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her. And 
he opened the door, and fled. 11. Then Jehu came forth to the servants of 
his lord : and one said unto him. Is all well? wherefore came this mad fellow 
to thee ? And he said unto them, Ye know the man, and his communication. 
12. And they said, It is false : tell us now. And he said. Thus and thus 
spake he to me, saying, Thus saith the Lobd, I have anointed thee king over 
Israel. 13. Then they hasted, and took every man hia garment, and put it 
under him on the top of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, J^u is 
king. 14. So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of l^imshi conspired 
against Joram. (Now Joram had kept Bamoth-gilead, he and all Israel, 
because of Haeael king of Syria. 15. But king Joram was returned to be 
healed in Jeereel of the wounds which the Syrians had given him, when he 
fought with Hazael king of Syria.) And Jehu said, If it be your minds, then 



1. Said unto him. The original 
command had been given to Eli- 
jah. 1 Kings xix. 15, 16, where 
gee notes. 

Ramoth-gilead, Which the Is- 
raelites were now besieging, and 
had partly taken. See ver. 15. 

8. Anointed, As a token that 
the kingdom was by Pirine ap- 

S ointment txaasferred £rom Ahab s 
ouse. 



8. See 1 Kings xxL 21, and 
notes. 

11. Madfellow, Spoken in care- 
less derision of his pretensions. 

13. Put it m/nder him. In token 
of respect. 

The gtairg. Making a tempo- 
rary throne for him. 

14. Hitd hffpft. Had watched, 
besieged. 
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let none go forth nor escape out of the city to go to tell it in Jezreel. 16. So 
Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel; for Joram lay there. And 
Ahaziah king of Judah was come down to see Joram. 17. And there stood a 
watchman on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied the company of Jehu as he 
came, and said, I see a company. And Joram said, Take an horseman, -and 
send to meet them, and let him say. Is it peace ? 18. S6 there went one on 
horseback to meet him, and said. Thus saith the king. Is it peace ? And Jehu 
said, What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee behind me. And the 
watchman told, saying, The messenger came to them, but he cometh not again. 
19. Then he sent out a second on horseback, which came to them, and said. 
Thus saith the king, Is it peace ? And Jehu answered. What hast thou to do 
with peace ? turn thee behind me. 20. And the watchman told, saying, He 
came even unto them, and cometh not again : and the driving is like the 
driviog of Jehu the son of Nimshi : for he driveth furiously. 21. And Joram 
said. Make ready. And his chariot was made ready. And Joram king of 
Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, and they went 
out against Jehu, and met him in the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22. 
And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said. Is it peace, Jehu ? 
And he answered. What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother 
Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many ? 23. And Joram turned his hands, 
and fled, and said to Ahaziah, There is treachery, O Ahaziah. 24. And Jehu 
drew a bow with his full strength, and smote Jehoram between his arms, and 
the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down in his chariot. 25. Then 
said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and cast him in the portion of the 
field of Naboth the Jezreelite : for remember how that, when I and thou rode 
together after Ahab his father, the Lobd laid this burden upon him ; 26. 
Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his sons, 
saith the Lobd ; and I will requite thee in this plat, saith the Lobd. Now 
therefore take and cast him into the plat of ground, according to the word of 
the Lobd. 27. But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled by the 
way of the garden house. And Jehu followed after him, and said, Smite him 



15. Out of the city. I.e., from 
before the city, from the camp. 
It may be that the Israelites had 
taken all the city but the fort. 

16. Ahaziah. He was related 
to Ahab's family, his mother being 
Athaliah, daughter of Omri, and 
he walked in Ahab's footsteps. 
Ch. viii. 26, 27. His name, with 
those of Joash and Amaziah, is 
blotted out of the genealogy of 
Cheist. S. Matt. i. 8. 

17. Is it peace. Dost thon come 
with peaceful intent P 

22. The whoredoms. Spiritual 
whoredom is probably meant ; i.e., 
idolatry. Joram was privy to his 
mother's sins, and encouraged her 
in them. 



23. Turned his hands. Turned 
his horses. 

25. Sode together. In AhaVs 
guard. 

This burden. This fearftd pro- 
phecy. Isa. xiii. 1. See 1 Kings 
xxi. 19, 29. 

26. These words are not re- 
corded in 1 Kings xxi., nor is the 
death of Naboth's sons mentioned. 
Scripture often supplies in one 
place details whicn have been 
omitted in another. 

27. Smite him also. As being 
by affinity to Ahab a claimant to 
the throne of Israel. Such un- 
holy alliances always bring evil 
with them. Comp. 1 Kings zzii. 
44, note. 
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also in the chariot. And they did bo at the going np to Ghir, which is bj 
Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo, and died there. 28. And his servants 
carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his sepulchre with 
his fathers in the citj of David. Z9. And in the eleventh year of Joram the 
son of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah. 30. And when Jehu was 
come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it ; and she painted her &oe, and tired her 
head, and looked out at a window. ..^31. . And.as Jehu entered in at the gate, 
she said. Had Zimri peace, who slew his master ? 32. And he lifted up his 
face to the window, and said. Who is on my side ? who ? And there looked 
out to him two or three eimuchs. 33. And he said, Throw her down. So 
they threw her down : and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and 
on the horses : and he trode her under foot. 34. And when he was come in, 
he did eat and drink, and said, Gk), see now this cursed woman, and bury her : 
for she is a king's daughter. 35. And they wdnt to bury her: but they 
found no more of her than the scull, and the feet, and the pahns of her hands. 
36. Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the 
word of the Lobd, which He spake by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 
In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel : 37. And the 
carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the fisuse of the field in the portion of 
Jezreel J so that they shall not say, This is JezebeL 



IHed there. In 2 Chr. xxii. 9, 
Ahaziah is said to have been found 
hidden in Samaria, brought to 
Jehu, and slain. Probably Aha- 
ziah at first escaped to Samaria, 
was cauffht there, and taken to 
Jehu, who meantime had left 
Jezreel, and arrived at Samaria. 
He was then carried to Gur,a steep 
pass leading irom the plain of Es- 
draelon, mortaUy wounded there, 
and flying as far as Megiddo, 
died there. 

29. Eleventh year. In eh. viii. 



25, it is said his reign began in 
Joram's twelfth year. Probably 
Joram was for one year associated 
with his father in the kingdom. 

30. She painted her face, &c. 
Haughty, vain, and inflexible to 
the last. 

31. Zimri, He slew Elah, and 
killed himself for fear of Omri. 
1 Kings xvi. 8—10, 18. 

^, King* 8 daughter, Yiz.,Eth- 
baal's. See on 1 Kings xviii. 4. 

36. Word if the Lord, 1 Kings 
xxi. 23. 



TWELFTH SUNDAY AETEE TBINITY. 

MoBNiNa. 2 Kings x. 

Tins chapter continues the subject of the last, and relates the final destruction 
qf Ahab* s family y and Jehu* s partial obedience. 

1. And Ahab had seventy sons' in Samaria. And Jehu wrote letters, and 



1. Sons, Sons by various con- 
cubines, also nephews, and grand- 
sons. The judgment upon Ahab, 



postponed on his repentance (1 
KJn gH xxi. 27), was now to be ex- 
ecuted on his posterity. 
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Bent to Samaria, unto the mien of Jesreel, to ike Men, and to them that 
brought up Ahab*s childrei^, sayings %. Now as soon aa this letter oometh to 
you, seeing your master^s sons are with you, and there are with you chariots 
and horses, a fenced city also, and armour } 3. Look eren out me best and 
meetest of your master's sons, and set him on his fikther's throne, and fight for 
your master's house. 4. But they were exceeding^ afraid, and said, Behold, 
two kings stood not before him : how then shall we stand P 5. And he tbaJb 
was oyer the house, and he that was over the cit y, the elders also, and the 
bringers up of the children, sent to Jehu, saying, We are thy servants, and 
will do all that thou shalt bid us ; we will not make any king ; do thou that 
which is good in thine eyes. 6. Then he wrote a letter the second tima to 
them, saying, If ye be mine, and if ye will hearken unto my voice, take ye the 
heads of the men your master's sons, and come to me to Jesreel by to-m<»rrow 
this time. Now the king's sons, being seventy persons, were with the great 
men of the city, which brought them up. 7. And it came to pass, when the 
letter came to them, that they took the king*s sons, and slew seventy persons, 
and put their heads in baskets, and sent him them to JezreeL 8. And there 
came a messenger, and told him, saying, They have brought the heads of the 
king's sons. And he said. Lay ye them in two heaps at the entering in of the 
gate imtil the morning. 9. ^d it came to pass in the morning, that he went 
out, and stood, and said to all the people, Ye be righteous : behold, I ecm- 
spired against my master, and slew hun : but who slew all these P 10. Know 
now ths^ there shall fall unto the earth nothing of the word of the LoBi>, 
which the Lobd spake concerning the house of Ahab : for the Lobd hath done 
that which He spake by His servant Elnah. 11. So Jehu slew all that 
remained of the nouse of Ahab in Jezreel, and aJl his great men, and his 
kinsfolks, and his priests, until he left him none remaining. 12. And he 
arose and departed, and came to Samaria. And as he was at the shearing 
house in the way, 13. Jehu met with the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judoh, 
and said, Who are ye P And they answered, Wk are the brethren of Ahaziah ; 
and we go down to salute the children of the king and the children of the 
queen. 14. And he said. Take them alive. And they took them alive, and 



Riders of Jezreel. Who pro- 
bably had fled to Samaria with 
Ahab's Sims, 

3. Fight, He writes in deri- 
sion, being confident of his power. 

4. Two kings. Jehoram and 
Ahaziah. Ch. ix. 

6. Take ye the heads. Jehu 
wished to destroy all claimants tp 
the throne, and to en^ge the 
chief men in the same crime with 
himself. 

9. Ye he righteous. You are 
just ; therefore now judge. If I 
am guilty because I slew the king 
and seized the kingdom, surely 
they who slew the king's sons are 
eqimlly blameable. ^t none of 



you will accuse the chiefs of Sa- 
maria and Jezreel of treachery 
and murder ; therefore neither 1 
nor they are culpable, who haye 
been merely the executors of Di- 
vine vengeance. 

10. Fall unto the earth. B>emain 
unfulfilled. 

He spake. 1 Kings xxi. 29. 

12. ttame to Samaria. See on 
ch. ix. 27. 

13. Brethren. Kinsmen, being 
through Athaliah the natimd suc- 
cessors to the throne of Israel. 
See 2 Chron. xxii. 8. 

The kina — the queen. Joram 
and Jezebel, of whose death they 
had not heard. 
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dMr them at the pit of the shearmg house, eren two and forty men ; neither 
left he any of them. 15. And when he was departed thenoe, he lighted on 
Jehonadab the son of Eeohab coming to meet hun : and he saluted him, and 
said to him, Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart ? And Jeho- 
nadab answered, It is. If it be, giye me thine hand. And he gave him lua 
hand $ and he took him up to him into the chariot. 16. And he said. Gome 
with me, and see my seal for the Lord. So they made him ride in his 
ohariot. 17. And when he oame to Samaria, he slew all that remained unto 
Ahab in Samaria, till he had destroyed him, according to the saying of the 
XOBP, which He spake to Elijah. 18. And Jehu gathered all the people 
together, and said unto them, Ahab served Baal a Uttle i but Jehu shall serre 
him much. 19. l^ow therefore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all hia 
■errants, and all his priests ; let none be wanting : for I hare a great sacrifice 
to do to Baal $ whosoever shall be wanting, he shall not Uve. But Jehu did 
it in subtilty, to the intent that he might destroy the worshippers of BaaL 
20. And Jehu said, Proclaim a solemn assembhr for BaaL And they pro- 
claimed it. 21. And Jehu sent through all Israel : and all the worshippers of 
Baal came, so that there was not a man left that came not. And they oame 
into the house of Baal $ and the house of Baal was full from one end to 
another* 22. And he said unto him that was over the vestry. Bring forth 
vestments for all the worshippers of BaaL And he brought them forth vest- 
ments. 23. And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of Bechab, into the 
house of Baal, and said unto the worshippers of Baal, Search, and look that 
there be here with you none of the servants of the Lord, but the worshippers 
of Baal only. 24. And when they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt 
offerings, Jehu appointed fourscore men without, and said. If any of the men 
whom I have brought into your hands escape, he that letteth him go, his life 
shall be for the life of him. 25. And it csune to pass, as soon as he had made 
an end of offering the burnt offering, that Jehu said to the guard and to the 
captains, Gk) in, and slay them ; let none oome forth. And fhey smote them 
with the edge of the sword ; and the guard and the captains cast them out, 
and went to the dty of the house of Baal. 26. And they brought forth the 
images out of the house of Baal, and burned them. 27. And they brake 
down the image of Baal, and brake down the house of Baal, and made it a 
draught house unto this day. 28. Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of IsraeL 



16. Jehonadab the ^onqfltechah, 
Jl descendant of Jethro, the father- 
in-law of Moses, and a man of 
strict piety and ascetic life. See 
Jer. xxrv. ; 1 Chron. ii. 55. 

And he, Jehu saluted Jeho- 
nadab, it bein^ important in an 
usurper to obtam the approbation 
of one so famous for his piety as 
the founder of the Bechabites. 

If it he, Jehu's words. 

Oive me thy hand. In token of 
oval and acknowledgment of 



Jehu's claims as king. 
19. In subtilty, God does not 



need man's sin to work His pur* 
pose. We may oommend Jehu's 
zeal, we may not praise his lying. 
IU>m. iii. 8. 

25. City qf the house cf Baal, 
Either some town dedicated to 
Baal ; or it may be tiie buildings 
connected with the temple were 
so vast and numerous, as to de- 
serve the name of " city." The 
worship of Baal was never restored 
in Israel. Yer. 28. 

27. A draught house, A latrine, 
as in S. Matt. xy. 17. 
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29. Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to 
Bin, Jehu departed not from after them, to wit, the golden calyes that weze in 
Beth-el, and that were in Dan. 30. And the Lord Baid unto Jehu, Becauae 
thou hast done well in executing that which i£ right in Mine eyes, and hast 
done unto the house of Ahab according to all that was in Mine heart, tfay 
children of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel. 31. But 
Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lobd Gk>D of Israel with all his 
heart : for he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, which made Israel to 
sin. 32. In those days the Lord began to cut Israel short : and Hacael 
smote them in all tiie coasts of Israel ; 33. From Jordan eastward, all the 
land of Gilead, the Gktdites, and the Beubenites, and the Manassites, from 
Aroer, which is by the river Amon, even G-ilead and Bashan. 34. Now the 
rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that he did, and all his might, are they not 
written in the book of tiie chronicles of the kings of Israel P ^ 35. And Jehu 
slept with his fiithers : and they buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his 
son reigned in hb stead. 36. And the Jdme that Jdiu reigned orer Israel in 
Samaiia was twenty and eight years. 



29. Calves. The original cause 
of the sin was not ta£en away ; 
the schismatical worship conti- 
nued ; so Jehu's reformation was 
of little practical good. 

30. Fourth generation. Ful- 
filled in Zachanah, ch. xv. 8, 12. 
For his partial obedience an 
earthly reward is promised to 
Jehu. 



32. Ih cut Israel short. Margf. : 
"to cut off the ends." To deprive 
Israel of its possessions. Jehu had 
let policy overcome religious obe- 
dience {ver. 29), and i&s deflec- 
tion led surely and gradually to 
the final destruction. 

33. Hazael took all the country 
east of Jordan. The territory 
first won was first lost. 



EvENnra. 2 Kings xviii 

Hezekiah suppresses idolatry, and on this account is rewarded with victory and 
success. Neither nations nor individuals may expect God's aid till they worship 
Him aright, 

1. Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of 
Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. 2. Twenty 
and five years old was he when he began to reign ; and he reigned twenty and 
nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Abi, the daughter of 



1. In the third year. I.e., of 
the nine mentioned, ch. xvii. 1; 
Comp. ch. XV. 30, which is to be 
reconciled with this passage by 
supposing that in the former case 
Hoshea's rei^ is reckoned from 
the time of nis rebellion against 
Assyrian supremacy ; in the latter 
it is counted from the death of his 
predecessor. 

2. Twenty amd Jhe years old. 



Taking some of the years men- 
tioned here and in the account of 
Ahaz, ch. xvi. 2, to be incomplete 
years, Ahaz woidd have been about 
fourteen years old when he became 
the father of Hezekiah. 

Ahi. Called Abijah, 2 Chron. 
xxix. 1. She was the daughter of 
Zechariah, son of Jehoiada the 

Sriest, and, doubtless, brought up 
er child in the fear of God. 
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ZBchftriali. 3. And he did that which was li^t in the sight of the LoBD, 
according to all that Bayid his father did. 4. He remoyed the high places, 
and brake the images, and out down the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen 
serpent that Moses had made : for unto mose days the childi^n of Israel did 
bum incense to it : and he called it Nehushtan. 5. He trusted in the Lobd 
Gk>D of Israel : so that after him was none like him among all the kings of 
Jndah, nor any that were before him. 6. For he claye to the LosD, and de- 
parted not from following Him, but kept His coxbmandments, which the Lobd 
commanded Moses. 7. And ihe Lokd was with him : and he prospered whi- 
thersoever he went forth : and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and 
served him not. 8. He smote the Philistines, even unto Ckua, and the borders 
thereof from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city. 9. And it came 
to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of 
Hoshea son of Elah kmg of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up 
against Samaria, and besieged it. 10. And at the end of three years they took 
it : even in the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is the ninth year of Hoshea king 
of Israel, Samaria was taken. U. And the king of Assyria did carry away 
Israel imto Assyria, and put them in Halah and in Habor by the river of 
Gozan, and in the cities of the Modes : 12. Because they obeyed not the 
voice of the Lobd their God, but transgressed His covenant, and aU that Moses 
the servant of the Lobd commanded, and would not hear them, nor do them. 
13. Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of 



4. Highplaces. With some ex- 
ceptions. See ch. xxiii. 13, 14. In 
these places the Lobd indeed was 
worshipped, but not in the ap- 
pointed manner. God ordained 
that sacrifice should be offered in 
the temple at Jerusalem and no 
where else. See a longer account 
of Hezekiah's reformation, in 2 
Chron. xxix. — xna.. 

The brasen serpent. Nwooih, xxi. 
8, 9. It was a figure and type of 
the crucified Jbsus, and worthj of 
reverence; but being abused to 
superstitious purposes was deserv- 
edly destroyed. 

Nehushtan. " A thing of brass." 

5. Like him. In the special vir- 
tues for which he is praised, viz., 
restoring the purity of worship, 
and maintaining exact conformify 
with the Mosaic law. 2 Chron. 
zxxi. 21. 

7. Rebelled. From the time of 
the submission of Ahaz to Tiglath- 

gileser, (xvi. 7,) Judah had been 
eld as a fief of Assyria. This 



subordinate position Hezekiah en- 
deavoured to shake off. 

9 — 12. Schismatic Israel is fin- 
ally and hopelessly rejected. 

9. Shalmaneser. liie successor 
of Tiglath-pileser. 

Came up. To punish Hoshea 
for contracting an alliance with 
Egypt. 

10. They took it. Probably in 
the reign of Sargon, Shalmaneser's 
successor. 

11. Salah. In Mesopotamia. 
Habor, is probably the river Cha- 
boras. Gozan, Gauzanitis, a tract 
towards the north of Mesopotamia. 

Of the Medes. Sargon nad con- 
quered Media, and founded a num- 
ber of cities, which he planted with 
colonists. A portion of these were 
the Israelites. 

13. Comp. Isa. xxxvi. where the 
same narrative is found, and 2 
Chron. xxxii. 

Sennacherib. Son and successor 
of Sargon. The purpose of this 
and the second expedition was 
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.AjuyriAOomeupagauMt«H(heifflkoedoitiMof JudaJb^andto^ U. And 

Hesekiah king of Judah sent to the king of jL^syria to Laohish, wjing, I have 
offended : ratum from me : that which thou putteBt on me wHl I bear. And 
the king of Assyria appointed mito Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred 
talents of silyer and ^irty talents of gold. 15. And Hezekiah gave him 
all the silver that was found in the house of the Lobd, and in the treasures 
of the king's house. 16. At that time did Hesekiah out off the gold from the 
doors of the temple of the Lobd, and from the pillars which Heaekiah king of 
Judah had overlud, and gave it to the king of Assyria. 17. And the king of 
Assyria sent Tartan and Babsaris and iBab-shakeh from Xiachish to king Hese- 
kiah with a great host against Jerusalem. And they went up and came to 
Jerusalem. And when they were oome up, they oame and stood by the conduit 
of the upper pool, which is in the highway of the fuller's field. 18. And when 
they had called to the long, there oame out to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 
which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of 
Asaph the recorder. 19. And Bab-shakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to 
Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confldenoe is 
this wherein thou trustest ? 20. Thou sayest, (but they are but vain words,) 
I have counsel and strength for the war. Now on whom doet thou trust, that 
thou rebellest against me P 21. Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of 
this bruised reed, even upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will go into his 
}iand, and pierce it : so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on hinu 

22. But if ye say unto me, We trust in the iJoBP our God : is not that He^ 
Whose high places and Whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said 
to Judah and Jerusalem, Te shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem ? 

23. Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my lord the king of Assyria, 
and I will deUver thee two thousand horses, if thou be able oa thy part to set 
riders upon them. 24. How then wilt thou turn away the &od of one captain 
of the least of my master^s servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots 



to weaken Egypt; and it was 
by his Egyptian leanings, no less 
than by his " rebellion,* that He- 
zekiah had provoked Sennache- 
rib's anger. 

All the fenced cities. The annals 
of Sennacherib mention the cap- 
ture of forty-six cities. 

14. Lachish, In the south of 
Judah, south-west of Jerusalem, 
and therefore on the road to 
Egypt. 

I ha/oe offended. We are too 
apt, at the ^t attack, to fauit, and 
repent of having renotinced and 
withstood the world. 

17. JPVvi» Lachish. Which he 
was besieging. This was in defi- 
ance of the treaty lately made 
witli Hezekiah, and probably took 
place after his return firom Egypt. 



Aaainst Jerusalem, As the devil 
sends his angels against Gk)D'8 
Church. 

By the condtdt. The pipe or 
channel whichcondncted the water 
from the sDring beneath the temple 
to the Pool of Siloam, at the south- 
east comer of the city. Hezekiah 
had cut off the water, that it might 
not be available for the besiegers. 
2 Chron. xxzii. 3. 

18. The scribe. Secretary. Re- 
corder. Chronicler. 

19. Bdb-shaJbeh. "Cup-bearer." 
From his knowing Hebrew, he 
may have been an apostate Jew. 
w. 26, 28. 

23. Owe pledges. ''MaJce a 
wager." The Jews were forlndden 
to multiply horses (Deut. xvii. 16), 
a command so well kept by Heze- 
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and for honemen ? 85. Am I now oome up -without the Lobd againtt thU 
place to destroj it ? The Lobd said to me, Ck> up against this land, and de« 
stroy it 26. Then said Eliakim the son of HUklah, and Shebna, and Joah, 
unto Bab-shakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thj servants in the Syrian language | 
for we understand it : and talk not with us in the Jews' language in the ears 
of the people that are on the walL 27. But Bab-shakeh said unto them, Hath 
my master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these words ? hath he 
not sent me to the men which sit on the wall, that they may eat their own 
dung, and drink their own piss with you ? 28. Then Bab-shakeh stood and 
cried with a loud voice in the Jews* language, and spake, saying, Hear the word 
of the great king, the king of Assyria : 29. Thus saith the king, Let not 
Hezekiah deceive you : for he shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand : 
30. Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lobd, saying, The Lobd will 
surely deUver us, and this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king 
of Assyria. 31. Hearken not to Hezekiah : for thus suth the kins of Assyria, 
Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me, and then eat ye 
every man of his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one 
the waters of his cistern : 32. Until I come and take you away to a land like 
your own land, a land of com and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land 
of oil olive and of honey, that ye may Uve, and not die : and hearken not unto 
Hezekiah, when he persuadeth you, saying, The Lobd will deliver us. 33. Hath 
any of the gods of the nations delivered at all his land out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria ? 34. Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad ? where 
are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah ? have thej delivered Samaria out 
of mine hand ? 35. Who are they among all the gods of the countries, that 
have delivered their coimtry out of mine hand, that the Lobd should deliver 
Jerusalem out of mine hand ? 36. But the people held tiieir peace, and an- 



kiah as to excite Bab-shakeh's ridi- 
cule. Aa though he had said, " I 
will wager, that if I gave you 2000 
horses you oould not find riders 
for them." 

25. He S&J9 this merely to ter- 
rify his auditors, who would not 
be likely to resist a divine mission. 
Thus ** Satan is transformed into 
an angel of light." 2 Cor. xi. 14. 

27. Which sit on the wall. The 
enemy tries to seduce the un- 
learned. 

That thev manf, See, To teach 
them that tney would be reduced 
to the utmost extremiiy in the 
si^e. 2 Chron. xxxii. 11. 

29. The deyil persuades souls to 
distrust their appointed teachers. 

3U Ckme out. The tempter 
say^, Be reconciled to the world, 
come out of iike Church, leave the 
troublesome restraints of religion, 



and you shall live in ease and 
pleasure. 

32. Toalwnd,Sfc, Such ore the 
devil's promises to unstable souls. 

84. Mamath, See on Zeoh. iz. 

Arpojd, A Syrian city. Its 
exact site is unknown. 

Sepharvaim, This city was sit- 
uated on the Euphrates about 
twenly miles above Babylon. It 
was also called Sippara, " the city 
of the sun." 

Hena and Ivah were also on the 
!E)uphrates, but their sites have not 
been identified. Ivah is also writ- 
ten Ava. 

Have they. Have the ^ods of 
Samaria P 2 Chron. xxxii. 19: 
" They spake against the God of 
Jerusalem, as against the gods of 
the people of the earth, which were 
the work of the hands of men." 

36. Held theh" j^eace. It is 
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B^rared him not a word ; for the king's commandment was, saying. Answer 
him not. 37. Then oame Ehakim the son of TTilkiah, which was oyer the 
household, and Shehna the scrihe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder, to 
Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Eah-shakeh. 



wise never to parley with the 
tempter. 

37. Bent. In grief at Eab- 



shakeh's blasphemy, and the im- 
minent danger that threatened 
them. 



THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTEE TEINITY. 
MoBKDra. 2 Kings xix. 

Ood aids those who trust in Him, and preserves them /ram the doom of those 
who have cast Him off, \Fwrnotes, see Isa. xxxvH., First Sunday qfler Christ- 
mas,'] Psalm Ixxvi, is thought to have been written in memory qfthe overthrow 
qf the Assyrians, 

1. And it came to pass, when king Hez^ldah heard it, that he rent his clothes, 
and covered himself witii sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lobd. 
2. And he sent Eliakim, which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, 
and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the 
son of Amoz. 3. And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is 
a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy : for the children are come to 
the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth. 4. It may be the Lobd 
thy God will hear all the words of Bab-shakeh, whom the king of Assyria his 
master hath sent to reproach the liying Gk)D ; and will reprove the words 
which the Lobd thy Gk)D hath heard : wherefore lift up thy prayer for the 
remnant that are left. 5. So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 
6. And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, GPhus saith the 
Lobd, Be not afiraid of the words which thou hast heard, with which the 
servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7. Behold, I will send 
a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumom*, and shall return to his own 
land ; and I will cause him to fsdl by the sword in his own land. 8. So Bab- 
shakeh returned, and found the kins of Assyria warring against Libnah : for 
he had heard that he was draarted m)m Lachish. 9. And when he heard say 
of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight against thee : 
he sent messengers again unto Hezekiah, saying, 10. Thus shall ye speak to 
Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God in Whom thou tmstest de« 
ceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered into the hand of the king 
of Assyria. U. Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of AasfxuL have 
done to aU lands, by destroying them utterly : and shalt thou be deliveTCKl? 
12. S[ave the gods of the nations delivered them which my fiE^hers have de- 



9. Messengers, The impious 
letters of Sennacherib are types 
of the writings of evil men who 
thus try the faith of the saints, 



and endeavour to persuade t^m 
to leave the Church of Chbist for 
the synagogue of Satan. 
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stroyed ; as G-02an, and Haran, and Bezepb, and the children of Eden which 
were in Thelasar ? 13. Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, 
and the king of the citj of Sephanraim, of Hena, and Ivah ? 14. And He- 
Eckiah receiyed the letter of the hand of the messengers, and read it : and 
Hezekiah went up into the house of the LosD, and spread it hefore the LosD. 
15. And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O Lobd Gk)D of Israel, 
Which dwellest between the cherubims, Thou art the God, eyen Thou alone, of 
all the kingdoms of the earth ; Thou hast made heayen. and earth. 16. Lobd, 
bow down Thine ear, and hear : open, Lobd, Thine eyes, and see : and hear 
the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent him to reproach the liying 6k)D. 
17. Of a truth, Lobd, the kings of Assyria haye destroyed the nations and 
their lands, 18. And haye cast their gods into the fire : for they were no 
gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone : therefore they haye 
destroyed them. 19. Now therefore, O Lobd our God, I beseech Thee, saye 
Thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that 
Thou art the Lobd God, eyen Thou only. 20. Then Isaiah the son of Amoz 
sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the Lobd 6k)D of Israel, That which thou 
hast prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I haye heard. 21. This 
is the word that the Lobd hath spoken concerning him; The yirgin the 
daughter of Zion hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn ; the daughter 
of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. 22. Whom hast thou reproached 
and blasphemed P and against whom hast thou exalted thy yoice, and lifted up 
thine eyes on high ? eyen against the Holy One of IsraeL 23. By thy mes- 
sengers thou hast reproached the Lobd, and hast said. With the multitude of 
my chariots I am come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of 
Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, and the choice fir trees 
thereof : and I will enter into the lodgings of his borders, and into the forest 
of his Carmel. 24. I haye digged and drunk strange waters, and with the 
jsole of my feet haye I dried up all the riyers of besieged places. 25. Hast 
thou not heard long ago how I haye done it, and of ancient times that I haye 
formed it P now haye I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste 
fenced cities into ruinous heaps. 26. Therefore their inhabitants were of small 
power, they were dismayed and confounded ; they were as the grass of the 
field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the house tops, and as com blasted 
before it be grown up. 27. But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and 
thy coming in, and thy rage against Me. 28. Because thy rage against Me 
and thy tumult is come up into Mine ears, therefore I will put My hook in 
thy nose, and My bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by 
which thou earnest. 29. And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this 
year such things as grow of themselyes, and in the second year that whicH 
springeth of the same ; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant yine- 



12. Eden, A part of Mesopo- 
t'amia so called. 

TJieldsar is thonght to have 
been an advanced post on the Eu- 
phrates, garrisoned by the Eden- 
ites. 

23. The lodgings of his borders. 
Into every place of Judaea where 
inhabitants are found. 

24. St/range waters. Brought 



in aqueducts from distant parts ; 
or, waters in a foreign land. 

The sole of my feet. As a hus- 
bandman dries up a riU by turning 
the stream into another channel 
with his foot. Or, it may refer 
to the multitude of soldiers who 
drank up every river wherever 
they came. The same thing is 
said of the army of Xerxes. 
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yards, and eat the fruits thereof. 30. And the remnant that is escaped of the 
house of Judah shall jet aeain take root downward, and bear fruit up-word. 
31* For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out 
of mount Zion : the zeal of the Lobd of hosts shall do this. 32. Theiefoie 
thus saith the Lobd concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into 
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a 
bank against it. 33. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, 
and shall not come into this city, saith the Lobd. 34. For I will defend this 
city, to saye it, for Mine own sake, and for My seryant Bayid's sake. 35. And 
it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lobd went out, and smote in 
the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and fiye thousand : and when 
they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 36. So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at 
ISTineyeh. 37. And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of 
Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the 
sword : and they escaped into the land of Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son 
reigned in his stead. 



30. Spiritually : Some of the 
Jews, convinced by the teaching 
and miracles of Chbist and His 
Apostles, shaU be buried with 
Him in baptism, and rising to the 
new life shall spread the Gospel 
far and near. Xisa. Ixyi. 19. 

35. Camp. At Libnah. 

36. See an allusion to Senna- 
cherib's tyraimy after his return, 
in Tobit i. 18. 

37. Nisroch, The god of war, 
worshipped imder the form of an 
eagle. 



Armenia, Marg. : " Airarat." 
Atract of country in the mountains 
of Ararat. Armenia at this time 
was independent of the Assyrian 
monarchs and generally hostile to 
them. Take Assyria as repre- 
senting the devil's kingdom, and 
the crime of Sennacherib's sons 
reminds us of Chbist's words to 
the Jews, S. John viii. 44 : "Ye 
are of your father the devil, and 
the lusts of your father ye will do. 
He was a murderer &om the be- 
ginning." 



EvBNiNGi-. 2 Kings zziiL 

The doom pronounced against the achismatical altar U now fulfilled three 
hundred years qfter the prediction. The reformation of offences in God's tpor- 
ship draws down blessings upon king and people. But there is no security 
without perfect obedience and heart service ; and though treacherous Judah is 
not finally rejected like schismatical Israel ^ yet she is punished for a time by 
exile Jrom the land qf promise, 

1. And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of Judah 
and of Jerusalem. 2. And the Mng went up into the house of the Lobd, 
and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and 
the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small and great : and he 
read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was found 



1. 0[%e king. Josiah. Comp. 
with this chapter 2 Chron. xxxiv. 
' — ^zxxvi. ; Jer. xxv. — ^xxviii. 



2. The book of the covenant. 
Supposed to be Deuteronomy. 
See xxii. 8. The law had been 
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^ house of the Lobd. 3. And the king stood by a pillar, and made a 
nt before the Lobd, to walk after the Lobd, and to keep His command- 
ments and His testimonies and His statutes with all their heart and all their 
soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. 
And all l^e people stood to the covenant. 4. And the king commanded Hil- 
kiah the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the 
door, to bring forth out of the temple of the Lobd all the vessels that were 
made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven : and he 
burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes 
of them unto Beth-el. 5. And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the 
kings of Judah had ordained to bum incense in the high places in the cities of 
Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem ; them also that burned in- 
cense unto Baal, to the sun, and td the moon, and to the planets, and to all the 
host of heaven. 6. And he brought out the grove firom the house of the Lobd, 
without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, 
and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves 
of the cMdren of the people. 7. And he brake down the houses of the 
sodomites, that were by the house of the Lobd, where the women wove hang- 
ings for the grove. 8. And he brought all the priests out of the cities of 
Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, from 
Geba to Beer-sheba, and br^e down the high places of the gates that were 
in the entering in of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were 
xm a man's left hand at the gate of the city. 9. Nevertheless the priests of 
the high places came not up to the altar of the Lobd in Jerusalem, but they 
did eat of the imleavened bread among their brethren. 10. And he defiled 
Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man 



altogether forgotten and lost in 
the oarkness of these later times. 

3. Bt/ a pillar. Where his 
throne was ; xi. 14 ; 2 Ghr. xxxiv. 
31. 

4. For the grove. For Ashta- 
roth, the moon. 

Kidron. The stream that flowed 
at the base of the hiU on which the 
temple stood, on the east of the 
city. 

Unto Bethel. The chief seat of 
the idolatrous and schismatic wor- 
shk). See note 1 Kings xiii. 1. 

D. The grove. The image of the 
grove, as ver. 4. See xxi. 7. 

Of the people. 2Chron.xxxiv.4: 
** Upon the graves of them that 
had sacrificed unto them." This 
he did in order to defile the ^ves 
and make them abominable m the 
eyes of his subjects. 

7. Sodomites. See on 1 Kings 
xxii. 46. 



N 2 



BTangings, used as tents for the 
unnatural'and abominable ceremo- 
nies of their idolatrous worship. 

8. Geba, A city in Benjamin, 
the northern boimdary of the king- 
dom of Judah. 

Sigh places of the gates. Erect- 
ed here for the purpose of offer- 
ing sacrifice to the tutelary gods 
of the city. 

Gate of Joshua. Idols, both 
public and private, were destroyed. 

9. Came not up. Josiah pun- 
ished the priests who had wor- 
shipped the Lobd in unlawM 
ways by debarring them from of- 
ficiating as priests in the temple.* 
See Ezek. xliv. 10—14, from 
which it appears that the^r were 
reduced to the grade of Levites. 

Urdea/oened bread. Thejr were 
to be maintained by the ofi^rings. 
Comp. Lev. xxi. 22, 23. 

10. Topheth. "A drum," or 
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might make hiB son or hk daughter to pass through the fire to ll^fech. 
U. And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given wFHtie 
sun, at the entering in of the house of the Lord, hy the chamber of Nathan- 
melech the chambeorlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned the chariots of 
the sun with fire. 12. And the altars that were on the top of the upper 
chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which 
Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the Lobd, did the king 
beat down, and brake them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into 
the brook Kidron. 13. And the high places that were before Jerusalem, 
which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the 
king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, 
and for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abo- 
mination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile. 14. And he brake 
in pieces the images, and cut down the groves, and filled their places with the 
bones of men. 15. Moreover, the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high 
place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat^ who made Israel to sin, had made, 
both that altar and the high place he brake down, and burned the high jilace^ 
and stamped it small to powder, and burned the grove. 16. And as Josiah 
turned himself, he spied the sepulchres that were there in the mount, and sent, 
and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar, 
and polluted it, according to the word of the Lobd, which the man of GrOD 
proclaimed, who proclaimed these words. 17. Then he said. What title is 
that that I see P And the men of the city told him. It is the sepulchre of the 
man of GtOD, which came from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou 
hast done against the altar of Beth-eL 18. And he said, Let him alone ; let 
no man move his bones. So they let his bones alone, with the bones of the 
prophet that came out of Samaria. 19. And all the houses also of the high 
places that were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had ma^e 
to provoke the Lobd to anger, Josiah took away, and did to them according 
to all the acts that he had done in Beth-el. 20. And he slew all the priests 
of the high places that were there upon the altars, and burned men's bones 



" cymbal," so called because dedi- 
cated to Moloch, who was wor- 
shipped with the sound of this 
instrument, which was probably 
used to drown the cries of the 
children immolated in his honour. 
The Valley of Hinnom was a deep 
ravine ("Ge") on the south and 
south-east of Jerusalem, called Ge- 
henna, and used as the type of hell. 

11. The horses. Either statues 
or live animals dedicated to the 
sun. 

12. Of Ahaz. The idolatrous 
altars erected on the flat tops of 
their palaces by the kings. 

JKanasseh. Ch. xxi. 6. 

13. Right hand of the mount of 
corrwption. I.e., on the south side 



of the Mount of Olives. The 
motmt of corruption, or ** of of- 
fence," was one of tie four sum- 
mits of Olivet. It was so named 
from the idolatrous worship estab- 
lished there by Solomon. 1 Kings 
xi. 7. 

15. Se hraJce down. According 
to the prediction, 1 Kings xiii. 2. 
We are reminded of the day of 
judgment. 

18. Tliat came out of Samaria. 
The old prophet who brought the 
man of God back. (1 Kings xiii. 
11.) He had removed from Sa- 
maria to Bethel. 

20. The priests. Those not of 
the seed of Aaron, but appointed 
by Jeroboam and other kmgs. 
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upon them, and returned to Jerusalem. 21. And the king commanded all the 
people, saying. Keep the passover unto the LoBD your God, as it is written in 
the hook of this covenant. 22. Surely there was not holden such a passoyer 
from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of t&e kings 
of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah ; 23. But in the eighteenth year of 
king Josiah, wherein this jMissoTer was holden to the Lobd in Jerusalem. 
24. Moreover the workers with ^uniliar spirits, and the wizards, and the 
images, and the idols, and all the abominations that were spied in the land of 
Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might perform the 
words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found 
in the house of the Lobd. 25. And like unto him was there no king before 
him, that turned to the Lobd with all his heart, and with all his soul, and 
with all his mighty according to all the law of Mbses ; neither after him arose 
there anylike hun. 26. Notwithstanding the Lobd turned not from the fierce- 
ness of His great wrath, wherewith His anger was kindled against Judah, be- 
cause of all the provocations that Manasseh had provoked Him withal. 27. And 
the Lobd said, I will remove Judah also out of My sight, as I have removed 
Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house 
of which I said, My Name shall be there. 28. Now the rest of the acts of 
Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the. book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Judah P 29. In his days Fharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt went 
up against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates : and king Josiah went 
against him ; and he slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen him. 30. And 
Ins servants carried him in a chariot dead from Megiddo, and brought him to 
Jerusalem, and buried him in his own sepulchre. And the people of the land 
took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his 
fJEither's stead. 31. Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began 
to reign ; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And his mother's name 
was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lobd, according to all that his &thers had 
done. 33. And Pharaoh-nechoh put him in bands at Biblah in the land of 
Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem j and put the land to a tribute 
of an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. 34. And Fharaoh- 
nechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his fiither. 



22. Stick a passover. See the 
description, 2 Chron. xxxv. 1 — 19. 

24. The words of the law. Deut. 
xriii. 10, &c. 

26. God visits the sins of fa- 
thers upon their children; and 
Josiah's reformation reached not 
to the hearts of the people. 

29. JPharaoh-nechoh. Neco, or 
Neku, the son and successor of 
Fsammeticus I. 

Went against him. Josiah seems 
to haye been bound by his oath 
of vassalage to the Assyrians, to 
guard the frontier. The remnant 
of Israel, as well as JTudah, ac- 



knowledged his authority. Comp. 
verses 15, 19. 

He slew him. Josiah was 
wounded by an accidental shot, 
and was carried home and died. 
(2 Chron. XXXV. 22— 24.) He was 
mercifully taken from the evil to 
come. 

30. Jehoahaz. The younger son, 
Eliakim being the eldest. Comp. 
verses 31, 36. Jehoahaz is the 
Shallum of Jeremiah xxii. 11. 

33. Biblah in the lamd <f Ha- 
math. A town of Syria on the 
Orontes. Hamath is the same as 
Epiphania. 
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and turned hiB name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away : and he came to 
Egypt, and died there. 35* And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to 
Pharaoh ; hut he taxed the land to give the money according to the com- 
mandment of Pharaoh : he exacted the silver and the gold of the people of 
the land, of every one according to his taxation, to give it unto Fharaoh- 
nechoh. 36. Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began, to 
reign ; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name wds 
Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Bumah. 37. And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the LosD, according to all that his Mhers had done. 



34. Turned his name to Jehoia- 
him. As a badge of vassalage, 
and in order to testify that ne 



ascribed his victory over the As- 
syrians to Jbhovah, the God of 
Israel. 2 Chron. xxxv. 21, 22. 



FOUETEENTH SUNDAY AFTEE TEINITY. 

MoBNisra. Jeremiah v. 

The Church of God and individual Christians have the Lord's work to do, 
and if they do it carelessly and imperfectly, He cuts them off and casts them 
from Him. This we have seen in the case qf Israel, which, severed from the 
source qf grace and vitality, had decayed more and more, till it was punished 
with hopeless captivity. Now in the case of Judah we mark the process qf 
'* purging** {S, John xv, 2) a true but urfait^l Church or Christian. In this 
chapter is described the fearful state of moral degradation into which Judah at 
large had fallen qfter the death of Josiah t how the people were adding sin to 
sin, and filling up the measure of their iniquity, and thereby increasing their 
sorrows. Jeremiah is eminently a type of the " Man qf Sorrows,*' full of pity 
and grief, — the Good Shepherd going after His lost sheep, and torn with the 
thorns from which He saves them, — and sets forth Christ* s intimate knowledge 
of, and infinite compassion for, Christian souls. 

1. Bun ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and 
know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be 
any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth ; and I will pardon it. 
2. And though they say. The Lobd liveth ; surely they swear falseiy. 3. O 
LoBD, are not Thine eyes upon the truth P Thou hast stricken them, but they 
have not grieved ; Thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive 
correction : they have made their fisices harder than a rock ; they have refused 



1. The broad places. Market- 
places, places of concourse. 

A man. Even one. Comp. Gen. 
xviii. 23, sqq. 
It. Jerusalem. 

2. God loyes those whose hearts 
are one with their words. " As the 
LoBD liveth," the common form 
of oath, was no guarantee of truth. 

3. The Prophet speaks to the 



LoBD. "They cannot deceive 
Thee ; Thou lookest to the truth." 

Stricken, With light punish- 
ment. 

Grieved. Foj their sins. God 
punishes to amend. Comp. Isa. 
1. 5. 

Consumed. With heavy afllic- 
tions. 

Faces. They had no shame left. 
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to retnm. 4b. Therefore I said, Surely these are poor ; they are foolish : for 
they know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their GK>d. 5. I 
will get me imto the great men, and will speak unto them ; for they have 
known the way of the Lobd, and the judgment of their God : but these 
have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds. 6. Wherefore a 
lion out of the forest shall stay them, and a wolf of the erenings shall spoil 
them, a leopard shall watch over their cities : eyery one that goeth out thence 
shall be torn in pieces : because their transgressions are many, and their back- 
slidines are increased. 7. How shall I pardon thee for this ? thy children 
haye rorsaken Me, and sworn by them that are no gods : when I had fed them 
to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselyes by troops 
in the harlots' houses. 8. They were fed as horses in the morning : eyery one 
neighed after his neighbour's wife. 9. Shall I not yisit for these things P saith 
the Lobd : and sluJl not My soul be ayenged on such a nation as this P 
10. Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy ; but make not a fidl end : take 
away her battlements ; for they are not the Lobd's. 11. For the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah haye dealt yery treacherously against Me, saith 
the Lord. 12. They haye belied the Lobd, and said, It is not He ; neither 
shall eyil come upon us ; neither shall we see sword nor famine : 13. And 
the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in them : thus shall it be 
done unto them. 14. Wherefore thus saith the Lobd G^d of hosts, Because 
ye sp^ this word, behold, I wHl make My words in thy mouth fire, and this 



4. The Prophet, the type of the 
All-merciful Jbsus, pleads that 
perhaps ignorance is an excuse 
for the poor and rude vulgar ; the 
corruption may not extend to the 
learned. 

5. Grreatmen. E.g., priests and 
princes. 

But these. These great men are 
worse than the poor. 

6. A lion, &c. Nebuchadnezzar, 
with his army. He is called a 
lion, from his ]p)wer and ferocity ; 
a wolf, from ms voraciousness ; a 
leopard, from the craft and celerity 
of his movements. To Christians 
these three evil beasts are figures of 
the devil, the flesh, and the world. 

7. 2% children, No longer 
Mine, because they oleave to 
other gods. 

• J^ed. Filled them with blessings. 

Adultery, Both bodily, and 
spiritual, tnat is, idolatry. 

9. Visit. Ps. Ixxxix. 32: "I 
will visit their trans^ession with 
the rod, and their miquity with 
stripes." 



10. God calls upon the enemy 
mentioned in ver. 6 to punish Je- 
rusalem ; yet He mingles mercy 
with judgment. 

Battlements, Those things in 
which we place too great con- 
fidence and security. Comp. Deut. 
xxviii. 52. 

Not the Lorc^s. The people have 
profaned the holy city, and God 
dwells with them no longer. 

12. Belied. Given the lie to. 
They would not see God's hand 
in what had befallen them, attri- 
buting all their calamities to 
chance or natural causes. 

13. These are still the words of 
the unbelieving Jews : the pro- 
phets are vain and false, tneir 
predictions shall be proved vain, 
and the Word of God is not in 
them, and "thus shall it be done 
unto them," their prophecies of 
evil shall return on their own 
heads. 

14. Thv mouth, Jeremiah's. 
Mre, !N"ot wind, as ye say, ver. 

13. As quick and certain in effect 
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people wood, and it ahall deToar them. 15. Lo, I will bring a nation upon 
you from £u*, O house of Israel, saith the Lobd : it is a mighty nation, it ia an 
ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither under- 
standest what ther say. 16. Their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all 
mighty men. 17. An^ they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which 
thy sons and thy daughters should eat : they shall eat'up thy flocks and thine 
herds : they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig-trees : they shall impoyeriah 
thy fenced cities, wherein thou tmstedst, with the sword. 18. Keverthdees in 
those days, saith the Lobd, I will not make a full end with you. 19. And it 
shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore doeth the Lobd our Gob all 
these things unto us P then shalt thou answer them. Like as ye have forsaken 
Me, and served strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a land 
that is not ^ours. 20. Declare this in tiie house of Jacob, and publish it in 
Judah, saying, 21. Hear now this, O foolish people, and witJbout under- 
standing; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not: 
22. Fear ye not Me ? saith the Lobd : wiU ye not tremble at My presence, 
which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree^ 
that it cannot pass it : and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can 
they not prevail ; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it P 23. But 
this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and 
gone. 24. Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the Lobd our 
God, That giveth rain, bot^ the former and the latter, in his season : He re- 
serveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest. 25. Your iniquities have 
turned away these things, and vour sins have withholden good things from 
you. 26. For among My people are found wicked men : they lay wait, as he 



as fire applied to wood. There is 
probably an allusion to Jehoia- 
tim's act of audacious wickedness 
in burning the written roll which 
contained the threatened judg- 
ment. Ch. xxzvi. 

15. A nation. The Babylo- 
nians. This was threatened, Deut. 
xxviii. 49. 

House of Israel. The two re- 
maining tribes are thus called 
after the captivity of ten. 

Ancient. Founded bv Nimrod. 

Thou knowest not. And there- 
fore they will be deaf to cries for 
mercy. 

16. An open sepulchre. They 
shall deal death with their ar- 
rows. 

17. Comp. Deut. xxviii. 31—33. 
19. So snail ye serve stranaers. 

Thus heretics are oast out of the 
Church. 
21. Foolish. God means that. 



even without the precept, they 
might have known hotter by na- 
tural religion and reason. 

See not. Ye have no spiritual 
perception. 

22. I look not for perfection, 
but I expect reverence and grati- 
tude. 

24. In their heart. They haTe 
silenced even their natural con- 
science. 

The former and the latter. In 
the spring and autumn. See here 
an emblem of the Law and the 
Gospel, or preventing and perfect- 
ing grace, mspiration and perse- 
verance. 

The appointed weeks. Between* 
the Passover and Pentecost ; or. a 
fit and dry season. 

25. These things. Fruitful sea- 
sons, &o. Isa. y. 6. 

26. Wicked men. Impioufi, 
atheists. 
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that setteth snares ; they set a trap, thej catoh men. 27. As a cage is full of 
birds, so are their houses full of deoeit : therefore they are become great, and 
waxen rioh. 28. They are waxen &t, they shine: yea, they overpass the 
deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the &ther- 
less, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge. 
29. Shall I not visit for these thmgs P saith the Lobd : shall not My soul be 
avenged on such a nation as this P 30. A wonderful and horrible thing is 
oommitted in the land ; 31. The prophets prophesy fidsely, and the priests 
bear rule by their means ; and My people love to have it so : and what wUl ye 
do in the end thereof P 



Thev catch men. Not as the 
Apostles, to save them alive, but 
to ruin and destroy their souls. 

27. A cage, A decoy-cage. 

Mic\, Like the rich man in the 
parable, S. Luke xii. 19 : *' And I 
will say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many 
years ; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry." 

31. Prophets — priests. The 
*' great men" to whom God sent. 



ver. 6. The horrible thing is that 
the pretended prophets speak lies 
to please the people, while priests 
ana people applaud, and encou- 
rage, ana love to be deceived. 

ISear rule. Retain their hold 
over the people by conniving at 
the lying predictions of the pro- 
phets. 

In the end. In your i)unish- 
ment, your captivity. What will 
ye do m the judgment? 



EvBNnro-. Jeremiah xxii. 

This chapter contains GodU Judgment upon certain qfthe kings qfjudah with 
a last ejphortation to repentance^a warning to every Churchy nation, and indi' 
vidual, lest they abuse the favour qf God, 

1. Thus saith the Lobd ; Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and 
^eak there this word, 2. And say, Hear the word of the Lobd, O king of 
Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy 
people that enter in by these gates : 3. Thus saith the Lobd ; Execute ve 
judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the 
oppressor : and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, 
nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. 4b. For if ye do 
this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates. of this house lAngs 
sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his 
servants, and his people. 5. But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by 
Myself, saith the Lobd, that this house shall become a desolation. 6. For 
thus saith the Lobd unto the king's house of Judah ; Thou art Gilead unto 



1. Go down. From the temple. 
This prophecy was delivered in 
the reign of Jehoiakim, imme- 
diately after the events of the 
nineteenth and twentieth chapters* 

2. Oking of Judah, Whatever 
is addressed to the royal house is 
also spoken to prelates and clergy. 



8. The prophet warns the king 
what he must do to avoid the 
coming judgment. 

4. of this house. Of Sion, the 
royal city. Comp. xvii. 26. 

6. Gilead was the forest-land 
and pasture-land of Palestine, the 
most fertile part of the country ; 
3 
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Me, and the head of Lebanon : yet snrely I will make thee a wilderness, and 
cities which are not inhabited. 7. And I will prepare destroyers against thee, 
erery one with his weapons : and they shall cut down thy choice cedars, and 
cast them into the fire. 8. And many nations shall pass by this city, and they 
shall say eyery man to his neighbour. Wherefore hath the Lobd done thus 
unto this great city? 9. Then they shall answer, Because 'they have forsaken 
the corenant of the Lobd their G-OD, and worshipped other gods, and served 
them. 10. Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him : but weep sore 
for him that goeth away : for he shall return no more, nor see his natiye 
country. 11. For thus saith the Lobd touching Shallum the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which went forth 
out of this place ; He shidl not return thither any more : 12. But he ^lall 
die in the place wluther they have led him captire, and shall see this land no 
more. 13. Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and 
his chambers by wron^ ; that useth his neighbour's service wi&out wages, and 
givetli him not for .his work ; 14. That saith, I will build me a wide house 
and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows ; and it is cieled with cedar, 
and painted with yermilion. 15. Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thy- 
self m cedar ? did not thy fiither eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, 
and then it was well with him P 16. He judged the cause of the poor and 
needy ; then it was well with him : was not this to know Me ? saith the Lobd. 
17. &ut thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for 
to .shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it. 18. 
Therefore thus saith the Lobd concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah ; They shall not lament for him, saying. Ah my brother ! or. Ah sister ! 
they shall not lament for him, saying, Ai lord ! or, Ah his glory I 19. He 
shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the 
gates of Jerusalem. 20. Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice 



Lebanon was the highest and 
grandest ranee of moimtauis. The 
meaning is : Though thou art rich, 
and flourishinff, and supreme, yet 
thou shalt be brought down. 

7. Destroyers, The Chaldseans. 

Choice cedars. The dhief of the 
people. 

^9. Comp. Deut. xxviii. 37; 
zxix. 24, 25. 

10. De<id, The good Josiah. 
Sim that goeth OAioay, Jehoa- 

haz, son of Josiah, who was carried 
captive to Egjpt, and died there. 
So he who is cut off from the 
Church shall never see heaven. 

11. Shallvm, The same as Je- 
hoahaz. See 2 Kings xziii. 30, 
34. 

13. This woe is pronounced 
against Jehoiakim or Eliakim, 
made king by Pharaoh-Nechoh, 



in place of his brother Jehoahaz. 
2 £ings xxiii. 34. 

That buildeth his house. He 
took not warning from his bro- 
ther's fate, for " he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lobd, 
according to all that his fathers 
had done," and "did abomina- 
tions." 2!Eangsxxiii. 37;2Chron. 
xxxvi. 8. 

15. Did not thy father. Did 
not Josiah enjoy ms royal wealth 
without offending God r 

16. To know Me. To love, and 
reverence, and serve Me. 

18. Ah. These are parts of the 
usual funeral dirge. 

19. Buried. Sis burial is not 
mentioned in Kings or Chronicles. 

20. The prophet calls ironically 
on Jerusalem or on Jehoiakim, the 
feminine gender being used in re- 






FOTTBTBBKTH 8TTNDAT APTEB TBINITT. 



276 



in Basban, and cry from the passages : for all thy lovers are destroyed. 21. I 
spake unto thee in thy prosperity ; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This 
niftth been thy manner from thv youth, that thou obeyedst not My yoice. 
22. The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy loyen shall go into oap- 
tiyity : surely then shalt thou be asluuned and confounded for all thy wicked- 
ness. 23. O inhabitant of Lebanon, that maJsest thy nest in the cedars, how 
praoious shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, the pains as of a woman 
in travail ! 24. As I live, saith the Lobd, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah were the signet upon My right hand, yet would I pluck thee 
thence ; 25. And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, 
and into the hand of them whose &ce thou fearest, even into the hand of IN'e- 
buohadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans. 26. And 
I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, 
where ye were not bom ; and there shall ye die. 27. But to the land where- 
unto they desire to return, thither shall they not return. 28. Is this man 
Coniah a despised broken idol P is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure ? wliere- 
fore are they cast out, he and his seed, and are oast into a land which they 
know not P 29. O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lobd. 30. Thus 
saith the Losd, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in 
his days : for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of 
David, and ruling any more in Judah. 



proach of his effeminacy, to go to 
the hills and cij aloud to the* 
neighbouring nations for help. 

From the passages. From the 
roads or passes of the country. 

2% lovers. The Egyptians and 
others upon whom thou didst 
lean. 

22. The iovnd. Thy chief men 
shall be utterly dispersed and de- 
stroyed, as chaff is driven by the 
wind, or as a hot, dry wind blasts 
vegetation. Isa. xli. 16 ; Jer. iv. 
12, 13. 

23. Inhabitant [Marg. : inha- 
bitress] of Lebanon, Jerusalem 
(or Jehoiakim, as ver. 20), so ad- 
dressed from the luxury and splen- 
dour of her buildings. 

Gracious, Acceptable, being 
softened by sorrows. 

24. Coniah, the same as Jehoi- 
achin and Jeconiah, and suc- 
cessor to Jehoiakim. " tTb-coniah" 
means " Preparation of the Lobd." 
Jeremiali calls him "Prepared," 



or "Preparation," omitting the 
first syllable, and implying that 
he is " prepared" for destruction. 
26. 3% mother, Nehushta. 
See 2 Kings xxiv. 8, 12, 15. 

28. Is this man. A question of 
surprise. Is this the man once so 
honoured, now of no more value 
than a broken idol P 

Kis seed. Children, probably 
bom to him in'Babylon. 2 Eings 
XXV. 27. See on v. 30. 

29. As men obey Me not, hear 
thou, inanimate creation. Earth, 
that trembles at the presence of 
God (Ps. cxiv. 7), reproaches the 
dulness of man. 

30. Childless, as to a natural 
successor, though he had children, 
(1 Chron. iii. 17, 18.) Salathiel 
(S. Matt. i. 12) was an adopted 
son. See S. Luke iii. 27. Chbist 
was descended from David through 
Nathan, the line of Solomon end- 
ing in Jeconiah. 
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTEE TEINITY. 

MoBKnra. Jeramiali zxx7. 

Tke conduct qfiheReehabites, in adhering consistently to the traditions of their 
fathers, is in exact contrast to that qf Jehoiakim and the Jews, who had de- 
parted Jrom the laws and customs of their fathers^ and thus had brought a curte 
tfpon themselves, 

1. The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LoBD in the days of Je- 
hoiakim the 8on of Josiah king of Judah, saying, 2. Gk> unto the house of the 
Bechabitee, and speak imto t£em, and bring them into the house of the Lou), 
into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink. 3. Then I took Jaaza- 
niah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his 
BonI, and the whole house of the Bechabites ; 4. And I brought them into 
the house of the Lobd, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of Ig- 
daliah, a man of God, which was bj the chamber of the princes, which was 
abore the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door : 
5. And I set before the sons of the house of the Bechabites pots full of wine, 
and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye wine. 6. But they said. We will 
drink no wine : for Jonadab the son of Bechab our fiither commanded ua, say- 
ing. Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for eyer : 7. Neither 
shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant yineyard, nor have any : but all 
your days ye shall dwell in tents ; that ye may uve many days in the land 
where ye hie strangers. 8. Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son 
of Bechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our 
days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daught<ers ; 9. Nor to build houses for 
us to dwell in : neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed : 10. But we 
have dwelt in tents, and have obeved, and done according to all that Jonadab 
our fitther commanded us. 11. But it came to pass, when Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said. Gome, and let us go to 
Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the 



2. BechMtes. They were Ke- 
nites, descendants probably of Je- 
thro, the father-in-law of Moses. 
See 2 Kings x. 15; 1 Chron. 
ii. 66. 

House of the Lord, Either in 
order that their conduct might be 
more known; or to reprove the 
priests. 

Ghive them wine. To try them, 
for their own improvement, but 
chiefly to provoke the Jews to 
emidation and to convict them of 
disobedience. 

4 The chamber. There were 
several chambers adjoining the 
temple for the use of the priests 



and Levites, and as sacristies and 
vestries. 

A man of God, A prophet. 
2 Kings iv. 7. 

Chamber of the princes. Where 
their oflferings were kept. 

6. Our father. The prohibition 
had now lasted 300 years. 

7. Thai ye may live. Aloof 
from the cares and distractions of 
the world, the Bechabites, like 
true Christians now, regarded 
themselves as strangers and pil- 
grims. 

11. The Syrians. They were 
engaged with the Chaldeans in 
this war. 2 Kings zziy. 2. 
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Syrians : bo we dwell at Jerosalem. 12. Then came the word of the LosD 
unto Jeremiah, Baying, 13. ThuB saith the JLosd of hosts, the Qod of Is- 
rael; Q-o and teU the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
Will ye not reoeiye instruction to hearken to My words? saith the liOBS. 
14. The words of Jonadab the son of Bechab, that he commanded his sons 
not to drmk wine, are performed ; for unto this day they drink none, but 
obey their father's commandment : notwithstanding I haye spoken unto you, 
rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto Me. 15. I have 
sent also unto you all My serrants the prophets, rising up early and sending 
them, saying, Betum ye now every man from his evil way, and amend 
your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell 
in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers : but ye have 
not inclined your ear, nor hesurkened unto Me. 16. Because the sons of Jona- 
dab the son of Bechab have performed the commandment of their feither, which 
he commanded them ; but this people hath not hearkened unto Me : 17. There- 
fore thus saith the Lobd God of hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, I will luring 
upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have 
pronounced against them : because I have spoken unto them, but they have 
not heard ; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered. 18. And 
Jeremiah said unto the house of the Beohabites, Thus saith the Losd of hosts, 
the God of Israel ; Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your 
&ther, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath 
commanded you : 19. Therefore thus saith the Lobd of hosts, the God of 
Israel ; Jonadab the son of Bechab shall not want a man to stand before Me 
for ever. 



So we dwell at Jerusalem, This 
was a necessity at the present 
time, and is therefore hot imputed 
to them as a fault. 

19. For ever. The Eechabites 
seem to have been preserved when 
the final captivity took place, and 



to have enjoyed the privilege of 
worshipping at Jerusalem. Some 
say that they continued a distinct 
family to our Lobd's time, and 
were among the first converts to 
Christianity. 



EvENiira. Jeremiah zxxvi. 

The very reverse qf the obedience of the Rechabitee is seen in the conduct of 
Jehoiakim and his people f which indeed was the proximate cause of the punish' 
ment qf Judah. By burning the roll which contained God*s threatened judgment 
the king deliberately r^ected Him^ and therefore for a time the Lord cast 
Judah off. 

1. And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the Lobd, saying, 
2. Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have 
spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, 
from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 



1. In the Jburih year. Nebu- 
chadnezzar now was about to 
invade Judah. 2 Kings zziy. 1. 

2. A roll. The Jewish manu- 



scripts were written upon long 

scrolls of parchment, which were 

afterwards rolled round two sticks. 

F^om the days of Josiah. Je- 
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3. It may be that the house of Jtidah -will hear all the eyil which I purpose 
to do unto them ; that they may return every man from his evil way : that I 
may forgive their iniquity and tneir sin. 4b. Then Jeremiah called Bamch the 
son of Neriah : and Baruoh wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the worda 
of the Lobs, which He had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. S. And 
Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up *, I cannot go into the 
house of the Lobd : 6. Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou 
hast written from my mouth, the words of the Lord in the ears of the people 
in the Lobb's house upon the futing day : and also thou shalt read them in 
the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities. 7. It may be thej will 
present their supplication before the Lobd, and will return every one from his 
evil way : for great is the anger and the fury that the Lobd hath prononnoed 
against this people. 8. And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all 
that Jeremian the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of 
the Lobd in the Lobd s house. 9. And it came to pass in the fifth year of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they pro- 
dedmed a &at before the Lobd to all the people in Jerusalem, and to aJl the 
pDople that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. 10. Then read 
Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the Lobd, in the 
chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher ooart, at 
the entry of the new gate of the Lobd's house, in the ears of a& the people. 
U. When Michaiah the son of Gtemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out 
of the book aU the words of the Lobd, 12. Then he went down into the 
king's house, into the scribe's chamber : and, lo, all the princes sat there, even 
Ehshama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son 
of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hana- 
niah, and all the princes. 13. Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words 
that he had heard, when Baruoh read the book in the ears of the people. 
14. Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of She- 
lemiah, the son of Oushi, unto Baruch, saying. Take in thine hand the roll 
wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the 
son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. 15. And they 
said unto him. Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in 



remiah was to write a catalogue of 
the offences of God's people from 
the time of Josiah's reformation, 
and to denounce the coming judg- 
ment. 

3. It may he, God speaks thus 
in regard to the changeableness 
and uncertainty and free will of 
man. Amos v. 15 ; Ezek. xii. 3. 
So 8. Luke xx. 13: "It may be, 
they will reverence him when they 
see him." 

5. I am shut up. Under re- 
straint, though not actually in 
prison. Comy. v. 19. 

6. The foisting do/v, A public 
fast ordained probably in order to 



avert the danger which threatened 
from the Chaldeans. There was 
still a certain outward respect for 
the name of God amid much self- 
will and real irrelLzion. 

7. It may be. See on v. 3. 

8. Beading, In the next year. 
See w. 9, 10. 

10. The chamber qf Gemariah, 
Where the council sat. It appears 
to have looked into the htgher 
court, the upper part of the court 
of the people, where the multitude 
was assembled and could hear what 
passed in the council chamber. 

New gate. Built by Jotham. 
2 Kings XV. 35. 
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their ears. 16. Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they 
were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruoh, We will surely tell the 
king of all these words. 17. And they asked Baruch, saying. Tell us now. 
How didst thou write all these words at his mouth ? 18. Then Baruoh an- 
swered them. He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I 
wrote them with ink in the book. 19. Then said the princes unto Baruch, Gk>, 
hide thee, thou and Jeremiah ; and let no man know where ye be. 20. And 
they went in to the king iato the court, but the^ laid up the roll in the chamber 
of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words m the ears of the king. 21. So 
the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll : and he took it out of Elishama the 
scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears . 
of all the princes which stood beside the king. 22. Now the king sat in the 
winterhouse in the ninth month : and there was a fire on the hearth burning 
before him. 23. And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or 
four leayes, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the 
hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 
24. Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor 
any of his servants that heard all these words. 25. Nevertheless Ehmthan 
and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would 
not bum the roll : but he would not hear them. 26. But the kine com- 
manded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Aznel, and 
Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the pro« 
phet : but the Lobd hid them. 27. Then the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch 
wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 28. Take thee again another roll, 
and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim 
the king of Judah hath burned. 29. And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, Thus saith the Lobd : Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast 
thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and 
destroy this land, and sh^ cause to cease from thence man "and beast? 
30. Therefore thus saith the Lobd of Jehoiakim king of Judah ; He shall have 
none to sit upon the throne of David : and his dead body shall be cast out in 
the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. 31. And I will punish him 
and hiB seed and his servants for their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the 



16. Were afraid. As "Felix 
trembled," yet did not change his 
conduct. Actsxxiv.25. Compare 
the first effect of the preaching of 
S. John the Baptist. 

22. Winter-house, The luxury 
of the kings of Judah had pro- 
vided separate dwellings for the 
hot and cold seasons. Compare 
Amos iii. 15. The " ninth month" 
answered to parts of ourNovember 
and December. 

23. Leaves. Probably the co- 
lumns into which the writing was 
•divided. 

He cut it. The king cut it, and 



threw it into the fire, thus denying 
God's authority and scorning His 
threats. Infidels are against Scrip- 
ture, because Scripture is against 
them. 

26. Son of Hammelech. Marg. : 
" Or, • of ihe king,' " as in chap, 
xxxviii. 6. Comp. 1 Kings xxii. 26 . 
Jerahmeel may nave been of the 
royal family, if not Jehoiakim's . 
son. 

30. Shall be cast out. Com- 
pare chap. xxii. 19. His son Je- 
hoiachin, after a reign of Ihree 
months, was carried away to Ba- 
bylon, being succeeded by his un- 



280 



SIZTSBNTH SUNDAY iLFTBB TBINITY. 



ovil that I hftye pionounced against them ; but they hearkened not. 32. Tbea 
took Jeremiah another roll, and gaye it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah ; 
who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which 
Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire : and there were added be- 
sides unto them many like words. 



ole Zedekiah, the last king of 
Judah. 
32. Thns the sentence pro- 



nounced was again recorded with 
an aggrayated doom. 



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTEE TEINITY. 

MoBNiNd. Ezekiel ii. 

Bzekiel prophesied in Babylonia during Judah* s captivity, while God's redeiiiotu 
people were undergoing their punishment. Their sins had turned God's/ace 
Jirom them, but as they had not partaken of Israel's schism, they were not whoUy 
cut offfrwn means of grace and hope of restoration. Indeed henctforih the re- 
storation begins. Ezekiel* s prophecy comes especially home to Chriztiatts, the 
Israel qf God in the Babylon of the world. The Jews in their captivity are also 
a type qf fallen man, and the prophet, the ** Son of Man,** is a type of Him Who 
brought tidings of restoration, while He denounced man's sin. In this chtqtter 
we read the prophet* s divine commission, and exhortation to holy courage^ and 
see the Scripture delivered to him — a fit instruction for a minister qf God. 

1. And He said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thj feet, and I will speak 
unto thee. 2. And the Spirit entered into me when He spake unto me, and 
set me upon my feet, that I heard Him That spake unto me. 3. And He said 
unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious na- 
tion that hath rebelled against Me : they and their fathers haye transgressed 
against Me, eyen unto tms yery day. 4. For they are impudent childron and 
stm-hearted. I do send thee unto them ; and thou shalt say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lobd God. 5. And they, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, (for they .are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that' there hath 
been a prophet among them. 6. And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and 

He had 
Dan. X. 



1. m said. The Word of God 
Who appeared unto him. Chap. 
L 26—28. 

Son of man. This title is used 
eighty-six times in this book, and 
shows the connexion between Eze- 
kiel's prophecy and the Gospel, and 
Ezekiel's character and Chbist, 
to whom the name " Son of man" 
is constantly applied by Himself. 
It is a title of nunulitnr, used espe- 
cially, when the prophet is called 
to thoi^ion of heavenly things. 



Stand upon thy feet. 
fallen prostrate, i. 28; 
9,10. 

2. The Spirit. He could not 
rise till God gave him the aid of 
His Spirit. Compare Eev. xi. 11. 
So the word preached profiteth 
not without the Spirit. 

3. I send thee. God appoints 
Ezekiel to speak in the person of 
the Son of man. 

6. Though briers and thorns he 
with thee. As Chbist wore His 
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ihou dost dwell among scorpions : be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed 
at their looks, though they be a rebellious house. 7. And thou shalt speak 
My words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear : for 
they are most rebellious. 8. But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto 
thee ; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house : open thy mouth, and 
eat that I give thee. 9. And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto 
me ; and, To, a roll of a book was therein ; 10. And He spread it before me : 
and it was written within and without : and there was written therein lamen* 
tations, and mourning, and woe. 



crown of thorns. Among scor- 
pions, even the "generation of 
vipers" spoken of in the Gosnel. 
So Chbist says to His disciples, 
" Behold, I send yon forth as 
sheep in the midst of vrolves." 
And, " Fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul." S. Matt. x. 16, 28. 

7. 2 Tim. iv. 2: "Preach the 
word : be instant in season, ont of 
season: reprove, rebuke, exhort 
witli all longsuffering and doc- 
trine." 

8. £lat. Meditate and digest. 



Thus the mouth of Jeremiah was 
touched by the hand of God, giv- 
ing him power of speech. See 
Eev. X. 9, 10 ; and Ezek. iii. 1—3. 

9. An hand. " All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God." 2 
Tim. iii. 16; compare 2 S. Pet. 
1.21. 

10. Within and without. On 
both sides of the sheet. Scrip- 
ture has an outward and literal, 
and an inward and spiritual sense. 

Lamentations — woe. Such are 
the Scriptures to the reprobate 
and impenitent. 



EvEHiNG. Ezekiel xiii. 

God's vengeance is declared against false teachers who mislead His people, 
TVtte prophets warn without flattening, 

1. And the word of the Lobd came unto me, saying, 2. Son of man, pro- 
phesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them 
that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the Lobd ; 
3. Thus saith the Lobd GtOD ; Woe unto the roolish prophets, that follow 
their own spirit, and have seen nothing ! 4. O Israel, thy prophets are like 
the foxes in the deserts. 5. Te have not gone up into the gaps, neither made 
up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the 
Lobd. 6. They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The Lobd 

2. Prophets. As we read of 
Baal's " prophets." Such are he- 
retical and schismatical teachers. 

Out ofth^r own hearts. With- 
out being inspired and sent by God. 

3. Nothing. Ko vision. 

4. Like the foxes. Crafty, trea- 
cherous, hiding from the light, and 
fearful in danger. 

6. Into the gaps. Ye have not 
stood in thebreach,like traepriests 



interceding for the people, stand- 
ing between God's vengeance and 
sinners. Compare Ps. cvi. 23. 

Made up the hedge. Or " the 
wall." An idea taken from tiie 
defenders of a city, who, when a 
breach is made in their wall, build 
a new one within it, to prevent 
the entrance of the enemy. 

6. They ha/oe seen. Theur visions 
are false, their predictions Ses. 
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laith : and the Lobd hath not sent them : and they hare made others to liope 
that they would confirm the word. 7. Have ye not seen a yain viBion, and 
have ye not spoken a lying diyinationi whereas ye say, The Lokd saith it ; 
albeit I haye not spoken P 8. Therefore thus saith the Lobd GK>d ; Because 
ye haye spoken yanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against yon, saii^ 
the Lobd God. 9. And Mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see yanity, 
and that diyine lies : they shall not be in the assembly of Mj people, neither 
■hall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, nei&er shall they 
enter into the land of Israel ; and ye shall know that I am the Lobd God. 
10. Because, eyen because they haye seduced My people, saying, Peace ; and 
there was no peace j and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with 
untempered morter: 11. Say unto them which daub it with untempered 
XDorter, that it shall Ml : there shall be an oyerflowiug shower ; and ye^ O 
great haibtones, shall fall ; and a stormy wind shall rend it. 12. XiO, when 
the wall is fidlen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing where- 
with ye haye daubed it ? 13. Therefore thus saith the Lobd Qod ; I ynll eyen 
rend it with a stormy wind in My fiiry ; and there shall be an OTerflowing 
shower in Mine anger, and great hailstones in My fury to consume it. 14. So 
will I break down the wall that ye haye daubed with imtempered morter, and 
brine it down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be discoyered, 
and it shall &11, and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof : and ye shall 
know tiiat I am the Lobd. 15. Thus will I accomplish My wrath upon the 
wall, and upon them that haye daubed it with untempered morter, and will say 
unto you, The waU is no more, neither they that daubed it ; 16. To wit^ tbo 
prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see yisions 
of peace for her, and there is no peace, eaiiSi the Lobd God. 17. Likewise^ 
thou son of man, set thy HenGe against the daughters of thy people^ which pro- 
phesy out of their own heart; and prophesy thou against them. 18. And 
say, Thus saith the Lobd God ; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all 



Made others to hope. By their 
perseverance and assurance they 
make their hearers expect that 
their prophecies will be con- 
firmed. 

9. Intheasaemhhiof My people. 
In the church. llieir place snail 
be in the Synagogue of Satan. 

In the writing. The register. 
The land of Israel, The rest of 
God's people. 

10. A wall. The yain confi- 
dences which these false prophets, 
one after the other, build around 
their dupes. Or, the one who 
built, is Israel, who promised itself 
safety from Eeypt or from else- 
where; and me others are the 
prophets who encouraged the peo* 
pie m tiieir yain expectation. 

Unfhnpered morter, Morter 



thcit has no cementing power, 
mud without straw to bmd it to- 
gether, which the first violent rain 
will wash away. Metaphorically : 
slight and palliating remedies, 
loose and unsound teaching. 

11. An overflowing shower, Ee- 
ferring to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem by the Chaldeans, which 
would prove the falsehood of their 
prophets. 

17. The daughters. False pro- 
phetesses, who plied their trade 
for lucre's sake. 

18. That sew pillows to all arm- 
holes. Marjpin : " Or, * elbows.' " 
That teach raise security and self- 
indulgence. The Jews ate lean- 
in^ on their elbows, and the effe- 
mmate used cushions to lean 
upon. 



8EVKNTEENTH SUNDAY AFTEB TBINITY. 



283 



annholes, and make kerohiefb upon the head of eyerj stature to hunt souls I 
Will ye hunt the souls of My people, and will ye save the souls alive that come 
unto you ? 19. And will ye pollute Me among My people for handfuls of 
barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to 
save the souls aliye that should not Uye, by your lying to My people that hear 
your lies P 20. Wherefore thus saith the LoBD God : Behold, I am against 
your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will 
tear tiiem from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt 
to make them fly. 2X. Your kerchiefe idso will I tear, and deliver My people 
out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted ; and 
ve shall know that I am the Lobd. 22. Because with lies ye have made the 
heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad ; and strengthened the 
hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by pro- 
mising him life : 23. Therefore ye shall see no more yanity, nor divine divi- 
nations : for I will deliyer My people out of your hand : and ye shall know 
that I am the Lobd. 



Make Jcerchitfs. Th.e kerchief 
completed the women's head dress. 
.The prophetesses taught friyolity 
and luxTiry. Or, it may be, that 
the phrase refers to the blinding 
of tne eyes, the deception, prac- 
tised on those who trusted them. 

(y every stature. Of every age 
and condition. 

To hunt souls. To catch them 
and make them their prey. 

Save the souls alive. Lulling 
them into false security amid their 
sins. 

19. Pollute Me. Profane God's 
Name by pretending His autho- 
rity for their counsels. 



For handlfuls, Sfc. For the 
meanest reward. 

To sla/y. By prononncing sen- 
tence of death a^inst the righ- 
teous, and promising life to the 
wicked. See w. 18, 22. 

Who hear. Who give heed to. 

20. Yovnr pillows wherewith, Sfc. 
The effeminate luxury by wluch 
ye make souls fly like birds into 
your nets. 

22. Promisirig him life. With- 
out repentance. 

23. Nor divine. Ye shall no 
longer practise the arts of divina- 
tion. Compare Acts xix. 19. 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTEE TRINITY. 

MOBSIKO. Ezekiel xlv. 

There is no hope of restoration till the cause of siti is put away and the par~ 
ticular sin is repented of. God hates hypocrisy f and will not accept outward 
conversion without a change qf heart. Each man also must repent for himself 
The intercession qf the holiest men will not avail without personal repentance, 

1. Then came certain of l^e elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. 
2. And the word of the Lobd came unto me, saying, 3. Son of man, these 
men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their 
iniquity before their £m» : should I be enquired of at all by them P 4. There- 



1. Sat hrfore me. To enquire 
of the Lobd at the prophet's 
month. 



3. Set up their idols. Are still 

in their hearts inclined to idolatry. 

Stumblingblock qf their iniquity. 
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fore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus sjuth the Lord Gob ; Eyeiy 
man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth 
the stumhlingblock of hb iniquity before his face, and oometh to the prophet ; 
I the Lord wiU answer him that oometh aooording to the multitude of his 
idols s 5. That I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because 
they are all estranged &om Me through their idols. 6. Therefore say unto tiie 
house of Israel, gSius saith the Lord God ; Bepent, and turn yourselyes from 
your idols: and turn away your faces from all your abominations. 7. For 
erery one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojoumeth in Israel, 
which separateth himself from Me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and 
putteth the stumhlingblock of his iniquity before his &ce, and cometh to a 
prophet to enquire of him concerning Me j I the Lord will answer him by 
Myself: 8. And I will set My £aee against that man, and will make him a 
sign and a proyerb, and I will cut him off from the midst of My people ; and 
e shall know that I am the Lord. 9. And if the prophet be deceiyed when 
le hath spoken a thing, I the Lord haye deceiyed that prophet, and I will 
stretch out My hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of My 
people Israel. 10. And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity : 
the punishment of the prophet shall be eyen as the punishment of him that 
seeketh unto him ; 11. That the house of Israel may go no more astray from 
Me, neither be polluted any more with all their transgressions ; but that th^ 
may be My people, and I may be their God, saith the Lord God. 12. The 
word of the Lord came again to me, saying, 13. Son of man, when the land 
sinneth against Me .by trespassing grieyously, then will I stretch out Mine 
hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send 
£unine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it : 14. Though these 
three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should dehyer but their own 
souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord God. 15. If I cause noisome 



I 



Idols, the instruments of their sin. 
They polluted God's worship with 
heathen rites. 

4. Of the house of Israel. Of 
the covenanted peo^e. 

According to. I will answer 
him as bents one stained with 
idolatry. 

5. That I may take. Catch, 
convince them in their own con- 
sciences, when they shall perceive 
that I know their secret idolatries. 
Or, suffer them to be deceived by 
the false prophets and idols upon 
whom they nave set their heart, 
ajs V. 9. 

6. Repent, viz., of your special 
sin ; this is the first step of faith. 
We must renounce the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, before we can 
believe God's revelations, or keep 
His law. 

8. Make him a sign, Sfe, A 



fearful example. Deut. xxviii. 37. 
This is God's " answer" to such. 

9. The2>rophet, The false pro- 
phet. 

I have deceived. I have suffered 
him to be deceived. 1 Kings 
xxii. 23. Such is the doom on the 
wicked in the days of anti-Christ. 
2 Thess. ii. 11, 12 : "And for this 
cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe 
a lie: that they all might be 
damned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrigh- 
teousness." 

13. Staff qf the bread. Bread 
which is the staff of life. Lev. 
xxvi. 26. 

14. There is a day of grace, (S. 
Luke xix. 42,) and a day of judg- 
ment when intercession wiU not 
avail. 

These three men. They are 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TBTNITT. 



285 



beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that 
no man may pass through because of the beasts ; 16. Though these three 
men were in it, as I liye, saith the Lobd God, they shall deliyer neither sons 
nor daughters ; they only shall be delivered, but the land shall be desolate. 
17. Or u I bring a sword upon that land^ and say. Sword, go through the 
land ; so that I cut off man and beast from it : 18. Though these three men 
were in it, as I live, soith the Lord God, they shall deliyer neither sons nor 
daughters, but they only shall be delivered themselves. 19. Or if I send a 
pestilence into that land, and pour out My tarj upon it in blood, to out off 
from it man and beast ; 20. Though NoaJi, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I 
live, saith the Lobd 6k>D, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter ; they 
shall but deUver their own souls by their righteousness. 21. For thus sailj^ 
the Lobd God ; How much more when I send My four sore judgments upon 
Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pesti" 
lence, to cut off from it man and b^st ? 22. Tet, behold, therein shall be 
left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and daughters : behold, 
thev shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings : 
and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jeru- 
salem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. 23. And they shall 
comfort you, when ye see their ways and their domgs : and ye shall know that 
I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lobd God. 



chosen as eminent for piety and 
intercession: Noah, becanse he 
obtained mercy at a time of uni- 
versal destruction for himself and 
bis family, and a promise from 
God, that He woula never again 
brin^ a flood upon the eadJi; 
Pamel, the "man of desires," 
then young, and to be Ezekiel's 
successor, because he interceded 
for his people and won the promise 
of their restoration ; and Job, be- 
cause he was appointed by God 
to pray for his friends. 

19. In blood. In many forms 
of death. 



21. ffoto much more. If one of 
these judgments is so terrible and 
destructive, how much more so 
are all four together. 

22. A remnant. The Church 
is punished, yet not given over to 
destruction. 

Brought forth — come forth un» 
to you. Some shall be brought 
from Jerusalem captive into Chal- 
daea to prove to ;^ou by their do- 
ings that they are rightly punished. 

Shall he comforted. Ye shall 
grieve less for your own troubles 
when ye see now just is God's 
vengeance. 



Evsim^o. Ezekiel zviii. 

Thi» chapter thotts the termi on which alone remiesion of sins is obtained. 
The Jews had thought that God would overlook individual sins, having regard 
only to His promise to the nation. The prophet tells them that every one shall 
bear his own burden, and that national restoration is to be effected by individual 
reformation. 

1, The word of the Lobd came unto me again, saying, 2. What mean ye, 
that ye use thb proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The &ther8 have 



2. Concerning the land of Israel, 
With respect to the desolation 
brought upon it. 



The fathers, &c. A profime re- 
flection on the second Command- 
ment. Ex. XX. 5 ; Deut. v. 9 : 
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eaten Bonr grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge ? 3. As I Uye, saitii 
the LoBD God, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel 
4. Behold, all souls are Mine ; as the soul of the &ther, so also the soul of the 
son is Mine : the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 5. But if a man be jnst^ and 
do that which is lawful and right, 6. And hath not. eaten upon the moun- 
tains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither 
hath defiled his neighbour's wife, neither h&ih. come near to a menstruonB 
woman, 7. And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his 

E ledge, hath spoiled none by yiolence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and 
ath covered the naked with a garment ; 8. He that hath not given forUi upon 
usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from 
iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man and man, 9. Hath walked 
in if y statutes, and hath kept My judgments, to deal truly ; he is just, he 
shall surely live, saith the Lord God. 10. If he beget a son that is a robber, 



comp. Jer. xxxi. 29, 30, and notes 
there. In things temporal chil- 
dren axe often punished for their 
fathers* sins, but before God every 
soul shall stand or fall by its own 
doings. And the Jews liad them- 
selves imitated their parents' evil 
ways, and therefore deservedly 
sunered like punishment. 

3. Ye shall riot have occasion, 
God will plainly prove His equity. 

4. Are Mine. By creation. 

5 — 9. God sets forth His justice 
in five cases. First, the case of a 
just man, without regard to the 
relations of father and son, &c. 

6. Just Before God. 

Lawful amd right, Margm: 
"judgment and justice." The 
former implies obedience to out- 
ward law, the second refers to the 
faith from which the obedience 
springs. So that the phrase comes 
to, " Who acts rightly from right 
principle." 

6. Maten iwon the mountains. 
Feasted on the sacrifices offered 
upon high places to false gods. 
Eating of such sacrifices was nold- 
ing communion with idols. Comp. 
1 Cor. X. 18— 21. All these points 
(ver. 6 — 9) are mentioned to show 
that all sin must be avoided by 
the "just" man. 

lAftedup his eyes. In desire, 
or prayer. 



Of the house of Israel, Not only 
those of heathen nations, but those 
which have the sanction of the 
(apostate) Church. 

Neither hath come near, Ac A 
law for married persons. Lev. 
xviii. 19. Comp. 1 Thess. iv. 4: 
" That every one of you should 
know how to possess his vessel in 
sanctification and honour." 

7. Sath restored. £x.xxii. 26,26. 

Sath given, &c.. Hath be- 
stowed alms of his own substance 
to those really in want, 

ffath covered. S. Matt. xxv. 
35, 36. So should Christians en- 
deavour to clothe with the graces 
of the Spirit those who are naked 
of love and good works. 

8. Upon uswy. This was for- 
bidden to be practised toward Is- 
raelites (Ex. xxii. 25), but was per- 
mitted toward strangers. (Dent 
xxiii. 19, 20.) Cheist, speaJdnc 
of usury, says : " Do good, ana 
lend, hoping for nothing again." 
S. Luke vi. 35. 

9. Se is just. 1 S. John iii. 7 : 
"He that doeth righteousness is 
righteous." 

Shall surely live. Shall escape 
temporal calamity, and shall hre 
the life of grace here and of gloiy 
hereafter. Amos. y. 4. 

10 — 13. The case of the evil son 
of a good father, dying in his sin. 
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a shedder of blood, and that doeth the like to any one of these things, 
11. And that doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon Uie 
mountains, and defiled his neighbour's wife, 12. Hath oppressed the poor 
and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath 
lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed abomination, 13. Hath giyen 
forth upon usury, and hath taken increase : shall he then Hye ? he shall not 
live : he hath done all these abominations ; he shall surely die ; his blood shall 
be upon him. 14. Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his fiither's sins 
which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like, 15. That hath 
not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of 
the house of Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour s wife, 16. Neither haUi 
oppressed any, hath not withholden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by vio- 
lence, but hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked wiUi 
a garment, 17. That hath taken ofi^ his hand from the poor, that hath not 
received usury nor increase, hath executed My judgments, hath walked in My 
statutes ; he shall not die for the iniquity of his &ther, he shall surely live. 
18. As for his &ther, because he cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by 
violence, and did that which is not good among his people, lo, even he shaU 
die in his iniquity. 19. Tet say ye. Why ? doth not the son bear the iniquity 
of the £Ekther ? When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and 
hath kept all My statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely Hve. 20. The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
fikther, neither shall the &ther bear the iniquity of the son : the righteousness 
of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be 
upon him. 21. But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath 
committed, and keep all My statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, 
he shall surely live, he shall not die. 22. AU his transgressions that he hath 
committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him : in his righteousness that 
he hath done he shall live. 23. Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked 
should die ? saith the Lobd GtOD : and not that he should return from his 
ways, and live P 24. But when the righteous tumeth away from his righte- 
ousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations 
that the wicked man doeth, shall he hve P All his righteousness that he hath 
done shall not be mentioned : in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in 
his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die. 25. Tet ye say. The way 



13. Shall he then live? Viz., 
for the merits of his father? 

His blood. He shall bring de- 
straction (temporal and spiritual) 
upon himself. 

14—18. The third case : the 
good son of an evil father. 

20. Iheriahteousness, The righ- 
teous man snail stand, and be re- 
warded in his righteousness, God 
accepting at his hands the ^ood 
works which His grace hath 
wrought in him. 

21—23. Fourthly, the case of 
the sincere penitent. 



21. And keep — cmd do. Com- 
plete repentance includes satisfac- 
tion and amendment of life. 

24. The fifth case, when a righ- 
teous man dies in grievous sin. 

Shall not be mentioned. Shall 
not be taken into account. He 
sins against light, and grace, and 
conscience. 2 S. Pet. ii. 21 : " For 
it had been better for them not to 
have known the way of righteous- 
ness, than, after they have known 
it, to turn from the holy com- 
mandment delivered unto them." 
So S. Paul says, 1 Cor. ix. 27: 
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of the liOSB is not equal. Hear now, O house ot Israel ; Is not 'Mjmj 
equal? are not your ways unequal? 26. When a righteous man taraeHi 
away from his riffhteousness, and oommitteth iniquity, and dieth in them ; for 
his miquity that he hath done shall he die. 27. Again, when the wicked man 
tumeth away from his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth liiat 
which is lawral and right, he shall save his soul alive. 28. Becauae he coor 
udereth, and tumeth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, 
he shall surely Uve, he shall not die. 29. Yet saith the house of Israel, The 
way of the Lobd is not equal. O house of Israel, are not My ways equal ? 
are not your ways unequal ? 30. Therefore I will judge yon, O house cH 
Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lobd God. Bepent and 
turn yourselyes from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your 
ruin. 31. Gast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have tnns- 
gressed ; and make you a new heart and a new spirit : for why will ye die, 
house of Israel ? 32. For I haye no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
saith the Lobd God ; wherefore turn yourselyes, and Hye ye. 



" I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection : lest that by 
any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a 
castaway." Comp. Heb. vi. 4 — 6 ; 
Ps. cxxv. 5. 

26. In them. In iniquities. 
One sin leads to many. 



30. Everyone, IndiyiduaHy, in 
particular. 

Z\, Make you. Be not satisfied 
with outward conformity or legal 
righteousness, but use your See 
wul, and work with the grace of 
God, and purify your hearts by 
repentance and obedience. 



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTEE TEINITY. 

MoBinEira. Ezekiel xx. 

The prophet pronounces heaey condemnation against those who, knowing bet- 
ter , despise and abuse the means and opportunities of grace. Yet amid the 
general ruin, the faithful ** little flock** shall be safe. 

1. And it came to pass in the seyenth year, in the fifth month, the tenth day 
of the month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to enquire of the Lobd, 
and sat before me. 2. Then came the word of the Lobd unto me, saying, 
3. Son of man, speak unto the elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lobd God ; Are ye come to enquire of Me ? As I liye, saith the Lobd 
God, I will not be enquired of by you. 4. Wilt thou judge them, son of 



1. In the seventh year. From 
the captivity of Jehoiachin. Comp. 
i. 2 ; viii. 1. 

Sat hefore me. See on xiv. 1. 

3. To enquire of Me. Theirs 
was the hypocrisy of the will: 



convinced of the duty of inward 
obedience, they wilfully satisfied 
themselves with the merest out- 
ward observance of religious forms. 
4. Wilt thou judge ? Marg. : 
" plead for them." 
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man, wilt thou judge them ? cause them to know the abominations of their 
£Ebthers : 5. And say unto them, Ihus saith the LoBD God ; In the day when 
I chose Israel, and lifted up Mine hand unto the seed of the house of Jacob, 
and made Myself known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up 
Mine hand unto them, saying, I am the LosD your God ; 6. In the day that 
I lifted up Mine hand unto them, to bring them forth of the land of Egypt 
into a land that I had espied for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is 
the glory of all lands : 7. Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every man 
tlie abomination of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt : 
I am the Lobd your God. 8. But they rebelled against Me, and would not 
hearken unto Me : they did not every man cast away the abominations of their 
eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt : then I said, I will pour out 
My Airy upon them, to accomplish My anger against them in the midst of the 
land of Egypt. 9. But I wrought for My Name's sake, that it should not be 
polluted before the heathen among whom they were, in whose sight I made 
Myself known unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt. 
lO. Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and 
brought them into the wilderness. 11. And I gave them My statutes, and 
shewed them My judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them. 
12. Moreover also I gave them My sabbaths, to be a sign between Me and 
them, that they might know that I am the Lobd That sanctify them. 13. But 
the house of Israel rebelled against Me in the wilderness : they walked not in 
My statutes, and they despised My judgments, which if a man do, he shall 
even live in them ; and My sabbaths they greatly polluted : then I said, I 
would pour out My fury upon them in the wilderness, to consume them. 
14. But I wrought for My Name's sake, that it shoidd not be polluted before 
the heathen, in whose sight I brought them out. 15. Yet also I lifted up My 
hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land 
which I had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of 
all lands ; 16. Because they despised My judgments, and walked not in My 
statutes, but polluted My sabbaths : for their heart went after their idols. 
17. Nevertheless Mine eye spared them from destroying them, neither did I 
make an end of them in the wilderness. 18. But I said unto their children 



Cause them to know, Remind 
them of their forefathers* con- 
tinued disobedience. Acts vii. 51 : 
" Ye do always resist the Holt 
Ghost ; as your fathers did, so 
do ye." 

5. Lifted up Mine hand, Sware, 
made promise and vow, as ver. 15, 
&c. Gen. xiv. 22. 

7. The abomination of his eyes. 
Idols to which they looked for. 
help. 

8. Land of Egypt, As though 
God had said, If tney will not keep 
My covenant, they shall die with 
the Egyptians. 

9. I wrought I did that which 



I did, not for their sake, but for 
My Name's sake, that the heathen 
mi^ht not think that I could not 
deliver them. So the "Name" 
of Chbist is our salvation. 

11. Live in them. He shall en- 

1*oy the life promised to those who 
Leep the law. Gal. iii. 12. 

12. Sabbaths, The observance 
of the seventh day, seventh year, 
&c. 

A Stan, As appointed by God 
Himself for special purposes of 
worship, and to separate them 
from the heathen, and as a type 
of rest in Chbist. 

18. Unto their children. After 
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in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your fitthersi neitheF observe 
their judgments, nor deme yo\irselyes with their idols: 19. I am. the Loso 
your God ; waUc in My statutes, and keep My judgments, and do them ; 
20. And hallow My sabbaths ; and they shall be a sign between Me and yon, 
that ye may know that I am the Losd tout God. 21. Notwithstanding the 
cMdren rebelled against Me : they walked not in My statutes, neither kept 
My judgments to do them, which if a man do, he shall eren liye in them ; 
they polluted My sabbaths : then I said, I would pour out My fiiry upon 
them, to accompush My anger against them in the wildemess. 22. Never&e- 
less I withdrew Mine hand, and wrought for my Name's sake, that it should 
not be polluted in the sight of the heathen, in whose sight I brought them 
forth. 23. I lifted up Mine hand unto them also in the wilderness, that I 
woidd scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them through the coun- 
tries $ 24. Because they had not executed My judgments, but had .despised 
iS-j statutes, and had polluted My sabbaths, and their eyes were after their 
fathers' idols. 25. Wherefore I gaye them also statutes that were not good, 
and judgments whereby they shoidd not Uye : 26. And I polluted them in 
their own gifts, in that they caused to pass through the fire all that openeth 
the womb, that I might make them desolate, to the end that they might know 
that I am the Lobd. 27. Therefore, son of man, speak unto the house of 
Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith tiie Lobd God ; Yet in this your &then 
have blasphemed Me, in that . they have committed a trespass against Me. 
28. For when I had brought them into the land, for the which I lifted up 
]\iine hand to give It to them, then they, saw erery high hill, and all the thick 
trees, and they offered there their sacrifices, and there they presented the pro- 
yocatipn of their offering : there also they made their sweet savour, and poured 
out there their drink offerings. 29. Then I said unto them. What is the 
high place whereunto ye go P And the name thereof is called Bamah unto 



the forty years* wandering. Deut. 
ch. xxix. — ^xxxii. See on verse 
25. 

26. I gave them, God "gave 
them up unto their own heart's 
lusts, and let them follow their own 
imaginations." Ps. Load. 13. The 
statutes and judgments here and 
ver. 18, are the idolatrous prac- 
tices, the heathen abominations, to 
which God gave them over, be- 
cause they chose them. Eom. i. 
24; Actsvii.4i2. 

Not live. Which brought death 
with them. Contrast v. 11. 

26. I polluted them. I per- 
mitted them to pollute themselves 
in their sacrifilcial rites, wherein 
they offered their first-bom child- 
ren as burnt offerings to Moloch. 
Ps. cvi. 37, 38. 

That I might. That feeling My 



anger they m^ht be compelled to 
acknowledge Me. 

27. Yet in this. Not content 
with past transgressions. 

28. I%e2/ offered there. God 
had limited His public worship to 
one place alone; but even tnose 
Israelites who worshipped Him, 
paid their devotions in forbidden 
spots and with unlawful rites. 

The provocation of their offering. 
Their offering which provoked 
God. 

29. I said. By the Law and 
Prophets. 

Wherevmio ye ao. Instead of 
going to My temple. 

Bamah. "High place." The 
very name high plaice, instead of 
alta/r, might admonish them of 
their disobedience. Deut. xii. 13, 
14. 
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this day. 30. Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lobd 
QoD ; Are ye polluted after the maimer of your fathers ? and commit ye 
whoredom adfter their abominations ? 31. For when ye offer your gifts, when 
ye make your sons to pass through the fire, ye pollute yourselves with all your 
idols, even unto this day : and shall I be enquired of by you, O house of Israel ? 
As I live, saith the Lobd God, I will not be enquired of by you. 32. And 
that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We wiU be 
as the heathen, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone. 
33. As I live, saith the Lobd^God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a 
stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you : 34. And 
I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries 
wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, 
and with fury poured out. 35. And I will bring you into the wilderness 
of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face. 36. Like as I 
pleaded with your Others in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I 
plead with you, saith the Loed God. 37. And I will cause you to pass under 
the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant : 38. And I will 
purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against Me : 
I wOl bring them form out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall 
not enter into the land of Israel : and ye shall know that I am the Lobd. 

39. As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lobd God ; Gt> ye, serve 
ye eveiy one his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not hearken unto He : but 
pollute ye My holy Name no more with your gifts, and with your idols. 

40. For in Mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of Israel, 
saith the Lobd God, there shall all the house of Israel, all of them in the 
land, serve Me : there will I accept them, and there will I require your offer- 
ings, and the firstfruits of your oblations, with all your holy things. 41. I 
wiU accept you with your sweet savour, when I bring you out from the people, 
and gather you out of the countries wherein ye have been scattered ; and I 
will be sanctified in you before the, heathen. 42. And ye shall know that I 
am the Lobd, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the country 
for the which I lifted up Mine hand to give it to your fathers. 43. And 
there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have 
been defiled ; and ye shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your 
evils that ye have committed. 44. And ye shall know that I am the Lobd, 
when I have wrought with you for My name's sake, not according to your 
wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith 
the Lobd God. 45. Moreover the word of the Lobd came unto me, saying, 



32. As the heathen. Careless, 
and nnrestrained as they. 

33. I will awaken your con- 
science by severe judgments. 

34. I will separate you from 
evil communication. 

35. Iwillstripyouofallworldljr 
comforts, and men, in your soli- 
tude, I will set your guilt before 



yon. 

37. The rod. 



Of correction and 



power. 

I will bring you. 



I will again 



o 2 



subject yon to the covenant from 
which yon have relewed your- 
selves. 

38. They shall not enter. An 
intimation of the punishment of 
those who rejected Chbist. 

39. Go ye. Ironical, as Amos 
iv. 4 : " Come to Beth-el, and 
transgress." Comp. also 1 Kings 
xxii. 15 ; S. Matt, xxiii. 32. 

40. For in Mine holy mountain. 
In Sion, and there only, shall the 
true Israelites worship Me. The 
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46. Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy word toward 
the Aouth, and prophesy against the forest of the south field ; 47. And say 
to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the Lobd ; Thus saith the liOBD 
God ; Behold, I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall deyour eyery green tree 
in thee, and every dry tree : the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all 
itLoes ^m the south to the north shall be burned therein. 48. And all flesh 
shall see that I the Load have kindled it : it shall not be quenched. 49. Then 
said I, Ah, Lobd God ! they say of me. Doth he not speak parables ? 



only acceptable service is offered 
in me Commnnion of Saints. 

46. Forest of the south field, 
Jerusalem, called a forest (Isa. ix. 
18), as being thick-set with inha- 



bitants, good and bad, as a forest 
is with trees. See ch. xxi. 2. 

47. Ghreen tree. The righteous. 

Dry tree. The evil. Comp. S. 
Luke xxiii. 31. 



EvEimira. Ezekiel xxiv. 

The greatest prmlegeSf whether national or individualf are no preservative' 
from destructioHf if they are neglected. However dear to the Lord His people 
are. He will cast them off for their rebellion. 

1. Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the 
month, the word of the Lobd came unto me, saving, Z. Son of man, write 
thee the name of the day, even of this same day : the king of Babylon set himself 
against Jerusalem this same day. 3. And utter a parable unto the rebeUious 
house, and say unto them. Thus saith the Lobd God ; Set on a pot, set it on, 
and also pour water into it : 4. Gather the pieces thereof into it, even every 
good piece, the thish, and the shoulder ; fill it with the choice bones. 5. Take 
the choice of the flock, and bum also the bones imder it, and make it boil 
well, and let them seethe the bones of it therein. 6. Wherefore thus saith 
the Lobd God ; Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose scum is therein. 



1. In the ninth year. Of the 
captivity. 

2. Against Jerusalem. The 
siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchad- 
nezzar was revealed to Ezekiel in 
ChaldflBa the very day on whicli it 
commenced. 2 £ings xxv. 1. The 
day of graue has a determined time 
to run ; when that is past, the day 
of vengeance comes. 

3. A pot, A sacrificial vessel. 
1 Sam. li. 14. Comp. Jer. i. 13. 
Jerusalem is the ©o^ (ver. 6), a 
type of a carnal life. 

4. Every good piece. Such as 
are specially dedicated ' to God. 
Here, the chief men of the city. 



Choice hones. The most valiant 
of the people. 

5. Bu/m — the hones under it. 
Feed the fire under the pot with 
the bones of those who have been 
slain. Ch. xi. 7. The fire is the 
judgment of God, and the Chal- 
dean army. 

6. Wherrfore, Concerning this 
matter or this " parable." 

Bloody city, Jerusalem. 

8cum is therein. The pot has 
been placed- on the Bie ana left to 
itself, and its scum has accumu- 
lated. The judCTients of God 
have oidy intensmed the wicked- 
ness of Jerusalem. 
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and whose scum is not gone out of it ! bring it out piece by piece ; let no lot 
fall upon it. 7. For her blood is in the midst of her ; she set it upon the top 
of a rock ; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust ; 8. That 
it might cause raiy to come up to take yengeanoe ; I have set her blood upon 
the top of a rock, that it should not be covered. 9. Therefore thus, saith the 
LoBD God ; Woe to the bloodv city ! I will even make the pile for fire great. 
10. Heap on wood, kindle the fire, consume the flesh, and spice it well, and let 
the bones be burned. 11. Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the 
brass of it may be hot, and may bum, and that the filthiness of it mav be molten 
in it, tliat the scum of it may be consumed. 12. She hath wearied herself with 
lies, and her great scum went not forth out of her : her scum shall be in the 
fire. 13. In thy filthiness is lewdness : because I have purged thee, and thou 
wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from thy filthiness any more, till I 
have caused My fury to rest upon thee. 14. I the Lobd have spoken it : it 
shall come to pass, and I will do it ; I will not go back, neither will I spare, 
neither will I repent ; according to thy ways, and according to thy doings, 
shall they judge thee^ saith the Lobd GhOD. 15. Also the word of the Lobd 
came imto me, saying, 16. Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the 
desire of thine eyes with a stroke : yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, 
neither shall thy tears run down. 17. Forbear to cry, make no mourning for 
the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon 



No lot. Let there be no casting 
of lots to decide which to save, 
but let all perish together. Comp. 
2 Sam. viii. 2. 

7. Herhlood. Her acts of blood- 
shed are open and gloried in. 

Not upon the grcmid. See Lev. 
xvii. 13. 

8. I have set. She hath openly 
sinned, she shall be openly pun- 
ished. She hath gloned m and 
defended her guilt; it shall not 
be covered or done away. 

10. 8pice it well. To make it 
a sweeter morsel for the enemy to 
devour. 

11. That the brass. The city, 
as well as all therein, shall be de- 
stroyed. 

That the scum. The whole 
framework of society is destroyed 
in order that the defilement may 
be removed. 

12. 8hall he in the fire. The 
defilement which she would not 
cleanse away herself, shall be re- 
moved by the judgment of God. 

13. In thy filthiness. Thy de- 



filement is joined with obstinate 
contempt of warnings and judg- 
ments. 

I have purged. I have striven 
to reform thee by mercies and pun- 
ishment, &c. 

14. Shall they judge. Viz., the 
ministers of God s vengeance shall 
judge. 

16. The desire of thy eyes. The 
wife whom thou lovest, a type of 
the destruction of the Jewish 
Church. 

With a stroke. By an unex- 
pected blow. 

Neither shalt thou mourn. God 
teaches by this that the principle 
of true repentance is to be re- 
signed under God's chastisement, 
and to grieve for the cau^e of it. 

17. Sind the tire. Show none 
of the usual signs of mourning, as 
it was commanded to the priests. 
See Lev. x. 6 ; xxi. 10. Usually 
people shaved the hair, covered 
the mouth, and went barefoot in 
time of mourning. Jer. vii. 29 ; 
Job i. 20 5 2 Sam. XV. 30. 
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ihj feet, and coyer not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men. 18. So I spake 
.unto the people in the morning : and at even my -wife died ; and I did in the 
morning as I was commanded. 19. And the people said unto me. Wilt thou 
not tell ufi what these things are to us, that thou doest so ? 20. Then I an- 
swered them, The word of the Lobd came unto me, saying, 21. Speak unto 
the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I will profiuie My 
sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the desire of your eyes, and that 
which your soul pitieth ; and your sons and your daughters whom ye haTe 
left shall fall by the sword. 22. And ye shall do as I haye done : ye shall 
not coyer your lips, nor eat the bread of men. 23. And your tires shall be 
upon your heads, and your shoes upon your feet : ye shall not mourn nor 
weep ; but ye shall pine away for your imquities, and mourn one toward an- 
other. 24. Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign : according to all that he hath 
done shall ye do : and when this cometh, ^e shall know that I am the LosD 
God. 25. Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the day when I take 
from them their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and 
that whereupon they set their minds, their sons and their daughters, 26. That 
he that esoapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to hear it with 
thiue ears ? 27. In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is 
escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb : and thou shalt be a 
sign unto them j and they shall know that I am the Lobd. 



Cover not thy lips. Another 
sign of mourning. JLev. xiii. 45 ; 
Micah iii. 7. 

Bread of men. The bread usu- 
ally sent to mourners. Jer. xvi. 
7 ; Hosea ix. 4. 

18. In the morning. Of the 
next d^. 

21. 1 will profane. I will de- 
liver it into the hands of the hea- 
then, though it is very dear unto 
Me. 

The excellency of your strength. 
The chief seat of your strength. 

Whom ye have left. I.e., when 
ye were carried captive. 

23. Ye shall make no useless 
lamentations for what ye have lost, 
but shall mourn for your iniquities 
which caused you loss. 

One toward another. Sadly con- 
fessing your sins to one another. 



24. A sign. From the heavi- 
ness of his burden, and the pa- 
tience with which he bore it. 

This cometh. Viz., the destruc- 
tion of the Jewish people and 
Church, and their conduct there- 
upon. 

26. Shall come unto thee. Ful- 
filled chap, xxxiii. 21, 22. 

27. Be opened. Till the accom- 
plishment of the prophecy, Eze- 
kiel was divested of his omce, his 
mouth was sealed. It was a time 
of separation from God ; His ora- 
cles were silent; His grace had 
departed. The restoration of pro- 
phetical speech to the prophet was 
a sign of the re-establismnent of 
the communication between the 
Lobd and His people. 

They shall know. Profiting by 
past warnings. 
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MoBNiKG. Daniel iii. 

The fallen and disorganised Church can only be restored by individual peni- 
tence and individual righteousness. The utter renunciation qf the particular 
sins which had brought down God's vengeance is remarkably manifested in the 
bold confessions of the three children and Daniel, God uses the selfdenialf 
firmness^ and consistency of individuals in His general work qf restoration. 
The boldness and sense of duty to God exhibited by the three children in this 
lesson led the king to tolerate the worship of the Lord, and to advance the youths 
to positions of eminence, thus enabling them to better the condition of their 
captive countrymen, and to set them an example qf steatffastness and faith, 

1. Kebuchadnezzar the king made an image of sold, whose height was three- 
score cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits : he set it up in the phun of 
Dura, in the proyinoe of Babylon. 2. Then Nebuchadnezzar the kine sent to 
gather together the princes, the goyemors, and the captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the proyinces, 
to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king* had 
set up. 3. Then the princes, the goyemors, and captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellors, the sher&, and all the rulers of the proyinoes, 
were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Kebuchadnezzar 
the kmg had set up ; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
had set up. 4. Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O 
people, nations, and languages, 5. That at what time ye hear the sound of 
the comet, flute, harp, sackbut^ psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye 
&11 down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath 
set up. 6. And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour 
be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 7. Therefore at that time, 
when all the people heard the sound of the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psal- 
tery, and all lands of music, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell 
down and worshipped the golden ima^e that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set 
up. . 8. Wherefore at that tune certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the 
Jews. 9. They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, Uye for 
eyer. 10. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that eyery man that shall hear 
the sound of the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and 
all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden ima^e : 11. And 
whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast mto the midst 
of a burning fiery furnace. 12. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set 
oyer the affairs of the proyince of Babylon, Shadraoh, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego ; these men, O king, haye not regarded thee : they serye not thy gods, 



1. An image of gold. Probably 
an image of himself, set up in 
order to ascertain the sentiments 
of his subjects towards him. 

Plain of Dura, Near Babylon. 

4. People, nations, and lan- 
guages, A boastM way of ex- 



pressing the vast extent of the 
Babylonian empire. 

8. Chaldeans, A certain caste 
or class of learned men, the pos- 
sessors of the old wisdom, which 
was written in the Chaldeantongue. 
There were four of these classes. 
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nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 13. Then Nebuchad- 
nezzar in his rage and faij commanded to bring Shadrach, Meehach, and 
Abed-nego. Then they brought these men before the king. 14. Nebuchad- 
nezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, do not ye serre my gods, nor worship the golden image which X h&re 
set up ? 15. Now if ye be. ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the 
comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, 
ye fidl down and worship the image which I have made ; well : but if ye wor- 
ship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 
16. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Ne- 
buchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17. If it be 
so, our God Whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery fur- 
nace, and He will deliver us out of tliine hand, O king. 18. But if not, be 
it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up. 19. Then was Nebuchadnezzar fiill of 
mry, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego : therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the 
furnace one sdven times more than it was wont to be heated. 20. And he 
commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 
21. Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, 
and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. 22. IDierefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and 
the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 23. And these three men, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. 24. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied and rose up in 
haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Bid not we cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire ? They answered and said unto the king. 
True, O king. 25. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking 
in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ; and the form of the fourth 
is like the Son of God. 26. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth 
of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and 



18. Shadrach, &c. See ch. i. 6, 
7, and ii. 49. Their Hebrew names 
were Ananias, Misael, and Azarias. 

15. Well, Not in the original. 
The sentence is left unfinished by 
the monarch in his wrath. Comp. 
Ex. xxxii. 32; S. Luke xiii. 9. 

Who is that God? Thus ex- 
alting himself above the Lobd. 

16. We are not car^L There 
is no need for deliberation in so 
plain a matter. Our duty is to 
obey God rather than man, and 
to take the consequences. 

17. If it he so. If the doom 
you mention is to be ours. 



18. ijr not. Whether He save 
us from the flames or not. 

21. Their coats, Marg.: "man- 
tles." 

Hosen. Hose, or shoes. 

Hats. Mar^.: "turbans." 

23. After this verse in some 
copies comes the hymn, " O all ye 
works of the Lobd." 

24. Astonied, Astonished at 
what he saw in the furnace. 

25. Four men. Chbist stands 
at His martvrs' side. Isa. xliii. 2. 

Loose. Their bonds were burnt, 
but nothing else. 

Like the Son of God, Bright 
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Abed-nego, ye senrantfl of the most high G^OD, come forth, and come hither. 
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 
27. And the princes, goyemors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, 
being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no 
power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, 
nor the smell of fire had passed on them. 28. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, 
and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, Who 
hath sent His Angel, and deliyered His servants that trusted in Him, and 
hare changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not 
serve nor worship any god, except their own GtOD. 29. Therefore I make a 
decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak anything amiss 
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, 
and their houses shall be made a dunghill : because there is no other 6k>D that 
can deliver after this sort. 30. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon. 



and glorious, above all htunan 
beauty and majeBty. Job i. 6, 

26. Ye servants. Perhaps Ne- 
bucHadnezzar remembered the 
confession he had formerly made, 
ii. 47. 

27. JIad no power. Wisd. xix. 
21 : " The flames wasted not the 
flesh of the corruptible living 
things, though they walked there- 
in." So in The Song of the 
Three Holy Children (Apoc), ver. 
26, 27 : " The Angel of the Lord 
came down into the oven together 
with Azarias and his fellows, and 
smote the flame of the fire out of 
the oven ; and made the midst of 
the ^imace as it had been a moist 
whisthng wind, so that the Are 



touched them not at all, neither 
hurt, nor troubled them." 

Smell of fire. The virtues and 
good works of the saints are not 
tarnished by their suflerings ; the 
sweet odour of their ^aces is 
not impaired by afiOiiction. So 
the saints shall pass unharmed 
through the flre of the last day : 
their bodies shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, and former sorrows shall 
be as though they never were. 

28. Have changed. Have ren- 
dered his command of no effect. 
Or, have caused him to change 
his pui^ose. 

29. The God. Nebuchadnezzar 
merely honours the Lobd as one of 
the most powerful of gods. iv. 2, 8, 



EvsKiiro. Daniel vi. 

The tmswerving fidelity of Daniel^ in refiaing to obey the uncied decree 
obtained by the intrigues of his enemies^ gives another example of the way in 
which the Churchy under God^s grace, works out its restoration, God over^ 
rules men*s evil designs to set forth His glory, and to establish His worship. 

1. It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty 
princes, which shoidd be over the whole kingdom ; 2. And over these three 



1. Darius. Usually thought to 
be ilie same as Cyaxares II., a sup- 
posed son of Astyages ; but more 
probably a viceroy set over Ba- 



o 3 



bylon by Cyrus. See ch. v. 31 ; 
ix. 1, and note there. 

Princes. A body of councillors, 
residing in the capital, and meet- 
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presidents ; of whom Daniel was first : that the princes might give aooounts 
unto them, and the king should have no damage. 3. Then this Dcmiel was 
preferred ahoye the presidents and prinoes, hecause an excellent spirit was in 
nim ; and the king thought to set him oyer the whole realm. 4. Then the 
presidents and princes sousht to find occasion against Daniel oonoeming the 
kingdom ; but they could find none occasion nor &ult ; forasmuch as he was 
fiuthful, neither was there any error or &ult found in him. 5. Then said 
these men. We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find 
it against him concerning the law of his God. 6. Then these presidents and 
princes assembled together to the king, and said thus imto him, Eling Darius, 
UTe for eyer. 7. iUl the presidents of the kingdom, the goyemors, and the 
princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to esitablish 
a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoeyer shall ask a petition 
of any God or man for thirty days, saye of thee, O king, he shall be cast into 
the den of lions. 8. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, 
that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, whi<£ 
tJtereth not. 9. Wherefore kmg Darius signed the writing and the decree. 
XO. Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his 
house; and his windows bein^ open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three tunes a day, and prayed, and gaye thanks before 
his God, as he did aforetime. IX. Then these men assembled, and found 
Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. X2. Then they 
came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's decree ; Hast thou 
not signed a decree, that eyery man that shall ask a petition of any Gk>d or 
man within thirty days, saye of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of 
lions ? The king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law of 
the Medes and Fersiaas, which altereth not. X3. Then answered they and 
said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the oaptiyity of 
Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but 
maketh his petition three times a day. X4. Then the king, when he heard 
these words, was sore displeased with himself and set his heart on Daniel to 
deliyer him : and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliyer him. 
X5. Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, 

king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute 
which the king establisheth may be changed. X6. Then the king commanded, 
and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king 

1 pake and said unto Daniel, Thy God Whom thou seryest continually. He will 
deliyer thee. X7. And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the 
ddn ; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his 



ing together to advise themonarch, 
acting also as the provincial go- 
vernors of the kingdom of Ba- 
bylon, the whole kinadom» 

8. JVhich altereth not. Comp. 
Esth. i. 19 ; viii. 8. The object of 
the edict was to have the king 
recognized as the representative 
ofthe gods above. 

10. Toward Jerusalem. The 
Jews prayed toward Jerusalem as 
an acknowledgment of the duty 



of personal attendance at the 
Temple services, and as the best 
substitute for a privilege that was 
denied them. Comp. 1 Kings 
viii. 44, 48 ; Ps. v. 7. 
Three times. Ps. Iv. 17. 

16. He will deliver. Perhaps 
better, "May He deliver." Or 
the king so speaks, in order to 
comfort Daniel and excuse himself. 

17. Sealed. As the stone at 
our Lobd's burial. This was done 
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lords ; that the purpose might not be changed conoenung Daniel* X8. Then 
the long went to his palace, and passed the night fii^ting: neither were 
•instruments of music brought before him : and his sleep went firom him« 
X9. Then the king arose Tery earlv in the morning, and went in haste unto 
the den of Hons. 20. And when he came to the den, he cried with a lament- 
able Toioe unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, 
servant of the hying God, is thj Gk>D, Whom thou serrest continually, able to 
deUrer thee from the lions ? 21. Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, 
Hve for ever. 22. Mj God hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' 
mouths, that thej haye not hurt me : forasmuch as before Him innooenqy was 
found in me ; and also before thee, O king, haye I done no hurt. 23. Then 
was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take 
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no 
manner of hurt was found upon him, because he beUered in his God. 
24. And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had 
accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of hons, them, their children, 
and their wiyes ; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake aU their 
bones in pieces or eyer they came at the bottom of the den. 25. Then king 
Darius wrote unto aU people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
earth ; Peace be multiplied unto yoiL 26. I make a decree, That in eyery 
dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel : for 
He is the liying God, and sted&st for eyer, and His kingdom that which shall 
not be destroysd, and His dominion shall be eyen xmto the end. 27. He 
deliyereth and rescueth, and He worketh signs and wonders in -heayen and in 
earth, Who hath dehyered Daniel from the power of the lions. 28. So this 
Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 



that the malicions princes might 
not secretly destroy JDaniel, if the 
lions spared him. 

23. Out of the den. A type of 
Chbist's Death and Kesurrection. 
Chbist went down to heU, the 
"roaring lion's" own dominion; 
but the devil could harm Him 
not, because innocency was found 



in Him ; and He rose again vic- 
torious, and was exalted unto 
God's right hand. 

Me believed, Heb. xi. 33: 
""WTio through faith . . . stopped 
the mouths of lions." 

25. In all the earth. The usual 
exaggerated style of Eastern pro- 
clamations. 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTEB TEINITY. 

MoBNlKCF. Joel ii. 

Thii chapter teaches the danger qf obstinately resisting the offers of grace. 
The prophet Joel describes the sore judgment which is coming upon the Jews, 
calls them earnestly to repentance, and promises, upon their repentance, fltli 
forgiveness and the restoration of every thing which had been taken from them. 
He ends by speaking of the first coming of Christ, the outpouring of the Spirit, 
the judgments upon £Us enemies^ and the second coming qf the lard. 
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1. Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alaim in My holy moimtain : 
let all the inhabitants of the land tremble : for the day of the Lobd cometfa, 
for it is nigh at hand ; 2. A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of 
olouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains : a 
great people and a strong ; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be 
any more after it, eren to the years of many generations. 3. A fire dcTOixr^ 
b^ore them ; and behind them a flame bumeth : the land is as the garden of 
Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness ; yea, and nothing 
shall escape them. 4. The appearance of them is as the appearance of 
horses ; and as horsemen, so shall they run. . 5. Like the noise of chariots on 
the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that 
dcTOureth the stubble,- as a strong people set in battle array. 6. Before their 
face the people shall be much pained: all fiices shall gather blackness. 
7. They shall run like mighty men ; they shall dimb the wall like men of 
war ; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break 
their ranks : 8. Neither shall one thrust another ; they shall walk every one 
in his path t and when they &11 upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 
9. They shall run to and fro in the city ; they shall run upon the wall, they 
shaU climb up upon the houses ; they shall enter in at the windows tike a 
thief. XO. The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: 
the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their 
shining : U. And the Lobd shall utter His voice before His army : for His 



1. The trumpet. Used originally 
for religious purposes, now for 
alarm and fear. 

The dai/ of the Lord. Any day 
of judgment is so called. The par- 
ticular judgments intended by the 
prophet are locusts, fire, drought, 
&c., but especially the invasion of 
Judah bv tne Assyrians, an image 
of its final destruction by the 
Bomans. The imagenr is gene- 
rally adapted to the effects of the 
inroad of swarms of locusts. 

2. Darkness, Even as a flight 
of locusts hides the sun. 

As morning. Darkness stealing 
on, as the morning light stealing 
ove^ the mountain tops. 

A great people, Joel compares 
the locusts to those who are in- 
tended by them. 

Neither shall he. Fulfilled 
finally in the Daj of Judgment. 
But each chastisement has its 
own character. 

3. A fire. Locusts "scorch" 
all they touch. Ps. cvii. 34. So 



in the last day the earth shall be 
burned up. 2 Thess. i. 8 ; 2 S. 
Pet. iii. 10. 

4. JSorses. Locusts are said to 
resemble horses in the shape of 
the head. 

5. Noise of chariots, B»ev. ix. 
9. There should be a comma 
after ** chariots." 

6. Gather blackness. The livid 
colour of utter fear or coming 
death. Comp. Lam. iv. 8, marg. 

9. The dty, Jerusalem. 
Windows, These were only of 

lattice work. So sin enters through 
the unguarded senses. 

Liheathirf, Unawares. Comp. 
Bev. xvi. 15 ; S. Luke xii. 39.. 

10. The prophet passes from 
the locusts to the real signs that 
shall accompany the Lobd coming 
to judgment. H. Luke xxi. 25, 26. 

11. His voice, God calls His 
army to execute His judgments. 
S. Matt. xxii. 7. 

For^for—fcyr. A threefold 
ground of terror. 
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jcamp is rerj great : for he is strong that executeth His word : for the day of 
the LoBD is great and yerj terribfe ; and who can abide it ? 12. Therefore 
also now, saith the Lobd, turn ye eyen to Me with all your heart, and with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning : 13. And rend your heart, 
and not your garments, and turn imto the Lokd your God: for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great loudness, and repenteth 
Him of the evil. 14. Who knoweth if He will return and repent, and leaye a 
blessing behind Him ; even a meat o£fering and a drink offering unto the Lobd 
your God ? 15. Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly: 16. Gtither the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the 
elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts : let the bride* 
groom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. 17. Let the 

Eriests, tlie ministers of the Losd, weep between the porch and the altar, and 
)t them say. Spare Thy people, O Lobd, and give not Thine heritage to 
reproach, that the heathen should rule oyer them : wherefore should they say 
among the people. Where is their G^d ? 18. Then will the Lobd be jealous 
for His land, and pity His people. 19. .Yea, the Lobd will answer and say 
unto His people. Behold, I will send you com, and wine, and oil, and ye shall 
be satisfied therewith : and I will no more make you a reproach among the 
heathen : 20. But I will remoye far off from you the northern army, and 
will driye him into a land barren and desolate, with his hce toward the east 
sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, 
and his HI sayour shall come up, because he hath done great things. 21. Fear 
not, O land ; be glad and rejoice : for the Lobd will do great things. 22. Be 



Sis camp. All the instruments 
with which God punishes sin. 

12. Mourning. Lit. "beating 
the breast." S. Luke rviii. 13. 

13. Not your ga/rments. I.e., 
" not only." Be not content with 
the outward marks of bitter grief. 

JEtepenteth, The evil which God 
foretells, and at last inflicts, is, 
as it were, against His will, 
"Who is not willing that any 
should perish." (2 8. Pet. iii. 9). 
On the first tokens of repentance. 
He refrains from doing it. 

14. A blessing, A token of 
forgiveness — ^viz., the power and 
the means of serving Him as of 
old. God promises forgiveness 
to all true penitents, but He 
retains or remits the temporal 
pimishment of sin as He deems 
fit. ' Comp. 2 Sam. xii. 10, 13, 14, 
19 ; Jon. lii. 9, 10. 

17. The porch. A tower in 
front of the holy of holies ; the 



brazen altar for burnt offerings 
stood before it ; the space between 
was an inner part of the priests' 
court, and wnere they offered 
prayer. 

iet them say. The form of 
prayer is given mem. 

The Jieathen. This shows who 
are meant by the locusts. 

18. Jealous for. Resenting the 
evil infiicted upon. 

19. Com^ and wine, and oil. 
Temporal and spiritual blessings. 

20. Northern Assyrian. Again 
the imagery is taken from the 
locusts wbich perish in the sea. 

JEast sea. The Dead Sea. 

The utmost (or "hinder") sea. 
The Mediterranean. 

Because he. Because he (the 
Assyrian, the instrument of God's 
vengeance) hath done proudly and 
arrogantly. Comp. the destruc- 
tion of Sennacherib's army. Isa. 
xxxvii. 36. 
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not afraid, je benrts of the field : lor the pastnras of the wfldemeaB do spring, 
for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the Tine do yieki their atraigth. 
^. Be glad then, je children of 2Son, and rejoice in the Lokd jonr GtoD : 
for He hath giren yon the former rain moderately, and He will cause to oome 
down for yon the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 
84. And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fots shall oyerfl^ow with 
wine and oil. 25. And I will restore to you the years that the locust bath 
eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpOler, and the palmerwonn. My great 
army which I sent among you. 26. And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satia- 
fied, and praise Uie name of the Lobd your God, That hath dealt wondroualy 
with you : and My people shall nerer be ashamed. 27. And ye shall know 
that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lokd your Gk)D, and none 
else : and My people shall never be ashamed. 28. And it shall oome to paaa 
afterward, that I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shaU see visions : 29. And also upon the servants and upon the hand- 
maids in those days will I pour out My Spirit. 30. And I will shew wonders 
In tiie heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 
31. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon mto blood, before 
the great and the terrible day of the Lobd come. 32. And it shall oome to 
pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Losd shall be delivered : 



22. Be not afraid. The reversal 
of the former sentence. Ch. i. 
18 19 20. 

'Yield. Put forth. All things 
serve God's people serving Him. 

23. The former rain moderately. 
Marg. correctly: "A teacher of 
righteonsness according to \pr 
"unto"] righteousness." The Tea- 
cher, tlie object of Whose coming 
is righteousness, even Christ. 
He is the centre of all these dis- 
pensations. 

Main. In seed time and har- 
vest ; rich temporal blessings, to- 
kens of spiritual gifts, especially 
of preventmg and perfecting grace. 

In the first month. This Belongs 
onlv to the latter rain, which faus 
in ^isan. 

26. 1 will restore. God replaces 
the penitent sinner where he was 
before he fell. See Ezek. xviii. 
21, 22. 

Locustt &Q. Images of spiritual 
enemies. 

28. Afterwwrd. Ailer the pun- 
ishment of the Jews, and the com- 
ing of Chsibt. See Acts ii. 17 — 21. 



All flesh. All mankind, with- 
out regard to nations. Flesh, 
because the Holy Ghost vouch- 
safes to dwell in our flesh, to 
sanctify and to heal it. 

Shall prophesy t &c. These are 
. instances of the miraculous effects 
of the outpouring of the Spirit, 
which were first bestowed on 
Jews only, sons and daughters. 

29. God is no respecter of per- 
sons» 

30. Wonders. At the Birth, 
the Passion, and Death of Chbist, 
the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
in the future before the final 
judgment. S. Luke xxi. 10, 11, 
25, 26. Josephus relates that 
before the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, a sword appeared in the sky, 
a great light shone round the 
altar, one of the Temple doors 
burst open, and voices were heard, 
crying, " Let us go hence." 

Bhod. 1,100,000 perished in 
the final siege of Jerusalem, and 
the city and temple were burned 
up. 
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for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliTeranoe, as ihe LOBD hath 
said, and in the remnant whom the LosD shall call. 



82. In motmt Zion. A type of 
the Church. S. Luke xxiv. 47: 
** And that repentance and remis- 
sion of sins should be preached in 
His name among all nations, be- 
ginning at Jerusalem." 



Sath said. By the prophet 
Joel himself. 

In the remnant. In the "few 
chosen," that flee from the wrath 
to come. 



EYENlKa. Micah yi. 

God still pleads lovingly with His people, expostulating with them for their 
ingratitude f ignorance^ injustice, and idolatry, 

1. Hear ye now what the Lobd saith; Arise, contend thou before the 
mountains, and let the hills hear thy yoice. 2. Hear ye, O mountains, the 
tiOKD's controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth : for the Lobd 
hath a controversy with His people, and He will plead with Israel. 3. O My 
people, what have I done unto thee ? and wherein have I wearied thee P 
testify against Me. 4. For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and 
redeemed thee out of the house of servants ; and I sent before thee Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 5. O My people, remember now what Bakk king of 
Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim 
unto Gilgal ; that ye may know the righteousness of the Lobd. 6. Where- 



1. Hear ye. Hear ye people 
what the Lobd saith to me, viz., 
" Arise," &c. 

Contend. Plead My cause in 
the face of all nature. Moun^ 
tains, because on them were set 
up idols. 

2. The prophet begins to execute 
the task committed to him* 

A controversy. So !Rev. ii. 14, 
16, the Lobd says to the Angel 
of the Church in Pergamos, " I 
have a few things aeainst thee. 
Eepent ; or else i wifl come unto 
thee quickly, and will fight against 
them with the sword of My 
mouth." Comp. Hos. xii. 2. 

3. God's words to His people. 

4. Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
Civil government, lawful clergy, 
and a well-constituted Church. 
Gk»D (verses 4, 6) mentions some 
of His chief .acta of mercy unto 
His people in old time. 



6. Shittim. E. of Jordan, the 
last stage of the ioumey in the 
wilderness, and where for their 
sin in the matter of Peor, &c. 
(Numb. XIV.), they deserved to 
be cut off. About Balaam see 
Numb. xxii. — ^xxiv. The mean- 
in^ of the passage is, '' Eemember 
all that happened imto you &om 
Shittim unto Gilgal." 

Gilgal. The nrst camp on the 
west of Jordan, where the coven- 
ant was renewed. Jos. v. 9. 

The righteousness. His faith- 
fulness and truth. 

6, 7, 8. These verses are sup- 

Eosed by some to be a conference 
etween Balaam and Balak ; Ba- 
laam's answer to the king being 
V. 8. Or verses 6, 7 are spoken 
by Micah in the person of the 
people. He replies in his own 
person, v. 8. 
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wiih shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high Qod? 
shall I ooine before Him with burnt offerings, with calyes of a year old? 
7. WiU Ihe Lobd be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands 
of riTers of oil ? shall 1 giye my firstborn for my transgression, the firoit of my 
body for the sin of my soul P 8. He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; 
and what doth the Lobd require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God ? 9. The Lobd*s yoice crieth unto the 
city, and the man of wisdom shall see Thy name : hear ye the rod, and who 
hath appointed it. 10. Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house 
of the wicked, and the scant measure that is abominable P 11. Shall I count 
thempure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights ? 
12. For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof 
haye spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 13. Therefore 
. also will I make thee sick in smiting thee, in making thee desolate because of 
thy sins. 14. Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied ; and thy casting down 
shall be in the midst of thee j and thou shalt take hold, but shalt not deUyer ; 
and that which thou deUyerest will I giye up to the sword. 15. Thou ^alt 
BOW, but thou shalt not reap ; thou shalt tread the oliyes, but thou shalt not 
anoint thee with oil ; and sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine. 16. For the 
statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab, and 
ye walk in their counsels ; that I should make thee a desolation, and the in- 



6. Calves of a year old. The 
sin offering of a pnest. Ley. ix. 2. 

7. Ps. xlix. 7, 8: "No man 
may deliver his brother: nor 
mate agreement imto God for 
him. ror it cost more to redeem 
their sotds." There may be a re- 
ference to the human sacrifices 
offered to Moloch or Baal. Jer. 
xix. 5. 

' 8, To do justly^ and to love 
mercyy comprises the duties of 
the second table ; to walk humhly 
with God, the duties of the first. 
Or the three comprise man's dutj 
to himself, his neighbour, and his 
God. 

9. Th^city, Jerusalem. 
Shall see. He who is truly 

wise will recognize and reverence 
Thee. 

The rod. Listen while I tell 
you of the chastisement coming 
on you. 

10, &c. God recounts the pre- 
vailing sins of the people. 

10. Yet, After all God's warn- 
ings. 



Treasures of wickedness. Wealth 
acquired by wickedness. 

13. Sick, I will smite thee, so 
as to make thee sick. Lev. xxvi. 
16. 

14. Not he satisfied. Either 
from not having enough (a meet 
punishment for those who have 

fotten wealth unjustly) ; or fix)m 
eing diseased, and so not gaining 
nourishment. Hos. iv. 10. 

In the midst of thee. Thou 
shalt be overthrown and con- 
quered in thy own country and 
city. 

Take hold. Of wives and chil- 
dren, to deliver them from the 
enemy. 

15. And sweet toine. I.e., Thou 
shalt tread out sweet wine. 

16. Statutes qf Omri. This 
refers especially to the reien of 
Ahaz, who "walked in all the 
ways of the kings of Israel." 2 
Chr. xxviii. 2; 1 Kings xvi. 26, 
30,34; 2Kingsxxi. 3. 

!rhee, Jerusalem. 
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habitants thereof an hissing : therefore ye shall bear the reproach of My 
people. 



A hissing. Object of derision. 
1 Kings ix. 8. 

Ye, Ye rich men (vv. 12, 15) 
shall endure the chief share of the 
shame which shall come upon My 



people. Or, ye, the chosen nation, 
who boast of being God's peculiar 
care, shall suffer heavier punish- 
ment, for sinning against your 
high privileges. 



TWENTY-riEST SUNDAY ATTEE TEINITY. 

MosNiNa. Habakkuk ii. 

The prophet is instructed that it -is his duty to learn the will of Gody to teach 
it to his people, and to warn against the deadly nature qfsin. Faith is shown to 
be the mainspring of the good man*s lifCf and various sins are enumerated, for 
which God will take vengeance, though for a time He uses the sinner to work 
out His purposes. 

1. I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch 
to see what He will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved. 
2. And the Lord answered me, and said. Write the vision, and make it plain 
upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. 3. For the vision is yet for an 
appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie : though it tarry, 
wait for it ; because it wHl surely come, it will not tarry. 4. Behold, his soul 



1. The prophet represents him- 
self as waiting for tne answer of 
God to his complaint (eh. i.), that 
the Chaldeans who should execute 
GoD*8 sentence against His peo- 
ple, were themsehres worse than 
the Jews. God shows him (verses 
6 — 19) that when He has used 
them as His instruments, He will 
take vengeance on them also in 
turn. 

I will stand. So we Christians 
are soldiers of Chbist, and have 
to watch always. 

Unto me, Marg. : " in me." 
I.e., by His Spirit. 

Jam reproved. By the people. 
Or, by God. 

2. Tables. Tablets of wood or 
brass. 



That he may run. This implies 
not only that it was to be written 
legibly and plainly, but also that 
reading God's word is no hin- 
drance, but rather a help, to run- 
ning the way of His command- 
ments. Lit. : that he who reads 
may be able to read it quickly 
and without hesitation. 

3. The vision. The prophecy 
here set forth, verses A — 19. 
" J?br" introduces the reason why 
the vision should be written. 

An anointed time, Not now, 
but according to a date fixed by 
God. 

It will not tarry. Beyond the 
appointed time, though to the 
smficted Jews it seems to delay. 

4. Here follows the enumera- 



doe 
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which b lifted np is not upright in him : but the jnst shall lire hj bis fiatL 
0. Yea, also, because he tzansgresseth by wine, he is a proud num, neither 
keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hdl, and is as deatli, and cannot 
be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all 
people : 6. Shall not all these take up a parable against hun, and a t^iinting 
proTorb against him, and saj, Woe to him that increaseth that '^^hich is not 
his ! how long ? and to him that ladeth himself with thick day ! 7. SluJl 
th^ not rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex thee, 
ana thou shalt be for booties unto them ? 8. Because thou hast spoiled many 
nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil thee; because of men's 
blood, and for the riolenoe of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell 
therein. 9. Woe to him that coreteth an eril oovetousness to his house, that 
he msy set his nest on high, that he may be deUrered fiom the power of eril ! 
10. Ijiou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off many people, and 
hast sinned against thy souL II. For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and 
the beam out of the tunber shall answer it. 12. Woe to him that buildeth a 
town with blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity ! 13. Behold, is it not 
of the LoBD of hosts that the people shall labour in the yery fii«, and the 
people shall weazy themselTce for yery yanity P 14. For the earth shall be 



tion of the Chaldean's crimes. 
He who is proud is really gro- 
velling in semshness. 

Tkejugt, &c. Eom. i. 17; Gal. 
ill. 11. llie just man, in so far 
as he is just, lives by faith; his 
righteonsness arises m)m, and is 
maintained by, faith. Jbid this 
faith is not merely belief in all 
Gtod's revelations, out also a firm 
trust in the forgiveness of sins, 
together with the will to please 
God and to keep His command- 
ments. 

6. Increaseth, Enlarges his ill- 

gotten possessions by fimher spo- 
ation. How long will the Lobd 
permit this to go on P 

Thick clav. Wealth of gold 
and silver, which are but so much 
day, both a load and a pollution. 

7. Prov. xvi. 18 : " Pride goeth 
before destruction, and an haughty 
spirit before a fall." 

8. The remnant. Other nations. 
Violence qf the land. Or, against 

the hind, as v. 17. The land, of 
Israel. City, Jerusalem. " They 
that hate tne righteous shall be 
desokte." Ps. xzziv. 21. 



9. To his house. To estaUish 
and enrich his house. A further 
rebuke of the Babylonians. 

10. Thou hast prepared ruin 
for thy nation by thy insatiable 
rapine, and shalt pay dearly for 
all thy violence. 

11. If men hold their peace at 
thy cruelty and injustice, the very 
buildings thou liast raised wiU 
testify against thee. Comp. S. 
Luke xix. 40. 

12. A town — city, Babylon. 

13. The Lord permits t^e Chal- 
deans to punish Israel; but He 
will soon take vengeance on tiie 
Chaldeans in turn. 

Shall labour, God has let 
them build and beautify Babylon, 
but to their own loss; for ere 
long it shaU be buried up. 

For very vanity. To no pur- 
pose. GrOD has made all tlungs 
here insufficient for our happiness, 
that we may place it on Him, with 
Whom only true joys are to be 
found. 

14. For, Ac. So aU the earth 
shall recognize the providence and 
justice of Gt>D. See on Isa. xi. d. 
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filled vdih the knowledge of the glory of the LoBD, as the waters coyer the sea. 
15. Woe unto him that giyeth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to 
him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness I 
X6. Thou art filled with shame for glory : drink thou also, and let thy fore- 
skin be uncovered : the cup of the Lobd*s right hand shall be turned unto 
thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory. 17. For the yiolence of 
Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made them afraid, 
because of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all 
that dwell therein. 18. What profiteth the graven image that the maker 
thereof hath graven it ; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker 
of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols ? 19. Woe unto him that 
saith to the wood, Awake ; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach ! Behold, 
it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst 
of it. 20. But the Lobd is in His holy temple : let all the earth keep silence 
before Him. 



15, 16. These verses allude to 
the intemperance and dissolute- 
ness of ine Babylonians ; the^ 
also aJlegorically refer to their 
treatment of neighbouring nations, 
whom the Chaldeaiis deceived by 
feifped treaties and promises 
which they never meant to ob- 
serve, and which only the more 
laid iJiem open to danger. 

16. Thy. A chanee of person. 

16. Brink thou also, Sc. the 
cup of vengeance from the Lobd, 
and be thou the laughing-stock of 
others. 

Shall he twrnei. So that thou 
shalt drain its very dregs. 

Shamejkl gpewtnff. The direst 
and most degrading effects of the 
cup of vengeance. 

17. Of Zehanon, Done to Le- 
banon (as V. 8). I.e., either the 
Holy Land, or the Temple, as 
Zech. xi. 1. 

Shall cover. Shall destroy, 
ruin thee. 

The spoil of beasts which. Ba- 
ther, ''The spoil of beasts shall 
make them imraid." Beasts are 
the Israelites, so called to keep 
up the metaphor of Lebanon, and 
because the Chaldeans treated 



them as mere animals. The poor 
spoiled Israelites shall terrify 
them, because of, &c.; i.e., as a 
punishment for the murder and 
violence committed. Comp. v. 8. 
18, 19. Another of the Babylo- 
nians' sins, trust in idols. 

18. Teacher of lies. Which 
gives false notions of God, and 
deceives men with its attributed 
ideas of power. 

To make. So trusteth in his 
work as to make dumb idols. 

19. The wood. The wooden 
idol. 

Awake. Hearken to my prayer. 
As Fs. xzxv. 23. 

It shall teach. So says the 
idolater of his image. 

20. But. But the true Lobd 
of all reigns in His holy temple, 
either heaven, or the Temple at 
Jerusalem, where God specially 
revealed Himself. Ps. xi. 4; 
Mic. i. 2. 

Xep) silence. Eeverence, obey, 
Itnd humble itself before Him. 
Zech. ii. 13: "Be silent, O all 
flesh, before the Lobd : for He is 
raised up out of His holy habita- 
tion." • 
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Eyximro. Froyerbs L 

The teaching rf the year elotes with tenons from the Book qf Proverbs, the 
code of Chrittian morality, J%ie it the summary of what has been taught 
during the preceding portion qf the year^ and contains a complete system of 
ethics in tH^ form qf precepts and apothegms. ** Wisdom,** in the books if 
Solomon and in the Apocrypha, is used in more senses than one. First, it 
means the quality which is an attribute of the Godhead; secondly, it is used for 
the Word, the Person qfthe Son, Jesus Christ: thirdly, it denotes the habit or 
act qf the mind infused in men and angels by God Himself— the power of making 
a wise choice m every matter, which is true wisdom ; fourthly, it signifies the 
rules or dictates of wisdom. It is in the third sense that we chiefly have to 
understand it in the selected chapters. 

In this introductory chapter, Solomon states (1—17) that the object qf the 
Proterbs is to teach practical wisdom, the beginning of which is the fear of the 
Lord: he exhorts all (18, 19) to study wisdom, and so avoid the enticements of 
evil: he introduces Wisdom inviting, promising, and threatening (20 — 33). 

1. The proyerbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel ; 2. To knov 
wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 3. To 
receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity ; 4. To 
give subtilty to the simple, to the joung man knowledge and discretion. 
5. A wise man will hear, and will increase learning ; and a man of under- 
standing shall attain unto wise counsels ; 6. To understand a proverb, and 
the interpretation ; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings. T. The 
fear of the Lokd is the beffinning of knowledge : but fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. 8. My son, hear the instruction of thy Either, and forsake not 
the law of thy motiier : 9. For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy 



1. The general title of the book. 

2. To know. I.e., these pro- 
verbs are composed that men may 
know. 

Instruction, Discipline, that 
leads to wisdom. 

To perceive — of understanding. 
Explanatory of to know wisdom. 

3. To receive — of wisdom. Ex- 
planatory of to know instruction^ 
V. 2. 

Justice. I.e., to receive justice, 
&c. These three virtues are the 
feiits of right instruction. Justice 
is the act of rendering to all 
their due. Judgment is me men- 
tal process* of judging and dis- 
crimmating rightly. Equity is 
rectitude, the conforming one's 
judgment to the divine law of 
right, and striving to please God. 



4. SuUilty. S. Matt. x. 16: 
"Be ye wise as serpents, and 
harmless [marg. ; " smiple "] as 
doves." 

6. A wise man. The Proverbs 
are for the wise, as well as for the 
simple and young. 

vFill hear, Tiiese Proverbs. 

7. The fear of the Lord. Not 
servile fear, but filial, i.e., charity. 
This is godliness and piety, the 
whole duty of man towards Gtod, 
equivalent to faith in the ISew 
Testament. The first command- 
ment of the first table. 

8. The first commandment of 
the second table. 

9. The grace of obedience adorns 
a child lUce a precious crown or 
necklace. 
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head, and chains about thy neck. 10. My son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not. II. If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk 
privily for the innocent without cause : 12. Let us swallow them up aliye as 
the grave ; and whole, as those that go down into the pit : 13. We shall find 
all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil : 14. Cast in thy 
lot among us ; let us all have one purse : 15. My son, walk not thou in the 
way with them ; refrain thy foot from their path : 16. For their feet run to 
evil, and make haste to shed blood. 17. Surely in vain the net is spread in 
the sight of any bird. 18. And they lay wait for their own blood ; they lurk 
privily for their own lives. 19. So are the ways of every one that is greedy 
of gain : which taketh away the life of the owners thereof. 20. Wisdom 
crieth without ; she uttereth her voice in the streets : 21. She crieth in the 
chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates : in the city she uttereth 
her words, saying, 22. How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simphcity ? 
and the scomers delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? 
23. Turn you at my reproof : behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I 
will make known my words unto you. 24. Because I have called, and ye 
refused ; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded ; 25. But ye 
have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 26. I 
also will laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when your fear cometh ; 
27. When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. 28. Then shall 
they caB upon me, but I will not answer ; they shall seek me early, but they 
shaJl not find me : 29. For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose 
the fear of the Lord : 30. They would none of my counsel ; they despised 
all my reproof. 31. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
and be filled with their own devices. 32. For the turning away of the simple 
shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 33. But 



11. Without cause. Without 
having any words with them, 
coming upon them suddenly. This 
is put forth as an inducement, 
that there shall be no danger. 

12. Another inducement, that 
their destruction shall be easy, 
and will leave no more trace than 
did the overthrow of !Korah and 
his friends. Numb. xvi. 

17, 18. Birds do not consider 
why the net is spread, and fly 
eagerly to the bait without re- 
garding the danger; so these 
evil-doers are intent only on seiz' 
ing their prey, and perceive not 
the snares in which they involve 
themselves, the danger to soul 
and body which they incur. 

22. Simple — simplicity. World- 
ly and carnal men, taken up with 
trifles, and neglecting the only 



real business of life, are called 
here simple. 

Fools. " Folly " means all im- 
piety. 

26. When the day of visitation 
is past, it wiU be the time of ven- 
geance. 

27. When your fear. When 
that which you fear comes upon 
you like some sudden and unex- 
pected calamity. 

28. Quoted, as referring to im- 
penitent sinners, in the Commi- 
nation Service. 

31. Be iilled with. Be cloyed 
and punished with their own evil 
pleasures, receiving in themselves 
the just reward of their deeds. 

32. The turning awanf. Marg. : 
"ease;" i.e., the quiet and easy 
life of the simple shall prove their 
ruin. Comp. JEzek. xvi. 49. Or, 
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whoio hearkeneth unto me shaU dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of 
eriL 



their turning from God and right. 

Or, their causing the simple to sin. 

33. Though the wise man suffer 

trouble in thifl life (2 Tim. iii. 12), 



yet he rdoioes in tribulations 
(Eom. Y. 3), and fears not what 
man can do against him. 



TWEITTY-SECOin) SUNDAY AFTEB TEINITY. 
M.OBXTSGt. FroTerbs u» 

Wudom it obtained by prayer, study, and practice (1 — 9) ; she giveth grace j 
sqfetyfrom evil company and lust, and direction in the paths of righteousnets 
(10—22). 

1. My son, if thou wilt reoelTe my words, and hide my commandments 
with thee ; 2. So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and atpply thine 
heart to understanding ; 3, Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest 
up thy Toice for understanding ; 4. If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest 
for her as for hid treasures ; 5. Then shalt thou understand the fear of the 
LoBD, and find the knowledge of 6k)i>. 6. For the Lobd giTeth wisdom : 
out of His mouth cometh knowledge and imderstanding. 7. He layeth up 
sound wisdom for the righteous : IBte is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 

8. He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserreth the way of His saints. 

9. Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity ; yea, 
eyeiy good path. 10. Whdin wisdom entereth into thine heaft, and knowledge 



1. My son, Solomon is speak* 
ing, a type of Chbist speaking to 
lis who are made children of God. 

Hide, As a most precious thin^. 
"Thy words have I hid withm 
my heart, that I should not sin 
against Thee." Ps. oxix. 11. 

4. Ps. cxix. 14: "I have had 
as ^at delight in the way of Thy 
testimonies, as in all manner of 
riches." Comp. ib. verses 127, 
162, and S. Matt. xiii. 44. 

5. The knowledge of God. Such 
as they have who love Him and 
do His will. 1 S. John ii. 3 : 
"Hereby we do know that we 
know Him, if we keep His com- 
mandments." See note Isaiali 
liii. 11. 



6. Out of Mis mouth. From 
His revelation. It is the gift of 
the Holy Spibit. 

7. Me layeth up, God stores 
up as a reward for the righteous 
sound, durable, essential wisdom. 
Comp. Isa. xxxiii. 6. 

A ouckler. As He said to Abra- 
ham, "I am thy shield." Gen. 

XV. 1. 

8. Me keepeth. He keeps the 
paths of judgment in the case of 
the righteous: His care is over 
their actions. Ps. xvii. 5 : " O ■ 
hold Thou up my goings in Thjl 
paths, that my footsteps slip not. ^^ 

9. See on i. 3. 

10. Mea/rt, Not the brain only, ' 
but the will and affections. 
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is pleasant unto thy soul ; U. Discietion shall presenre thee, understaadmg 
shall keep thee : 12. To deliyer thee from the way of the evil man, from the 
man that speaketh firoward things ; 13. Who leave the paths of uprightness, 
to ¥ralk in the ways of darkness ; 14. Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in 
the frowardnesB of the wicked ; 15. Whose ways are crooked, and they fro- 
ward in their paths : 16. To deliyer thee from the strange woman, eren from. 
the stranger wnich flattereth with her words ; 17. Which forsaketh the guide 
of her youth, and forgetteth the oovenant of her God. 18. For her house 
indlneUi imto death, and her paths unto the dead. 19. None that go imto 
her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life. 20. That thou 
mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous. 

21. For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it. 

22. But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall 
be rooted out of it. 



11. Discretion — understanding. 
Which wisdom shall give. 

12. To deliver. So as to deliver 
thee. 

13. Darkness, Sin, deprived of 
the light of grace and God's pre- 
sence. S. John viii. 12: "Tnen 
spake Jbsus again unto them, say- 
ing, I am the light of the world : 
he that foUoweth Me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life." 

15. Crooked, Wanting the 
straight rule of right, havmg no 
fixed direction, ever centring on 
self. 

Mmoard, Perverse. 

16. The strange woman. The 
harlot or adulteress. Properly one 
vrho is estranged in her affections 



from her husband. Generally, 
sensual pleasure personified. 

17. The guide. Her husband 
whom she took as her guide and 
lord in her youth. 

The covenant. The marriage 
vow. 

18. Her house. The places 
where such scenes of vice are 
enacted. 

19. Betum, The chains of 
sensuality are terribly strong. 

20. Wisdom not only divers 
&om evil, but teaches good works. 
This verse depends on verse 11. 

21. 1 Tim. IV. 8 : " fJodliness is 
profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come." 



EvENnro. Proverbs iii. 

The value of wisdom duly retained (1—4) ; we must believe and trust in God, 
and patiently bear His chastisement (5 — 12) ; the gain, power , and benefits qf 
wisdom (13—26) ; we should emulate the pious in their charitableness^ not the 
evil in their wickedness, because God will destroy the latter and reward the 
Jbrmer (27—35). 

1. My son, forget not my law ; but let thine heart keep my commandments ; 
2. For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 3. Let 
not mercy and trutn forsake thee : bind them about thy neck ; write them 



2. Length of days. As in the 
Fifth Commandment, Deut. v. 16. 
Comp. ib. xxii. 7 ; xxv. 15. 



lAmg life, Heb. : "Years of 
life," i.e., eternal Iffe. 
3. About thy neck. Let them 
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Upon the table of thine heart : 4. So shalt thou find &Toar and g^ood under- 
standing in the light of Gk>D and man. 5. Trost in the Lobd with all thine 
heart ; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6. In all thj ways ac- 
knowledge Him, and He shall direct thj paths. 7. Be not wise in thine own 
eyes : fear the Lord, and depart from eyu. 8. It shall be health to thy nayel, 
and marrow to thy bones. 9. Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with 
tiie firstfruits of all thine increase : 10. So shall thy bams be filled with 
pleniy, and thj presses shall burst out with new wine. 11. My son, despise 
not the chastening of the Lobd ; neither be weary of His correction : 12. For 
whom the Lord loreth He correcteth ; eyen as a £Ebther the son in whom he 
delighteth. 13. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that 
getteth imderstanding. 14. For the merchandise of it is better than the 
merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 15. She is more 
precious than rubies : and all the things thou canst desire are not to be com- 
pared unto her. 16. Length of days is in her right hand ; and in her left 
hand riches and honour. 17. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace. 18. She is a tree of Ufe to them that lay hold upon her : and 
happy is every one that retaineth her. 19. The Lobd by wisdom hath founded 
the earth ; by understanding hath He established the heavens. 20. By His 
knowledge toe depths are broken up, aftd the clouds drop down the dew. 
21. My son, let not them depart from thine eyes : keep sound wisdom and 
discretion : 22. So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 



be always closely present with 
thee, adorning thee liKe a precious 
chain round thy neck. There is 
a climax here : let mercy and trutii 
be with thee as companions, closely 
joined to thee like a necklace, 
written on thy heart. 

4. Good understanding. The 
being seen to be good. The phrase 
in the ori^al means, That man- 
ner of life by which a man is 
shown to be virtuous. 

7. Be not wise, Rom. xii. 16. 

8. It shall give thee a sound 
mind in a sound body. 

9. Honovr the Lord. Alms 
given to His brethren are given 
to Christ. S. Matt. xxv. 40. 
The duty of giving tithes also is 
here enjoined. 

11, 12. Heb. xii. 5, 6, which 
passage forms the Epistle in the 
OflBce for the Communion of the 
Sick. 

14. Merchandise. Trade, or 
traffic. It is better to pay a price 
for wisdom than for silver. 



15. Rubies. Perhaps better, 
"Pearls." Comp. 8. Matt. xiii. 
44—46. 

16. Wisdom is represented as a 
queen holding fortn jjresenta to 
her subjects, — the choicest, even 
eternal life, in her right hand, the 
lower blessings of this world in 
her left. 

18. A tree of life. Ipae the 
lost tree in Paradise, giving man 
life, health, and immortality ; and 
every one who wiU, may take hold 
of her. 

19. By wisdom. By His Word. 

20. lyie depths. The hidden 
springs burst forth. 

21. Them. The precepts of wis- 
dom. 

JEyes. Of the mind rather than 
of the body. Let not the sight of 
other things drive away the me- 
mory of wisdom's laws and max- 
ims. 

Sound wisdom. See on ii. 7. 

22. Grace. See on i. 9. 
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23. GRien shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. 

24. When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid : yea^ thou shalt lie down, 
and thy sleep shall be sweet. 25. Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of 
the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. 26. For the Lobd sh^ be 
thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken. 27. Withhold not 
good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to 
do it. 28. Say not unto thy neighbour, Gh>, and come again, and to-morrow 
I will giye ; when thou hast it by thee. 29. Devise not evil against thy 
neighbour, seeine he dwelleth securely by thee. 30. Striye not with a man 
without cause, if he haye done thee no harm. 31. Eniry thou not the op- 
pressor, and choose none of his wa^s. 32. For the m)ward is abomina- 
tion to the Lobd : but His secret is with the righteous. 33. The curse of the 
Lobd is in the house of the wicked : but He blesseth the habitation of the just. 

34. Surely He scometh the scorners : but He giyeth grace unto the lowly. 

35. The wise shall inherit glory : but shame shall be the promotion of fools. 



25. Be not afraid. Another re- 
ward of wisdom in the form of a 
command. 

27. Good, Acts of charity and 
mercy. 

29. Secwrely- Seeing he has 
no mistrust of thee and relies on 
thy -virtue. 

30. Strive. Beferring chiefly 
to litigation. 

31. The oppressor. I.e., when 
thou seest him prosperous. Comp. 
Ps. xxxvii 1, 7. 



32. Sis secret. The mystery 
of the prosperity of the wicked is 
understood by the righteous. Ps. 
XXV. 14. See S. Matt. xiii. 11 ; 
S. John XV. 16. 

34. Quoted from the Septuagint 
version by S. James, iv. 6, and 1 
S. Pet. V. 6. 

36. Glory here and hereafter is 
the peculiar inheritance and dowry 
of tne wise ; shame is the only in- 
heritance which fools, when high- 
est exalted, shall obtain. 



TWENTY-THIED SUNDAY AFTEE TEESTITY. 

MoBNTNa. Proverbs xi. 

From chap. x. to xxiv. inclusive, are contained the theorems of the doctrine 
of morality, Proverbs proper. Vices and virtues are set in opposition and 
compared together, that so their difference may appear the more plainly and 
convincingly. Secondary motives are set forth as well as high ones, because 
they are necessary for the mass of mankind, and lead on to better principles. 

1. A false balance is abomination to the JjOSD : but a just weight is His 
delight. 2. When pride cometh, then cometh shame ; but with the lowly is 
wisdom. 3. The integrity of ttie upright shall guide them : but the perverse- 
ness of transgressors shall destroy them. 4. Biches profit not in the day of 
wrath : but righteousness delivereth &om death. 6. The righteousness of the 



1. A false balcmce. This in- 
cludes all kinds of fraud and in- 
justice. 

2. Zowl^. S. Matt xi. 25: 



" Thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes.'* 
4. Bighteousness. They alone 
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perfect shall direct bis way : bnt the wicked shall full by his own wickedness. 
6. The righteoasness of the upright shall deUyer them : bnt transgreesors shall 
be taken in their own naughtiness. 7. When a wicked man dietb, his expec- 
tation shall perish : and the hope of unjust men perisheth. 8. The righteous 
is deliyered out of trouble, and the wicted cometh in his stead. 9. An hypo- 
crite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour : but through knowledge shall 
the just be deliyered. 10. When it goeth well with the righteous, the city 
reioioeth : and when the wicked perish, there is shouting. 11. By the blessing 
01 the upright Uie city is exalted : but it is oyerthrown by the mouth of the 
wicked. 12. He that is yoid of wisdom despiseth his neighbour : but a man 
of understanding holdeth his peace. 13. A talebearer reyealeth secrets : but 
he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter. 14. Where no counsel is, 
the people &11 : but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. 15. He 
that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it : and he that hateth suretiship is 
sure. 16. A gracious woman retaaneth honour : and strong men retain riches. 
17. The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel 
troubleth his own flesh. 18. The wicked worketh a deceitful work : but to 
him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward. 19. As righteousness 
tendeth to Hfe: so he that pursueth eyil pursueth it to his own death. 
20. They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the Lobd : bnt such 
as are upright in their way are His delight. 21. Though hand join in hand, 



who are clothed in the righteous- 
ness of Cheist shall be delivered 
from eternal death in the " day of 
wrath." Comp. Gen. vii. 1. Righ- 
teotcsness is sometimes taken for 
Almsgiving, as Dan. iv. 27. 

7. iJxpectation. His expecta- 
tions are bounded by this worid, 
and death puts an end to them. 

JPerishetkf i.e., in death. 

8. In.his stead. The wicked fall 
into the pit which they have made 
for the righteous. Comp. eh. xxi. 
18. Or, though the righteous be 
in distress for a time and the 
evil are prosperous, yet the time 
shall come when the latter shall 
suffer ill, receiving the reward of 
their wickedness. See on Isa. 
xliii. 3. 

9. Destroyeth, Seduces, de- 
ceives into fatal error. 

Knowledge, i.e., of duty and 
true religion. The verse is true 
of the attempts of heretics, which 
are powerless against the Church- 
man s well grounded faith, 

11. The reason of ver. 10. 



The blessing. Their interces- 
sion, and the favour of God shown 
for their sake. 

Mouth of the ioicJced. Cursing, 
or evil counsel. 

12. Despiseth, I.e., speaiks scorn- 
fully, ridicules. 

Holdeth his peace, about his 
neighbour's faults. Charity "bear- 
eth," i.e., covereth, or endureth 
«aU things." 1 Cor. xiii. 7. 

16. As a woman obtains honour 
by her beauty and virtue, so men 
obtain wealth by their strength 
and industry. 

17. The merciful man, dispens- 
ing his substance liberally, bene- 
fits himself and all around him; 
the niggard (cruel) not only does 
no acts of kindness to others, but 
stints even himself. 

18. Deceitful, That cannot be 
relied upon, that will deceive ex- 
pectation, opj)osed to the sure re* 
ward of the righteous. 

21. Hajid join in hand. Allud- 
ing; to the striking of hands to 
take an oath or to complete a 
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tlie wicked shall not be unpuniBlied : but the seed of the righteous shall be 
delivered. 22. As a jewel of gold in a swine's snoiit, so is a &r woman which 
is without discretion. 23. The desire of the righteous is only good : but the 
expectation of the wicked is wrath. 24. There is that scattereth, and yet 
increaseth ; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet^ but it tendeth to 
poverty. 25. The liberal soul shall be made fat : and he that watereth shall 
be watered also himself. 26. He that withholdeth com, the people shall curse 
him : but blessing shall be upon the head of him that fielleth it. 27. He that 
diligently seeketh good procureth favour : but he that seeketh mischief^ it shall 
come unto him. 28. He that trusteth in his riches shall &I1 : but the righ- 
teous shall flourish as a branch. 29. He that troubleth his own house shAll 
inherit the wind : and the fool shall be servant to the wise of he«*t. 30. The 
fruit of the righteous is a tree of life ; and he that winneth souls is wise. 
31. Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth : mueh more the 
wicked and the sinner. 



bargain. " Though the wicked 
strengthen himselfby leagues, and 
alliances, and family connections.*' 
The banding together of the wick- 
ed is contrasted with the seed^ the 
friends, family, and posterity of 
the righteous. 

22. A 8wvne*8 snout Alluding 
to the use of nose-rings among 
Eastern nations. Beauty without 
modesty is as incongruous as a 
jewel in a pig's nostru. 

23. All tnat the righteous desire 
is good ; the wicked wish and ex- 
pect only to vent their wrath and 
malice. Or, spiritually, good is 
happiness in heaven ; tvrath is the 
anger of God, as Bom. ii. 8, 9 ; 
JLeb. X. 27. 

24. That scattereth. Giveth 
alms. Met., from sowing. 

Withholdeth, From the poor. 

25. 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7 : " This I say, 
He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly ; and he which 
soweth bountifmly shall reap also 
bountifully. Every man accord- 
ing as he purposeth in his heart, 
so let him give ; not grudgingly, 
or of necessity : for God lovetk a 
cheerful giver." Comp. S. Matt. 
X. 42. 

26. Withholdeth com. Hoards 



it up in a time of scarcity in order 
to raise the price. A warning to 
priests, the dispensers of God's 
Word and Sacraments. 

29. Troubleth, Either by caus- 
ing discord and quarrels, or by 
squandering his property. 

Shall inherit the wind. Shall 
be reduced to poverty, shall lose 
his hopes. 

30. Is a tree. I.e., is the fruit 
of a tree of life. (Gen. ii. 9.) This 
tree, mystically, is wisdom. Ch. 
iii. 18. 

Winneth souls. To God, by ex- 
ample or precept. The righteous 
is like the tree of life in Eden, 
bringing forth fair fruits, which 
attract all men unto them. 

Is wise, Dan. xii. 3: "They 
that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament ; and 
they that turn many to righteous- 
ness as the stars for ever and 
ever." 

31. If the good are punished 
for their faults in this world, what 
shall be the punishment of the 
wicked both here and hereafter? 
1 S. Pet. iv. 18, from Septuagint : 
" If the righteous scarcely be 
saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear P" 



p 2 



316 



TWXVTT-THXBD SVKDAY A7TBB TUIKITT. 



Eynmro. FroForbs zii. 

1. Whoao loyeth instraotion loveth knowledge : but he that hateth leproof 
is bratish. 2. A good man obtaineth favour of the LoBD : but a man of wicked 
derioes will He condemn. 3. A man shall not be established by wickedness: 
but the root of the righteous shall not be moved. 4. A virtuous woman is a , 
crown to her husband : but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his 
bones. 5. The thoughts of the righteous are right : but the counsels of the 
wicked are deceit. 6. The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood : 
but the 'mouth of the upright shall deliver them. 7. The wicked are over- 
thrown, and are not : but the house of the righteous shall stand. 8. A man 
shall be commended according to his wisdom : but he that is of a perverse 
heart shall be despised. 9. He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better 
than he that honoureth himself and lacketh bread. 10. A righteous man re- 

rieth the Ufe of his beast : but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel 
He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread : but he that followetb 
vain persons is void of imderstanding. 12. The wicked desireth the net of 
evil men : but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 13. The wicked is 
snared by the transgression of his lips j but the just shall come out of trouble. 
14. A man shall be satisfied with good by the miit of his mouth : and the re- 
compence of a man's hands shall be rendered imto him. 15. The way of a 
fool is right in his own eyes : but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise. 

16. A fooFs wrath is presently known : but a prudent man covereth shame. 

17. He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness : but a false witness 
deceit. 18. There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword : but the 
tongue of the wise is health. 19. The lip of trutii shall be established for ever : 



2. Favour, Grrace upon grace, 
so that from good he may attain 
to better, 

3. Hoot, The just is rooted in 
Ghbist. 

4. Is as rottenness. Is an in- 
curable grief and trouble. 

6. The mouth. The good advice 
of good men shall delvoer them 
whom the wicked seek to destroy. 

7. And are not, Ps. xxxvii. 35, 
36 : "I have seen the wicked in 
great power, and spreading him- 
self lite a green bay tree. Yet 
he passed away, and, lo, he was 
not : yea, I sought him, but he 
could not be found." 

9. Happier is he who makes no 
show abroad, and jet has servants 
at home to do his bidding, than 
he who appears in great pomp 
and splendour, while at home he 
has scarce bread to eat. Others 



poor 



translate: "Better is the 
man who waits on himself." 

10. The tender mercies. Their 
very acts of kindness are done in 
a harsh manner, or are only a pre- 
tence to cover their real designs. 

11. Vam. Idle. 

12. The net. The craft, the arts. 
On the other hand, the root of the 
righteous yieldeth fruit without 
any such evil arts. 

13. Shall come out. Because 
he takes heed to his words. 

14. A man's words and works 
shall meet with merciful retribu- 
tion. Or, he who by kind word 
and deed comforts the afflicted 
shall be rewarded by God. Com- 
pare xiii. 2. 

16, Covereth shame. Pardons, 
or conceals, an injury done to him. 

18. Like, &c., calumniously, 
bitterly. 
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bail a lying tongue is but for a moment. 20. Deceit ib in the heart of them 
that imagine ei^ : bnt to the coimsellors of peace is joj. 21. There shall no 
evil happen to the jnst : bnt tbiB wicked shall be filled with mischief. 22. Jjyvag 
lips are abomination to the Lobd : but they that deal truly are His delight. 
23. A prudent man concealeth knowledge : but the heart of fools proolaimeth 
foolishness. 24. The hand of the diligent shall bear rule : but the slothful 
shaU be under tribute. 25. Heayiness in the heart of man maketh it stoop : 
but a ^d word maketh it glad. 26. The righteous is more excellent than 
his neighbour : but the way of the wicked seduceth them. . 27. The slothful 
man roasteth not that which ne took in hunting : but the substance of a diligent 
man is precious. 28. In the way of righteousness is life : and in the pathway 
thereof there is no death. 

19. For a moment. Is soon de- 
tected, and loses all weight. 

20. Deceit, and the pains and 
anxieties that come therewith, con- 
trasted with the joy of heart and 
quiet of conscience that peace- 
makers feel. 

21. No evil. Nothing that is 
really an evil. Eom. viii. 28. 

23. Concealeth, Does not blurt 
out all he knows. JProclaimeth. z». i5otn clauses or tne verse 
Betrays their folly.' 

24. Mystically: the active, faith- 



ful Christian gets the mastery 
over his lusts; the slothi^ is in 
bondage to Satan. 

26. More excellent. Because 
righteousness is better than all 
earthly glory. 

27. Roasteth not. Loses the 
fruit of his labour. 

Is precious. Is stable and 
valued. 

28. Both clauses of the 
express similar notions. 



TWENTY-FOUETH SUNDAY AFTEE TRINITY. 

MOBNIKG. Proverbs xiii 

1. A wise son heareth his father's instruction : but a scomer heareth not 
rebuke. 2. A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth : but the soul of 
the transgressors shall eat viol^ce. 3. He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his 
life : but he that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction. 4. The soul of 
the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing : but the soul of the diligent shall be 
made &t. 5. A righteous man hateth lying : but a wicked man is loathsome, 
and Cometh to shame. 6. Bighteousness keepeth him that is upright in the 
way : but wickedness oyerthroweth the sinner. 7. There is that maketh him- 



2. The man who has used his 
tongue for good shall reap a rich 
reward: but he who has aBused 
the power of speech shall be 

Sunisned for the mischief he has 
one. See on xii. 14. 
4. Desireth only, doth not will 
and work. Compare Ch. xxi. 
26,26. 



5. A wicked man, A liar. 

6. In the way, i.e., keepeth in 
the right way. 

7. Maketh, Pretends, assumes 
the appearance of. So that the 
verse means, that we must not 
judge by outward appearance. 
Others say the meaning is : Some 
are content, though they have no- 
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self rich, T«t hath nothmg : there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great 
lichee. 8. The ransom of a man's U& are his riches : but the poor heareth 
not rebuke. 9. The light of the righteous re}oiceth : but the lainp of the 
wicked shall be pat out. 10. Only by pride oometh contention : but -with the 
well adtised is wisdom. 11, Wealth gotten by Tanity shall be diminished : 
but he that gathereth by labour shall increase. X2. Hope deferred maketh 
tilie heart sick : but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life. 13. Whoso 
despiseth the word shall be destroyed : but he that ieareth the commandment 
shall be rewarded. 14. The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart 
from the snares of death. 15. Gk>od understanding giyeth &your : but the 
way of transgressors is hard. 16. Eyei^ prudent man dealeth with know- 
ledge : but a fool layeth open his folly. 17. A wicked messenger fidleth into 
mischief: but a faithful ambassador is health. 18. Poverty and shame shall 
be to him that refuseth instruction : but he that regardeth reproof shall be 
honoured. 19. The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul : but it is abomi- 
nation to fools to depart from eyiL 20. He that walketh with wise men shall 
be wise : but a companion of fools shall be' destroyed. 21. EtH pursueth sin- 
ners : but to the righteous good shall be repayed. 22. A good man leayeth 
an inheritance to his childrrai's children : and the wealth of the sinner is laid 
up for the just. 23. Much food is in the tillage of the poor : but there is that 



thing; others are wasteful and 
always poor, though they have 
much wealth. Mystically, Dives 
in the parable (S. Luke xvi.) was 
poor, and Lazarus rich. 

8. A rich man has often to ran- 
som his life by paying money to 
escape the consequences of crmies 
charged against him ; but no one 
thinks it worth while to bring ac- 
cusations against a poor man. 
Ecdes. vii. 12 : " Money is a de- 
fence." 

9. The liffht. The excellence, 
grace, happmess. Rejoiceth, them- 
selves and others; or passively, 
shineth brighter and brighter. 
Observe : Light is contrasted with 
lamp. 

10. Pride leads to rivalry and 
strife ; humility {the well advised) 
produces peace and concord {wis' 
dam). Such metonymy is common 
in the Proverbs. 

11. JBv vanity. By evil prac- 
tices. So there is no royal road 
either to holiness or to learning. 

12. Is a tree of life. Revivmg, 
strengthening, rejoicing. Com- 
pare ver. 19. 



13. The word. Of God. Some 
good work enjoined by God. 

14. Of the wise. Which the 
wise man teaches and fulfils. Tina 
law leads to life and happiness 
here and hereafter, " having pro- 
mise of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come." 1 Tim. 
iv. 8. Compare S. John v. 24. 

15. Good understanding . Wise 
and pious discipline and behaviour. 

Giveth favour. Makes one ac- 
ceptable with God and man. 

The way. The life and doctrine. 
Is hard. l)ifficult and destructive. 

16. Dealeth. Acts with fore- 
thought. Layeth open. By the 
way in which he acts. 

17. Is health. Brings safety 
and strength. A word to preachers. 

19. The obtaining of righteous 
ends (which is their desire) is sweet 
to the soul of good men ; but to 
leave off from evil and to accom- 
plish some good purpose, is hateful 
to fools, wicked men. 

22. ibr the just. Bifhteous 
strangers. Compare the Parable 
of the husbandmen, S. Matt. zxi. 

23. Is in the tillage qf the poor. 
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is destroyed for want of judgment. 24. He that Bpareth his rod hateth his 
son: but he that loyeth him chasteneth him betimes. 25. The righteous 
eateih to the satisfying of his soul : but the belly of the wicked shall want. 



Because they labour with dili- 
gence and skill. Want ofjuda- 
ment. Lack of knowledge of the 
laws of agriculture. Mystically, 
the tillage of the jpoor is alms- 
doing. 



24. Sateth, Acts as though 
he hated. 

25. Shall ioant. Because they 
are greedy and insatiable, and be- 
cause God does not prosper ^eir 
imdertakings. 



EvBNnro. Proverbs xiy. 

1. Eyenr wise woman buildeth her house : but the foolish pluoketh it down 
with her hands. 2. He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the Lokd : 
but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth Him. 3. In the mouth of the 
foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall preserve them. 4. Where 
no oxen are, the crib is clean : but much increase is by the strength of the ox. 
B. A fiuthfol witness will not He : but a false witness will utter lies. 6. A 
scomer seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not : but knowledge is easy unto him 
that understandeth. 7. Gb from the presence of a foolish man, when thou 
perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge. 8. The wisdom of the prudent 
IS to understand his way : but the folly of fools is deceit. 9. Fools make a 
mock at sin : but among the righteous there is &vour. 10. The heart knoweth 
his own bitterness : and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. 11. The 
house of the wicked shall be overthrown : but the tabernacle of the upright 
shall flourish. 12. There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death. 13. Even in laughter the heart is sorrow- 
ful : and the end of that mirth is heaviness. 14. The backslider in heart shaU 



1. Buildeth her house. Manages 
her family well, and increases its 
wealth and virtue. Compare Buth 
iv. 11. Mysticallj, this verse is ful- 
filled in the Christian Church and 
the Synagogue of the Jews. 

2. jFeareth, Proves by his life 
that he fears the Lobd. Despiseth 
Sim, the Lobd. 

3. A rod qf fvide, A scourge 
for pride, especially for their own 
pride. 

4. Clean, Empty, without food. 
Oxen were used for ploughing 
and liireshing. 

6. Will utter. Will breathe 
out, speak lies with every breath 
he takes. 

8. His way. What he is doing, 
and what he ought to do. The folly , 



that which stands in the place of 
wisdom to fools. Deceit, self- 
deceit. 

9. Make a mock at sin, Eidi- 
cule the sins of others, and so ex- 
cite ill feeling; but good men 
never laugh at one who has fallen 
into sin, but are eentle and patient 
with lum, and thus conciliate 
favour, sood will. 

11. The house cf the loicked, 
House, because he makes tlak 
world his home. Tabernacle, or 
tent, because the good man knows 
he is only a sojourner and pilgrim 
here. 

13.. This verse refers to the 
pleasures of the wicked. 

14. He that relapses into sin 
shall soon be doyed with his evil 
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be filled with his own ways : and a good man shall be satisfied firom liiTtiaftlf- 
15. The simple belieyeth eyery word : but the pradent man looketh well to his 
going. 16. A wise man feareth, and departeth from eril : bat the fool rageth, 
and is confident. 17. He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly : and a man of 
widked deyices is hated. 18. The simple mhent folly : but the pradent are 
crowned with knowledge. 19. The evil bow before the good : and the wicked 
at the gates of the ri^teoos. 20. The poor is hated eyen of his own neigh- 
bour : but the rich hath many friends. Zl. He that despiseth his neighbour 
sinneth : but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he. 22. Do tniBy not 
err that deyise eril P but mercy and truth shall be to them that deWse good. 
23. In all labour there is profit : but the talk of the lips tendeth only to 
penury* 24. The crown of the wise is their riches : but the foolishness of 
rools IS folly. 25. A true witness deliyereth souls : but a deceitful witness 
speaketh lies. 26. In the fear of the Lobd is strong confidence : and his 
children shall have a place of refuge, 27. The fear of 3ie Lobd is a fountain 
of life, to depart from the snares of death. 28. In the multitude of people is 
the king's honour : but in the want of people is the destruction of the prinoe. 
29. He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding : but he that is hasty 
of spirit exalteth folly. 30. A sound heart is the life of the flesh *. but enyy 
the rottenness of the bones. 31. He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his 
Maker : but he that honoureth Him hath mercy on the poor. 32. The wicked 
is driven away in his wickedness : but the righteous hath hope in his death. 
33. Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding : but that 
which is in the midst of fools is made known. 34. Bighteousness exalteth a 
nation : but sin is a reproach to any people. 35. The long's fsiYoar is toward 
a wise seryant : but his wrath is against him that causeth shame. 



pleasures, or shall Buffer the pe- 
nalty of them ; but a consistently 
good man shaU find comfort and 
rest in his quiet conscience and 
his heart fuU of God. 

16. Simple, inexperienced, silly. 
So ver. 18. 

^1. Sis neighbour. Because he 
is poor, ver. 20. 

22. £!rr. From the w^ of 
right and salvation. Truth, (Jod's 
faithfolness to His promises. 

23. Talk. Idle talk without 
labour. 

24. Eiches in a wise man's 
hands are a crown and glory to 
him ; but the only crown wnich 
fools have {the foolishness per me- 
tonymy is folly. 

25. Fulfilled in Chbist (Eev. 
i. 5,) and anti-Christ ; in faithful 
preachers and heretical. 

26. The fear of the Lobd pro- 



duces in a man strength and con- 
fidence, and his children (either 
the Lobd's children, or those of 
the man who fears God) shall have 
the Lobd for their refuge. 

27. See on xiii. 14. 

29. £!xalteth. Exposes, betrays 
his folly. 

90. Sound heart. Free &om 
evil passions, envy, anger, &c. 

32. The wicked is cut off in the 
midst of his wickedness, and so 
dies without hope: but the righ- 
teous, Sfc. 

33. A wise man keeps his wis- 
dom in his heart till an occasion 
for its exercise arrives ; but a fool, 
if he knows anything, can never 
contain his knowledge. 

35. K this be the case with 
earthly kings, how much more so 
with God, Who is King of kings I 
See S. Matt. xxiv. 45—51. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTEE TBINITY. 

MoBNTNG. Proverbs zt. 

1. A soft answer tumeth away wrath : but grievous words stir up anger. 
2. The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright : but the mouth of fools 
poureth out foolishness. 3. The eyes of the Lobd are in every place, be- 
holding the evil and the good. 4. A wholesome tongue is a tree oi life : but 
perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit. 5. A fool despiseth his father^s 
instruction : but he that regardeth reproof is prudent. 6. In the house of 
the righteous is much treasure : but in the revenues of the wicked is trouble. 
7. The Hps of the wise disperse knowledge : but the heart of the foolish doeth 
not BO. 8. The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lobd : but 
the prayer of the upright is His delight. 9. The way of the wicked is an 
abomination unto the Lobd : but He loveth him that followeth after righteous- 
ness. 10. Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way : and he 
tibat hateth reproof shall cue. 11. Hell and destruction are before the Lobd : 
how much more then the hearts of the children of men P 12. A scomer loveth 
not one that reproveth him*: neither will he go unto the wise. 13. A meny 
heart maketh a cheerful countenance : but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is 
broken. 14. The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge : 
but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness. 15. All the days of the afflicted 
are evil : but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast. 16. Better is 
little with the fear of the Lobd than great treasure and trouble therewith. 
17. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred 
therewith. • 18. A wrathful man stirreth up strife : but he that is slow to 
anger appeaseth strife. 19. The way of the slothfal man is as an hedge of 
thorns : but the way of the righteous ia made plain. 20. A wise son maketh 
a glad &ther : but a foolish man despiseth his mother. 21. FoUy is joy to 
him that is destitute of wisdom : but a man of understanding walketh uprigntly . 
22. Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of 
counsellors they are established. 23. A man hath joy by the answer of his 

11. Compare ver. 3. Mell and 
destruction, the grave that devours 
all. Or, hell is the abode of the 
departed; destruction, the place 
of the damned. 

15. Afflicted, One who lets 
himself DO overcome by sorrow, 
or whose conscience is disquieted. 
Merry, Cheerful, with heart at 
rest. 

17. Stalled, Kept and fattened 
in a stall. . 

19. As an hedge. Full of obsta- 
cles and causes of delay. 

21. WalJceth u^prignihf. And 
finds ids joy in lus righteous 
walk. 

23. Every one rejoices in his 
3 



2. Aright, Li the right time, 
place, and manner. Foureth out. 
Anywhere and anywise. 

4. A wholesome tongue, " Heb. 
'Hie healing of the tongue.*" 
Marg. A tongue that sootl^s, 
heals, and encourages. Iherein, 
In the tongue. Is a breach. 
Hurts, wounds. 

6. Mystically, the righteous lay 
up treasure in heaven : the wicked 
bring only trouble on themselves 
by me way in which they use 
tneir wealth. 

10. Me that hateth. He who 
not only forsaketh the way of life, 
but hateth God's merciful reproof, 
shall die in his sins. 
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mouth : and a word spoken in due season, how good is it ! 24. The vncy of 
life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath. 2S. The Loud 
will destroy the house of the proud : but He will establish the border of the 
widow. M. The tiioughts or the wicked are an abomination to the liOBD : 
but the words of the pure are pleasant words. 27. He that is gieedy of gain 
troubleth his own house : but ne that hateth gifts shall live. 28. The l^art 
of the righteous studieth to answer : but the mouth of the wicked pourath out 
evil thii^. 29. The Lobd is &r from the wicked : but he heareth the prayer 
of the righteous. 30. The light of the eyes rejoioeth the heart: and a eood 
re^rt nmketh the bones &t. 31. The ear that heareth the reproof of life 
abideth among the wise. 32. He that refnseth instruction despiseth his own 
soul : but he mat heareth reproof getteth understanding. 33. The fiaar of the 
IjOBD is the instruction of wisdom : and before honour is humility. 



own opinion and prefers it to that 
of others ; bnt that which is sea- 
sonable and apposite is the only 
good ioard, 

24. The wise go on the way of 
life seeking those things which are 
above. Phil. iii. 20; Col. iii. 1. 

25. The border. The landmark. 
Ps. cxlvi. 9. 

26. The thoughts. And there- 
fore, the words ; for " out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth 

S)eaketh.'* S. Matt. xii. 34; 
ompare ib. xv. 19, 20. 

27. Troubleth. Compare the 



caseof Achan. Jo8h.Yii. 25; see 
also 2 Kings V. 27. 

Crafts, bribes. A particular 
species of avarice put for the vice 
in general. 

&. Studieth. Considers, re- 
flects, before he answers. 

30. Good news is as soothing as 
the light of day. 

31. I%e reproof qf life. Life- 
giving, salutary reproof. 

. 33. Is the instruction. Teaches 
true wisdom. Sumility, Espe- 
cially, teachableness. S. Matt 
xviii. 4 ; xxiii. 12 ; v. 3. 



EvEKnra. Proverbs xvi. 

1. The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is 
from the Lo:bd. 2. All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes ; but the 
Lobd weigheth the spirits. 3. Commit thy works unto the Lobd, and thy 
thoughts shall be established. 4. The Lobd hath made all things for Him- 



1. Some translate: "It is of 
man to dispose the heart, and of 
the Lobd to govern the tonsne, 
i.e., Man arranges his thoughts, 
but God alone gives him power 
to speak: them. Compare the case 
of JBalaam. Numb. xxii. 38; 
xxiii. 26, &c. 

2. The spirits. The inward feel- 
ings, motives, dispositions. 

3. Shall be established. Your 
wishes shall be accomplished. Ps. 
xxxvii. 5. 



•d. For Himself. For His Own 
glory. Even the wicked, i.e., 
" Yea, He hath made for Himself, 
to show His glory, even the wicked 
who are reserved for destruction." 
If God decrees their damnation, 
it is because He foresees their 
sins. Eom. ix. 22, 23 : " What if 
God, willing to show His wrath, 
and to make His power known, en- 
dured with much longsuffering the 
vessels of wrath fitted to destruc- 
tion: and that He might make 
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self: yea, even the ^ncked for the day of e?il. S. Ererj one that is proud in 
heart is an ahomination to the LosD : though hand join in hand, he shall not 
be unpunished. 6. Bj mercy and truth iniquity is purged : and by the fear 
of the LoBD men depit from eviL 7. When a man's -ways please the Lobd, 
He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. 8. Better is a little 
with righteousness than great revenues without right. 9. A man*s heart de- 
Tiseth his way : but the Lobd directeth his steps. 10. A divine sentence is in 
the lips of the king : his mouth transgresseth not in judgment. 11. A just 
weight and balance are the Lobd's : aJl the weights of the bag are His work. 
12. It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness : for the throne is 
established by righteousness. &, Bighteous lips are the deUght of kings : 
and they love him that speaketh right. 14. The wrath of a kmg is as mes- 
sengers of death : but a wise man wHl pacify it. 15. In the light of the king's 
countenance is life ; and his £Eivour is as a cloud of the latter rain. 16. How 
much better is it to get wisdom than gold P and to get understanding rather 
to be chosen than silver ? 17. The highway of the upright is to depart from 
evil : he that keepeth his way preserveth ids soul. 18. Pride goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit before a &U. 19. Better it is to be of an' 
humble spirit with the lowly, uian to divide the spoil with the proud. 20. He 
that handleth a matter wisely shall find good : and whoso trusteth in the Lobd, 
happy is he. 21. The wise in heart shall be called prudent : and the sweet- 
ness of the lips increaseth learning. 22. XTnderstemding is a wellspring of 
life unto him tnat hath it : but the instruction of fools is foUy. 23. The heart 



known the riches of His glory on 
the vessels of mercy, which He 
had afore prepared unto glory P" 
Compare !c)xod. ix. 16, and note ; 
Bom. ix. 17. 

6. HaruLjoin in hcmcL See on 
Chap. xi. 21. 

6. Mercy. Alms-doing. IHtth. 
Good works, acts of obedience. 
Theseare said to "purgeiniquity," 
because being done in and through 
Chbist they have infinite value, 
and are appointed means of ap- 
plying to our sovQs His precious 
Blood. Dan. iv. 27; S. Luke 
xi. 41. 

The fear of the Lord, Mercy 
and truth purge past sin : the fear 
of God preserves from future sin. 

7. At peace. So Solomon's 
reign, while he pleased the Lobd, 
was peacefrd. 

9. We need not only preventing 
grace, but actual supporting grace 
also. Phil. ii. 13. 

10. Kings' commands are to be 
obeyed as the oracles of God. 



They are God's vicars. Bom. 
xiii. 1, 2. We may refer the verse 
to Chbist, as Psaun Ixxii. 1, 2. 

11. Sis work. And therefore are 
not to be dealt with fraudulently. 

14. Is as messengers. Strikes 
as much terror as the approach of 
the executioner to a condemned 
person. Compare 1 Kings ii. 25. 

15. Latter rain. In spring. 
See on Joel ii. 23. 

19. Littie leanung with humt 
lity is better than great knowledge 
with pride. 

20. Worldly prudence conducts 
a matter well ; out trust in God 
is blessed. Ps. cxlvi. 5. 

21. Sweetness of the lips. Elo- 
quence and ^race in ^pressing or 
enforcing wisdom. He who nas 
wisdom in his heart is prudent ; 
but he who teaches it to others elo- 
quently increases his own learning 
and dinuses it around. See ver. 
23. 

22. Instruction of fools. That 
which fools teach. 
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of the wise teaoheth his inoaih» and addeth learning to his lips. 84. Pleasant 
words axe as an honeyoomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. 
25. There is a wa^ that seemeth right nnto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death. 26. He that laboivethr laboureth to himself; for his month 
crareth it of him. 27. An ungodly man diggeth up evil : and in his lips there 
is as a burning fire. 28. A froward man soweth strife: and a wnisperer 
ateth chief friends. 29. Ariolent man entioeth his neighbour, and lead* 
him into the way that is not good. 30. He shutteth ms eyes to devise 
froward thmgs : moTing his Ups he bringeth evil to nass. 31. The hoaiy 
' ' y, if it be found in the way of righteousness. 32. He 



head is a crown of gl< . 

that is slow to anger is lietter than the mighty $ uid he'that mleth bis spirit 
than he that taketh a city. 33. The lot is cast into the lap : but the whole 
disposing thereof is of the hossy. 



separati 
eth bin 



23. See ver. 21 and note. Com- 
pare S. Matt. xii. 34, 35. 

26. Oraveth, "Urgeth bim." 
Man is compelled to labour by 
bis bodily wants {his mouth). 

27. Jhageth up. Searches and 
labours tor. Fire, as S. James 
iii. 6. 



29. A violent man. A man of 
violence, as a robber ; or, a dieat, 
swindler. 

30. Shutteth his eyes. Abstracts 
his mind from eveij thing else. 
Moving, or " biting* Aw lips, i.e., 
being angry or reyengeM. 



TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTEB TRINITY. 
MosHiKO. FroTerbs xviL 

1. Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house fiiH of 
Sacrifices with strife* 2. A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth 
shame, and shall have part of the inheritance among the brethren. 3. The 
fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold : but the LosD trieth tho 
hearts. 4. A wicked doergiveth heed to&ibe lips ; and a liar giveth ear to 
a naughty tongue. 5. Whoso mocketh the 'poor reproaoheth his Maker: 
and he that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished. 6. Children's child- 
ren are the crown of old men $ and the gloiy of children are their fikthers. 
7. EzoeUent speech becometh not a fool : much less do lying Ups a prince. 



1. Sacrifices. Marg. : "Good 
cheer." AJter a victim was offered 
and slain as a peace-ofiPering, a cer- 
tain portion of it was eaten by the 
offerer and his family. So, better 
is the Eucharistic morsel than all 
the sacrifices of the old Law. 

3. As the refiner examines me- 
tals, so God examines and disco- 
vers the secrets of men's hearts. 

4. Evil men readily give heed 



to those of the same character Tvith 
themselves. 

6. Crown, The crown and re- 
ward of the old man's well-spent 
life is to see children's cbildrens 
the reward of virtuous children is 
to have their fathers still idive. 
Or, the virtue of parents and 
children redounds to the glory of 
each. 

7. BxceUent speech, . Grand 
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8. A gift is as a precious stooe in the eyes of him that hath it : whithersoerer 
it tnmeth, it prospereth. 9. He that coveteth a transgression seeketii love ; 
but he that repeateth a matter separateth yery friends. 10. A reproof entereth 
more into a wise man than an hundred stripes into a fool. 11. An evil man 
seeketh only rebeUion : therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him. 
12. Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his 
folly. 13. Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his 
house. 14. The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water : there- 
fore leave off contention, before it be meddled with. 15. He that justifieth 
the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination 
to the LoBD. 16. Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wis- 
dom, seeing he hath no heart to it ? 17. A friend loveth at all times, and 
a brother is bom for adversity. 18. A man void of imderstanding striketh 
hands, and becometh suretjf in the presence of his friend. 19. He loveth 
transgression that loveth strife : and he that exalteth his gate seeketh destruc- 
tion. 20. He that hath a froward heart findeth no good : and he that hath a 
perverse tongue falleth into mischief. 21. He that bogetteth a fool doeth it 
to his sorrow : and the &ther of a fool hath no joy. 22. A merry heart doeth 
good like a medicine : but a broken spirit drieth the bones. 23. A wicked 
man taketh a gift out of the bosom to pervert the ways of judgment. 24. Wis- 
dom is before him that hath understanding ; but the eyes of a fool are in the 
ends of the earth. 25. A foolish son is a grief to his fitther, and bitterness 



language, discourse on high mat- 
ters. 

8. A gift is very precious in the 
eyes of the receiver ; wherever it 
is bestowed, it sways a man this 
way or that, according to the 
giver's wishes. 

9, Covereth, Hides, does not 
publish, his neighbour's transgres- 
sion. 

Seeketh. "Procureth." 

11. Rebellion, Against all au- 
thority, hiunan and Divine. 

A cruel messenger. An execu- 
tioner, ch. xvi. 14. Or, Divine 
vengeance, as the **eviL angels" 
sent to punish Pharaoh. > Ps. 
IxrviH. 49 (P. B. Ver. 60.) 

12. A fool. Here, as always, 
an ungomy, reckless man. 

13. Shall not depart. Witness 
the condition of the Jews to this 
day. 

16. What use io a fool is the 
wealth with which he might ob* 
tain wisdom, since he has no heart 
fopitP 



18. Striketh hands. Engages 
for. Ch. vi. 1. Others translate, 
" Claps his hands," as it were con- 
^atmating himself and rejoicing, 
forgetful of the burden he nas laid 
upon himself. 

19. Loveth transgression. Be* 
cause many sins arise from strife 
and quarrels. 

Exalteth his gate. His house, 
part being put for the whole. This 
arrogancy is a common cause of 
strife. 

20. Fin^th no good. Eeceives 
no blessing. 

Into fnisohitf. Falls into evil, 
meets with punishment. 

22. Drieth the hones. Preys on 
the strength. 

23. Out <f the bosom. Secretly. 
The Jews carried their money m 
tiiie bosom of their dress. 

24. A wise man keeps his looks 
and thoughts ever fixed on wis- 
dom; a fool fixes his attention 
on nothing, or only on earthly 
things. 
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to hn Uiai bare him. 26. Also to punish the iuet is not good, nor to strike 
prinoes for equity. 27. He that hath knowledge spareth his words : and a 
man of understanding is of an exoellent spirit. 28. Even a fool, when he 
holde^ his peace, is oounted wise : and he tnat shutteth his lips is esteemed a 
man of understanding. 



26. Princes, Judges. The two 
evils are, punishing the innocenti 
and persecuting just judges. 



27. Excellent. Marg. : " of a 
cool spirit,** not soon angry, com- 
posed and quiet. 



ETXKiNa. ProTerbs xix. 

1. Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is {jerverse 
in his lips, and is a fool. 2. Also, that the soul be without knowledge, it is 
not good ; and he that hasteth with his feet sinneth. 3. The foolislmess of 
man perrerteth his waj : and his heart fretteth against the Lobd. 4. Wealth 
maketh many finends ; but the poor is separated from his neighbour. 5. A 
fidse witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall not es- 
cape. 6. Many will intreat the &your of the prince : and every man is a 
friend to him that giveth gifts. 7. All the brethren of the poor do hate 
hhn : how much more do his friends go fiu* from him P he pursueth them 
with words, yet they are wanting to him. 8. He that getteth wisdom loveth 
his owi'soul : he that keepeth imderstanding shall find good. 9. A false wit- 
ness shall not be unpunished, and he that s^^aketh lies shall perish. 10. De- 
light is not seemly for a fool : much less for a servant to have rule OTer 
prinoes. 11. The discretion of a man deferreth his anger ; and it is his glory 
to pass over a transgression. 12. The king's wrath is as the roaring of a Hon ; 
but his &vour is as dew upon the grass. 13. A foolish son is the calamity of 
his&ther: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping. 14. House 
and riches are the inheritance of &thers : and a prudent wife is nom the Lobd. 

15. Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep : and an idle soul shall sufiEbr hunger. 

16. He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul ; but he that 



1. Poverty is better than foUy. 
For poverty is consistent with in- 
te^ty, but folly produces only 
evil words and deeds. 

2. Sinneth. Stumbles, or misses 
the place on which he ought to 
have set his foot. The wise man 
waits and deliberates; the fool 
foUoweth his own desires without 
thought and sinneth. 

3. Fretteth. Blames GrOD for 
his own faults. 

6. Eepeated, ver. 9. 
8. Loveth. Proves that he cares 
for his soul. 

10. It is not seemly that a fool 



should be pampered, much less 
that a vile slave should domineer 
over princes. The fool deserves 
stripes rather than delight, and the 
slave ought to be in subjection. 
MystioaUy, a fool is evil concu- 
piscence; a servant the body; 
princes the soul and apirit. 

13. Continualdropping,^taough 
a defective roof, whicn in time lots 
the beams and renders the house 
iminhabitable. 

14. House and riches are trans- 
mitted from father to son, but a 
prudent wife is a special gift of 
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despiseth his ways ahall die. 17. He that hath pity npon the poor kndeth 
unto the Lobd ; and that whidi he hath giyen will He pay him asain. 18. 
Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy bouI spare for his crying. 
19. A man of great wrath shall suffer punishment : for if thou delirer him, 
yet thou must do it again. 20. Hear counsel, and receiye instruction, that 
thou mayeet be wise in thy latter end. 21. There are many devices in a man's 
heart ; nevertheless the counsel of the Lobd, that shall stand. 22. The de- 
sire of a man is his kindness : and a poor man is better than a liar. 23. The 
fear of the Lobd tendeth to life : and he that hath it shall abide satisfied ; he 
shall not be visited with evil. 24. A slothful man hideth his hand in his 
bosom, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again. 25. Smite a 
soomer, and the simple will beware : and reprove one that hath understanding, 
and he will understand knowledge. ''26. He that wasteth his father, and chas- 
eth away his mother, is a son that causeth shame, and brinseth reproach. 
27. Oease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err m>m the words 
of knowledge. 28. An ungodly witness scometh judgment : and the mouth 
of the wicked devoureth iniquity. 29. Judgments are prepared for soomers, 
and stripes for the back of fools. 



16. Despiseth. Neglects all care 
of his ways, minds not how reck- 
lesslj he nyes. 

17. See S. Matt. xxv. 40; x. 
42. 

19. A mem, &o. A wrathM, 
passionate man shall suffer trouble 
and punishment, and if you deliyer 
him once from the effects of his in- 
temperate conduct, you will soon 
have to do it again. 

22. I%e desire. A poor man's 
own desire (i.e., want) makes him 
kind and merciful to others. 

I%an a liar, who makes large 
promises, but does nothing. 

23. Satisfied. So that he can 
say, "I hAYO all and abound." 
Phil. iv. 18. 

JEviL Ps. xxvii. 1 : " The Lobd 
is my light and my salvation ; 
whom shall I fearP the Lobd is 
the strength of my life j of whom 



shall I be afraid P' See Bom. 
viii. 28. 

24. A slothful man is so lazy as 
to find the simplest act a trouole. 
Others translate, "putteth his 
himd in the dish." 

26. Smite. Punish severely the 
derider of religion, and it will be a 
lesson to the imprudent and silly. 
Comp. Titus i. 13. 

Reprove. With words only. 

26. That wasteth. Sobs, or re- 
duces to poverty. 

Chaseth away. Compels her to 
leave her home either by his in- 
solence or his extravagance. 

27. Wwds of knowledge. The 
precepts of rebgion, 

28. An ungodly witness despises 
justice, or the jud^ent of G-od, 
m ^ving false testunony. 

I)evowreth. The wicked are 
gluttons of crime. 



??W80n8 ||r0ptr kx Saints' gaas anl» Ifwaer 
|i0la §ag8. 

Thb Proper Lessons for Saints' Days are taten chiefly from lie 
Books of Solomon and the preceptive portion of the Apocryphal Scrip- 
tares, the Church designing to hold up to us the saints as examples of 
the highest morality and obedience — of persons who were " wise unto 
salvation," and whose lives are instances of the exercise of that hea« 
venly wisdom which is to be learned in the Word of Groi>. 



S. ANDEEW. 

NOTEMBEB 30. 

MoBNnra. Proverbs xx. 

1. Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging : and whosoerer is deceiTed 
thereby is not wise. 2. The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion : whoso 
provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own soul. 3. fi is an hononr for 
a man to cease from strife : but every fool will be medd^g. 4. The sluggard 
wiU not plow by reason of the cold ; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and 
have nothing. 5. Counsel in the heart of man is Uke deep water $ but a man 
of understanding will draw it out. 6. Most men will proclaim every one his 
own goodness : but a fidthful man who can find P 7. The just man walkeCh 
in his integrity : his children are blessed after him. 8. A kmg that fdtteth in 
the throne of judgment soattereth away all evil with his eyes. 9. Who can 



1. Is a mocker. Makes men 
mock at everything, sacred and 
profane*. 

Is raging. Makes men violent, 
quarrelsome, and mad. 

2. The fear. The terror which 
he excites. Oomp. xix. 12. 

4. This is true of those who by 
reason of Hie coldness of their love 
work not for God while they can, 
and in the day of account, like the 
five foolish virgins, ask for help in 
vain. 

6. CouTuel. Secret thoughts 
and intentions. 

Will draw it out WiU pene- 
trate and discover it. 



6. Chodmess, Marg.:''boimtr." 
Fait^ul. Not Ixwusting of a 

virtue which he does not possess, 
but really devotti^ and obedient, 
and true. 

7. Walketh* Continaally ad- 
vances. 

8. That sitteth— judgment. That 
hath authority to judge, and doth 
ju dge righteously. 

With his eves. Because he is 
watchful and Keen to see eviL 

9. Either, arenroof of Uiearro- 
gancy that would ascribe a man's 
puri^ to himself and not to GrOP ; 
or, against the infallible assurance 
of grace ; or, a warning that even 
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say, I hsTe made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin ? 10. Diyers weights, 
and dirers measures, both of thcnn are alike abomination to the Lobd. U. EVen 
a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be 
right. 12. The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the Lobd hatU made eren 
both of them. 13. Loye not sleep, lest thou come to poverty ; open thine 
eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread. 14. It is naught, it is naiight, 
saith the buyer : but when he is gone his wa^, then he boasteth. 15. There 
is gold, and a multitude of rubies : but the hps of knowledge are a precious 
jewe]. 16. Take his garment that is surety tor a stranger : and take a pledge 
of him for a strange woman. 17. Bread of deceit is sweet to a man ; but 
afterwardshis moutii shall be filled with gravel. 18. Eveij purpose is estab- 
lished by counsel : and with good advice make war. 19. He that goeth about 
as a talebearer revealeth secrets : therefore meddle not with him that flat- 
tereth with his lips. 20. Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp 
shall be put out in obscure darkness. 21. An inheritance may be gotten 
hastily at the beginning j but the end thereof shall not be blessed. 22. Say 
not thou, I will recompense evil : but wait on the Lobd, and He shall save 
thee. 23. Divers weights are an abomination unto the Lobd ; and a fiilse 
balance is not good. 24. Man's goings axe of the Lobd ; how can a man 
then understand his own way ? 25. It is a snare to the man who devoureth 
that which is holy, and edfter vows to make inquiry. 26. A wise king 
Bcattereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over them. 27. The spirit of 
man is the candle of ihe Lobd, searching all the inward parts of the belly. 



the just are liable to venial Bins, 
and haye still in them concupi- 
scence. See 1 S. John i. 8. 

11. Be, Better "wiU be," i.e., 
when he grows up. 

12. Searing — seeing. Atten- 
tive. So it follows in ver. 13, 
" Open thine eyes." S. Andrew 
is an example or one who saw, in- 
quired, listened, learned, and so 
was brought to Chbist. 

16. Tcike Ms garment. Take 
the utmost security from one who 
is surety for a stranger (Ex. xxii. 
26), ana take a ple^e from one 
who stands for a strange woman. 
Let creditors be cautious in their 
dealings with strangers. Ch. xxvii. 
13. 

17. Bread qf deceit, H^eiving 
bread, good in appearance, yet 
really mixed with dust and gravel. 
By this term are meant, wealth 
unjustly gotten, and evil pleasures. 

18. Li making war, as in other 
matters, prudence and care are 



of more importance than material 
strength. 

20. Lamp, Comfort, happiness, 
prosperity. 

22. I will recompense, I wiU 
return evil for evil* Eom. xii. 17. 

24. Understand, So as to fore- 
see, and take precautions about. 
Ch. xvi. 9. 

26. It is a daufferous error for 
a man to take to his own use that 
which is consecrated to God ; and 
it is likewise a dangerous error, 
after making vows, to begin to 
argue and cavil about them. 

26. The wheel, A metaphor 
from an Eastern mode of thresh- 
ing. See Isa. xxviii. 27, and note 
on Isa. xli. 15. 

27. The candle, A light kindled 
by God. The spirit is mat highest 
portion of man s nature whicn ad- 
mits of association with the Holy 
Spibit of God. 1 Cor. ii. 11. 

The belly. The mind, soul, &o. 
So ver. 30. 
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28. Merogr and trath prMerre the king, and his throne is opholden by 
marcj. 29. The gbrr of young men is their strength : and the beauty of 
old men is the grey head. 30. The blueness of a wound cleaneeth away 
eyil ! 10 do aCripes the inward parts of the belly« 



28. Truth. Justioe. 

29. Ghey head. The tS^^^ 
and experience of old age. Youth 
and age have their epecial excel- 
lencies to be nsed aright to the 
glory of God. 



30. As the ejection of the mat- 
ter which causes blueness in a 
wound removes evil from the body, 
so chastisement removes evil from 
the soul. 



EVBimra. Froverbe zxi. 

1. The kin^B heart is in the hand of the Loan, as the rivers of wator : He 
tumeth it whithersoevsr He will. 2. Every way of a man is right in his own 
eyes : but the Loan pondereth the hearts. 3. To do justice and judgment is 
more acoeptable to the Loan than sacrifice. 4. An high look, and a proud 
heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin. 5. The thoughts of the diligent 
tend only to plenteousness ; but of every one that is hfuty only to want. 
6. The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of 
them th^ seek death. 7. The robbery of the wicked shall destroy them ; be- 
cause they refuse to do judgment. 8. The wa^ of man is froward and strange : 
but as for the pure, his work is right. 9. It is better to dwell in a comer of 
the housetop, than with a brawlmg woman in a wide house. 10; The soul 
of the wicked desireth evil : his neighbour findeth no &vour in hie eyes. 
U. When the scomer is punished, the simple is made wise : and when the 
wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge. 12. The righteous man wisely 
oonsidereth the house of the wicked : but God overthroweth the wicked for 
their wickedness. 13. Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he 
also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard. 14. A gift in secret pacifieth 
anger : and a reward in the bosom strong wrath. 15. It is joy to the just to 



1. I%e king's. Who seems to 
be subject to none, and who has 
so gre&t influence upon others. 

Mivers. The channels of water 
in gardens. 

3. See on 1 Sam. xv. 22. 

4. The plovdng. The evil ha- 
bits and designs. 

6. Hcisty. Kash, inconsiderate ; 
or who seScs to become rich ra- 
pidly. The way to holiness is di- 
ligence. " Work out your own 
sidvation." Phil. ii. 12. 

Q. havamtyy&iG. Is like smoke 
or chaff soon dissipated, and oc- 
casions destruction of body and 
soul. 



8. Or, "The way of a froward 
man is strange." 

Stranae. Estranged from right, 
alienatea from God. 

9. Housetop. Exposed to the 
weather. The housetops were flat, 
and used for sleeping places dur- 
ing simimer. 

12. Considereth the house. Un- 
derstands the end of the house or 
family, and takes warning therebv. 

14. Seward. A very costly 
present. 

Bosom. See on ch. xvii. 23. 
Mystically : alms in secret pacify 
God's anger. S. Matt. vi. 3 ; v. 
7 ; Dan. iv. 27 ; Prov. xvi. 6. 
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do judgment: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniqmty. 16. The 
man iliat wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the con- 
gregation of the dead. 17. He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man : he 
that loYeth wine and oil shall not be rich. 18. The wicked shall be a ransom 
for the righteous, and the transgressor for the upright. 19. It is better to 
dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an anenr woman. 20. 
There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of me wise; but a 
foolish man spendeth it up. 21. He that followeth after righteousness and 
mercy findeth life, righteousness, and honour. 22. A wise man scaleth the 
city of the mighty, and oasteth down the strength of the confidence thereo£ 
23. Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from trou- 
bles. 24. Proud and hauehty scomer is his name, who dealeth in proud 
wrath. 25. The desire of 3ie slothful kiUeth him ; for his hands refuse to 
labour. 26. He coveteth greedily all the da^ long : but the righteous giveth 
and spareth not. 27. The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination : how much 
more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind P 28. A false witness shall 
perish : but the man that heareth sp^eth constantly. 29. A wicked man 
hardeneth his face : but as for the upright, he directeth his way. 30. There 
is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the Lobd. 31. The horse 
is prepared against the day of battle : but safety is of the LosD. 



15. Destruction, Others trans- 
late " Fear," or " Sorrow," which 
marks the antithesis better. 

16. The dead. Or "devils." 
Shall lose all quickening grace, 
and perish everlastingly. 

17. Wtn^ and oil. Drinking 
and feasting. 

18. See on ch. xi. 8. 
Hansom. Isa. xliii. 3 : " I gave 

Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia 
and Seba for thee." Comp. Ps. 
Ixxiz. 6. 

20. The wise man has store of 
desirable treasure and food ; but 
the foolish wastes them. 

24. Proud wrath. Marg. : "the 
wrath of pride." Pride that leads 
to angiy words and deeds. 

25. The desire. The vain, un- 
satisfied longing. The slothful 
man consumes his strength in. 
wishing for that which he mil not 
labour to attain. See ver. 26. So 
lazy sinners wait, instead of work- 
ingi for co^aversion. 



26. Se. The slothful man. 
The righteous. The diligent and 

merciful. He has enough and to 
spare, and giveth libertU alms. 

27. Against those who think 
that alms or outward worship will 
be accepted, while they keep some 
favourite sin in their hearts. 

28. That heareth. That speak- 
eth only of what he has heard. 

Constantly. Without waver- 
ing ; or, without being interrupted, 
no one doubting him. 

29. Sardeneth his face. Eefuses 
to listen, has no shame, when cor- 
rected. 

Directeth, Amends what was 
wrong. 

30. Ps. xxxiii. 17: "An horse 
is a vain thing for safety : neither 
shall he deliver any by his great 
strength." The horse stands for 
the worldly or carnal mode of de- 
fence and attack. The Jews were 
forbidden to use many horses in 
battle. Deut. xviL 16. 
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8. THOMAS. 

DSCBMBSB 21. 

MoBKtNa. Proyerbs xziiL 

1. When thoa sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligentlj what is before 
thee : 2. And put a knife to th^ throat, if thou be a man giyen to appetite. 
3. Be not desirous of his dainties : for they are deceitful meat. 4. Lsboor 
not to be rich : cease from thine own wisdom. 5. Wilt thou set thine e^ 
upon that which i^ not ? for riches certainly make themselyes wings ; they fiy 
away as an eagle toward heayen. 6. Eat thou not the bread of him that hat^ 
an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats : 7. For as he thinketh in 
his heart, so is he : Eat and drink, saith he to thee ; but his heart is not with 
thee. 8. The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou yomit up, and lose thy 
sweet words. 9. Speak not in the ears of a fool : for he will despise iht 
wisdom of thy words. 10. Bemoye not the old landmark ; and enter not into 
the fields of the fatherless ; 11. For their Bedeemer is mighty ; He shall plead 
their cause with thee. 12. Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine eon 
to the words of knowledge. 13. Withhold not correction from the child : for 
if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. 14. Thou shalt beat him 
with the rod, and shalt deliyer his soul from hell. 15. My son, if thine heart 
be wise, my heart shall reioioe, eyen mine. 16. Yea, my reins shall rejoice^ 
when thy lips speak right things. 17. Let not thine heart enyy sinners : but 
be thou in the fear of Sae Lord all the day long. 18. For surely there is an 
end ; and thine expectation shall not be cut off. 19. Hear thou, my son, and 



1. Consider, Attend to the 
duties of the table, and keep a 
guard oyer your actions. 

2. Put a knife. Eestrain yoxir 
appetite, cut off gluttony. The 
two yerses are allegorically ap- 
plied to communicants. In this 
case, Put a kn^e, &c., meaiis, 
eat and drink worthily, discerning 
the Lobd's Body, and mortifying 
your passions for the futore. 

3. Deceitful, Tempting to ex- 
cess bytheir excellence. 

4. iVisdom, Here, carnal wis- 
dom exercised in the acquiring of 
wealth. Or, cease from lahourmg, 
&c., by reason of thine own good 
sense. 

6. That hath an evil eye. Who 
is enyious and malicious. Mys- 
tically, the deyil, who offers eyil 
pleasures in order to work men's 
ruin. Verses 6 — 8. 



8. Sweet wards, which thou hast 
addressed to thy host. The plea* 
sures of sin, witn aU its fair names 
for yice, are dust and aahes. 

9. S. Matt. yii. 6: "Give not 
that which is holy unto the dogs, 
neither cast ye your pearls before 
swine, lest they trample them 
under their feet, and turn again 
and rend you." 

11. Redeemer. Properly, the 
near kinsman, who has the right 
of redeeming the property and 
aven^g the wrong. Buth ii. 
20; ly. 4; Ley. xxy. 25. Here 
• it means God. Ps. Ixriii. 5. 

13. ShaU not die, eternally. 
Verse 14. 

18. An end. To the prosperiir 
of sinners. Marg. : *' reward, ' 
i.e., for thee, if thou continue in 
the fear of God. 
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be -wiae, and guide thine heart in the way. 20. Be not among wineUbben s 
among riotous eaters of flesh : 21. For the drunkard and tl^ glutton shall 
oome to poverty : and drowsiness shall dothe a man with rags. 22. Hearken 
unto thy fiither that begat thee, and despise not thy mother when she is old. 
23. Buy the truth, and sell it not ; also wisdom, and instruction, and under- 
standmg. 24. The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice : and he that 
begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. 25. Thy &ther and thy mother 
shall be glad, and she that bare tiaee shall rejoice. 26. My son, give me thine 
heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways. 27. For a whore is a deep ditch s 
and a strange woman is a narrow pit. 28. She also lieth in wait as for a 
prey, and increaseth the transgressors among men. 29. Who hath woeP 
who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling P who hath 
wounds without cause ? who hath redness of eyes ? 30. They that tarry long 
at the wine ; they that go to seek mixed wine. 31. Look not thou upon the 
wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moyeth 
itself aright. 32. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an 
adder. 33. Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall 
utter perverse things. 34. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the 
midst of the sea, or as he that heth upon the top of a mast. 35. They have 
stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick ; they have beaten me, and I 
felt it not : when shall I awake ? I will seek it yet again. 



19. In the way. Of wifidom 
and virtue. 

21. Drowsiness » The sloth and 
laziness that comes with intem- 
perance. 

23. Bm. Spare no cost or la- 
bour to obtain and keep. 

26, 27. Give thy heart to wis- 
dom, so shalt thou be preserved 
from such sins as whoredom. 

27. Deep ditch. Whence es- 
cape is difficult; an abyss that 
leads to hell. 

29. Bdbhlina, Talking at ran- 
dom, idle words. 

Wounds without cause. Wounds 
gained in causeless strife. 



30. Gh to seek. Take pains to 
find out the mostintoxicatingwine. 

31. Moveth itself aright. ijQokA 
good and pleasant when poured 
mto the cup. 

34. Shcdt he as. As sick and 
giddy, and in as great danger. 

35. Stricken. JDrunkenness ex- 
poses a man to insults and blows, 
to which at the time he is insen- 
sible. 

Not sick. Not hurt. 

Shall I awake. He dreams 
only of renewing his intem pe rance 
witn morning's light. What is 
true of drumLenness is true of 
every sensual pleasure. 



EvEinNa. Proverbs xxiv. 

1. Be not thoii envious against evil men, neither desire to be with them. 

2. For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of mischief. 

3. Throuffh wisdom is an house builded ; and by understanding it is estab- 
lished : 4. And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with aU precious 



1. Comp. ch. iii. 31. 
3. Through wisdom, not ikrovLgh. 
the rapine and mischief of evil 



men. Verses 1, 2. 

the hotise is the ChurclT, or 

Christian soul. 
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and pleannt riches. 5. A wise man is strong ; yea, a man of knowledge 
increaseth strength. 6. For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war : and in 
multitude of counsellors there is safety. 7. Wisdom is too high for a fool: 
he openeth not his mouth in the gate. 8. He that deyiseth to do evil shall be 
oallfid a mischieTous person. 9. The thought of foolishness is sin : and the 
soomer is an abomination to men. 10. If thou &int in the day of adversitr, 
thy strength is smaU. 11. If thou forbear to deliyer them that are drawn 
unto deadly and those that are ready to be slain ; 12. If thou sayeat. Behold, 
we knew it not ; doth not He That pondereth the heart consider it ? and He 
That keepeth thy soul, doth not He know it ? and shall not He render to everj 
man according to his works? 13. My son, eat thou honey, because it is 
eood ; and tl^ honeycomb, which is sweet to thy taste : 14. So shall the 
knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul : when thou hast found it, then there 
shall be a reward, and thy expectotion shall not be cut off. 15. Iaj not wait, 
O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righteous ; spoil^not his lestmg 
place : 16. For a just man fiUleth seven times, and riseth up again : but the 
wicked shall fail into mischief. 17. Bejoice not when thine enemy £illefch, 
and let not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth : 18. Lest the Lobd see 
it, and it displease Him, and He turn away His wrath from him. 19. Fret 
not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou envious at the wicked; 
20. For there shall be no reward to the evil man ; the candle of the vricked 
shall be put out. 21. My son, fear thou the Lokd and the king : and meddle 
not with them that are given to change : 22. For their calamity shall rise 
suddenly ; and who knoweth the ruin of them both? 23. These things also 



5. Increaseth, In others. 

7. Too high. For the wise 
man's " conversation is in heaven." 
Phil. iii. 20. 

In th^ gate, WMcli was tlie 
place of public assembly. 

8. Not he that aoeth evil 
through infirmity or ignorance, 
but he that deviseth, &c, 

9. Every thought that folly 
(i.e., impiety) suggests is sin, and 
he who not only thinks evil, but 
scoffs at the good, is an abomina- 
tion. 

11. Deliver, By force, prayers, 
alms, or counsel. 

Drawn unto death, I.e., im.- 
justly. 

12. Doth not He, &c. The wise 
man's answer to the feigned ex- 
<^se. 

13. 14. As honey is healthM 
and pleasant to the taste, so is 
wisdom to the soul. 

14. A reward — expectation. 



Comfort in the present, ^ood hope 
for the future. See 1 Tun. iv. 8. 
15, 16. Strive not, O wicked 
man, to calumniate the righteous, 
and to disturb his peace by seek- 
ing for evil in him; for though 
he fall often (seven times) into 
venial faults, yet he is kept from 

freat sins, and always rises again 
y repentance; but the widced 
fall into mortal sin, from which 
they can never rise, but by the 
special grace of God. 

18. And He turn awa/tf His 
wrath from him. I.e., and transfer 
it on thee, accordingto the law of 
retribution. Comp. JPs. cxxrvii. 7. 

20. No reward. In heaven. 

Candle, Posterity, as 2 Sam. 
xiv. 7. Or, gloij and happiness. 
Comp. Ps. xxxvii. 1, 2. 

22. Their calamity. Calamity 
proceeding from GrOD and the king. 
So ruin of them from God and the 
king. 
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belonff to ihe wise. It is not good to haye respect of persons in judgment 
24. He that saith unto the wicked. Thou art righteous ; him shall the people 
curse, nations shall abhor him : . 25. But to them that rebuke him shall be 
delight, and a good blessing shall come upon them. 26. 'Every man shall 
lufls his UpB that giveth a right answer. 27. Prepare thy work without, and 
make it fit for thyself in the field ; and afterwards build thine house. 28. Be 
not a witness against th^ neighbour without cause ; and deceiye not with thy * 
lips. 29. Say not, I wiU do so to him as he hath done to me : I will render 
to the man according to his work. 30. I went by the field of the slothful, 
and by the yineyard of the man void of understanding : 31. And, lo, it was 
all grown otct with thorns, and nettles had covered the &ce thereof, and the 
stone wall thereof was broken down. 32. Then I saw, and considered it 
well : I looked upon it, and received instruction. 33. Yet a little sleep, a 
little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep : 34. So shall thy 
poverty come as one that travdleth ; and thy want as an armed man. 



26. Shall kiss his lips. Shall 
show love towards him who gives 
a just sentence in judgment. 

27. Get ready thy materials, 
and provide for thy expenses by 
diligent culture of thy fields, and 
then build thy house. Comp. 
S. Liike xiv. 28. 



28. Against censoriousness and 
flattery. 

30, 31. To be applied also to 
the case of the spiritually slothful. 

34. As one that iravetleth. I.e., 
swiftly. 

As an armed man. Fiercely, 
like a robber, to lay thee waste. 



S. STEPHEN. 



Decembeb 26. 

MoENiKG. Proverbs xxviii. 

Impiety is here contrasted with religious integrity in many particulars, 

1. The wicked flee when no man pursueth : but the righteous are bold as a 
lion. 2. For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: but 
by a man of understanding and knowledge the state thereot shall be prolonged. 
3. A poor man that oppresseth the poor is like a sweeping rain which leaveth 



1. Bold, So S. Stephen, the 
first martyr, feared not them who 
could only kill the body. 

2. Many. None reign long, the 
state suffers &om constant changes. 

State thereof, A wise prince 
prolongs the prosperity of the 
commonwealth. 



3. A poor man. One who is 
raised fifom a low estate to be a 
governor. 

Like a sweeping rain. Because 
as the rain commonly fertilizes 
the soil instead of layinz the crops 
low ; so one who himseu has been 
poor, would naturally sympathize 
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no food. 4. They that fonake the law pniBO the -wicked : but eacli as keep 
the law oontend with them. 5. Eril men imderatand not Judgment : but they 
that seek the Lobd understand all things. 6. Better is the poor that walketh 
in his uprightness, than he that is penrerse in his ways, though be be rich. 
7. MThoso keepeth the law is a wise son : but he that is a companion of 
riotous men snameth his &ther. 8. He that by usury and unjust gain 
' inoreaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor. 
9. He that tumeth away his ear fi^m hearinff the law, even his prayer shall 
be abomination. 10. Whoso causeth the ri^teous to go astray in an ctiI 
way, he shall feJl himself into his own pit : but the upright shall ha^e good 
things in possession. 11. The rich man is wise in his own oono^t ; but the 
poor that hath understanding searoheth him out. 12. When righteous men 
do rejoice, there is great glory : but when the wicked rise, a man is hiddeiL 
13. He that corereth his sins shall not prosper : but whoso con&sseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy. 14. Happy is the man that feareth alway : 
but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall mto mischief. 15. As a roaring 
lion, and a ranging bear ; so is a wicked ruler over the poor people. 16. The 
prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor: but he that 
hateth covetousness shall prolong ms days. 17. A man that doeth Tiolonce 
to the blood of any person shall flee to the pit; let no man stay him. 
18. Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved : but he that is perverse in his 
ways shall fall at once. 19. He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of 
bread : but he that foUoweth after vain persons shall have poverty enough. 
20. A faithful man shall abound with blessings : but he that maketii haste to 
be rich shall not be innocent. 21. To have respect of persons is not good : 
for for a piece of bread that man will transgress. 22. He that hasteth to be 
rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him. 
23. He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour than he that 
flattereth with the tongue. 24. Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and 
saith. It is no transgression; the same is the companion of a deetroyer. 



with the poor, instead of oppress- 
ing them. 

5. Judgment What is just and 
right ; or, God's vengeance. 

All thinas. All their duty to 
God ; or, God's judgments on the 
wicked, and His rewards for the 
rirfiteons. 

7. The law. I.e., of temperance 
and moderation. 

8. He shall gather it for. It 
shall be taken from him, and given 
to one who will use it well. Comp. 
eh. xiii. 22. 

9. Searing, Obeying. 

10. Good things. E.g., truth 
instead of error ; faith instead of 
xmbelief ; peace instead of strife, 
&c. 

11. Searcheth him out. Dis- 



covers what he really is. Comp. 
S. Matt. xix. 28. 

12. Is hidden, Groodi men hide 
themselves. So verse 28. 

14. Feareth, God's anger and 
his own weakness. See ISom. xi. 
20; ICor.x. 12; Phil. ii. 12. 

16. Is a great oppressor* And 
so is soon cut off. 

17. The murderer shall fly and 
try to hide himself: let no one 
help him. Gen. ix. 5, 6. 

19. Vain, Idle, lazy. Ch. xii. 
11. 

22. Hath a/n evil eye. Avarice 
begets envy. 

Poverty, Certainly, of grace 
and heavenly blessing. 

24. Is the companion of a de- 
stroyer. Is almost a murderer. 
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25. He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife : but he that putteth his 
trust in the Lobd shall be made fat. 26. He that trusteth in his own heart is 
a fool : but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be deliTered. 27. He that giveth 
unto the poor shall not lack : but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a 
curse. 28. When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: but when they 
perish, the righteous increase. 



This is also true of those who rob 
God or the Church. 

27. Hideth his eves, Be^es 
to regard and help tne poor. 



Curse. " Depart from Me, ye 
cursed." 8. Matt. xxv. 41. 

28. Hide themselves. Compare 
Job xxiv. 4; Judg. ix. 6. 



Eyisimra. Eoclesiastes i?. 

The Booh qf Ecclesiasies teaches the ehi^good qfman and the vanity qf all 
that is confined to this l\fe alone. In this chapter Solomon shows the emptiness 
qf ambition and covetousness. 

1. So I returned, and considered aU the oppressions that are done under 
the sun : and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no 
comforter ; and on the side of iiieir oppressors there was power ; but they had 
no comforter. 2. Wherefore I praised the dead which are alr^y dead more 
than the liying which are yet alive. 3. Yea, better is he than both they, 
which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done under 
the sun. 4. Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for 
this a man is envied of his neighbour. This is also vanity and vexation of 
spirit. 5. The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh. 
6. Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travaU 
and vexation of spirit. 7. Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun. 
8. There is one alone, and there is not a second ; yea, he hath neither child 
nor brother : yet is there no end of aU his labour ; neither is his eye satisfied 
with riches ; neither saith he. For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of 
good ? This is abo vanity, yea, it is a sore travail. 9. Two are better than 
one ; because they have a good reward for their labour. 10. For if they &11, 
the one will lift up his fellow : but woe to him that is alone when he fiJleth ; 
for he hath not another to help him up. U. Again, if two lie together, then 
they have heat : but how can one be warm alone P 12. And if one prevail 
against him, two shall withstand him ; and a threefold cord is not quickly 
broken. 13. Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, 



2. The dead. Even as S. Ste- 
phen, when " he fell asleep," safe 
lirom the fury of the oppressor. 

3. Better, I.e., taking a merely 
human, natural view. 

6. The fool. The slothful. The 
man who to avoid envy refrains 
from work, ecUeth his ovm fleshy 
destroys health and life. 

8. !From the slothM he tarns 
to the covetous. 



A second. An heir, as ver. 15. 

9. In opposition to the solitude 
of the miser, Solomon praises the 
comfort and mutual benefit of 
society. Mystically, it refers to 
associations for mutual prayer and 
good works. 

12. Threrfoldcord, An alliance 
entered into under the invocation 
of the Holy Trinity; or, faith, 
hope, and charity. 
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who will no more be achnomshed. 14. For out of prison he cometh to reign ; 
whereas aJso he that is bom in his kingdom beoometh poor. 15. I considered 
all the liying which walk imder the sun, with the second child that shall stand 
up in his stead. 16. Gdiere is no end of all the people, even of all that have 
been before them : they aJso that come after shall not rejoice in him. Surely 
this also is Tanity and yexation of spirit. 



14. The reason of verse 13. 
Because the wise child is ad- 
vanced (like Joseph) from prison 
to a throne, and ^efoolisi king 
(like Zedekiah, 2 Kings xxv. 6, 7) 
is degraded. 

15. I have seen all the cour- 
tiers who walk beneath and adore 
the risine sun, deserting an old 
king, and fawning upon the son 
who succeeds him. 



Second child. The child second 
to him in the kingdom. 

In his stead. I.e., of the old 
king. Solomon had seen this in 
the case of David his father. 

16. Before them. The old king 
and his son. Many kings be- 
fore have been courted and then 
slighted: the same thing shall 
happen with these. Duty regards 
not popularity. 



S. JOHN THE EVANGELIST. 

Decembeb 27. 

MoBNiKa. Eodesiastes v. 

Precepts on prayer and worship and Divine Providence : the vanity of aoaricet 
and the use of riches : a comment on S. John's ** Love not the toorld.'* 

1. Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house pf 6k>D, and be xhore ready 
to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools : for they consider not that they do 
evil. 2. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to 
utter any thing before Gk>D : for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth : 
therefore let thy words be few. 3. For a dream cometh through the mul- 
titude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words. 
4. When thou vowest a vow imto Gk)D, defer not to pay it ; for He hath no 



1. Keep thv foot. Be on thy 
guard. An allusion to the wash- 
mg the feet and removing the 
sandals, practised by the Jewish 
raiests as marks of reverence. 
Ex. XXX. 19, 20; iii. 5. 

To hear, and obey. 

Of fools. Who offer outward 
worsmp, and yet forsake not their 
sins. 1 Sam. xv. 22. 

They considernot. Thejr never 
reflect that such sacrifice is abo- 
mination. 



2. S. Matt. vi. 7, 8: "But 
when ye pray, use not vain repe- 
titions, as the heathen do: for 
they think that they shall be heard 
for their much speaking. Be not 
ye therefore like unto them: for 
your Fatheb knoweth what things 
ye have need of, before yeaS^ 
Him.*' 

8. The reason of the forecoing 
precept. As dreams show timt a 
man is anxious in mind, so many 
words prove one afooh 
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pleasure in fools : pay that which thoa hast vowed. 5. Better is it that thou 
shouldest not tow, than that thou shouldest tow and not pay. 6. Suffer not 
thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin ; neither say thou before the angel, that it 
was an error : wherefore should God be angry at thy voice^ and destroy the 
work of thine hands ? 7. For in the multitude of dreams and many words 
there are also divers vanities : but fear thou 6k>D. 8. If thou seest the 
oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of jud^ent and justice in a 
province, marvel not at the matter : for he that is higher than the highest 
regardeth; and there be higher than they. 9. Moreover theproflt of ihe 
earth is for all : the king himself is served by the field. 10. Me that loveth 
silver shall not be satisfied with silver ; nor he that loveth abundance with 
increase: this is also vanity. 11. When goods increase, they are increased 
that eat them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the 
beholding of them with their eyesP 12. The sleep of a labouring man is 
sweet, whether he eat little or much : but the abundance of the rich will not 
suffer him to sleep. 13. There is a sore evil which I have seen under the 
sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt. 14. But those 
riches perish by evil travail : and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in 
his hand. 15. As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return 
to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry 
away in his hand. 16. And this also is a sore evil, that in aU points as he 
came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the 
wind ? 17. All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow 
and wrath with his sickness. 18. Behold that which I have seen : it is good 
and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour 
that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God givetii him : 
for it is his portion. 19. Every man also to whom God hath given riches and 
wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to 
rejoice in his labour ; this is the gift of God. 20. For he shall not much re« 
member the days of his life $ because Gk)D answereth him in the joy of his heart. 



6. Suffer not Make no rash 
tow, wmch, through infirmity of 
flesh, thou canst not perform. 

The angel. Thy guardian angel. 
Heb. i. 14. Or the angels nresent 
in the house of God where me vow 
was made. Ver. 1. 

An error. My vow was made 
under a mistake. 

7. A rash speaker is as full of 
nomiiy as a superstitious dreamer. 

8. An answer to a supposed 
objection, that oppression per- 
mitted is an argument agamst 
God's providence. 

Jle that is higher. The king. 
There he higher, God and the 
angels. 

9. The earth produces food 
enough for all : peasant and king 

Q 



alike come to her for susten* 
ance. 

13. To their hurt. Either, as 
causing trouble and death to the 
owners ; or, as the occasion of sin. 

14. Again, wealth is often lost, 
and the rich man leaves his son a 
beggar. 

1/. He eateth i/n darhness. He 
lives a sordid, melancholy Hfe. 

Wrath, Cares produce anger 
and quendousness. 

Sickness, of mind. 

19. Power, A thanks, cheer- 
ful heart. 

Gift of God. Joy is one of the 
fruits 01 the Spirit. 

20. Such an one will not think 
life sad and tedious, because (^d 
gives him joy and cheerftdness. 
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EYBimrG. Eodesiastes yi. 
T%e vanity qf riches, wandering desires, ^e. 
1. There is an eyil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common 
among men : 2. A man to whom God hath giyen riches, wealth, and honour, 
so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giyeth 
him not power to eat thereof, hut a stranger eateth it : this is yanity, and it is 
an eyil disease. 3. If a man heget an hundred children, and liye many yean, 
so that the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with goodj^ and 
also that he haye no burial ; I say, that an untimely birth is better thiui he. 
4. For he cometh in with yanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name 
shall be coyered with darkness. 5. Moreoyer he hath not seen the sun, nor 
known anything : this hath more rest than the other. 6. Yea, though he liys 
a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no good : do not all go to one 
place ? 7. All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not 
filled. 8. For what hath the wise more than the fool ? what hath the poor, 
that knoweth to walk before the Hying ? 9. Better is the sight of the eyes 
than the wandering of the desire : this is also yanity and yexation of spirit 
10. That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it Is man : 
neither may he contend with Him that is mightier than he. 11. Seeing there 
be many tlungs that increase yanity, what is man the better P 12. For who 
knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his yain life which 
he spendeth as a shadow P for who can tell a man what shall be after him 
under the sun P 



2. Q^veth him not power. Either 
from disease, &c. ; or, God per- 
jnits him to be ruled by his covet- 
ous temper, so that ne has no 
heart to enjoy his wealth. True 
of those who make no use of their 
spiritual privileges. So w. 3 — 5. 

3. With good. If he make no 
good use of nis means. 

4. Se, The still-bom child. 
With vanity. In vain, to no 

purpose. The miser is compared 
to one " bom out of due season." 

5. This, The still-bom. 
The other. The miser. 

6. Suppose that the miser live 
two thousand years, he is no hap- 
pier, no better than the still-bom 
babe. He must die at length, 
and leave all his wealth. 

7. All the labour that is neces- 
sary is to provide food; but the 
soul {appetite) of the covetous is 
never satisfied. 

a^ More than. In life, death, 
ana the care of the body, wise 
and foolish are equal. 



What hath the poor. What 
hath the poor man, who knows 
how to benave himself rishtlj in 
his sphere, more than the rich 
miser who shuns his kind P i.e., he 
is much better. Others translate : 
"And what hath the poor, save 
that he may go there where is life?" 
Others, again, for " What hath," 
translate " What wanteth.** 

9. The sight cf the eyes. The 
enjoyment and wise use of what 
lies before us. 

10. Avaricious men are always 
striving to lay up store of wealtn, 
and to make themselves renowned ; 
but God has marked everything 
that has been, and knows that it 
is all man and of man's device, 
(Ps. ix. 20) ; and he, weak worm, 
cannot contend with his Maker. 

12. Who Tcnovoethl By carnal 
wisdom. 

As a shadow. Quickly fading, 
and leaving no trace. 

After him, ThereforeliveforGrOD 
now, while life and strength last. 
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THE HOLY mNOCENTS. 

Decembeb 28. 

MoENiNG. Jepemiah xxii. 1 — 18. 

For notes, see Thubsdat befobe Eabteb, Evenino. 



EvBNiNa. Wisdom i. 

All men, tpecially rulersy are invited to wisdom, the road to which is righ- 
teousness and the sincere worship qf God ; for He hates hypocrisy and all evil. 
By such things righteousness is destroyed, and death incurred. 

1, Love righteousnees, ye that be judees of the earth : think of the LoBD 
^th a good (heart), and in simplicity of heart seek Him. 2. For He will be 
found of them that tempt Him not ; and showeth Himself unto such as do 
not distrust Him. 3. For froward thoughts separate from God: and His 
power, when it is tried, reproveth the unwise. 4. For into a malicious soul 
wisdom, shall not enter ; nor dwell in the body that is subject unto sin. 5. For 
the holy spirit of discipline will flee deceit, and remove from thoughts that are 
without understanding, and will not abide when unrighteousness cometh in, 
6. For wisdom is a loving spirit ; and will not acquit a blasphemer of his 
words : for GtOD is witness of his reins, and a true beholder of Ms heart, and a 
hearer of his ton^e. 7. For the Spirit of the Lobd filleth the world : and 
That which containeth all things hath knowledge of the voice. 8. Therefore 
he that speaketh unrighteous things cannot be hid : neither shall vengeance, 
when it punisheth, pass by him. 9. For inquisition shall be made into the 
counsels of the ungodly : and the sound of his words shall come unto tA 
Lobd for the manifestation of his wicked deeds. 10. For the ear of jealousy 
heareth all things : and the noise of murmurings is not hid. 11. Therefore 
beware of murmuring, which is unprofitable ; and refrain your tongue from 
backbiting : for there is no word so secret, that shall go for nought : and the 
mouth that belieth slayeth the soul. 12. Seek not death in the error of your 

6. JFor, The reason why Wis- 
dom leaves the evil, ver. 6. The 
Holt Sfjbit loves mankind, and 
punishes blasphemers lest they 
should injure others. 

7. Of the voice, Ps. cxxxix. 4: 
" For there is not a word in my 
tongue, but, lo, O Lobd, Thou 
knowest it altogether." Comp. 
Ps. xciv. 9. 

10. £Iar ofjealorisy. The ear 
of Him Who is a jealous God, 
suffering no rival in men's hearts. 

11. ^at belieth. By murmur- 
ing or slaifder. Lying deprives 
the soul of grace. 

12. Seek not death. Act not as 



1. With a good heart. With a 
due consideration of His infinite 
goodness and love. 

Siuvplidtv. Sincerity and sin- 
gleness, childlike truth. 

2. Tempt, Distrust, disbelieve. 
Showeth Himself, In grayer, 

worship, grace. S. John xiv. 21. 

3. Frowa/td thoughts. Such as 
the will consents unto. . 

Tried, Proved by its acts and 
effects, God's power convinces, 
refutes the sceptical and unwise, 

6. The holy spirit qf discipline. 
The Holy Spibit, the Author 
and Teacher of discipline or wis- 
dom. 
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life : and pull not upon joonelFes deetraotion with the works of your hands. 
13. For God made not death : neither hath He pleasure in the destruction of 
the Hying. 14. For He created all things, that they might haye their being : 
and the generations of the world were healthful ; and there is no poison of de- 
struction in them, nor the kingdom of death upon the earth : 15. (For righ- 
teousness is immortal :) 16. But ungodly men with their works and words 
called it to them : for when they thought to haye it their friend, they con- 
sumed to nought, and made a ooyenant with it, because they are worthy to 
take part with it 



though you longed to lose your 
soul, by living in error, i.e., in 
sin. 

13. Made not death. Man was 
created to be immortal. Ch. ii. 
23, 24. See Ezek. xviii. 32. 

14. That they might have their 
being, not that they might pe- 
rish. 

The generations. The elements, 
plants, fruits. Or, the world in 
its beginning. 

JSealtl^l, health-giving, "very 
good." 

There is. Better, " There was," 
viz. I when God created them. 

Poison qf destruction. De- 
ftructive poison. Not necessarily 
that the primitive world did not 
contain noxious plants and ani- 



mals, but that man in his primi- 
tive state was preserved from 
their power. 

Kingdom qf death. The power 
of the devil, and all the evils at- 
tendant on sin. 

15. Righteousness. The original 
righteousness in which man was 
created gave him immortality. 

16. Called it. Death. 

Friend. Acting so lovingly to- 
wards those things which lead to 
death, as to procure death for 
themselves. S. James i. 15. 

Made a covenant. Lived as 
though death would not harm 
them, as Isa. xxviii. 15. 

To take part with it. To in- 
herit death, to be on its side. 



THE CIECUMOISION OF CHBIST. 

Januaby 1. 

CiBCUMCisioN was the seal and pledge of the covenant between GrOD 
and man, God promising the power to put off the old man, man pro- 
mising the will and obedience. Chbist was circumcised that He 
might give us an exam})le of obedience bv fulfilling all the Law. He 
was circumcised as being the Son of Abraham, and His Name was 
called Jesus, as being Son of God. His Name showed Him as the 
Savioub ; His circumcision declared how He woidd save men, viz., 
by shedding His Blood. 

. MoBmora. Genesis xvii. 
Abraham, the *' father of the faU^fu^ receives the sign qf eireumeision (a 
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figure qf Baptism), placing Mm in covenant with Ood, curing the wound of 
original Hn, and giving him a hope qf better things to come, 

2. And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lobd appeared to 
Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God j walk before Me, and be 
thou perfect. 2. And I will make Mj covenant between Me and thee, and 
will multiply thee exceedingly. 3. And Abram fell on his &oe : and Gk)i) 
talked with him, saying, 4. As for Me, behold My ooyenant is with thee^ 
and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 5. Neither shall thy name any 
more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham { for a f&ther of many 
nations have I made thee. 6. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I 
will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 7. And I will 
establish My coTcnant between Me and thee and thy seed after thee in their 
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a Gk)D unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee. 8. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land 
wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting pos- 
session ; and I will be their Gk)D. 9. And Gk)D said unto Abraham, Thou 
shalt Jseep My covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their gene- 
rations. 10. This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you 
and thy seed after thee ; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. 



1. Appeared. An angel repre- 
senting God the Soir. 

Walk htfore Me, Keep God's 
presence always in mind. Hide 
not thyself from Me any more, as 
Adam did after his fall, but have 
faith in Me, tiiy Helper. 

Feyfect. Trusting to the aid of 
Me, the Almighty God. S. Matt. 
V. 48: "Be ye tnereforeperfect, 
€fven as your Fathbb "Wnich is 
in heaven is perfect." The per- 
fectibility of regenerated human 
nature was herem set forth. 

2. Covenant. This is the se- 
cond covenant (the first was with 
Adam), the covenant of faith, 
made bv God with Abram as head 
and father of the faithful. 

6. Abram means "High Fa- 
ther;" Abraham, "Father of a 
great multitude." To Abram is 
added the letter he, which is found 
twice in the mysterious name Jb- 
HOYAH. It may be that God 
meant by this to show that man 
would be permitted to partake of 
the Divine nature, to regain the 
image of God in which he was 
first created. See note yer. 15. 



Many, = all, as Chap. xxii. 18 ; 
Isa. liii. 12 ; S. Matt. xxvi. 28. 

7. Everlasting, as applied to 
Abraham's spiritual seed, all faith- 
ful believers. 

8. Everlasting, consequently 
upon their obedience. But Abra- 
ham looked for no transitory pro- 
mises, or mere earthly posses- 
sions. Heb. xi. 10. 

10. This is My covenant. This 
is the sign of My covenant. Eom. 
iv. 11, 12 : " And he received the 
sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith vrhich 
he had yet being uncircumcised ; 
that he might be the Father of 
all them that believe, though they 
be not circumcised; that righ- 
teousness might be imputed unto 
them also : and the Father of cir- 
cumcision to them who are not of 
the circumcision only, but who 
also walk in the steps of that faith 
of our father Abraham, which he 
had being yet uncircumcised." 

Shall be circumcised. Circum- 
cision was — 1, a sign and memo- 
rial of the Covenant ; 2, a sign of 
Abraham's faith and righteous- 
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11. And ye shall oiroumoise the flesh of joxxe foreskin ; and it shall be a token 
of the coTenant betwixt Me and you. 12. And he that is eight dajs old shall 
be circiunoised among you, erery man ohild in your generations, he that is 
bom in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy 
seed. 13. He that is bom in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, 
must needs be circumcised : ana My ooyenant shall be in your flesh for an 
eyerlasting coyenant. 14. And the imcircumcised man child whose flesh of 
his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people ; he 
hath broken My coyenant. 15. And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai 
thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 
16. And I will bless her, and giye thee a son also of her : yea, I will bless her, 
and she shall be a mother of nations ; kings of people shall be of her. 17. Then 
Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart. Shall a child 
be bom unto him that is an hundred years old ? and shall Sarah, that is 
ninety years old, bear P 18. And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael 
might hye before Thee ! 19. And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a 
son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish My 



ness ; 3, a mark to distinguish 
Jew from Gentile ; 4, a corrective 
of original sin ; 5, a figure o^ 
Christian Baptism, and the en- 
trance to the Church, on which 
account the name was then given. 

12. Eiahtdays, Theeighfliday 
is typical of resurrection to new 
life, and was therefore the day of 
circumcision, which was a figure 
of Baptism, the Sacrament of re- 
surrection, in which we rise from 
the death of sin to newness of life. 

Man child. Women were in 
the covenant, but tnen only were 
circumcised ; for " the man is not 
of the woman, but the woman of 
the man." 1 Cor. xi. 8. Comp. 
' ib. ver. 3. 

He that is horn* I.e., "every 
slave, which is not of thy seed, 
whether bom in the house, or 
bought, shall be circumcised;" 
that so the whole family might be 
dedicated to God. Hired ser- 
vants were not under the same 
Law. Exod. xii. 45. 

14. Shall be cut off. Whoever, 
not having been circumcised in 
infancy, shall on arriving at adult 
age neglect this ceremony, shall be 
punished by the judges with death. 
Numb. xv. 31, 36. But it may 



mean, shall be excommunicated, 
no longer reckoned as belonging 
to God's people. So he who wil- 
fully neglects Baptism is not a 
member of Cheist, not a cHld of 
God, and cannot be an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven. For 
" Except a man be bom of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God." S. 
John iii. 5. 

15. Sarai means "my princess," 
princess or mistress of my family ; 
but some think that Sarai means 
" contending," " struggling," i.e., 
against barrenness. Sarah, " prin- 
cess" or mistress indefinitely, as 
being the mother of many na- 
tions, and of Cheist, and of 
Christians. The letter he is added 
to Sarai's name for the same reason 
as to Abram's. See note, v. 5. 

17. Laughed, not doubting the 
promise (^Ewm. iv. 19), but out of 
jojr and astonishment. S. John 
viii. 56. 

18. O that IshmaeL Abraham, 
out of humility and reverence, 
presumes not to make any prayer 
for Isaac, but prays that God 
would bless and preserve the son 
abeady given him, Ishmael. 

19. Isaac means " laughter/' or 
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covenant with him for an eyerlasting ooyenant, and with hie seed after him. 
20. And as for Ishmael, I haye heard thee : Behold, I haye blessed him, and 
-will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly ; twelve princes 
shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 21. ^ut My covenant 
will I estabUsh with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in 
the next year. 22. And He left off talking with him,*and GtOD went up from 
Abraham, 23. And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were bom 
in his house, and all that were bought with his money, every male among the 
men of Abraham's house ; and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the 
selfsame day, as God had said unto him. 24. And Abraham was ninety 
years old and nine, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 
25. And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised in 
the flesh of hb foreskin. 26. In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, 
and Ishmael his son. 27. And all the men of his house, bom in the house, 
and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him. 



" he shall laugh" (xxi. 6), being so 
named from Abraham's joy, ver. 
17. He is a type of Chbist, 
Who is the joy ot the whole uni- 
verse. 

20. Twelve princes, ewameT&ted 
ch. XXV. 13 — 16. From them 



sprung the Ishmaelites, Arabs, 
and Saracens. 

21. My covenant. The spiritual 
blessing was for Isaac. See Gal. 
iv. 22—31. 

This set time. At the same 
time in the next year. 



EvEKiNa, Deuteronomy x. 12—22. 

The object qf entering into covenant with God, and the way qf retaining His 
blfssingj is to fear ^ love^ and obey Him, and this not from a sense of duty only, 
but from gratitude. 

For notes, see Ascension Day, Mobnino. 



CONVEESION OF S. PAUL. 
Januaby 25« 

MoENnra. Wisdom v. - 

The wise man describes the remorse of the wicked qfter death, and introduces 
them comparing their own condition with that of the righteous. 

1. Then shall the righteous man stand in great boldness before the face of 
such as have afflicted him, and made no account of his labours. 2. When 
they see it, they shall be troubled with terrible fear, and shall be amazed at 
the strangeness of his salvation, so far beyond all that they looked for. 3. And 
they repenting and groaning for anguish of spirit shall say within themselves. 
This was he, whom we had sometimes in derision, and a proverb of reproach ; 



1. Then. In the day of judg- 
ment. See ch. iv. 18—20. 

In great boldness. Like S. Paul 
before Felix, Acts xxiv. 



q3 



Zabours. By which he strove 
to turn men to God. 
3. A proverb. Ps. jsdiv. 14: 
Thou makest us a byword among 
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4. We fools accounted his life madness, and his end to he without honour : 

5. How is he numhered among the children of God, and his lot is among the 
saints ! 6. Therefore have we erred from the way of truth, and the li^t of 
righteousness hath not shined unto us, and the sun of righteousness rose not 
upon us. 7. We wear^pd ourselyes in the way of wickedness and destruction : 
yea, we have gone through deserts, where there lay no way : but as for the 
way of the Lobd, we have not known it. 8. What halh pride profited us ? or 
what good hath riches with our Taunting brought us ? 9. All those things 
are passed away like a shadow, and as a post that hasted b^ ; 10. And as a 
ship that passeth oyer the wares of the water, which when it is gone by, the 
trace thereof cannot be found, neither the pathway of the keel in the waves ; 
11. Or as when a bird hath flown through the iur, there is no token of her 
way to be found, but the Ught air being beaten with the stroke of her wings, 
and parted with the violent noise and motion of them, is passed through, and 
therein afterwards no sign where she went is to be foimd ; 12. Or like as 
when an arrow is shot at a mark, it parteth the air, which immediately oometh 
together again, so that a man cannot know where it went through : 13. Even 
so we in lue manner, as soon as we were bom, began to draw to our end, and 
had no sign of virtue to show ; but were consumed in our own wickedaess. 
14. For the hope of the imgodl^ is like dust that is blown away with the 
wind ; like a thm froth that is driven away with the storm ; like as the smoke 
which is dispersed here and there with a tempest, and passeth away as the re- 
membrance of a guest that tarrieth but a day. 15. But the righteous live for 
evermore ; their reward also is with the Lobd, and the care of them is with 
the most High. 16. Therefore shall they receive a glorious kingdom, and a 
beautiful crown from the Lobd's hand : for with His right hand shall He 
cover them, and with His arm shaU He protect them. 17. He shall take to 
Him His jealousy for complete armour, and make the creature His weapon for 
the revenge of His enemies. 18. He shall put on righteousness as a breast- 
plate, and true judgment instead of an helmet. 19. He shall take holiness for 
an invincible shield. 20. His severe wrath shall He sharpen for a sword. 



the heathen." Compare Jerem. 
xxiv. 9. 

4. Madness, Acts xxvi. 24 : 
"Paul, thou art beside thyself: 
much learning doth make thee 
mad." Comp. 2 Cor. v. 13. 

6. Light of righteousness, Rea- 
son ana prudence.* Ephes. iv. 18. 

Sun of righteousness, Christ 
and God. Mai. iv. 2. 

7. Deserts, Without God, and 
grace. 

No toa^, to heaven and hap- 
piness. 

9. A post, A quick messenger. 
In the original, a ** report," or 
" message." 

13. As the shadow, the post, 
&c., pass by and are gone, so we 
depart as quickly and as certainly. 



14. Up to this verse the un- 
godly are introduced as speaking. 
Here the wise man confirms then 
words by four other similitudes. 

Dust, Gr. "thistledown." Mai^. 

15. Is with the Lord, Is laid 
up ready for them in heaven. 
Key, zxii. 12. 

16. Therefore. Because their 
reward is with God. 

17. Jealousy, His zeal, indig- 
nation, and just desire of ven- 

§eance on sinners. God is here 
escribed as apowerfnl king arm- 
ing himself to punish his enemies. 
Comp. Isa. lix. 17, where see note. 
I%e creature. All created things, 
as ver. 20. Comp. Job xxmi. 
12, 13 ; xxxviii. 23. 
19. Holiness, Marg. "equity." 
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and the world shall fight with Him against the nnwise. 21. Then shall the 
right aiming thunderbolts go abroad ; and from the clouds, as from a well 
drawn bow, shall they fly to the mark. 22. And hailstones full of wrath 
shaU be cast as out of a stone bow, and the water of the sea shall rage against 
them, and the floods shall cruelly drown them. 23. Yea, a mighty wind shall 
stand up against them, and like a storm shall blow them away : thus iniquity 
shall lay waste the whole earth, and ill dealing shall oyerthrow the thrones of 
the mighty. 



22. Stone bow. The balista, or 
the catapult, machines used in war 
for throwing stones. 

23. Thus iniquity. Sin will be 



the ruin of the world and its in- 
habitants, even as it was once the 
occasion of its destruction by the 
flood. 2 S. Pet. iii. 7, 10. 



ETENiKa. "Wisdom vL 

Kings must give ear to Wisdom i for if they hearken not, God, from Whom 
their power is derived, will not spare. Let them study wisdom and the law of 
God, which lead to an eternal kingdom, 

1. Hear therefore, O ye kings, and imderstand ; learn, ye that be judges of 
the ends of the earth. 2. Give ear, ye that rule the people, and glory in the 
multitude of nations. 3. For power is given you of the Lobd, and soyereignty 
from the Highest, Who shaU try your works, and searoh out your counsels. 
4. Because, being ministers of His kingdom, ye have not judged aright, nor 
kept the law, nor walked after the counsel of Gk)d ; 5. Horribly and speedily 
shall He come upon you : for a sharp judgment shall be to them that be in 
high places. 6. For mercy wiU soon pardon the meanest : but mighW men 
riiall be mightily tormented. 7. For He Which is Lord oyer all shiul rear no 
man's person, neither shall He stand in awe of any man's greatness : for He 
hath made the small and great, and careth for all alike. 8. But a sore trial 
shall come upon* the mighty. 9. Unto you, therefore, O kings, do I speak, 
that ye may learn wisdom, and not £aJl away. 10. For they that keep hoU- 
ness holily shall be judged holy : and they that haye learned such things shall 
find what to answer. 11. Wherefore set your afiection upon My words ; 
desire them, and ye shall be instructed. 12. Wisdom is glorious, and neyer 
fiideth away : yea, she is easily seen of them that loye her, and foimd of such 
as seek her. 13. She preyenteth them that desire her, ia making herself first 



2. QfnatioTis, I.e., over whom 
ye rule. 

3. Eom. xiii. 1 : " For there is 
no power but of GrOD : the powers 
that be are ordained of God." 

6. Mighty men, A warning to 
evil priests. Oomp. the case of 
EH and his sons, 1 Sam. iii. 11, 
gqq. See S. Luke xii< 47, 48. 

7. ShaU fear no man's person. 
Bom. ii. 11 ; " There is no respect 
of persons with Gtod." 

8. Trial, Inquisition, inves- 
tigation. 



9. Fall away into sin, an^ so 
incur God's wrath. 

10. Shall he judged. They who 
perform holy actions in a holy 
and proper manner, and from 
holy motives, shall be pronounced 
holy, shall be justified at the tri- 
bunal of Cheist. 

Such things. Holiness and jus- 
tice. 

To answer. At the day of judg- 
ment. 

13. Treventeth, Anticipates, 
goes before. Ecclus. xv. 2. See 
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known unto them. 24. Whoso seeketh her earW- Bhall have no great trsTul : 
for he shall find her sitting at his doors. 15. To think therefore upon her is 
perfection of wisdom : and whoso watcheth for her shall quickly be without 
care. 16. For she goeth about seeking such as are worthy of her, showeUi 
herself &yourably unto them in the ways, and meeteth them in every thought. 
17. For the very true beginning of her is the desire of discipline ; and the 
caie of discipline is love ; 18. And love is the keeping of her laws ; and the 
giving heed unto her laws is the assurance of inoorruption ; 19. And ineor* 
ruption maketh us near imto God: 20. Therefore the desire of wisdom 
brmgeth to a kingdom. 21. If your delight be then in thrones and sceptres, 
O ye kings of the people, honour wisdom, that ye may reign for evermore. 
22. As for wisdom, wnat she is, and how she came up, I will tell you, 
and will not hide mysteries firom you : but wiU seek her out from the be- 
ginning of her nativityi and bring the knowledge of her into light, and wiH 
not pass over the truth. 23, Neither wiU I go with consuming envy ; for 
such a man shall have no feUowship with wisdom. 24. But the multitude of 
the wise is the welfiEure of the world : and a wise king is the upholding of the 
people. 25. Beceive therefore instruction through my words, and it shall do 
you good. 



the Collect for the Seventeenth 
Sunday after Trinity. 

15. Perfection of wisdom. He 
is the only wise man who medi- 
tates and exercises his mind, not 
on worldly things, but on wisdom, 
how to wm her and practise her 
precepts. 

Without care. With a con- 
science at rest. 

17. The very true. The truest 
foundation of wisdom is the desire 
of instruction. The writer enu- 
merates the various degrees by 
which a person may rise to the 
perfection of wisdom. Verses 17 
to 20 form a sorites, or' cumula- 
tive syllogism. Compare the cli- 
max in Eom. V. 3 — 5. 



I%e care. Anxiety for the care 
of discipline begets love. 

18. Keeping, Som. xiii. 8; S. 
John xiv. 15, 21. 

Assurance, The basis or foun- 
dation. 
Incorrwation, Purity and virtue. 

19. "Holiness, without which 
no man shall see the LoBB." Heb. 
xii. 14. 

22. I will tell you. The writer 
speaks in the person of Solomon. 
Hitherto he has been exhorting to 
wisdom ; now he proceeds, chaps, 
vii., viii., to explain her origm, 
&c. 

23. Such a man. The envious, 
who grudges to teach others, or 
envies them their gifts. 



PUEIFICATION OF THE BLESSED VIEGIN MAEY, 

Fbbbuaby 2. 

MoBNDfa. Wisdom ix. 
A prayer unio Godjbr wisdom, without which the best man is nothing worth, 
neither can he tell how to please God: suitable for every religious man, especially 
for those in authoHiy. 9 9 f r 9 
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2. O God of my &th6n, and Lobd of mercy, Who hast made all thinffs with 
Thy Word, 2. And ordained man through Thy wisdom, that he shouEl have 
dominion over the creatures which Thou hast made ; 3. And order the world 
according to equity and righteousness, and execute judgment with an upright 
heart : 4. GK^e me wisdom, that sitteth by Thy throne ; and reject me not 
from among Thy children : 5. For I Thy servant and son of Thine handmaid 
am a feeble person, and of a short time, and too young for the understanding 
of judgment and Laws. 6. For though a man be never so perfect among the 
children of men, yet if Thy wisdom be not with him, he shall be nothing re- 
garded. 7. Thou hast chosen me to be a king of Thy people, and a judge of 
Thy sons and daughters : 8. Thou hast commanded me to bmld a temple 
upon Thy holy mount, and an altar in the city wherein Thou dwellest, a re- 
semblance of the holy tabernacle, which Thou hast prepared from the beginning. 
9. And wisdom was with Thee : which knoweth Thy works, and was present 
when Thou madest the world, and knew what was acceptable in Thy sight, and 
right in Thy commandments. 10. O send her out of Thy holy heayens, and 
from the throne of Thy glory, that being present she may labour with me, that 
I may know what is pleasing unto Thee. 11. For she knoweth and imder- 
standeth all things, and she shaU lead me soberly in my doings, and preserve 
jne in her power. 12. So shall my works be acceptable, and then shall I judge 
Thy people righteously, and be worthy to sit in my £ftther*s seat. 13. For 
what man is he that can know the counsel of GtOD ? or who can think what the 
will of the Load is P 14. For the. thoughts of mortal men are miserable, and 
our deyices are but uncertain. 15. For the corruptible body presseth down 
the soul, and the earthy tabernacle weigheth down the mind that museth upon 
many things. 16. And hardly do we guess aright at things that are ujpon 
earth, and with labour do we find the thmgs that are before us : but the thmgs 
that are in heaven who hath searched out ? 17. And Thy counsel who haSi 
known, except Thou give wisdom, and send Thy Holy Spirit from aboye ? 
18. For so the ways of them which hved on the eu*th were reformed, and men 
were taught the things that are pleasing unto Thee, and were sayed through 
wisdom. 



1. Ward. By Thy sole com- 
mand, OP, by Thy Blessed Son. 

2. Dominion, Gen. i. 28. 

4. Give me. As Solomon prayed. 
1 Kings iii. 9. 

JBy Thy throne. Prov. viii. 27. 
Wisdom is personified as the as- 
sessor of GrOD. 

5. 1 Kings iii. 7, 8 ; Ps. cxvi. 
16. 

Of a short time. Of small ex- 
pjerience ; or, brief life is my por- 
tion. 

7. I%jf people. I^ot heathens 
or Gentiles. 

8. Of the holy tabernacle. Shown 
hj God to Moses, and imitated by 
lum in the wilderness. Exod. 
zxy. 40; Heb. viii. 5. 



11. In her power, Marg. : " by 
her power." 

13. JFbr. Another reason for 
desiring wisdom, that she may in- 
terpret the will of God, Who is 
so exalted that mortal mind can- 
not reach Him. Comp. Eom. 
xi. 34. 

15. Themind that— things. Tho 
anxious mind. 

16. S. John iii. 12 : " If I have 
told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, 
if I tell you of heavenly things P" 

18. So, viz. By the gift of 
wisdom and the Holt Spibit, 
Who teaches what God would 
have men to do, and gives graoe 
to enable them to do it. 
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Etbvino. Wisdom xii. 

Oo^9 goodnen and mercy ar§ prwed by Hi» treaimmt qf the CanaatdUe, 
whom He did not deetroy at once, but punished them shwly and by degrees, that 
He might win them to repentance, and so show that He is long steering towards 
all sinners. 

1. For Thine inoomiptible Spirit is in all things. 2. Therefore chasteneet 
Thou them by little and little that offend, and wamest them by putting them 
in remembrance wherein the^ have offended, that leaying their wickedness 
they may beUere on Thee, O Lobd. 3. For it was Thy will to destroy by tiie 
hands of our fiithers both those old inhabitants of Thy holy land, 4. Whom 
Thou hatedst for doing most odious works of witchcrafts, and wicked sacrifioes ; 
5. And also those merciless murderers of children, and deyourers of man's 
flesh, and the feasts of blood, 6. With their priests out of the midst of their 
idolatrous crew, and the parents, that killed with their own hands souls desti- 
tute of help : 7. That the land, which Thou esteemedst aboye all other, might 
receire a worthy colony of God's children. 8. Nerertheless even those Thou 
sparedst as men, and didst send wasps, foienmners of Thine host, to destroy 
them by little and Uttle. 9. Not that Thou wast unable to bring the ungodly 
under the hand of the righteous in battle, or to destroy them at once with cruel 
beasts, or with one rough word : 10. But executing Thy judgments upon them 
by litde and little. Thou gayest them place of repentance, not being ignorant 
l£at they were a naughty generation, and that their malice was bred in them, 
and that their cogitation would neyer be changed. 11. For it was a cursed 
seed from the beginning ; neither didst Thou for fear of any man giye them 
pardon for those things wherein they sinned. 12. For who shall say. What 
hast Thou doneP or who shall withstand Thy judgment ? or who shall accuse 
Thee for the nations that perish, whom Thou hast made ? or who shall oome 
to stand against Thee, to be reyenged for the unrighteous men P 13. For 
neither is there any God but Thou that careth for all, to whom Thou mightesi 
show that Thy iudgment is not unright. 14. Neither shall king or tyrant be 
able to set his face against Thee for any whom Thou hast punished. 15. For- 
somuch then as Thou art righteousThyself, Thou orderest aU things righteously : 

1. Incorruptible, Swayed bv 
no passion ; or, unstained by men s 
sins, though dwelling witn men. 
This verse proves that God is a 
" lover of souls." Ch. xi. 26. 

Is in all things. Preserving, 
ruling, inspiring, even in the ca.se 
of the wicKed. 

4. Sacrifices. Properly, initia- 
tions, mystic rites. 

6. Mturderers of children. Whom 
the Canaanites sacrificed* to their 
idols. 

Feasts qf blood. The Canaanites 
seem to nave ratified treaties by 
pledgine one another in blood, 
and to nave eaten blood in some 
of their rites. Ps. zvi. 4. 



6. Souls destitute qf help. Help- 
less children. 

8. JSven those. The Canaanites. 
As men. As being men, and there* 
fore prone to sm. Wasps, See 
Exod. xxiii. 28; Josh. xxiv. 12. 
Thine host. The Israelites. 

11. Cu/rsed. Because of Ca- 
naan's ofience. Gen. ix. 25. 

12. What hast Thou done? Isa. 
xlv. 9; Eom.ix.20. 

To be revenged, Marg. : Or, '* a 
revenger," i.e. " Who shall oppose 
Thee m order to take vengeance 
on Thee for the punishment in- 
flicted on the evilP'* Comp. 
ver. 14. 
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thinking it not a^^eable with T^ power to condemn him that hath not de- 
senred to be pimished. 16. For Thy ^wer is the beginning of righteousness) 
and because Thou art the Lobd of all, it maketh Thee to be gracious imto all. 
17. For when men will not belieye that Thou art of a full power, Thou showest 
Thy strength, and among them that know it Thou makest their boldness mani- 
fest. 18. But Thou, mastering Thy power, judgest with equity, and orderest 
ns with great fisiTour : for Thou mayest use power when Thou wilt. 19. But 
b^ such works hast Thou taught Thy people that the just man should be mer* 
aful, and hast made Thy chudren to be of a ^ood hope that Thou givest re- 
pentance for siHs. 20. For if Thou didst punish the enemies of Thy children, 
and the condemned to death, with such deliberation, giving them time and place, 
whereby they might be delivered from their malice: 21. With how great 
circumspection didst Thou judge Thine own sons, unto whose fathers Thou 
hast sworn, and made covenants of good promises ? 22. Therefore, whereas 
Thou dost chasten us, Thou scourgest our enemies a thousand times more, to 
the intent that, when we judge, we should carefully think of Thy goodness, 
and when we ourselves are judged, we should look for mercy. 23. Where- 
fore, whereas men have lived dissolutely and unrighteously. Thou hast tor^ 
mented them with their own abominations. 24. For they went astray very 
fiir in the ways of error, and held them for gods, which even among the beasts 
of their enemies were despised, beine deceived, as children of no understanding. 
25. Therefore unto them, as to chudren without the use of reason. Thou didst 
send a judgment to mock them. 26. But they that would not be reformed 
by that correction, wherein He dallied with them, shall feel a judgment worthy 
of God. 27. For, look, for what things they grudged, when they were pun- 
ished, that is, for them whom they thought to be gods *, [now] being punished 



16. In men the possession of 
power often causes t3rranny and 
injustice, but God's Almighti- 
ness is ihe foundation of, and is 
joined indissolubly with justice 
and mercy. 

17. Them that know it, i.e., Thy 
power, and yet acknowledge it not, 
or defy it. 

Makest — manifest, Exposest, 
and therefore punishest. 

19. Such works. Thy clemency 
towards the Canaanites, &c. 

20. The condenmed. The Ca- 
naaiiites doomed to destruction for 
their sins. 

23. Abominations. Idols. Thou 
hast punished them by the ani- 

*mals, &o., which they worshipped, 
e»g., wasps and hornets, to pre- 
serve them from which they used 
to invoke the aid of Beelzebub, 
god of flies. Comp. xi. 16. 

24. 0/ their enemies. Even the 



nations opposed to the Canaanites, 
and sunk in equal idolatry, des- 
pised the creatures whom they es- 
teemed as gods. 

25. Unto them, as to children, 
Thou didst send what seemed a 
childish judgment, viz., wasps, &c. 

26. So the plagues of Egjrpt in- 
creased in severity, teacmng a 
moral lesson to all time. 

27. Literally, "For when, in 
those things, at sufferings from 
which they were indignant, namely 
the things which they deemed 
gods, being punished thereby, they 
perceived Him Whom formerly 
they had refused to know, they 
acknowledged Him as the true 
God; (but too late and grudg- 
ingly,) and therefore utter des* 
truction came upon them." 

For what things, &c. The 
things, which they deemed Gt)ds, 
and by which they were punished, 
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in them, when they saw it, thej acknowledged Kim to be the true God, Whom 
before thej denied to know; and therefore came extreme damnation upon 
them. 



were wasnos, frogs, flies, &c., as 
y er. 23. The writer seems to refer 



to the Egyptians as well as the 
Canaanites. 



S. MATTHIAS. 

Fbbbuaby 24. 

MoBirnro. Wisdom xix. 

A cmtrMf between God*s treatment qf the faithful Israelites and the unbe- 
lievingi Egyptiantj and the wonderful agreement qf created things to serve God's 
people, 

1. As for the imgodly, wrath came upon them without mercy unto the end : 
for He knew before what they would do ; 2. How that haying giyen them 
leaye to depart, and sent them hastily away, they would repent and pursue 
them. 3. For whilst they were yet mourning and making Ifunentation at the 
erayes of the dead, they added another foolish device, and pursued them as 
ragitiyes, whom they had intreated to be gone. 4. For the destiny, whereof 
they were worthy, drew them unto this end, and made them forget the things 
that had already happened, that they might fulfil the punishment which was 
-wantingjto their torments : 5. Aiid that Thy people might pass a wonderful 
way : but they might find a strange death. 6. For the whole creature in his 
proper kind was fuhioned again anew, serving the peculiar conmiandmentB 
that were giyen unto them, that thy children might be kept without hurt : 
7. As namely, a doud shadowing the camp ; and where water stood before, 
dry land appeared $ and out of the Bed Sea a way without impediment ; and 
out of the violent stream a green field : 8. Wherethrough all the people went 
that were defended with Thy hand, seeing Thy marvellous strange wonders. 
9. For they went at large like horses, and leaped like lambs, praismg Thee, O 
LoBD, Who hadst delivered them, 10. For they were yet mindml of the 
things that were done while they sojourned in the strange land, how the ground 



1. The ungodly. The Egyp- 
tians. Exod. xiv. 

4. Destiny. Theinevitablepim- 
iskment of their iniquity. Exod. 
ix. 16 : "In very deed for this 
cause haye I raised thee up, for to 
show in thee My power," Eom. 
ix. 17. 18. 

5. Wonderful way. Through 
the Bed Sea dry-shod. 

6. The whole creature. All 
created things which God used to 
saye the Israelites, and to punish 



the Egyptians, were so miracu- 
lously cnanged in their operations 
and efifects, as to appear a new 
creation. See yer. 20; and 6k, 
xyi. 24, 25. 

7. A cloud, Eormed into a 
pillar. Numb. ix. 15, 16; Exod. 
xiii. 21, 22. 

Green, With sea-weed. 

8. Wonders, yiz. The divided 
sea, the pillar of cloud, &c. 

9. Like horses, exulting in rich 
pastures. 
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brought fortih flies insteftd of catUe, and how the riyer cast up a multitude of 
frogs instead of fishes. 11. But afterwards they saw a new generation of fowls, 
when, being led with their appetite, the^ asked delicate meats. 12. For quaiU 
came up unto them from the sea for theur contentment. 13. And punishments 
came upon the sinners not without former si^;ns by the force of thimders : for 
they sufibred justly according to their own wickechiess, -insomuch as they used 
a more hard and hateful behaviour toward strangers. 14. For the Sodomites 
did not receive those, whom they knew not when they came : but these brought 
friends into bondage, that had weU deserved of them. 15. And not only so, 
but peradventure some respect shall be had of those, because they used straneers 
not friendly ; 16. But these very grievously afflicted them, whom they had 
received with feastmgs, and were ah^y made partakers of the same laws with 
them. 17. Therefore even with blindness were these stricken, as those were 
at the doors of the righteous man : when, being compassed about with horrible 
great darkness, every one sought the passage of his own doors. 18. For the 
elements were changed in themselves by a kind of harmony, like as in a psalteiy 
notes change the name of the tune, and yet are always sounds ; which may 
well be perceived by the sight of the things that have been done. 19. For 
earthly things were turned into watery, and the things, that before swam in the 
water, now went upon the ground. 20. The fire had power in the water, 
forgetting his own virtue : and the water forgat his own quenching nature. 
21. On the other side, the flames wasted not the flesh of the corruptible Uving 
things, though they walked therein ; neither melted they the icy kind of heavenly 



11. New generation. The quails 
are so called, as being brought 
before them in a new fashion, and 
perhaps, as being of uncommon 
size and delicacy. 

12. From the sea, Nmnb. xi. 
31. 

13. Sinners. The Egyptians. 
The writer returns to tSeir des- 
taruction in the Eed Sea, which he 
says was preceded by thnnder and 
lightning. 

More hard. Than the Sodom- 
ites, with whom, it seems, the 
comparison is. 

14. I%ose whom they kfiew not 
The angel messengers. Gen. xix. 

These, TheEgyptians. Friends. 
The Israelites. 

17. Blindness, The plague of 
darkness. 

18. As easily a^ on the psaltery, 
the sound of each string remain- 
ing the same, the musician can 
draw forth different chords and 
tunes ; so God, as it were, play- 
ing upon the elements in Egypt, 



while retaining each in its own 
nature, yet so changed their con- 
dition, and use, and eflfects, as to 
seem to alter tiieir very proper- 
ties. 

19. Earthly — watery. The Jews 
and their cattle, passing through 
the sea, seemed to have assumed 
the nature and condition of in- 
habitants of the water. 

Things that hrfore swam. Al- 
luding to the plague of frogs. 
Compare Ps. cv. 30. 

20. This verse refers to the 
" hail, and fire mingled with the 
hail." Exod. ix. 23, 24; Wisd, 
xvi. 17—19, 22. 

21. Living things. The animals 
sent by God to plague the Egyp- 
tians were not destroyed by the 
lichtninff, nor by the fire, into 
wnich they were cast by the peo- 
ple, xvi. 18. 

Heafoenly meat. The manna, 
which could be baked and boiled, 
and vet was melted by the sun. 
Exod. xvi.. 21, 23. 
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meat, Chat was of nature apt to melt. 22. For in aill things, O Lobd, l^oa 
didflt magnify Thy people, and glorify them, neither didst Inou lightlj regard 
them : but cudst aasiat them in every time and place. 



22. The conclusion from the pre- 
Tioos oommemoration of God's 



dealings with His people. 
Deut. IV. 6, sqq. 



Comp. 



Etbkxno. Ecdesiasticafl i. 



All wiidom U from Ood, and ii obtained by the love and/ear of God, which 
•A their turn always beget, accompany, preserve, and increase wisdom, 

1. All wisdom cometh from the Lobd, and is with Him for ever. 2. Who 
can number the sand of the sea, and the drops of rain, and the days of eternity ? 
3. Who can find out the height of heaven, and the breadth of the earth, and 
the deep, and wisdom ? 4. Wisdom hath been created before all things, and 
the understanding of prudence from everlasting. 5. The word of God most 
high is the fountain of wisdom ; and her ways are everlasting commandments. 
6. To whom hath the root of wisdom been revealed ? or who hath known her 
wise counseb P 7. Unto whom hath the knowledge of wisdom been made 
manifest ? and who hath understood her great experience ? 8. There is One 
wise and greatly to be feared, the Lord sitting upon His throne. 9. He 
created her, and saw her, and numbered her, and poured her out upon all His 
works. 10. She is with all flesh according to His gift, and He hath given her 
to them that love Him. 11. The fear of the Lobd is honour, and glory, and 
gladness, and a crown of rejoicing. 12. The fear of the Lobd maketh a merry 
heart, and giveUi joy, and gladness, and a long life. 13. Whoso feareth the 
Lobd, it shall go well with him at the last, and he shall find &vour in the dsj 
of his death. 14. To fear the Lobd is the beginning of wisdom ; and it was 
Gxeated with the fEuthful in the womb. 15. She hath built an everlasting 



1. All wisdom. Wisdom, whe- 
ther it be regarded as act, habit, 
nde, &c. comes from God, and if 
He gives it to His creatures, it is 
still with Him for ever. S . James 
i 6. Comp. S. John i. 1, 2, con- 
cerning the Word Who is the 
Wisdom of God. 

2. Wisdom here is compared 
with three things that cannot be 
numbered; in ver. 3, with three 
things that cannot be measured. 
Comp. Job xi. 7 — 9 : Isa. xl. 12. 

4. Created, i.e., begotten, if it 
be applied to the Son of G^d. 
ftov. viii. 22. Otherwise, ww- 
dom refers to the works of wis- 
dom, e.g., the creation of the 
world, &c. of which wisdom is the 
idea and architect. 

Understanding qfpmdeTioe* A 
periphrasis for wisdom. 



6. The Word. The Sou of God. 
Some take it for " the natural law 
of God." 

Her ways. The ways by which 
wisdom passes unto men is by the 
eternal law of G^d. 

7. An explanation of ver. 6. 

8. The answer to the preceding 
question. 

9. The answer to the questions, 
verses 2, 3. 

10. According to His g\ft. As 
He has willed to give her to, or 
show her in, His creatures. 

11. Honov/r, The cause of ho- 
nour, &c. The/«flw of God means 
pietv, true religion. 

12. Long Itfe, Life eternal. 
Prov. iii. 2, 18. 

14. In the womb. The fear of 
the Lobd is so closely bound up 
with the heart and ufe of the 
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foundation with men, and she shall continae with their seed. 16. To fear the 
liOBD is fidneBs of wisdom, and filleth men with her fruits. 17. She fiUeth 
all their house with things desirable, and the gamers with her increase. 18. The 
fear of the Lobd is a crown of wisdom, making peace and perfect health to 
flourish ; both which are the gifts of G-qd : and it enlargeth their rejoicing that 
love Him. 19. Wisdom raineth down skill and knowledge of imderstanding, 
and exalteth them to honour that hold her fiBst. 20. The root of wisdom is 
to fear the Lobd, and the branches thereof are long life. 21. The fear of the 
XiOBD driyeth away sins: and where it is present, it tumeth away wrath. 
22. A furious man cannot be justified ; for the sway of his fury shall be his 
destruction. 23. A patient man will bear for a time, and afterward joy shall 
spring up unto him. 24. He will hide his words for a time, and the lips of 
many shall declare his wisdom. 25. The parables of knowledge are in the 
treasures of wisdom : but godliness is an abomination to a sinner. 26. If 
thou desire wisdom, keep the commandments, and the Lobd shall giye her 
nnto thee. 27. For the fear of the Lobd is wisdom and instruction : and 
^th and meekness are His delight. 28. Distrust not the fear of the Lobd 
when thou art poor : and come not imto Him' with a double heart. 29. Be 
not an hypocrite in the sight of men, and take good heed what thou speakest. 
30. Exalt not thyself^ lest thou fidl, and bring dishonour upon thy soul, and 
BO God discover thy secrets, and cast thee down in the midst of the congrega- 
tion, because thou camest not in truth to the fear of the Lobd, but thy heart 
is full of deceit. 



saints that it is as though it were 
bom with their faith and holi- 
ness. Baptism is the vyomh of the 
Church which endues them with 
grace and the Holy Spieit. 

16. Fulneas, Practical wisdom 
increases with the fear of the 
Jjord, Full and perfect fear is 
fall and perfect wisdom. 

17. S.llatt. vi. 33 : " Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you." 

18. Is a crown. Crowns men 
with wisdom, gives peace to the 
soul, health to the body, be- 
cause it mortifies the lusts and 
passions which war against them 
both. 

19. SMIL A loving insight into 
the wonders of nature. 

Knowledge of v/nderstanding. 
Prudence and intelligence in prac- 
tical matters. 

21. Driveth away sins* Past 



sins, by contrition ; future, through 
dread of offending. 

22. AfUrioiLsman, A passion- 
ate man, one without that whole- 
some " fear." 

The sway. The inclination of 
the balance, the man's propensity 
to anger. 

24. Side his words. He will 
take heed that he offend not by 
words of impatience or anger. 

25. The parables of knowledge, 
Maxims ofnbly living. 

An abomination, " Marvel not, 
my brethren, if the world hate 
you." 1 S. John iii. 13. 

26. Obedience is the root of 
divine knowledge. S. John vii. 17. 
Comp. Ecclus. xxi. 11. 

28. A double heart. Like Ju- 
das Iscariot. 

30. Thy secrets. Thy hidden 
hypocrisy. 

Ca^t thee down. Again, as the 
traitor Judas. 
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ANITONCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIEGIIir MAUY. 

Mabch 25. 

MoBNiNG-. Ecclesiasticus ii. 

Every one who wills to serve God must expect trials and temptations, Bui 
there are many helps and remedies at such times, the chitf qf all being the love 
and fear qf God, 

1. My son, if thou come to serve the Lobd, prepare thy soul for temptation. 
2. Set thy heart aright, and constantly endure, and make not haste in tune of 
trouble. 3. Gleaye imto Him, and depart not away, that thou mayest be in* 
creased at thy last end. 4. Whatsoever is brought upon thee take cheer- 
fully, and be patient when thou art changed to a low estate. 5. For gold is 
tried in the fire, and acceptably men in Sie furnace of adversity. 6. Believe 
in Him, and He will help thee ; order thy way aright, and trust in Him. 
7. Ye that fear the Lobd, wait for His mercy ; and go not aside, lest ye 
Ml. 8. Ye that fear the Lobd, believe Him ; and your reward shall not &il. 

9. Ye that fear the Lobd, hope for good, and for everlasting joy and mercy. 

10. Look at the generations of old, and see ; did ever any trust in the Lobd, 
and was confounded? or did any abide in His fiaar, and was forsaken? or 
whom did He ever despise, that called upon Him ? 11. For the Lobd is fall 
of compassion and mercy, longsuffering, and very pitifiil, and forgiveth sins, 
and saveth in time of affliction. 12. Woe be to fearful hearts, and £unt 
hands, and the sinner that goeth two ways ! 13. Woe unto him that is &int« 
hearted I for he believeth not ; therefore shall he not be defended. 14. Woe 
unto you that have lost patience ! and what will ye do when the Lobd shall visit 
you ? 15. They tiiat fear the Lobd will not disobey His word ; and they that 
love Him will keep His ways. 16. Th^ that fear the Lobd will seek that 
which is wellpleasing unto Him ; and they that love Him shall be filled with 
the law. 17. They that fear the Lobd will prepare their hearts, and humble 
their souls in His sight, 18. Saying, We will fall into the hands of the Lord, 
and not into the hands of men : for as His majesty is, so is His mercy. 



1. Prepare. By pxayer, watch- 
^ilness, avoiding of occasions, &c. 

TeTnptation, From the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, &om pros- 
perity and adversity, &c. 

2. Set thy heart. Direct thy 
heart towards God's will and law. 

Make not haste. Wait for re- 
lease in God's good time : for "My 
grace is sufficient for thee." 2 Cor. 
xii. 9. " He that believeth shall 
not make haste." Isa. xxviii. 16. 

3. Increased. Bicwarded. 

6. Acceptable. Pleasing to G^d. 

7. Gh not aside. From His 



fear ; or seek not unlawful means 
for succour. 

12. Fearful. Distrustful. 

Two ways. "Ye cannot serve 
Gt)D and mammon." S. Matt. vL 
24. Comp. S. James i. 6 — 8. 

14. Shall visit. Shall judge. 
1 S. Pet. ii. 12. 

16. Shall he filled. Their senses, 
hearts, memory, intellect, shall be 
pervaded with God's law. 

18. The words of David. 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 14. 

So is Sis mercy. Equal and 
infinite. 
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ErxNnra. EodMiMtioiis iiL 

From fear of God the next step it revertnee iowarde parenti: meekneti and 
humility are commended: a stubborn heart shall be punished, but a wise heart 
shall have success : alms are acceptable with Ood» 

1. Hear me your &ther, O children, and do thereafter, that je may be safe. 
2. For the Lobd hath given the fiither honour oyer the children, and hath 
confirmed the authority of the mother over the sons. 3. Whoao honoureth hia 
fiither, maketh an atonement for his sina: 4. And he that honoureth hia 
mother ia as one that layeth up treasure. *5. Whoso honoureUi his fistther 
shall haye joy of his own children ; and when he maketh his prayer he shall 
be heard. 6. He that honoureth his father shaU have a long life ; and he that 
is obedient unto the Lobd shall be a comfort to his mother. 7. He thai 
feareth the Lobd will honour his &ther, and wiU do seryioe unto his parents, as 
to his masters. 8. Honour thy father and mother both in word and deed, 
that a 1i>le88ing may come upon thee from them. 9. For the blessing of the 
&ther establisheth the houses of children ; but the curse of the mother rooteth 
out foundations. 10. Glory not in the dishonour of thy fiftther ; for thy &- 
ther's dishonour is no glory imto thee. 11. For the glory of a man is m>m 
the honour of his &ther ; and a mother in dishonour is a reproach to the 
children. 12. My son, help thy &ther in his age, and grieye him not as long 
as he liyeth. 13. And if lus understanding fail, haye patience with him ; and 
despise him not when thou art in thy full strens^. 14. For the relieying of 
thy fiither shaU not be forgotten : and instead of sins it shall be added to build 
thee up. 15. In the day of thine affliction it shall be remembered ; thy sins 
also shaU melt away, as the ice in the fidr warm weather. 16. He that for- 
saketh his fiither is as a blasphemer ; and he that angereth his mother is cursed 
of QoD. 17. My son, go on with thy business in meekness ; so shalt thou be 
beloyed of him that is approved. 18. The greater thou art> the more humble 
thyself^ and thou shalt &id fityour before the Lobd. 19. Many are in high 
place, and of renown : but mysteries are reyealed unto the meek. 20. For 



1. S(ife. From sin, and from 
the punishment of disobedience. 

2. Honour, Passively, autho- 
rity over, reverence at the hands of. 

3. Maketh an atonement. True 
reverence for parents sprines from 
true piety, and is acceptaDie with 
God. 

4. Layeth up treasure, in hea- 
ven. 

7. As to his mccsters. A good 
child will show not only respect to 
his parents, but also the obedience 
of a servant. Even so Chbist 
"was subject" unto His earthly 
parents. 

9. Houses. Offspring, families. 

14. Instead of sins. It may be 



"instead of sin-offerings," as 2 
Cor. V. 21. Or, " in place of thy 
sins being remembered." 

15. Shall melt away. "Charity 
shall cover the multitude of sins. * 
1 S. Pet. iv. 8. 

17. In meekness. As did the 
Virgin Mary. 

Mim that is approved. The good 
and holy. 

18. "For He hath regarded the 
low estate of His handmaiden; 
for, behold, from henceforth, all 
generations shall call Me blessed." 
S. Luke i. 48. 

19. Unto the meek. As the 
blessed Virgin. S. Matt. xi. 25 : 
" At that time Jssus answered and 
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the power of the Lobd is great, and He is honoured of the lowly. 21. Seek 
not out the things that are too hard for thee, neither search the things that 
are above thy strength. 22. But what is commanded thee, think thereupon 
with reverence ; for it is not needful for thee to see with thine eyes the thmgs 
that are in secret. 23. Be not curious in tmnecessary matters : for more 
things are shewed unto thee than men tmderstand. 24. For many are de- 
oeiv^ by their own Tain opinion ; and an eevil suspicion hath OTerthrown their 
judgment. 25. Without eyes thou shalt want light : profess not the know- 
ledge therefore that thou hast not. 26. A stubborn heart shall &re evil at the 
last ; and he that loveth danger shall perish therein. 27. An obstinate heart 
^all be laden with sorrows ; and the wicked man shall heap sin upon sin. 
28. In the punishment of the proud there is no remedy : for the plant of 
wickedness hath taken root in him. 29. The heart of the prudent will 
understand a parable ; and an attentiye ear is the desire of a wise man. 
30. Water will quench a flaming fire ; and alms maketh an atonement for 
sins. 31. And he that requiteth eood turns is mmdful of that whi(^ may 
come hereafter ; and when he faUem, he shall find a stay. 



said, I thank Thee, O Fatheb, 
Lobd of heaven and earth, because 
Thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes." 

22. It is not needful, "Blessed 
is she that believed : for thwe shall 
be a performance of those thiuffs 
which were told her from the 
Lobd." S. Luke i. 45. Comp. S. 
John XX. 29. 

24. Opiniort, I.e., about things 
too high for them, as is the case 
with heretics, free-thinkers, &c. 

Suspicion, Conjecture, preju- 
dice. 

25. As a blind man cannot see 
nor guide his own limbs, so he 
who IS ignorant ought not to lead 
others. 8. Luke vi. 39. 

26. Banger, He who from 
stubbornness runs into danger 
(e.g., evil company, sinful amuse- 
ments, &c.) shall perish therein. 



27. Laden. Eom. ii. 5: "But 
after thy hardness and impenitent 
heart treasurest up unto thyself 
wrath against the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of GrOD." 

28. No remedy. Punishment 
does no good to the proud. 

30. Sins. Past sms. So Dan. 
iy. 27: "Break off thy sins by 
righteousness, and thine iniquities 
by showing mercy to the poor." 
S. Luke XI. 41: "Give afins of 
such things as ye have ; and, be- 
hold, all things are clean unto 
you." Comp. 8. Matt. v. 7 ; xxv. 

31. He that requiteth. The 
Lobd shall remember and reward 
him hereafter ; and if he fall into 
trouble. He will succour him. Pa. 
xli. 1: "Blessed is he that con- 
sidereth the poor : the Lobd vnll 
deliver him in time of trouble." 



S. MABE. 
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Afbil 25. 

MoBimrGi^. Ecclesiasticas it. 

An exhortation to charity f and to the practice qf wisdom, drawn from ite 
fruits, which it offers especially to the charitable. This is followed by various 
precepts qf wisdom, especially against false shame, which is an enemy to true 
wisdom, 

1. My son, defraud not the poor of his living, and make not the needj eyes 
to wait long. 2. Make not an hungry soul sorrowful ; neither provoke a man 
in his distress. 3. Add not more trouhle to an heart that is vexed ; and 
defer not to give to him that is in need. 4. Beject not the supplication 
of the afflicted; neither turn away thy face from a poor man. 5. Turn 
not away thine eye from the needy, and give him none occasion to curse 
thee : 6. For if he curse thee in the hittemess of his soul, his prayer shall 
be heard of Him That made him. 7. Get thyself the love of the congreg»> 
tion, and bow thy head to a great man. 8. Let it not grieve thee to l]Ow 
down thine ear to the poor, and give him a friendly answer with meekness. 
O. Deliver him that suf^reth wrong from the hand of the oppressor ; and be 
not fidnthearted when thou sittest in judgment. 10. Be as a &ther tmto the 
fiktherless, and instead of an husband unto their mother ; so shalt thou be as 
the son of the most High, and He shall love thee more than thy mother doth. 
XI. Wisdom exalteth her children, and layeth hold of them that seek her. 
12. He that loveth her loveth life ; and they that seek to her early shall be 
filled with joy. 13. He that holdeth her &st shall inherit glory ; and where- 
soever she entereth, the Lord will bless. 14. They that serve her shall 
minister to the Holy One: and them that love her the Lord doth love. 
15. Whoso giveth ear unto her shall judge the nations : and he that attendeth 
unto her shdl dwell securely. 16. If a man commit himself unto her, he 



6. His prayer shall he heard, 
Ex. xxii. 23 : " If thou afflict them 
in any wise, and they cry at all 
unto Me, I wiU surely hear their 



cr^. 



Congregation^ i.e., especially 
the poor. 

9. Favnihea/rted. Afraid of do- 
ing justice. 

10. As the son. GoD shall show 
Himself a Fathbb to thee. " Be 
ye therefore merciful, as your Fa- 
THEB also is merciM." S. Luke 



VI. 36. 

11. Za^eth hold, 
and draweth to her. 



Protecteth 



12. Life, Chbist, the wisdom 
of God, is "the Wav, the Truth, 
and the Life." S. John xiv. 6. 

14 To the Holy One. Marfi[. : 
"In the sanctuary.** They ^o 
devote themselves to wisdom are 
become as it were priests, in the 
temple, and should live as priests. 
Isa. Ixi. 6. 

15. Shall judge. Is fit to judge. 
1 Cor. vi. 2, 3 : ** Do ye not know 
that the saints shall judge the 
world? . . . Know ye not that 
we shall jud^e angels P" 

16. Commit himself. Troflt 
firznly in her. 
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shall inherit her ; and his generation shall hold lier in possession. X7. For 
at the first she will walk with him bj crooked ways, and bring fear and dread 
upon him, and torment him with hm discipline, until she may trust his soul, 
and try him by her laws. 18. Then will spe return the strait way unto him, 
and comfort him, and show him her secrets. 19. But if he. go wrong, she 
will forsake him, and giye him over to his own ruin. 20. Observe the oppor- 
tnni^, and beware of evil ; and be not ashamed when it conoemeth thy soul 
21. For there is a shame that bringeth sin ; and there is a shame which is 
glory and grace. 22. Accept no person against thy soul, and let not the 
reyerenoe of any man cause tnee to rail. 23. And r^ain not to speak, when 
there is occasion to do good, and hide not thy wisdom in her beauty. 24. For 
by speech wisdom shall be known : and learning by the word of the tongae. 
25. In no wise speak against the truth ; but be abashed of the error of thine 
ignorance. 26. Be not ashamed to confess thy sins ; and force not the course 
of the riyer. 27. Make not thyself an imderUng to a foolish man ; neither 
accept the person of the mighty. 28. Strive for the truth unto death, and 
the LoBD snail fight for thee. 29. Be not hasty in thy tongue, and in thy 
deeds slack and remiss. 30. Be not as a lion in my house, nor frantick among 
thy servants. 31. Let not thine hand be stretched out to receive, and shut 
when thou shouldest repay. 



Shall inherit her. By grace 
here, by glory hereafter. 

Sis generation. Children, pos- 
terity. 

17. WalJc with him. She will 
try him with difficulties. 

Fear, As repentance often be- 
gins with fear of death and heU. 

Torment him. By repressing 
all natural concupiscence, &g. 

Try him. See if he will be 
subject to the laws of wisdom. 

19. Comp. Heb. vi. 4—6. 

20. Observe, Make good use of 
thy opportunities. 

Be not ashamed. When thy 
soul is at stake, beware of false 
shame. Comp. S. Luke ix. 26: 
** For whosoever shall be ashamed 
of Me and of My words, of him 
shall the Son of Man be ashamed, 
when He shall come in His Own 



glory, and in His Fatheb's, and 
of the holy Angels." 

22. Pay not such deference to 
any one as to sin in order to please 
him. 

25. Be abashed. If you have 
committed a fault through ignor- 
ance, do not defend it, but «how 
and express your shame for having 
done it. 

26. Force not. Do not try an 
impossibility, namely, by denying 
or defending wicked actions, which 
the common voice of truth attests. 

27. A foolish man, A sinner. 
Do not put yourself into a sinner's 
power by consenting to, or aiding 
m his sin. 

30. Frantick, Oppressive, ty- 
rannical. 

31. " It is more blessed to give 
than to receive," Acts xs., 36. 



ETBKiKa. Ecdesiasticus v. 



Men must not trust in wealth and strength t nor be proud : 
sincerity in word and deed. 



of penitence: ^ 
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1. Set not thy heart npon thy goods ; and say not^ I have enouffh for my 
life. 2. Follow not thine own mind and thy strength, to walk in the ways of 
thy heart : 3. And say not, Who shall control me for my works ? for the 
liOBD will surely revenge thr pride. 4. Say not, I have sinned, and what harm 
hath happened unto me ? for the Lord is longsulfering, He wUl in no wise let 
thee go. 5. Conoeming propitiation, be not without fbar to add sin imto sin. 
6. And say not. His mercy is great ; He will be pacified for the multitude of 
my sins : for mercy and wrath come from Him, and His indignation resteth 
upon sinners. 7. Make no tarrying to turn to the Lobd, and put not off from 
day to day : for suddenly shall the wrath of the Lobd come forth, and in thy 
security thou shalt be destroyed, aild perish in the day of yengeanoe. 8. Set 
not thine heart upon goods unjustly gotten ; for they shall not profit thee in 
the day of calamity. 9. Winnow not with every wmd, and go not into every 
way : for so doth the sinner that hath a double tongue. 10. Be stedfast in 
thy understanding ; - and let thy word be the same. 11. Be swift to hear ; and 
let thy life be sincere ; and with patience give answer. 12. If thou hast un> 
derstanding, answer thy neighbour ; if not, lay thy hand upon thy moutlv 
13. Honour and shame is in talk : and the tongue of man is his &11. 14. Be 
not called a whisperer, and lie not in wait with thy tongue : for a foul shame 
is upon the thief, and an evil condemnation upon the double tongue. 15. Be 
not Ignorant of any thing in a great matter or a small. 



1. S. Lukexii. 19, 20: "IwiU 
say to my soul, Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many 
years ; ieke thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry. But God said unto 
him, Thou fool, this night thy 
soul sh£Jl be required of thee: 
then* whose shall those^ things be, 
which thou hast provided ?" 

4. Long-suffering, Slow to 
punish, yet certain in the end to 
deal out His vengeance. 

5. Concerning propitiation. Be- 
cause God has pardoned ^ou, do 
not think you mAj go on sinning. 
Your old guilt will return upon 
you, if you persist in sin. Comp. 
S. John V. 14. 

9. Winnow not. Be not fickle 
and inconstant in opinions and 
conduct. Ephes. iv. 14: "That 
we henceforth be no more child- 
ren, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doc- 



trine." Comp. the Collect for the 
Day. 
10. The same. One, consistent. 

12. Lay thy hand upon thy 
mouth. Be silent. Job xxi. 5; 
xxix. 9. 

13. His fall, Ps. xxxix. 1 : " I 
said, I will take heed to my ways, 
that I sin not with my tongue : I 
will keep my mouth with a oridle, 
while the wicked is before me." 

14. Whispeif^r, Secret calum- 
niator. 

Thirf, The thief commits deeds 
shameful enough, but a whisperer 
does worse. Hom. i. 29, 30. 

15. Learn the whole law of God, 
and keep it : think no command- 
ment of too little importance to be 
studied and practised. Slander, 
ver. 14, of which men think little, 
is really a breach of the command- 
ments. Others take it to mean, 
Get all the knowledge you can. 



8. PHILIP AKD 8. JAMES. 



S. PHILIP AKD S. JAMES. 
May 1. 

MoENiiTG. Ecclesiasticus vii. 

Avoid 8in, that you may avoid punuhment : Be not ambitious: Take heed to 
your tongue : Rules of conduct in various relations of life. 

1. Po DO evil, so shall no harm come unto thee. 2. Depaart from the mi- 
just, and iniquity shall turn away from thee. 3. My son, sow not upon the 
furrows of unrighteousness, and thou shalt not reap them sevenfold. 4. Seek 
not of the Lobd pre-eminence, neither of the king the seat of honour. 5. Jus- 
tify not thyself before the LosD ; and boast not of thy wisdom before the 
king. 6. Seek not to be judge, being not able to take away iniquity ; lest at 
any time thou fear the person of the mighty, and lay a stumblingblock in the 
way of thy uprightness. 7. Offend not against the multitude of a city, and 
then thou shalt not cast thyself down among the people. 8. Bind not one sin 
upon another ; for in one thou shalt not be unpunished. 9. Say not, Goo 
will look upon the multitude of my oblations, and when I offer to the most 
high God, He will accept it. 10. Be not fainthearted when thou makest thy 
prayer, and neglect not to give alms. 11. Laugh no man to scorn iii the bit- 
terness of his soul : for there is One Which humbleth and exalteth. 12. De- 
vise not a lie against thy brother ; neither do the like to thy friend. 13. ITse 
not to make any manner of lie : for the custom thereof is not good. 14. Use 
not many words in a multitude of elders, and make not much babbling when 
thou prayest.' 15. Hate not laborious work, neither husbandry, which the 
most High hath ordained. 16. Number not thyself among the multitude of 



2. Shun the society of the 
wicked, and thou shalt not be 
tempted to iniquity. 

3. Our field is our heart and 
will: our habits a8d inclinations 
are the furrows which we make 
there. Comp. Hos. x. 12, 13. 

Sevenfold, A great and heavy 
crop. Gen. iv. 24. 

4. S. James iii. 1 : " My breth- 
ren, be not many masters, know- 
ing that we snail receive the 
greater condemnation." S. Matt, 
xxiii. 8, 12. 

5. Justify not thyself. Like the 
Pharisee in the parable, S. Luke 
xviii. 11. 

6. Being not able. If thou hast 
not power to cut off, or moral 
courage to resist, inicjuity. 

7. A civil and political maxim. 



urging an aiiditional motive against 
ambition. Comp. 1 Kings xii. 11, 
18. 

8. " Woe unto them that draw 
iniquity with cords of vanity, and 
sin as it were with a cart rope." 
Isaiah v. 18, where see note. 

9. Sacrifices require repentance 
and faith from the offerer. 

10. Be not fainthearted. Dis- 
trustful. S. James i. 6, 7 : " Let 
him ask in faith, nothing waver- 
ing . . . For let not that man 
think that he shall receive any- 
thing of the LoED." 

14. Much hahhling, Marg. : 
" vain repetition,** as S. Matt. vi. 
6,7. 

15. Ordained. The- words in 
Gen. iii. 19 are not only a curse, 
but also a precept. 
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sinners, but remember that wrath will not tarry longr. 17. Humble thy soul 
greatly : for the vengeance of the ungodly is fire and worms. 18. Change not 
a friend for any good by no means ; neither a fEuthfiil brother for the gold of 
Ophir. 19. Forego not a wise and good woman : for her grace is above gold. 
20. Whereas thy servant worketh truly, entreat him not evil, nor the hireling 
that bestoweth lumself wholly for thee. 21. Let thy soul love a good servant, 
and defraud him not of liberty. 22. Hast thou cattle ? have an eye to them ; 
and if they be for thy profit, keep them with thee. 23. Hast thou children ? 
instruct them, and bow down their neck from their youth. 24. Hast thou 
daughters ? have a care of their body, and show not thyself cheerful toward 
them. 25. Marry thy daughter, and so shalt thou have performed a weighty 
matter : but give her to a man of understanding. 26. Hast thou a wife after 
thy mind ? forsake her not : but give not thyself over to a light woman. 
27. Honour thy father with thy whole heart, and forget not the sorrows of 
thy mother. 28. Remember that thou wast begotten of them ; and how canst 
thou recompense them the things that they have done for thee ? 29. Pear 
the LoED with all thy soul, and reverence His priests. 30. Love Him That 
made thee with all thy strength, and forsake not His ministers. 31. Fear the 
Lord, and honour the priest ; and give him his portion, as it is commanded 
thee ; the firstfruits, and the trespass offering, and the gift of the shoulders, 
and the sacrifice of sanctification, and the firstfruits of the holy things. 

32. And stretch thine hand unto the poor, that thy blessing may be perfected. 

33. A gift hath grace in the sight of every man living j and for the dead detain 
it not. 34. Fail not to be with them that weep, and mourn with them that 
mourn. 35. Be not slow to visit the sick : for that shall make thee to be be- 
loved. 36. Whatsoever thou takest in hand, remember the end, and thou 
shalt never do amiss. 



16. Wrath, The just anger of 
God, explained verse 17- "Fire 
and worms." 

19. Woman, I.e., wife. 

21. Liberty. I.e., if he can 
purchase his freedom, or if lie 
nave served the required number 
of years. Ex. xxi. 2 ; Lev. xxv. 
41 ; Deut. XV. 12. 

24. Body, Keep them chaste 
and modest. 

Che&rful. Be not too easy or 
indulgent with them. 

31. 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14: "Do ye 
not know that they which minister 
about holy things live of the things 
of the temple P and they which 
wait at the altar are partakers 
with, the altar? Even so hath 
the LoBD ordained that they which 
preach the gospel should live of 
the gospel." 



Firstfruits, Numb, xviii. 13. 

Trespass offering. Lev. vii. 7. 

Crift of the shoulders. Lev. vii. 
34. 

Sacrifice of sanctification. The 
meat offering, " a thing most holy 
of the offerings of theLoED made 
by fire" (Lev. ii. 3, 10) ; the ** pure 
offering " of Mai. i. 11. 

First fruits of the holy things. 
The tithe of the tithe, given by tne 
Levites to, the priests. Numb, 
xviii. 26, 28. 

33. For tlie dead. Be mercifiil 
to the dead by paying them the 
last duties. Tobit iv. 17 : " Pour 
out thy bread on the burial of the 
just." This is one of the works of 
mercy. Some allusion may be 
intended to the custom of offering 
food at funerals. Jer. xvi. 7. 

34. Comp. Rom. xii. 16. 
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"EYESTsa. Ecdenaatieiifl iz. 

JVkat ikmg9 are to be avoided tit tke eaee iif women and Men. 

1. Be not jealoufl oyer the wife of thy bosom, and teach her not an evil 
lesson against thyself. 2. Give not thy soul unto a woman to set her foot 
upon thy substance. 3. Meet not with an harlot, lest thou fidl into her snares. 
4. Use not much the company of a woman that is a singer, lest thou be taken 
with her attempts. 5. Gaze not on a maid, that thou fall not by those things 
that are precious in her. 6. Give not thy soul unto harlots, that thou lose 
not thine inheritance, f. Look not round about thee in the streets of the 
eity, neither wander thou in the soUtary places thereof. 8. Turn away thine 
eye from a beautiful woman, and look not upon another^s beauty ; for many 
haye been deceived by the beauty of a woman ; for herewith love is IH-nHlflil 
as a fire. 9. Sit not at all with another man's wife, nor sit down with her in 
thine arms, and spend not thy money with her at the wine; lest thine heart 
incline unto her, and so through thy desire thou fall into destruction. 
XO. Forsake not an old friend ; for the new is not comparable to him s a new 
friend is as new wine; when it is old, thou shalt drink it with pleasoie. 
IX. Enyy not the glory of a sinner : for thou knowest not what sluul be his 
end. X2. Delight not in the thing that the ungodly have pleasure in ; but 
remember they shall not go unpunished unto their grave. X3. Keep thee &r 
frt>m the man that hath power to kill ; so shalt thou not doubt the fiiar of 
death : and if thou come unto him, make no fault, lest he take away thy life 
presently : remember that thou goest in the midst of snares, and that thou 
walkest upon the battlements of the city. X4. As near as thou canst, guess 
at thy neighbour, and consult with the wise. X5. Let thy talk be with the 
' wise, and all thy communication in the law of the most High. X6. And let 
just men eat and drink with thee ; and let thy glorying be in the fear of the 
LoBD. X7. For the hand of the artificer the work shaiu be commended : and 
the wise ruler of the people for his speech. X8. A man of an ill tongue is 
dangerous in his city ; and he that is rash in his talk shall be hated. 



1. An evil lesson. Suspicion, 
jealousy, or deception. 

2. To set her foot. So that she 
domineer over thee. 

6. Job xxxi. 1 : "I made a co- 
venant with mine eyes ; why then 
should i think upoi^ a maidP" 
Comp. S. Mark ix. 47. 

11. Ps. Ixxiii. 3, 16, 17: "For 
I was envious at the foolish, when 
I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
When I tnought to know this, it 
was too painful for me ; Until I 



went into the sanctuaiy of Go© ; 
then understood I their end." 

13. Xeep thee few. Contrast 
S. Luke xii. 4, 5. 

Shalt not douht. Shalt not be 
anxious at. 

14. Ghiessat. Foresee thy neigh- 
bour's plans with respect to toy- 
self. 

16. Compare S. Luke xiv. 12. 

17. For the hand. On account 
of the skilL 

18. Comp. S. James ill. 2, sqq. 
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S. BAENABAS. 

JUKB 11. 

MoBvnra. EcdesiAstioTU x. 

A wise ruler goveme his state well t pride is hurifid and wicked : man's true 
honour is/bund in the fear qf Ood, 

1. A wise judge will instraot bis people ; and the goyemment of a pradent 
man is well ordered. 2. As the judge of the people is himself so are his 
officers ; and what manner of man the ruler of the city is, such are dl they 
that dwell therein. 3. An unwise king destroyeth his people ; but through 
the prudence of them which are in authority the city snail be inhabit^ 
4. The power of the earth is in the hand of the Lobd, and in due time He will 
set oyer it one that is profitable. 5. In the hand of God is the prosperity of 
man : and upon the person of the scribe shall He lay His honour. 6. Bear 
not hatred to thy neighbour for eyery wrong ; and do nothing at all by in- 
jurious practices. 7. Fride is hateful before God and man : and by both doth 
one commit iniquity. 8. Because of unrighteoiis dealings, injuries, and riches 
got by deceit, the lungdom is translated from one people to another. 9. Why 
is earth and ashes proud ? There is not a more wicked thing than a coyetous 
man : for such an. one setteth his own soul to sale ; because wliile he Hyeth he 
casteth away his bowels. 10. The physician cutteth off a long disease ; and 
he that is to-day a king to-morrow shall die. 11. For when a man is dead, he 
shall inherit creeping tilings, beasts, and worms. 12. The beginning of pride 
is when one departeth from G-OD, and his heart is turned away from, his 
Maker. 13. For pride is the beginning of sin, and he that hath it shall pour 
out abomination : and therefore the Lobd brought upon them strange cala- 
mities, and oyerthrew them utterly. 14. The Lobd hath cast down the 
thrones of proud princes, and set up the meek in their stead. 15. The Lobd 



5. Upon the person, God rives 
to the mstructor of others aJI the 
authority and wisdom which he 
possesses. 1 Thess. y. 12, 13. 

7. By both. Viz., pride and 
injurious practices. 

9. Not a more wicked thing, 1 
Tim. vi. 10: "The love of money 
is the root of all evil." 

To sale. Will sell his soul for 
gain. 

Sis bowels. Either his "bow- 
els of compassion" (1 S. John iii. 
17}, his natural kmdliness and 
affection towards others ; or, he is 
cruel to himself by his niggardli- 
ness and pinching. 

10. A Icing, A tyrant is com- 



pared to a disease, God to a phy- 
sician. As the physician cutteth 
short a disease, so &0D cuts off a 
tyrant by death. 

11. The king, when dead, shall 
fare no better than the common 
man. 

12. The first part, or form, of 

Eride is departure from God's 
w and will. 

13. For, Pride is the cause of 
all sin, and therefore of revolt 
from God, which is the chief and 
foremost species of pnde. 

Shall pour out, He that is in- 
fected with pride shall commit 
abominable sins. 

Upon them. On the proud; 
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hath plucked up the roots of the proud nations, and planted the lowlj in their 
place. 16. The Lobd overthrew countries of the heathen, and destroyed them 
to the foundations of the earth. 17. He took some of them away, and de- 
stroyed them, and hath made their memorial to cease &om the earth. 
18. Pride was not made for men, nor furious anger for them that are horn of 
a woman. 19. They that fear the Loed are a sure seed, and they that love 
Him an honourable plant : they that regard not the law are a dishonourable 
seed; they that transgress the commandments are a deceivable seed. 20. 
Among brethren he that is chief is honourable ; so are they that fear the Lokd 
in His eyes. 21. The fear of the Loed goeth before the obtaining of authority : 
but roughness and pride is the losing thereof. 22. Whether he be rich, noble, 
or poor, their glory is the fear of the Loed. 23. It is not meet to despise the 
poor man that hath understanding; neither is it convenient to magnify a 
sinful man. 24. Great men, and judges, and potentates, shall be honoured ; 
yet is there none of them greater than he that feoreth the Loed. 25. Unto 
the servant that is wise shall they that are j&ee do service : and he that hath 
knowledge will not grudge when he is reformed. 26. Be not overwise in 
doing thy business ; and boast not thyself in the time of thy distress. 27. Better 
is he that laboureth, and aboundeth in all things, than he that boasteth him- 
self, and wanteth bread. 28. My son, glorify thy soul in meekness, and give 
it honour according to the dignity thereof. 29. Who \^ill justify him that 
sinneth against his own soul ? and who will honour him that dishonoureth his 
own life ? 30. The poor man is honoured for his skill, and the rich man is 
honoured for his riches. 31. He that is honoured in poverty, how much more 
in riches ? and he that is dishonourable in riches> how much more in poverty ? 



e.g., the builders of the tower of 
Babel, the Sodomites (Ezek. xvi. 
49), &c. 

18. An answer to the objection 
that pride and its effect, anger, 
are attributes of man's nature, 
and not to be eradicated. 

19. As pride is the beginning 
of sin, 80 tne fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom. 

Deceivable. Deceitful. Or, as 
marg. : " unstable." 

20. In His eyes. The eyes of 
the Lobd. 

21. Boudhness. Rather, "har- 
dening of tne heart," " obstinacy." 

22. Jer. ix. 23, 24. 

25. Reformed. A wise man will 
be thankful for reproof and coun- 
sel. 

26. Be not overwise. Be not 
conceited, do not wish to seem 
wise and skilful. 

Boast not thyself. Do not boast 
of your rank, &c., when you are 



in distress, as though it would be 
degradation to earn your own 
livelihood. Thus S. Paul worked 
at the trade of a tent-maker. Acts 
xviii. 3 ; 1 Cor. iv. 12. 

28. Do not be impatient if you 
have to work for your bread ; for 
this is the way to glorify your 
soul, and to consult its tme dig- 
nity. S. Luke xxi. 19. Sonour 
may mean support, as in 1 Tim. v. 
17, where ** double honour" means 
increased means of subsistence. 

29. Justify. Pronounce inno- 
cent, free from blame. 

BLim that sinneth against his 
own soul. Him that endangereth 
his life by neglecting to work for 
his livelihood, 

30. Skill. Practical wisdom, 
which consists in labouring dili- 
gently and living righteously. 
Such a poor man is worthy of more 
honour than a rich man, inasmuch 
as wisdom is better than ridies. 
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EvxinvQ-. Ecclesiasticus xii. 

Be liberal to the godly , not to the wicked: trust not an enemy, 

1. "When thou wilt do good, know to whom thou doest it ; bo shalt thou be 
thanked for thy benefits. 2. Do good to the godly man, and thou shalt find 
a recompence ; and if not from him, yet from the most High. 3. There can 
no good come to him that is always occupied in eyil, nor to him that giveth 
no alms. 4. Give to the godly man, and help not a sinner. 5. Bo well 
unto him that is lowly, but give not to the imgodly : hold back thy bread, and 
give it not unto him, lest he overmaster thee thereby : for [else] thou shalt 
receive twice as much evil for all the good thou shalt have done unto him. 

6. Por the most High hateth sinners, and will repay vengeance unto the 
ungodly, and keepeth them against the mighty day of their punishment. 

7. Give unto the good, and help not the sinner. 8. A* friend cannot be 
known in prosperity : and an enemy cannot be hidden in adversity. 9. In 
the prosperity of a man enemies will be grieved : but in his adversity even a 
friend will depart. 10. Never tmat thine enemy : for like as iron rusteth, so 
is his wickedness. 11. Though he humble himself, and go crouching, yet take 
good heed and beware of him, and thou shalt be unto him as if thou hadst 
wiped a lookingglass, and thou shalt know that his rust hath not been alto- 

her wiped away. 12. Set bim not by thee, lest, when he hath overthrown 
e, he stand up in thy place ; neither let him sit at thy right hand, lest he 
E to take thy seat, and thou at the last remember my words, and be pricked 
Eerewith. 13. Who will pity a charmer that is bitten with a serpent, or any 
8u6h as come nigh wild beasts ? 14. So one that goeth to a sinner, and is 
defiled with him in his sins, who will pity ? 15. For a while he will abide 
with thee, but if thou begin to fall, he will not tarry. 16. An enemy speaketh 
sweetly with his hps, but in his heart he imagineth how to throw thee into a 
pit : he will weep with his eyes, but if he find opportunity, he will not be 
satisfied with blood. 17. If adversity come upon thee, thou shalt find him 



1. Know to whom. Learn the 
character of the person whom you 
benefit. In two instances S. fiar- 
nabas exercised his natural bene- 
volence at the expense of Christian 
principle. See Acts xv. 37 — 39; 
Gal. ii. 13. 

4. Gal. Ti. 10: "Let us do 
good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the Louse- 
hold of faith." 

6. Overmaster thee. Lest he 
use your kindness to your disad- 
vantage and injury* 

6. This verse repeats and am* 
pMes verse 3. 

9. Will depart. Another read- 
ing gives " wiU be recognized." 



10. As iron rusteth. As iron 
or brass, however it be rubbed, 
soon contracts rust again; so an 
enemy, though seemingly recon- 
ciled, will resume his ill- will and 
malice. 

11. A . looking-glass, A mirror 
of polished nietal, which, when 
once rusted, is always liable to 
lose its polish again, however 
carefully cleansed. 

12. Be pricked, with sorrow 
and remorse, that you did not 
take advice. 

14i A sinner. A false Mend 
that is a sinner. 

16. Weep. He will pretend 
the utmost sorrow for his past 
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there flnt ; and though he pretend to help thee^ yet shall he nndermhae thee. 
18. He will shake his head, and dap his handsi and whisper much, and 
change his conntenance. 



enmity, and for thy adversitieB ; 
but if he hare the opportunity, he 
will kill thee, and ruin thy family 
and reputation. 

18. Clap his hands. In joy at 
thy misfortunes. 



Whisper. Spread false reports 
secretly. 

Change his countenance. He 
will put off the mask of friend- 
ship and grief, and show himself 
in nis true colours. 



S. JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

JUKB 24. 

HosNnro. Malachi iii. 

The prophet foretells the eommg qf Christ in the flesh and of Ifis Jbrertmner, 
S» John the Baptist, to remedy the evils now prevailing. He chides the /g 
for their rebellion, sacrilege, and i^fidelitg, and shows that in the day of j 
ment the final severance between the Just and ut^fust shall be made, 
first Advent leads the mind to His second coming* 

1. Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 
Me : and the LoBD, Whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, eyen 
the Messenger of the coyenant, Whom ye delight in : behold, He shall come, 
saith the Losd of hosts. 2. But who may abide the day of His coming P and 
who shall stand when He appeareth ? for He is like a refiner's fire^ and like 



the Jem. * 

ofjtM^ 

ChfW 



1. I will send, I, the Son of 
God. 

My messenger, S. John Bap- 
tist. SeeS. Lukei. 76; S.Matt. 
xi. 10. 

Prepare the wa/y. By his bap- 
tism, testimony, and teaching, he 
sh£Jl dispose the Jews to receive 
Chbist as the Messiah. 

Kis temple. Fulfilled literally 
by the presentation of Chbist in 
the temple, (S. Luke ii. 22, sqq.) 
and His preaching therein after 
S. John's death. Or, His temple 
is His human nature. S. John 
ii.l9. 

The messenger cf the covetumt, 
Chbist is so called as beine the 
declarer of God's will to the Jews 



under the old covenant — "the an- 
gel of His presence" (Isa. Ixiii. 9 ; 
Gal. iii. 19,) — and as being the me- 
diator of the Gospel. 

Whom, ye delight in. Hag. ii. 7: 
" The desire of ail nations." Comp. 
Gen. xlix. 10. 

2. Who may abide ? How can 
man's weakness, blindness, sinM- 
ness, endure to meet " God mani- 
fest in the flesh P" Let us also 
think of this at the sacrament of 
the altar. 

Like a refiner's fire. Softening 
men's hearts, purging their dross, 
forming them anew. 

lAhefMers' sope. Whitening 
the Chnstian's marriage garment 
by grace. 
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IbUen' lope : 3. And He shaU sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and Qe 
shall purify the sons of Leri, and purge them as gold and silyer, that th^ may 
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. 4. Then shall the offering 
of Judah and Jerusalem he pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and 
as in former years. 5. And I will oome near to you to judgment ; and I will he 
a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adult^ors, and against &lse 
swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, me widow, 
and the &therles8, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not 
Me, saith the Lobd of hosts. 6. For I am the Lord, I change not : therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 7. Eyen firom the days of your fsUihers 
ye are gone away firom Mine ordinances, and hare not kept them. Ketum unto 
Me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lobd of hosts. But ye said. Wherein 
shall we return ? 8. Will a man rob Gk)D ? Yet ye haye robbed Me. But ye 
BSkjt Wherein hare we robbed Thee ? In tithes and offerings. 9. Ye are cursed 
with a curse : for ye have robbed Me, even this whole nation. 10. Bring ye 
aU the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house, and 
proTC Me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. 11. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and 
he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground ; neither shall your vine cast her 
fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. 12. And all nations 
shall call you blessed : for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 13. Your words have been stout agamst Me, saith the Lord. Yet ye 
say. What have we spoken so much against Thee ? 14. Ye have said. It is 
yain to serve GK>d : and what profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, and 
that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts ? 15. And now we 
call the proud happy ; yea, they that work wickedness are set up ; yea, they 



3. Shall sit. As a judge. 
SoTu of Levi, Pnests of the 

New Testament, and all the faith- 
ful. 1 8. Pet. ii. 9. 

An offering. The Holy Eucha- 
rist. Ch. i. 11. 

4. As in the days of old. As 
the sacrifices of Abel, Noah, Abra- 
ham, Aaron, Solomon, the types 
of the great Christian sacrifice. 

6. I will come near. Being in- 
carnate. Comp. Gen. xviii. 21. 
An answer to the question of the 
Jews (ii. 17), " Where is the God 
of judgment?" There is also a 
reference to Christ's second com- 
ing to judgment. 

Witness, and judge. Eev. i. 5 : 
" Who is the faithM witness." 

6. I change not, I keep the 
promise of mercy which I made 
to your forefathers. Lam. iii. 22. 

7. Eetttanh unto Me, by peni- 



tence, and I will return unto you, 
by grace and mercy. 

9. A curse. Drought, famine, 
and poverty, the punishment of 
robbmg God of ffis tribute from 
man. Comp. ver. 10 : " If I will 
not open you the windows of hea- 
ven," &c. 

11. The devourer. The locust. 

13. Have been stout. Bold and 
blasphemous. See ii. 17. 

14 It is vain. Unprofitable, in 
the world's eyes. 1 Cor. xv. 19 : 
" If in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable." 

Mowmfidly, as though chastened 
and penitent. 

15. And now. As if to pro- 
voke God to show His power, and 
punish, if He were able. 

Are set up. Are "built up" 
with wealth, children, honours, &q, 
3 
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that tempt Gob are even delirered. 16. Then they that ^dared the Lobd spake 
often one to another : and the LoKD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of re- 
membrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lobd, and that 
thought upon His name. 17. And they shall be Mine, saith the LosD of 
hosts, in that day when I make np My jewels : and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him. 18. Then shall ye return, and discern 
between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serreth QoD and him 
that serveth Him not. 



16. I%en, The pious took up 
God's cause, and He heard the 
blasDliemy of His enemies and the 
words of the just. 

A book cf remembrance. God 
noted, stored in His memory— -a 
human mode of speech. Comp. 
Dan. vii. 10; Eev. xx. 12. 



17. I will ^are them. Save 
and defend. Ps. ciii. 13. 

18. Ye. Tke impious, who de- 
nied God's providence, skaU be 
forced to change their opinion at 
the day of judgment. 

Betum, Or, "Ye shall again 
discern," see the diffeFenee. 



EvENnra. Malachi iv. 

The day of judgment shall come^ when all the eeemmg inconsistencies of this 
life shall be remedied. Look forward to that day, and study the law by which 
you will be judged. Brfore that time Elijah shall come, as the yreat forerunner 
came brfore Christ's first Advent, 

1. For, behold, the day cometh, that shall bum as an oven ; and aU the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shaU be stubble : and the day that cometh 
shall bum them up, saith the Lobd of hosts, that it shall leave them neither 
root nor branch. 2. But unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of righ- 
teousness arise with healing in His wings : and ye shall go forth, and grow up 
as calves of the stall. 3. And ye shall tread down the wicked j for they shaU 
be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the 



1. For, The reason why the 
difference between the just and un- 
just should be manifested, iii. 18. 

That shall bwrn. When the 
world shall be burned up, and the 
fires of hell shall be prepared for 
the ungodly, and the wrath of the 
Lamb shall blaze forth. Dan. vii. 
9, 10. 

Neither root. No hope of re- 
turning to the state of grace. 

2. Sun of righteousness. Chbist, 
at His second Advent, so called 
because He will then bring to light 
the hidden righteousness of His 
saints, and brighten them with 
glory. 



Healing. Of body, by impart- 
ing immortality, happiness, glory, 
&c., and of soul, by impartingjoy, 
knowledge, and the vision of God. 

Shall go fbrth. From this Kfe 
and this world; or, from your 
graves. 

Grow wp. Or, shall exult and 
leap for jov. Or, shaU pass from 
earth to heaven, from death to 
life. 

As calves. Filled with grace 
and spiritual joy, the fatness of 
God's kingdom. 

3. ShaU tread down. Sitting 
with Chbist in judgment iipon 
sinners, who shall be bumecl as 
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LOBB of hosts. 4. Bemember je the law of Hoses MjeerrBnt, which I com- 
manded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. 
5. Behold, I will send jou Ehjah the prophet before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day of the Losd : 6. And he shall turn the heart of the fiithers 
to the f^iildren, and the heart of the children to their fiithers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse. 



cinders in the depths of hell. S. 
Matt. xix. 28. 

4. The law. By which and by 
no other ye shall be judged. 

5. Elijah, Our Lobd refers 
this prophecy to S. John Baptist. 
S. Matt. xi. 14; xvii. 12. Comp. 
S. Luke i. 17. But it has a fur- 
ther accomplishment in the dim 
future, immediately preceding the 
time of judgment, when, as it 
seems, Ebjah is to come in person. 
S. Matt. xvii. 11; Ecclus. xlviii. 10. 

6. The heart — children. S. 
Luke i. 17. EHjali shall turn the 
hesirts of the Patriarchs, once 
averse from their unbelieving chil- 
dren, to their descendants who in 
the end shall believe on Chbist. 



Abraham and the other fathers 
who " rejoiced to see the day of 
Cheist" (S. John viii. 56), shall 
own the believing Jews for their 
children. 

The heart— fathers. He shall 
make the Jews in the last times 
of equal faith and piety with 
their pious forefathers. There 
shall be a great conversion of Jews 
to Christianity before the end of 
the world. And thus, some take 
the fathers to be the Jews, the 
children to be Chbist and His 
Apostles. 

I7ie earth. And its inhabitants. 

With a cwrse. Eternal destruc- 
tion, because He finds no faith or 
virtue therein. 



S. PETEE. 
June 29. 

MoBNiKa. Ecclesiasticus xv. 

Thi gifts and graces qf wisdom : who shall obtain and who shall miss her ; 
man has free will and may choose his own way. 

1. He that feareth the Lobd will do good : and he that hath the knowledge 
of the law shall obtain her. 2. And as a mother shall she meet him, and re- 
ceive him as a wife married of a virgin. 3. With the bread of understanding 
shall she feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. 4. He shall 
be stayed upon her, and shall not be moved ; and shall rely upon her, and shall 



1. Knowledge. Practical know- 
ledge of the law, i.e., obedience. 

Ser. Wisdom. Ch. xiv. 20, sqq. 

2. Cf a virgin. Married when 
a virgin, not a widow. Wisdom 



shall receive him with aU the love 
and devotion of a newly married 
bride for her husband. 

4. Be stayed. She shall be his 
support and stay. 
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not be confounded. 5. She iball exalt him abore his neighbonn^ and in the 
midst of the congregation shall she open his mouth. 6. lie shall find joj and 
a cro^m of gladness, and she shall cause him to inherit an ererlasting name. 

7. But foolish men shall not attain unto her, and sinners shaU not see her. 

8. For she is far from pride, and men that are liars cannot remember her. 

9. Praise is not seemly m the mouth of a sinner, for it was not sent him of the 
Lord. 10. For praise shall be uttered in wisdom, and the Lobd will prosper 
it. 11. Say not uiou, It is through the Lobd that I fell away : for thou ougnt- 
est not to do the things that He hateth. 12. Say not thou, He hath caused 
me to err : for He hath no need of the sinful man. 13. The. Lobd hateth all 
abomination ; and they that fear God Iotc it not. X4. He Himself made man 
from the beginning, and left him in the hand of his counsel ; 18. If thou 
wilt, to keep the commandments, and to perform acceptable fidthfulness. 
X6. He hath set fire and water before thee : stretch forth thy hand unto whe- 
ther thou wilt. 17. Before man is life and death ; and whether him liketh 
shall be giTcn him. 18. For the wisdom of the Lobd is greats and He is mighty 
in power, and beholdeth all things : 19. And His eyes are upon them that 
fear Him, and He knoweth eyeir work of man. 20. He hath commanded no 
man to do wickedly, neither hath He giTen any man Ucence to sin. 



6. Open his mouth. Acts i. 15 : 
'*And in those days Peter stood 
up in the midst of the disciples, 
and said." 

7. Foolish men. Sinners, for 
sin is the worst folly. 

See. They shall be so far off as 
to be out of sight. 

9. Praise, i.e., of God and wis- 
dom. Or it may be translated, 
" A wise saying is unseasonable." 

A sinTier. While he remains 
such. 

It was not sent him. Marg. : 
" He was not sent of the Lobd," 
i.e., to praise wisdom. 

10. The followers of wisdom 
alone are competent to praise Him. 

Willprosper it, i.e., praise. 

11. Tjiis IS to answer objectors 
who attribute man's folly and sin 
to the natural disposition eiren 
him by God, which he is obliged 
to gratii^. This did not S. Peter 
when, after his fall, " he went out 
and wept bitterly." 

12. Caused. S. James i. 13: 



"Let no man say when lie is 
tempted, I am tempted of GrOD : 
for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither tempteth He any 
man." 

He hath no need. GrOD permits 
evil to be, but He created it not. 
He brings good out of otiI, but 
He has no need of the latter in 
order to work His ptmposes. 

14. In the hand. To deal with 
lumself according to his own de- 
sire ; i.e., God gave man free will. 

15. Perform acceptable faith' 
fulness. Faithful service well- 
pleasing to God. 

16. Fire a/nd water. Evil and 
good, hell and heaven. Dent. 
XXX. 19. 

17. Whether MmliJceth.W)ca.(^'' 
ever of the two pleases him, wliich- 
ever he likes. 

19. Are ttpon. "No one can es- 
cape the eye of God : all our ac- 
tions are done in His sight. 

20. Licence to sin. So that sin 
would become lawful. 
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Erxviird. EoolesiastioiiB xiz. 

On druid:eime&9 pnd fomieaiian t an ruling the ianfuue, detraction^ and eon* 
caalinff eeerete ; on Jriendly reproi^i on eubtUty and hypoerieyi with an ad- 
mixture qffMUfime eoncermng Ufiidom and the fear qf God. 

1. A labouring man that ia giren to drunkenness shall not be rich : and he 
diat contemneth small things shall fall b j Uttle and little. 2. Wine and women 
will make men of understanding to fidl away : and he that deaveth to harlots 
will become impudent. 3. Moths and worms shall hare him to heritage, and 
a bold man shaU be taken awaj. 4. He that is hasty to give credit is hght- 
minded ; and he that sinneth shall o£fend against ms own souL 5. Whoso 
taketh pleasure in wickedness shall be condemned : but he that resisteth plea- 
sures crowneth his life. 6. He that can rule his tongue shall live witnout 
strife ; and he that hateth babbling, shall haye less eyil. 7. Rehearse not unto 
another that which is told unto thee, and thou shalt &re neyer the worse. 
8. Whether it be to friend or foe, talk not of other men's lives ; and if thou 
canst without offence, reveal them not. 9. For he heard and observed thee, 
and when time comeUi he will hate thee. 10. If thou hast heard a word, let 
it die with thee 5 and be bold, it will not burst thee. 11. A fool travaileth with 
a word, as a woman in labour of a child. 12. As an arrow that sticketh in a 
man's thigh, so is a word within a fool's belly. 13. Admonish a friend, it may be 
he hath not done it : and if he have done it, that he do it no more. 14. Ad- 
monish thy friend, it may be he hath not said it : and if he have, that he speak 
it not again. 15. Admonish a friend : for many times it is a slander, and be- 
lieve not every tale. 16. There is one that sUppeth in his speech, but not 
from his heart; and who is he that hath not offended with his tongue f 
17. Admonish thy neighbour before thou threaten him ; and not being angry, 
giye place to the law of the most High. 18. The fear of the Loud is the first 
step to be accepted [of Him,] and wudom obtaineth His love. 19. The know- 



1. And he that contemneth, &o. 
Which the drunkard begins hj 
doing. 

3. Moths and worms. Death. 
Gomp. Job xiii. 28 ; xrii. 14. 

Bold, Hardened by evil lusts. 

4. Jffe that sinneth, i.e., by lis- 
tening to calumny. 

6. JVickedmess, Especially, de- 
traction. 

9. Me heard. The t>erson to 
whom thou tellest it: ne listens 
and marks all you say, seeming 
to take it in good ]^art; but he 
will be the first to stigmatize you 
as a detractor. 

10. Be hold. Do not be afraid 
of suppressing it. Job xxxii. 19. 

12. As a man, woxmded in a 
tender part with an arrow, rests 
not till ne has drawn it out ; so a 



fool, who has received some news, 
has no ease till he has produced 
it and shown it openly. 

13. S-Matt.xvui.21,22: "Then 
came Peter to Him, and said, 
LoBD, how ofl shall my brotiber 
sin against me, and I forgive him p 
till seven times P Jbsus saith 
unto him, I say not unto thee. 
Until seven times: but. Until 
seveniy times seven." 

Admonish, Tell him his faults 
privately. S. Ma!tt. xviii. 16. 

17. Give place to the law, &c. 
Which commands us to be mer- 
ci^ and gentle. GkJ.vi. 1: "Ye 
which are spiritual, restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness ; 
considering thyself, lest thou also 
be tempted." Compare also Lev. 
xix. 17 ; Deut. xxi. 18, sqq. 
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ledge of the commandments of the Lokd is the doctrine of life : and they that 
do things that please Him shall receive the fruit of the tree of immortality. 
20. The fear of the Lobd is ati 'wisctom ; and in all wisdom is the performance 
of the law, and the knowledge of 'His yminipotency. 21. If a servant say to 
his master, I will not do as it pleasdth'f^ee ; though afterward he do it, he an* 
gereth him that nourisheth him. 22. The knowledge of wickedness is i^ot 
wisdom, neither at any time the counsel of sinners prudence. 23. There is* a 
wickedness, and the same an abomination ; and there is a fool wanting in 
wisdom. 24. He that hath sm^ understanding, and feareth (jk>i), is , better 
than one that hath much wisdom, and transgresseth the law of the most High. 
25. There is an exquisite subtilty, and the same is unjust ; and there is one 
that tumeth aside to make judgment appear ; and there is a wise man that 
justifieth in judgment. 26. There is a wicked man that hangeth down his 
head sadly ; but inwardly he is full of deceit, 27. Casting down his coun- 
tenance, and making as u he heard not : where he is not known, he will do 
thee a mischief before thou be aware. 28. And if for want of power he be 
hindered from sinning, yet when he findeth opportunity he will do eviL 
29. A man may be known by his look, and one that hatn understanding by 
his countenance, when thou meetest him. 30. A man's attire, and excessiTe 
laughter, and gait, show what he is. 



19. Doctrine of life. Teaches 
how to live. 

20. All wisdom. Full, perfect, 
wisdom. Perfect wisdom consists 
in the practice of obedience, and 
in theknowledge of Almighty God. 

22. A furtherproof of ver. 20. 

23. There is, I say, wickedness 
enough, but it is execrated by all * 
good men ; folly, however, or the 



mere want of wisdom, is worthy 
of lighter censure. For "he that 
hath small understanding," <&c., 
ver. 24. 

25. There is an exquisite crafl 
which simply acts unjustly; there 
is also one who does evil, or seems 
to do so, that good may come of 
it ; and there is a wise man wlw> 
doth judge righteously. 



S. JAMES THE GEEAT. 

July 25. 

MoBKiKG. Ecclesiasticus xxi. 

Avoid sin, especiaity pride : thefooVs conduct contrasted with the wise man's : 
the fool is described, 

1. My son, hast thou sinned ? do so nomore^ but ask pardon for thy former 
sins. 2. Flee from sin as from the &ce of a serpent .* for if ^ou comest too 
near it, it will bite thee : the teeth thereof are as the teeth of a lion, slaying 
the souls of men. 3. All iniquity is as a two edged sword, the wounds whereof 
cannot be healsd. 4. To texrify and do wrong will waste riches : thus the 



3. Two edged. Slaying soul 
and body. 

Cannot he healed. Except by 
the death of the GoD-Man. 



4. To terrify and to do wrong. 
Haughty abuse aiid tyrannv. Thus 
Behoboam lost his kingdom. 1 
Kings xii. 12—16. 
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house of proad men shall he made desolate. 5. A prayer out of a poor man's 
month reacheth to the ears of Gk>D, and His judgment cometh speedihr. 6. He 
that hateth to he reproyed is in the way of sinners : but he that feareth the 
ItOVD will repent from his heart. 7. An eloquent man is known far and near ; 
but a man of understanding knoweth when he sHppeth. 8. He that buildeth 
his house with other men's money is like one that gathereth himself stones ft>r 
the tomb of his burial. 9. The congregation of the wicked is hke tow wrapped 
together : and the end of them is a flame of fire to destroy them. 10. The way 
of sinners is made plain with stones, but at the end thereof is the pit of hell. 
U. He that keepeth the law of the Losd getteth the understanding thereof : 
and the perfection of the fear of the Lobd is wisdom. 12. He that is not 
wise will not be taught : but there is a wisdom which multiplieth bitterness. 
13. The knowledge of a wise man shall abound like a flood : and his counsel 
is like a pure fountam of life. 14. The inner parts of a fool are like a broken 
yessel, and he wiU hold no knowledge as long as he Hyeth. 15. If a skilful 
man hear a wise word, he will commend it, and add unto it : but as soon as 
one of no imderstanding heareth it, it displeaseth him, and he casteth it be- 
hind his back. 16. The talking of a fool is Uke a burden in the way : but 
grace shall be found in the lips of the wise. 17. They inquire at the mouth 
of the wise man in the congregation, and they shall ponder his words in their 
heart. 18. As is a house that is destroyed, so is wisdom to a fool : and the 
knowledge of the imwise is as talk without sense. 19. Doctrine unto fools is 
as fetters on the feet, and hke manacles on the right hand. 20. A fool lifteth 



6. The reason of the destruction 
of the proud, viz., because the 
poor ana oppressed cry unto God, 
and He heareth them. 

6. Is in the way* Treads in 
the steps of sinners. 

7. Eloquent In a bad sense. 
A man of fluent and unbridled 
speech. 

When he. The "eloquent man." 

8. He that increasetn his wealth 
and ruineth his family by money- 
extorted unjustly from others, is 
heaping up ruin to himself. Comp. 
Jer. xxii. 13, 19. 

10. Is made plain. Is, as it 
were, paved with stones and level 
and easy. Comp. the " broad 
way" spoken of by Cheist. S. 
Matt. vii. 13. 

11. The understanding thereof, 
" If any man will do His will, he 
shall know of the doctrine, whe- 
ther it be of God." S. John 
vii. 17. 

The perfection. Perfect obe- 
dience to God's law is true wisdom. 



12. There is a wisdom. Not a 
true, but a false worldly wisdom. 
Jer. iv. 22 : " They are wise to do 
evil." 

Multiplieth bitterness. Shows 
itself in acts of malice and mis- 
chief, or produces evil fruits, sor- 
row, and misery. 

14. The inner parts. The heart. 

15. Add unto it. By pondering 
and practising it. 

16. Like a burden. Heavy and 
grievous, and a hindrance in the 
right way. 

Ghace. S. Luke iv. 22: "AU 
.... wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of 
His mouth." 

18. The wisdom which a fool 
receives, and attempts to produce 
second-hand, is all confused and 
useless, like a house in ruins. 

19. Fools hate wisdom because 
it fetters and restrains them. 

20. Our blessed Savioue is re- 
corded to have wept, never to have 
laughed. 
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Up his Toioe wiih laughter; but a wise man doth scaroe BmOo a little. 
21. Learning is unto a wise man as an ornament of gold, and like a bracelet 
upon his ri^t arm. 22. A foolish man's foot is soon in his [neighbour's] 
house : but a man of experience is ashamed of him. 23. A fool wiU peep in 
at the door into the house : but he thafc is well nurtured will stand without. 
24. It is tbe rudeness of a man to hearken at the door : but a wise man will 
be grieved with the disgrace. 25. The Ups of talkers will be telling such 
things as pertain not unto them : but the words of such as hare understanding 
are weighed in the balance. 26. The heart of fools is in their mouth : but 
the mouth of the wise is in their heart. 27. When the ungodly curseth Satan, 
he curseth his own soul. 28. A whisperer defileth his own soul, and is hated 
wheresoever he dwelleth. 



21. An antithesis to yer. 19, 
and to be connected with it. 

22. A fool is inquisitive and im- 
pudent. 

25. Are weiahed in the balance, 
of reason and prudence, before 
they are uttered. 

^. Fools blurt out whatever 
oomes into their mind ; wise men 



speak nothing without having well 
considered it. 

27. His own soul. Because he 
is like Satan. S. John viii. 44: 
" Ye are of your father, the devil, 
and the lusts of jour father ye 
will do." 

28. A whisperer. A secret 
backbiter. 



EvEiraira. Eoclesiasticus xxiL - 
Of the %dle,fioli8hf and comq>t : certain things which destroy friendship. 

1. A slothful man is compared to a filthy stone, and every one will hiss him 
out to his disgrace. 2. A slothful man is comparod to the filth of a dunghiU : 
every man that takes it up will shake his hand. 3. An evilnurtored son is the 
dishonour of his father that begat him : and a [foolish] daughter is bom to his 
loss. 4. A wise daughter shaS. bring an inheritance to her husband : but she 
that liveth dishonestly is her &ther*s heaviness. 5. She that is bold disho- 
noureth both her father and her husband, but they both shall despise her. 
6. A tale out of season [is as] music in mourning : but stripes and correction 
of wisdom are never out of time. 7. Whoso teacheth a fool is as one that 
glueth a potsherd together, and as he that waketh one from a sound sleep. 
8. He thisit telleth a tale to a fool speaketh to one in a slumber : when he haw 



1. Is compared to a filthy stone. 
Is despised and neglected. 

3. JSvilnurtured. Ill instructed, 
dissolute. 

6. In mourning. Prov. xxv. 
20 : " As he that taketh away a 
garment in cold weather, and as 
vinegar upon nitre, so is he that 
singeth songs to an heavy heart." 
An amusing tale told at an unsea- 
sonable time is painful and incon- 
gruous; but snarp discipline is 



useful and fitting for learners of 
wisdom. 

7. Glueth a potsherd, i.e., he 
loses his trouble. The "folly" 
spoken of is moral; not sim^y 
want of understanding, but sin» 
corruption of heart and practice. 
See here an emblem of the fall of 
the soul. 

Waketh. He wiU get no thanks 
for his pains. 



8. JJlHXS THB aSBAT. 



877 



told his tale, he will say, What is the matter P 9. If children lire honestly, 
and have wherewithal, iher shall coyer the baseness of their parents. 10. But 
children, being haaghty, through disdain and want of nurture do stain the 
nobility of their kindred. 11. Weep for the dead, for he hath lost the light : 
and weep for the fool, for he wanteth understanding : make little weeping for 
the dead, for he is at rest : but the life of the fool is worse than death.* 
U. Seren days do men mourn for him that is dead : but for a fool and an un« 
godly man all the days of his life. 13. Talk not much with a fool, and go not 
to hun that hath no understanding : beware of him, lest thou have troubk, and 
thou shalt never be defiled with his fooleries : demrt from him, and thou shiJt 
find rest, and never be disquieted with madness. 14. What is heavier than lead ? 
and what is the name thereof but a fool ? 15. Sand, and salt, and a massof iron, 
is easier to bear than a man without understanding. 16. As timber girt and 
bound together in a building cannot be loosed with shaking : so the h^urt that 
is stablished by advised counsel shall fear at no time. 17. A heart settled 
upon a thought of understanding is as a fiur plaistering on the waU of a gallery. 
IB. Pales set on an high place ^11 never stand against the wind : so a fearful 
heart in the imagination of a fool cannot stand against any fiaar. 19. He that 
|Mricketh the eye will make tears to fall : and he that pricketh the heart maketh 
it to show her knowledge. 20. Whoso casteth a stone at the birds frayeth 
them away : and he that upbraideth his friend breaketh friendship. 21. Though 
thou drewest a sword at thy friend, yet despair not : for there may be a return- 
ing [to &vour.] 22. If thou hast opened thy mouth against thy friend, fear 
not ; for there may be a reconciliation : except for upbraiding, or pride, or 
disclosing of secrets, or a treacherous wound : for for these things every friend 
will depart. 23. Be faithful to thy neighbour in his poverty, tbAt thou mayest 
rejoice in his prosperity : abide stedfast unto him in the time of his trouble, 
that thou mayest be heir with him in his heritage : for a mean estate is not 
always to be contemned : nor the rich that is foolish to be had in admiration. 
24. As the vapour and smoke of a furnace goeth before the fire ; so reviling 
before blood. 25. I will not be ashamed to defend a friend ; neither will I 
hide myself from him. 26. And if any evil happen unto me by him, eveiy 
one that heareth it will beware of him. 27. Who shall set a watch before my 
mouth, and a seal of wisdom upon my lips, that I Ml not suddenly by them, 
and that my tongue destroy me not ? 



11. Worse than death, i.e., na- 
tural death, for it is spiritual death ; 
and the longer he lives, the more 
hopeless is his state. 

13. With madness. Such mad- 
ness as the '^ors." 

17. On the wall of a gallery, 
Marg.: "Ofa polished wall." As 
plaister strengthens and adorns a 
wall, so good counsel strengthens 
and adorns the heart. 

18. In the imagination. Best- 



ins upon the imagination, with no 
other ground than a fool's thoughts 
to rest upon. 

19. S^ that pricketh the heart. 
^j praise pr blame, advice, warn- 
ing, &c.. He makes it show its 
better knowledge, teaches it sound 
wisdom, and so helps it to reform 
iteelf. 

27. Ps. cxli. 3. " Set a watch, O 
LoBD, before my mouth ; keep the 
door of my lips." 
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S. BAETHOLOMEW. 

August 24. 

« MoBNiKa. Ecclesiasticus xxiv. 

Witdom speaks and commends herself unto men ; she comes from Ood : created 
and governs all things : dwells in Israel : her beauty : her fruits : she is in the 
law and the prophets, f Compare Prov. viii, ; Wisd, viuj 

1. Wisdom shall praise he^elf, and shall gloiy in the midst of her people. 
2. In the congregation of the most High shall she open her month, and tnumph 
before His power. 3. I came out of the mouth of the most High, and covered 
the earth as a cloud. 4. I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy- 
pillar. 5. I alone compassed the circuit of hearen, and walked in the bottom 
of the deep. 6. In the waves of the sea, and in all the earth, and in every 
people and nation, I got a possession. 7. With all these I sought rest : and 
m whose inheritance shall I abide ? 8. So the Creator of all things gave me 
a commandment, and He that made me caused my tabernacle to rest, and said, 
Let thy dwelling be in Jacob, and thine inheritance in Israel. 9. He created 
me from the beginning before the world, and I shall never feil. 10. In the 
holy tabernacle I served before Him; and so was I established in Sion. 
11. Likewise in the beloved city He gave me rest, and in Jerusalem was my 
power. 12. And I took root m an honourable people, even in the portion of 
the Lobd's inheritance. 13. I was exalted like a cedar in Libanus, and as a 
cypress tree upon the mountains of Hermon. 14. I was exalted like a palm 
tree in Engaddi, and as a rose plant in Jericho, as a fair olive tree in a pleasant 
field, and grew up as a plane tree by the water. 15. I gave a sweet smell like 
cinnamon and aspalathus, and I yielded a pleasant odour like the best myrrh, 
as galbanum, and onyx, and sweet storax, and as the fume of fi-ankincense in 



1. Wisdom. Some things here 
said about wisdom apply especially 
to essential Wisdom, some to the 
Word of God, some to created 
Wisdom. 

3. I came, I, the Word of God. 
As a cloud. Which marches 

silently and irresistibly oyer the 
earth. /. t , 

4. Cloudy pillar. So Ps. xviii. 
11 : "He made darkness !&is secret * 
place; His pavilion round about 
Him were dark waters and thick 
clouds of the skies.*' 

6 — 6. Wisdom shows her uni- 
versal dominion, providence, power 
and knowledge. 

7. With all these, viz., peoples 
and nations. 

9. Prov. viii. 22, 23 : " TheLoBD 
possessed me in the beginning of 
His way, before His works of old. 



I was set up from everlasting, from 
the beginning, or ever the earth 
was." 

14. Engaddi, On the west side 
of the Dead Sea, once famous for 
its palms. Its old name was Ha- 
zazon-Tamar (2 Chron. xx. 2), 
which means " the felling of palm 
trees." 

15. Aspalathm. A prickly shrub 
yielding a fra^ant ou. 

Galbanum. Th^resin of a 
thorny shrub imperfectly known. 
This and ' the next two substances 
were used in the sacred incense. 
Exod. XXX. 34. 

Omx, or 6nvcha. The cover- 
ing of the shell of some kinds of 
shell-fish ; it enhances the fra- 
grance, if mixed with other per- 
fumes. 

Storax. The fragrant gum from 
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the tabernacle. 16. As the turpentine tree I Btretohed out my branches, and 
my branches are the branches of honour and grace. 17. As the vine brought 
I forth pleasant savour, and my flowers are tiie fruit of honour and riches. 

18. I am the mother of fair love, and fear, and knowledge, and holy hope : I 
therefore, being eternal, am given to all my children which are named of Him. 

19. Come unto me, all ye that be desirous of me, and fill yourselves with my 
fruits. 20. For my memorial is sweeter than honey, and mine inheritance 
than the honeycomb. 21. They that eat me shall yet be hungry, and they 
that drink me shall yet be thirsty. 22. He that obeyeth me shall never be 
confounded, and they that work by me shall not do amiss. 23. All these 
things are the book of the covenant of the most high God, even the law which 
Moses commanded for an heritage unto the congregations of Jacob. 24. Faint 
not to be strong in the Lobd ; that He may confirm you, cleave unto Him : 
for the Lobd Almighty is God alone, and beside Him there is no other Sa- 
viour. 25. He fiUeth all things with His wisdom, as Phison and as Tigris in 
the time of the new fruits. 26. He maketh the understanding to abound like 
iJuphrates, ^nd as Jordan in the time of the harvest. 27. He maketh the 
doctrine of knowledge appear as the light, and as Geon in the time of vintage. 
28. The first man Imew her not perfectly : no more shall the last find her 
out. 29. For her thoughts are more than the sea, and her counsels profounder 
than the great deep. 30. I also came out as a brook from a river, and as a 
conduit into a garden. 31. I said, I will water my best garden, and will water 
abundantly my garden bed : and, lo, my brook became a river, and my river 
became a sea. 32. I will yet make doctrine to shine as the morning, and will 



a tree of the same name. It is 
translated "stacte" Exod. xxx. 34. 

16. Turpentine tree. The tere- 
binth, a tan, spreading tree, with 
dark evergreen foliage — the pecu- 
liar tree of Palestine. 

My branches. The honour and 
grace of wisdom are its wide ex- 
tension and numerous offshoots. 

17. My flowers. As the flowers 
of the vme produce the fruit, so 
wisdom produces honour and 
riches, spiritual and temporal. 

: 18.. These are. the fruits* of wis- 
dom — faith, hope, ald& chaMty. 

20. Memorial, Ps. cxii. 403: 
" How sweet are Thy words unto 
my taste ! yea, sweeter than honey- 
to my mouth.*' Comp. Isa. Iv. 1, 
and S. Bernard's hymn, " Jbsu 
dulcis memoria." 

21. There is no better proof of 
advancement in holiness than the 
desire of further progress. 

23. All these things are. All 
that has been said in praise of wis- 



dom is contained in, is the sum of, 
the law and the prophets. 

25. As Phison and Tigris fill 
plains with their waters, when they 
are swollen by the melting of the 
winter snow. See n. Gen. ii. 11. 

26. €f harvest, . Barley harvest. 
Josh. iii. 15. 

27. As Georif i.e., fertilising by 
its overflow. Some take Geon for 
the Nile ; but see n. Gen. ii. 13. 

30. Wisdom speaks of herself 
as a channel led from the stream 
of GoD-'s wisjdom to enrich men, 
especially Ood's heritage, a gar- 
den, 

31. Wisdom ever increases, if 
received duly, and used prayer- 
fully. " Whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given ; and he shall have 
more abundance." S. Matt. xiii. 
12. We may also apply the verse to 
the wonderful spread of Christ's 
kingdom. 

32. As the morning. Brighter 
and brighter unto the perfect day. 
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send forth ber Hffht afiur off. 33. I will yet pour out doctrine ab prophecy, 
and leaye it to aU ages for ever. 34. Behold that I haTe not labourod for 
myself only, but for all them that seek wisdom. 



33. As prophecy. As preach- 
ing. Wisdom sluiU be taught and 
preached for ever. This verse 



may be spoken by wisdom ; but 
the next is by the author of Ec- 
clesiasticus, as chap, xxxiii. 17. 



ETZimra. Ecdesiaatioas xziz. 

About lendinff €tnd being surety ; we should show mercy and lend; the bor^ 
rower must return what he has borrowed : some incentives to lending and giving 
alms : advice about suretiship : about leading a wandering life, 

1. He that is merciful will lend unto his neighbour ; and he that strengthen- 
eth his hand keepeth the commandments. 2. Lend to thy neighbour in time 
of his need, and pay thou thy neighbour again in due season. 3. Keep thy 
word, and deal faithfully with him, and thou shalt always find the thing that 
is neoessaiy for thee. 4. Many, when a thing was lent them, reckoned it to 
be found, and put them to trouble that helped them. 5. Till he hath receired, 
he will kiss a man's hand ; and for his neighbour's money he will speak sub- 
missl^ : but when he should repay, he will prolong the time, and return words 
of gnat, and complain of the tmtie. 6. If he prevail, he shall hardly receiye 
the half, and he will count as if he had found it : if not, he hath depriyed him 
of his money, and he hath gotten him an enemy without cause : he payeth him 
with cursings and railings ; and for honour he will pay him disgrace. 7, Many 
therefore have refosed to lend for other men's ul dealing, rcaring to be de- 
frauded. 8. Tet haye thou patience with a man in poor estate, and delay not 
to show him mercy. 9. Help the poor for the commandment's sake, and turn 
him not away beosiuse of his poverty. 10. Lose thy money for thy brother 
and thy friend, and let it not rust under a stone to be lost. 11. Lay up thy 
treasure according to the commandments of the most High, and it shall bring 
thee more profit than gold. 12. Shut up alms in thy storehouses : and it ahaU 
deliver thee from all affliction. 13. It shall fight for thee against thine ene- 
mies better than a mighty shield and strong spear. 14. An honest man is 
surety for his neighbour : but he that is impudent wiU forsake him. 15. For- 
get not the friendship of thy surety, for he hath given his Ufe for thee. 16. A 



I. ffe that strengtheneth his 
hand. His neighbour's hand, i,e., 
by relieving him. 

3. Shalt find. Thou shalt be 
helped in thy need. 

^. If he prevail. If the lend- 
er prevail, so as to recover his 
debt. 

If not. If he prevail not, the 
borrower hath deprived him, &c. 

For hoTuyur, Instead of respect 
and gratitude. 

II. Lay wp thy treasure, i.e., 



in heaven. Comp. Dan. iy.' 27 ; 
S. Matt. vi. 20. 

12. In thy storehouses. In the 
heart of the poor. The wants of 
thepoorare thetreasury of Chbist. 
See note, ch. iii. 30. 

14 Impudent, He that has lost 
all sense of shame and honour. 

15. Kis life. His means of 
living; or his life and liberty. 
Appfy these words to the death of 
Cheist, Who is made the " sure^ 
of abettertestament." Heb.vii.23. 



8. MATTHXW. 



881 



nxmer will oyerthrow the good estate of his surety ; 17. And he that is of an 
unthankful mind will leave hijn [in danser] that delivered him. 18. Suretiship 
hath undone many of good estate, and shaken them as a wave of the sea : 
mighty men hath it dnven from their houses, so that they wandered among 
strange nations. 19. A wicked man transgressing the commandments of the 
IiOBD shall fall into suretiship : and he tlmt undertaketh and followeth other 
men's business for gain shall fall into suits. 20. Help thy neighbour accord- 
ing to thj power, and beware that thou thyself fall not mto the same. 21. The 
cMef thmg for life is water, and bread, and clothing, and an house to cover 
shame. 22. Better is the life of a poor man in a mean cottage, than deUcate 
&re in another man's house. 23. Be it little or much, hold thee contented, 
that thou hear not the reproach of thy house. 24. For it is a miserable life 
to go from house to house : for where thou art a stranger, thou darest not open 
thy mouth. 25. Thou shalt entertain, and feast, and have no thanks : more- 
ovcir thou shalt hear bitter words ; 26. Come, thou stranger, and furnish a 
table, and feed me of that thou hast ready. 27. GKve place, thou stranger, to 
an honourable man : my brother cometh to be lodged, and I have need of mine 
house. 28. These things are grievous to a man of understanding j the up- 
braiding of house-room, and reproaching of the lender. 



19. Loss by suretiship is often 
sent as a punishment upon wicked 
and ayancious men. 

Se that v/ndertaketh—for gain. 
He who is always making con- 
tracts and bargains. 

20. Yet be not deterred from 
helping thy neighbour through 
fear of the dangers of suretiship ; 
only do it prudently. 

Into the same, i.e., helplessness, 
need. 

21. To cover shame. Sufficient 



for the purpose of shelter and pri- 
vacy, and no more. 

23. That thou hear not. That 
thou expose not thyself to be re- 

Sroached for the meanness of thy 
ome or family. 

25. Thou shalt entertain. These 
words must refer to the host who 
receives the stranger ; while thou 
shalt hear, &c., refer to the guest. 
But some read, "He shall be en- 
tertained and feed [i.e., wait upon 
his host], and have no thanks," &o. 



S. MATTHEW. 

Sbftembbb 21. 

MoBKiira. Ecclesiastious zxxv. 

Of sacrifices: offerings and prayers. 

1. He that keepeth the law bringeth offerings enough : he that taketh heed 
to the commandment offereth a peace offering. 2. He that requiteth a good 



1. 1 Sam. XV. 22: "Hath the 
LoBD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obey- 
ing the voice of the Lobd P Be- 
b<3d, to obey is better than sacri- 



fice, and to hearken than the fat 
of rams." Comp. Chbist's words 
to the Samaritan woman, S. John 
iv. 24. 
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turn offeieth fine flour ; and lie that gi^eth alms sacrificeth praise. 3. To de- 
part from wickedness is a thing pleasing to the I^psD : and to forsaJce unrigh* 
teousness is a propitiation. 4. Thou e^t not appear empty before the Lobd. 
5. For all these things [are to be done] because of the commandment. 6. The 
offering of the righteous maketh the altar fS&t, and the sweet sayour thereof is 
before the most High. 7. The sacrifice of a just man is acceptable, and Jihe 
memorial thereof shall never be forgotten. 8. GKye the Lobd His honour with 
a good eye, and diminish not the firstfruits of thine hands. 9. In all thy gifts 
show a cheerful countenance, and dedicate thy tithes with gladness. 10. G-iye 
unto the most High according as He hath enriched thee ; and as thou hast 
gotten, give with a cheerful eye. 11. For the Lobd recompenseth, and will 
give thee seven times as much. 12. Do not think to corrupt with gifts ; for 
such He wiU not receive ; and trust not to unrighteous sacrifices : for the Lobd 
is judge, and with Him is no respect of persons. 13. He will not accept any 
person against a poor man, but will hear the prayer of the oppressed. 14. He 
will not despise the supplication of the fisitherless ; nor the widow, when she 
poureth out her complaint. 15. Bo not the tears run down the widow's 
cheeks ? and is not her cry against him that causeth them to fiilL ? 16. He 
that serveth the Lobd shall be accepted with favour, and his prayer shall reach 
unto the clouds. 17. The prayer of the humble pierceth the clouds : and till 
it come nigh, he will not be comforted ; and will not depart, till the most High 
shall behold to judge righteously, and execute judgment. 18. For the Lobd 
will not be slack, neither will the Mighty be patient toward them, till He have 
smitten in sunder the loins of the unmerciful, and repayed vengeance to the 
heathen ; till He have taken away the multitude of the proud, and broken the 
sceptre of the unrighteous ; ' 19. Till He have rendered to every man according 
to his deeds, and to the works of men according to their devices ; till He have 
judged the cause of His people, and made them to rejoice in His mercy. 
20. Mercy is seasonable in the time of affliction, as clouds of rain in the time 
of drought. 



2. FiTie flour, Mincha, a type 
of the Holy Eucharist. Lev. ii. 1. 

Sacrificeth praise. Offereth a 
thank-offering, a "sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving," like the 
whole burnt sacrifice. 

3. A propitiation, A sin-offer- 
ing. 

4. It might be said that actual 
sacrifices therefore were not re- 
quired ; but God's law says (Ex. 
xxiii. 15; Deut. xvi. 16), "Thou 
shalt not appear before the Lobd 
empty." 

6. These things. The appointed 
sacrifices. 

6. Maketh the altar fat. Is a 
fat, choice, victim. 

8. With a good eye. Grenerously, 



" Not grudgingly, or of necessity : 
for GrOD loveth a cheerful giver." 
2 Cor. ix. 7 ; so vers. 9, 10. 

12. Do not think, &c. Literally 
" do not bribe," i.e., do not fancy 
that you can bribe God to over- 
look your shortcomings. Others 
take it as, " Do not offer imper- 
fect, unlawful, sacrifices." See 
Lev. xxii. 21, 22. 

17. Till it come nigh, so., God's 
throne. Or, till it return to him 
accomplished. Comp. S. Luke xi. 
5 — 9 ; xviii. 5. 

18. Patient. S. Luke xviii. 7 : 
" And shall not God avenge His 
own elect, which cry day and night 
unto Him, though He bear long 
with them P" 
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Evening. Ecclesiasticus xxxTiii. 

Honour is due to the phynciaUf and why ; duty of a sicjt person ; on mourn' 
ing for the dead; the wisdom of the learned requireth leisure t mechanical arts 
need active and constant practice, 

1. Honour a physician with the honour due unto him for the uses which ye 
may have of him : for the Loed hath created him. 2. For of the most High 
Cometh healing, and he shall receive honour of the king. 3. The skill of the 
physician shall lift up his head : and in the sight of great men he shall be in 
admiration. 4. The Loed hath created medicines out of the earth ; and he 
that is wise will not abhor them. 5. Was not the water made sweet with 
wood, that the virtue thereof might be known ? 6. And He hath given men 
skill, that He might be honoured in His marvellous works. 7. With such 
doth he heal [men,] and taketh away their pains. 8. Of such doth the 
apothecary make a confection ; and of his works there is no end j and from 
him is peace over all the earth. 9. My son, in thy sickness be not negligent : 
but pray unto the Loed, and He will make thee whole. 10. Leave off from 
sin, and order thine hands aright, and cleanse thy heart from all wickedness. 
11. Give a sweet savour, and a memorial of fine flour; and make a fat offering, 
as not being. 12. Then give place to the physician, for the Loed hath 
created him : let him not go from thee, for thou hast need of him. 13. There 
is a time when in their hands there is good success. 14. For they shall also 
pray unto the Loed, that He would prosper that, which they give for ease and 
remedy to prolong life. 15. He that sinneth before his Maker, let him fall 
into the hand of the physician. 16. My son, let tears fall down over the 
dead, and begin to lament, as if thou hadst suffered great harm thyself ; and 
then cover his body according to the custom, and neglect not his burial. 
17. Weep bitterly, and make great moan, and use lamentation, as he is 
worthy, and that a day or two, lest thou be evil spokfen of : and then comfort 
thyself for thy heaviness. 18. For of heaviness cometh death, and the heavi- 



1. Honour, By respect, obe- 
dience, and support. The same 
honour is due to the clergy, the 
physicians of the soul. 

Hath created. Hath made him 
wliat he is, skilful and scientific. 

6. With wood. Alluding to the 
sweetening of the bitter waters of 
Marah, by casting therein a cer- 
tain tree, which received the pro- 
perty of rendering such water 
gweet and palatable. Ex. xv, 25. 

The virtue thereof. Of the wood 
or tree, which was not known 
before. There are trees in Peru 
and Coromandel which are said 
to exhibit the above quality. 

7. With such. Medicines, v. 4- 



8. No end, New diseases ever 
requiring and eliciting new re- 
medies. 

Peace, Health and comfort. 

9. Pray unto the Lord, Who 
alone can make medicine cure 
thee. 

10. Thine hands. Firmly pro- 
pose to act rightly henceforward. 
Comp. 1 Cor. xi. 30; S. John v. 
14 

11. Sweet savour. Offering of 
sweet incense. 

As not bein^. As though thou 
wert nothing in God's sight. Or, 
as one who is leaving the world. 

15. Let him fall. He deserves 
to be afflicted with disease. 
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ness of tiie heart breaketh strength. 19. In affliction also sorrow remaineth : 
and the life of the poor is the curse of the heart. 20. Take no heayiness to 
heart : driye it away, and remember the last end. 21. Forget it not, for there 
18 no turning again : thou shalt not do him good, but hurt thyself. 22. Be- 
member my ju&nent : for thine i^o shall be so ; yesterday for me, and to- 
day for thee. Z3. When the dead is at rest, let his remembrance reafc ; and 
be comforted for him, when his spirit is departed from him. 24. The 
wisdom of a learned man cometh by opportunity of leisure : and he that hath 
little business shall become wise. 25. How can he get wisdom that holdeth 
the plough, and that glorieth in the goad, that driyeth oxen, and is occupied 
in thidir labours, and whose talk is of bullocks ? 26. He giyeth his mind to 
make furrows ; and is diligent to giye the kine fodder. 27. So every car- 
penter and workmaster, that laboureth night and day : and they that cut and 
graye seals, and are diligent to make great variety, and give themselves to 
counterfeit imagery, and watch to finish a work : 28. The smith also sitting 
by the anvil, and considering the iron work, the vapour of the fire wasteth his 
flesh, and he fighteth with the heat of the furnace : the noise of the hammer 
and the anvil is ever in his ears, and his eyes look still upon the pattern of the 
thing that he maketh $ he setteth his mind to finish his work, and watcheth to 
polish it perfectly : 29. So doth the potter sitting at his work, and turning 
the wheel about with his feet, who is alway carenilly set at his work, and 
maketh all his work by number ; 30. He mshioneth the clay with his arm, 
and boweth down his strength before his feet ; he applieth himself to lead it 
over ; and he is diligent to make clean the furnace : 31. AH these trust to 



19. Is the curse of the heart* 
Hakes the heart sad, ready to 
complain. 

20. The last end, Bemember 
that yon are hastening your own 
death by giving way to immo- 
derate sorrow. 

21. Forget not that you are in- 
curring death, for there is no 
return to life. Besides this, your 
Borrow cannot benefit the dead. 

22. My judgment. The uni- 
versal law to which I have yielded. 
The dead is speaJcing to the living. 

23. Let his remembrance rest. 
Be not disquieted by the me- 
mory of the dead. 

24. Leisure. S. Luke x. 39— 
42 : " And she had a sister called 
Mary, which also sat at Jesfs* 
feet, and heard His word. But 
Martha was cumbered about much 
serving, and came to Him, and 
said, LoBD, dost Thou not care 
that my sister hath left me to 



serve alone P bid her therefore 
that she help me. And Jesus 
answered and said unto her, Mar- 
tha, Martha, thou art careful and 
troubled about many things : But 
one thing is needful: and Mary 
hath chosen that good part, whicn 
shall not be taken away &om her." 

27. To counterfeit imagery. To 
imitate paintings. 

Watch, Are wakeful ; work all 
night. 

29. Sy number. So many ves- 
sels from each lump of clay. Or, 
by a certain regulated speed of 
his wheel. 

30. Before his feet. Leaning 
over his work, to give more power 
to his feet to tread the clav. Marg. : 
" tempereth it with his feet." 

To lead it over. To glaze or 
colour it with lead. 

31. These artisans h^ve their 
own special wisdom, which is ne- 
cessary in every society of men. 
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ifaeir hands : and every one is wise in his work. 32. Without tiiese cannot a 
city be inhabited : and they shall not dwell where they will, nor go up and 
down : 33. They shall not be sought for in publick counsel, nor sit high in 
the congregation : they shall not sit on the judges* seat, nor understand the 
sentence of judgment : they cannot declare justice and judgment ; and they 
shall not be found where parables are spoken. 34. But they will maintain 
the state of the world, and [all] their desire is in the work of their craft. 



32. They shall not dwell. Men 
shall not dwell, nor roam about 
in the city. That is, without their 
arts, cities would be neither built, 
inhabited, nor frequented. 



34. Th^ state. That which God 
has made. They will repair and 
keep up the things which are ne- 
cessary for the comfort and wel- 
fare of society. 



8. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS. 

SEFTEliBBB 29. 

MoBNiKa. Genesis zzzii. 

Jacob has a vision of angels; meets his brother Esau; wrestles with an angel, 
and is called Israel, 

1. And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2. And 
when Jacob saw them, he said. This is GK)d's host : and he called the name of 
that place Mahanaim. 3. And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his 
brother unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 4. And he commanded 
them, saying. Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there until now: 5. 
And I haye oxen, and asses, flocks, and menseryants, and womenservants : and 
I have sent to tell my lord, that I may And grace in thy sight. 6. And the 



1. Went on his way. After leav- 
ing Laban. 

The anaels of God met him. 
To show tnat God would be with 
hiTn in the land of Canaan, whose 
boundaries he was just entering. 
Comp. 2 Kings vi. 17 ; Heb. i. 14. 

2. Maha/naim, "Two hosts," 
or " two camps.** As thouch the 
angels who nad conducted him 
from Mesopotamia were now gir- 
ing him in charge to the angels of 
Canaan. Mahanaim, afterwards 
a Leyitical city, was on the east 
of Jordan, south-west of Mizpah, 



in Gilead, lying on the boundary 
line between Gad and Manasseh, 
but belonging to the former. 

3. Seir, The same as Edom or 
Idumea (so called from Esau), 
a mountainous tract of country- 
south of Canaan, extending from 
the Dead Sea to the coa^it of the 
E>ed Sea. This district Esau had 
conquered, according to his fa- 
ther s prediction (ch. xxvii. 40), 
during the twenty years of Jacob's 
exile. 

6. That I may find grace. 
Showing that God had been with 
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messeDgen retnnied to Jacob, sayine, We came to thy brother Esau, and also 
he oometh to meet thee, and four hundred men Yd&. him. 7. Then Jacob 
was greatly afraid and distresBcd : and he divided the people that was with 
him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands; 8. And 
said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then the other company 
which is left shall escape. 9« And Jacob said, O Gk)D of my &th.eir Abraham, 
and God of my fistther Isaac, the Lobd Which saidst unto me, Betum unto 
thy coimtry, and to thy kindred, and I wiU deal well with thee : 10. I am 
not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou 
hast shewed unto Thy servant ; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan ; 
and now I am become two bands. 11. Deliyer me, I pray Thee, from the 
hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau : for I fear him, lest he will come 
and smite me, and the mother with the children. 12. And Thou saidst, I 
win surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which 
cannot be numbered for multitude. 13. And he lodged there that same 
night; and took of that* which came to his hand a present for Esau his 
brother; 14. Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two himdred 
ewes, and twenty rams, 15. Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, 
and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals. 16. And he deliyered them 
into the hand of his servants, eveiy drove by themselves ; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and put a space betwixt drove and drove. 
17. And he commanded the foremost, saying. When Esau my brother meet- 
eth thee, and asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou ? and whither goest thou ? 
and whose are these before theeP 18. Then thou shalt say. They be thy 
servant Jacob's ; it is a present sent unto my lord. Esau : and, behola, also he 
is behind us. 19. And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all 
that followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak imto Esau, 
when ye find him. 20. And say ye moreover. Behold, thy servant Jacob is 
behind us. For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his &ce : peradventuiie he will accept of m«. 
21. So went the present over before him : and himself lodged that night in 
the company. 22. And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and 
his two womenservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok» 
23. And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he 
had. 24. And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of the day. 25. And when he saw that he prevailed not 



him, and that he was not return- 
ing a beggar. 

7. Fioo bands. We must trust 
to Gob, yet not neglect human 
precautions. Phil. ii. 12. 

10. l^uth. In performing pro- 
mises. 

JHy staffs. With nothing but a 
staff— a shepherd wiUiout a flock. 

21. In the company. In the 
caxnp. 

22. JahhoJc, This river rises in 
the mountains of Bashan, and flows 
through a deep valley into the 



Jordan, about half-way between 
the Dead Sea and the lake of 
Tiberias. 

24. A ma/n. An angel. Hoe. 
xii. 4. This sets forth the wrest- 
ling and struggling of a soul wiUi 
God in prayer. But we must 
believe the facts literally. 

25. When he saw. When the 
^)gel saw. God so ordered it 
that the strength which was in 
Jacob, should put itself forth with 
greater force than that in the 
assumed body, whereby He bo 
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a^dnst him, he tonohed the hollow of his thigh ; and the hollow of Jaooh's 
thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 26. And he said, Let me 

fo, for the day hreaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou 
less me. 27. And he said nnto him, What is thy name? And he said, 
Jacoh. 28. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
Israel : for as a prince hast thou power with OtGD and with men, and hast 
prevailed. 29. And Jacob asked him, and said. Tell me, I pray thee, thy 
name. And he said. Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name ? Ana 
he blessed him there. 30. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel : 
for I haye seen Gob face to &ce, and my life is preserved. 31. And as he 
passed over Fenuel the sun rose upon hma, and he halted upon his thi^h. 
32. Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which 
is upon the hollow of the thigh, imto this day : because he touched the hollow 
of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank. 



dealt with Jacob. God, as it 
were, bore the offices of two per- 
sons, showing in Jacob more 
strength than He put forth in the 
angel. 

Me prevailed not. By reason 
of Jacob's faith. He would not 
overthrow Jacob's faith and con- 
stancy. 

J3<? touched. He thus showed 
Jacob Who it was that wrestled 
with him, and that he overcame 
not in his own strength, but in 
God's, God willing to oless him. 

26. He said. Let me go. The 
angel said. 

±!xcept thou bless me. S. Matt, 
xi. 12 : " The kingdom of heaven 
snfTereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force." Hosea tells us, 
xii. 4: "He had power over the 
aneel, and prevailed: he wept, 
ana made supplication unto him." 
Comp. Heb. v. 7. 

28. In token of his prevailing 
with God, his name is changed. 
Jacob means "a supplanter,' or 



" second ;" Israel, " a prince with 
God," or "first." 

And ioith men. Implying that 
Jacob would convert and change 
the heart of Esau. 

29. My name. The angel does 
not tell his name, because he re- 
presented the Word, Whose name 
before His Incarnation was not 
made known. 

Blessed. Formally, as before 
virtually by changing his name. 

30. Peniel, or Fenuel. " The 
face of God." It lay south of Jab- 
bok, south-west of Mahanaim, be- 
tween Jabbok and Succoth, though 
its site has not been identified. 

I have seen God. In mystery. 
I have dealt with one who repre- 
sented God. 

Is preserved. Alluding to the 
belief that none can look on God 
and live. Judg. xiii. 22. Or, he 
means that by the mercy which 
God has shown him, he is assured 
that he need no longer fear his 
brother Esau. 



Emmro. Daniel x., v. 5. 

Darnel sees a vision qf a glorious angel, nfter a long fast and many prayers. 
The angel tells him that his prayer is heard, and conrfbrts him. He also 
signifies that particular kingdoms have their special angels, whose office it is to 
watch and guard them. 

8 2 
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5. Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man 
clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold of IJphaz : 6. His 
body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and 
his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to pohshed 
brass, and the Toice of his words like the voice of a multitude. 7. And I 
Daniel alone saw the yision: for the men that were with me saw not the 
Tision ; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide them- 
selres. 8. Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great yision, and there 
remained no strength in me : for my comeliness was turned in me into cor- 
ruption, and I retained no strength. 9. Yet heard I the voice of his words : 
and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my 
&ce, and my face toward the ground. 10. And, behold, an hand touched me, 
which set me iipon my knees and upon the palms of my hands. II. And he 
said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I 
speak imto thee, and stand upright : for imto thee am I now sent. And 
when he had spoken this word imto me I stood trembling. 12. Then said he 
unto me. Fear not, Daniel : folr from the first day that thou didst set thine 
heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were 
heard, and I am come for thy words. 13. But the prince of Vhe kingdom of 
Persia withstood me one and twenty days : but, lo, Michael, one of me chief 



5. Man, Aji angel in the ap- 
pearance of man, probably Ga- 
briel. Comp. the description of 
S. John's vision, Eev. i. 13 — 17, 

Linen, An emblem of purity. 
Girded, As prompt to do God's 
will. He is habited as a hish priest. 
Gold, An emblem of charity. 
JJphaz, The same as Ophir. 

6. Beryl, Or, chrysolite. A 
precious stone of a golden colour. 
T^e of courage ana constancy. 

tiightning, S. Matt, xxviii. 3. 
This denotes the glory of angels, 
and their zeal agamst God's ene- 
mies. 

Lamps qf fire, ^ Showing the 
brightness of their intellect. 

Polished brass. Their strength, 
ever renewed by constant action. 

7. 8aw not the vision, Comp. 
the vision seen by S. Paul, Acts 
ix. 7 ; xxii. 9. 

Quaking, Because they heard 
the voice, but saw not the angel. . 

8. Corrvption, Flesh and blood 
must fail at the sight of spiritual 
beings. 

10. The good angel first terri- 



fies, then comforts and strength- 
ens, drawing him gradually &om 
earth to heaven. Such is the 
course of the word of God. 

12. To chasten thyself. By fast- 
ing, tears, and. prayers, that so 
thon mightest understand the wiU 
and the way of the Lobd. 

13. But, The reason why Daniel 
had waited for three weeks (ver- 
ses 2, 13) without an answer. 

The prince of the kingdom of 
Persia, The special an^el who 
presided over the kingaom of 
Persia. 

Withstood me. In matters 
wherein God has not yet revealed 
His will, angels may wish things 
contrary to one another, con- 
ditionauy, that is, on G^d's ap- 
proval. Thus Gabriel may have 
prayed God to restore the Jews 
wholly and speedily to their own 
country; the Prince qf Persia 
may live desired that they, or 
the best of them, might be kept 
in Babylon, to aid in the oonver- 
sion of this great nation. 

Michael. The chief of the 
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prinoes, cftme to help me ; and I remained there with the kinss of Persia. 
14. Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befiiU toy people in 
the latter days : for yet the vision is for many days. 15. And when he had 
spoken such words imto me, I set my face toward the ground, and I hecame 
dumh. 16. And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched 
my lips : then I opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood 
before me, O my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I 
have retained no strength. 17. For how can the servant of this my lord talk 
-with this my lord ? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in 
me, neither is there breath left in me. 18. Then there came again and 
touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, 
19. And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not : peace be unto thee, be strong, 
yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and 
sifid. Let my lord speak : for thou hast strengthened me. 20. Then said he, 
Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee ? and now will I return to fight 
with the prince of Persia : and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Gbwia 
shall come. 21. But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of 
truth : and there is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael 
your prince. 



archangels, who presided over the 
Hebrews, and wished for the same 
result as Gabriel. 

The kings. Cyrus and Cam- 
byses. Gabriel remained with 
them, to guide their conduct fa- 
vourably to the Jews. 

15. l)umb. With reverence 
and awe. 

16. Orie like — men. The same 
angel, but clothed in a less awful 
form. A type of Chbist, the Son 
of man. 

Touched my lips. As Isa. vi. 7. 



20. To fighU ^ 
prayer to God, to win over other 
angels to his side. See on y. 13. 

Prince of Ghecia, The pre- 
siding angel of Greece. Gabriel 
fears lest the prince of Grecia 
should side with the prince of 
Persia. 

Shall come. Before the presence 
of God. 

21. Scripture of truth. God's 
sure decree, firm and true. 

You^ prince. The presiding 
angel of the Jews. 



S. LUKE. 



OCTOBEB 18. 
MoBNiNO. Ecclesiasticus li. 

The son qf Sirach praises God, Who has delivered him from many afflictions 
and dangers t he shows how he studied wisdom from his boyhood, and exhorts 
all men to follow his example. This hymn, or ** prayer,** has qften been used in 
the offices qf Virgins and Martyrs. 

1. I will thank Thee, O Lobd and King, and praise Thee, O O^OD my 
Sayxoitb : I do give praise unto Thy name : 2. For Thou art my defender 
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and helper, and haat presenred my body from deBtraction, and from the snare 
of the uanderous tongue, and from the lips that forge lies, and hast l>eeiEi mine 
helper against mine aayersaries : 3. And hast deliyered me, according to the 
mmtitude of Thj mercies and greatness of Thy name, from the teefJi. of them 
that were ready to derour me, and out of the hands of such as sought after 
my life, and from the manifold afflictions which I had ; 4. From the choking 
of fire on every side, and from the midst of the fire which I kindled not; 
5. From the depth of ^e belly of hell, from an xmolean tongue, and from 
lying words. 6. By an accusation to the king from an unrighteous tongue 
my soul drew near even unto death, my life was near to the heU beneath. 
7. They compassed me on eyerir side, and there was no man to help me : I 
looked for the succour of men, but there was none. 8. Then thought I upon 
Th^ ^^ifojf O LoBD, and upon Thy acts of old, how Thou deliverest such as 
wait for Thee, and savest them out of the hands of the enemies. 9. Then 
lifted I up my supplication from the earth, and prayed for deliyerance from 
death. 10. 1 cal^ upon the Lobd, the Fathsb of my Lobd, that He would 
not leaye me in the days of my trouble, and in the time of the proud, when 
there was no help. 11. I win praise Thy name continually, and will sing 
praise with thanksgiving ; and so my prayer was heard: 12. For Thou 
sayedst me from destruction, and dehyeredst me from the evil time : therefore 
will I give thanks, and praise Thee, and bless Thy name, O Losd. 13. When 
I was yet young, or ever I went abroad, I desired wisdom openly in my 
prayer. 14. I prayed for her before the temple, and will seek her out eyen to 
the end. 15. Eyen from the flower till the grape was ripe hath my heart 
delighted in her : my foot went the right way, from my youth up sought I 
after her. 16. I bowed down mine ear a htde, and received her, and gat 
much learning. 17. I profited therein, therefore will I ascribe the glory unto 
Him That giveth me wisdom. 18. For I purposed to do after her, and ear- 
nestly I followed that which is good ; so shall 1 not be oonfoimded. 19. My 
soul hath wrestled with her, and in my doings I was exact : I stretched forth 
my hands to the heaven above, and bewailed my ignorances of her. 20. I 
directed my soul unto her, and I found her in pureness : I have had my heart 



3. Probably Jesus refers to the 
time of Onias III., when many 
murders were committed. 2 Mac. 
iv.3. 

4. Fire, Severe tribulation. 

5. Depth. From death, or the 
prison. Comjj. Ps. Ixxxviii. 6: 
" Thou hast laid me in the lowest 
pit, in darkness, in the deeps." 
So Jonah ii. 2 : " Out of the belly 
ofheUcriedl." 

Unclean tongue. Calumny. 

6. The hi/ng. Prob. Antiochus 
Epiphanes. 

10. The Father qf my Lord, 
I.e., of Chbist. As David, Ps. 
ex. 1 : " The Lobd said unto mv 

LOED." 



11. And so. Eather, "because." 

13. I went abroad. I.e., to 
seek wisdom. Comp. ch. zxxiv. 
9—12. Marg.: " I went astray," 
fell into errors of belief. 

14. Before the temple. Priests 
only were allowed to pray withm 
the Hohr Place. 

15. From the fiower. From the 
earliest dawn of wisdom in my 
soul, until tiie time when I could 
taste her fruits. 

16. A little. For wisdom ffoes 
to meet those who show a wifiing 
mind. See verse 27. 

19. Soith wrestled. As Jacob 
with the angel, till he blessed him. 

20. In pureness. In purity of 
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joined with her from the heginnmg, therefore shall I not be forsaken. 21. 
My heart was troubled in seeking her : .therefore hare I gotten a good pos- 
eession. 22. The Losd hath giren* me a tongue for my reward, and I will 
praise Him therewith. 23. Draw near unto me, ye unlearned, and dwell in 
tbe house of learning. 24. Wherefore are je slow, and what saj ye of these 
things, seeing your souls are very thirsty? 25. I opened my mouth, and 
aaid. Buy her for yourselyes without money. 26. Put your neck under the 
yoke, and let your soul receiTe instsuotion: she is hiud at hand to find. 
27. Behold with your eyes, how that I hare had but httle labour, and hare 
gotten unto me much rest. 28. Gteb learning with a great sum of money, and 
get much gold by her. 29. Let your soul rejoice in His mercy, and be not 
aahamed of His praise. 30. Work your work betimes, and in His time He 
frill giye you your reward. 



life, for she will not dwell with 
the impure. Wis. i. 4. 

21. Was troubled. By thoughts, 
anxieties, remembrance of sins, &c. 

22. A tongue. Eloquence. 

25. Without money. As Is. 1y. 1. 

26. Hard at hana. Near. Oomp. 
Deut. XXX. 14. 



27. Best, Peace of conscience, 
a will well governed. See v. 16. 

28. See VVis.vii.ll; Prov.iv.7. 
30. True wisdom is active and 

practical. Gal. vi. 9: "Let us 
not be weary in well-doing: for 
in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not." 



EvENiva. Job i. 

The Book of Job contains the true history qf the personage whose name it 
bears. It is designed^ 1, to show that God sends temporal blessings and cala- 
mities on the good and evil alike, as He sees fit, reserving the final award for 
the world to come ; and that without revelation no one can understand Ood's 
dealings with man : 2, to give a high example qf patience under st{ffering and 
trust in God: 3, to set forth a type of the sv^erings and patience qf Christ. 
Here we see generally that ** all things work together for good to them that love 
God,^* It has been read for many ages in the Church on 'Martyrs* days, T%e 
present chapter shows how Satan envies the saints qf God, and is permitted to 
try them, that their virtues may be proved and confirmed. 

1. There was a man in the land of TJz, whose name was Job ; and that man 
was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evlL 2. And 
there were bom unto him seven sons and three daughters. 3. His substance 
also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred 



1. ZaTid qf Uz. Probably on 
the east of Jordan, extending to 
Mount Hermon. Itisioinedwith 
Edom, Lam. iv. 21, and may have 
bordered on the coantry of the 
Edomites, taken in the widest 
signification. Some have defined 
it generally as the nortih part of 
Arabia Deserta. 



Job, He is supposed to have 
been a descendant of Esau, per- 
haps the Jobab mentioned Gen. 
xxxvi. 33, among the kinss of 
Edom. In this case he would have 
been contemporary with Amram, 
the father oi Moses. It is pro- 
bable that the Book of Job was 
written before the Exodus. 
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yoke of oxen, and Are hundi^ bIio awes, and a rezy great household ; so that 
this man was the greatest of all the men of the east. 4. And his sons went 
and feasted in their houses, every one his day ; and sent and called for their 
three sisters to eat and to drink with them. 5. And it was so, when the days 
of their feasting were gone ahout, that Joh sent and sanctified them, and rose 
up early in the morning, and offered humt offerings according to the number 
of them all : for Joh said, It may be that my sons hare sinned, and cursed 
Gk>D in their hearts. Thus did Job continually. 6. Kow there was a day 
when the sons of Gk)D came to present themselyes before the Lobd, and Satan 
came also among them. 7. And the Losd said unto Satan, Whence oomest 
thou ? Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in 
the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 8. And the Lobd said unto 
Satan, Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is none like him in 
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 
evil ? 9. Then Satan answered the Lobd, and said. Doth Job fear God for 
nought ? 10. Host not Thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, 
and about all that he hath on every side ? Thou hast blessed the work of his 
hands, and his substance is increased in the land. U. But put forth Thine hand 



4. Sis day. That is, each son 
held the feast at his house one day 
in seven. Others think his day 
means his birthday. Comp. G-en. 
xl. 20. 

With them. Perfect love reigned 
between the members of this 
family. 

6. Sanctified them. Job sent 
messengers to his children, bid- 
ding them prepare for a solemn 
sacrifice by purifications and ab- 
staining from pollution. Comp. 
Gen. XXXV. 2, 3; 2 Chron. xxix. 
15 ; XXX. 18. 

Offered, As head of his family, 
such headship conferring a kind 
of priesthood. 

And cursed God in their hearts. 
Entertained a thought of sin. Job 
feared lest in their feastings, his 
children might have been gmlty of 
excess, blasphemy, or irreverence. 

6. I%e sons qf God, Angels. 
Ch. xxxviii. 7. Comp. Micaiah's 
vision, 1 Kings xxii 19, sqq. 

Came to present themselves. To 
give account of their ministry, or 
for solemn worship ; to recruit, as 
it were, their zeal and rapture, 
by contemplation of the perfec- 



tions of God. These are the An- 
gels who " minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation." Heb. 
i. 14. 

Satan came, Satan, ''the ad- 
versary" (Zech. iii. 1, 2), perhaps 
" transforming himself into an An- 
gel of light." 2 Cor. xi. 14. Ho 
came, moved by envy and malice 
against Job ana such as he was. 

7. Walkingup and down. 1 S. 
Pet. V. 8 : " X our adversary, the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may de- 
vour." Satan means, The world is 
my possession, and its inhabitants 
are my captives. S. Luke iv. 6. 

8. Mast thou considered ? With. 
all thy power Job is stronger than 
thou ; and thou hast not overcome 
him, or made him thy captive. 

9. ^or notight. The " accuser 
of our brethren" (Rev. xii. 10) 
cannot deny Job's goodness, but 
he asserts that it is mterested and 
hypocritical, and wouldnever stand 
the test of affliction. 

10. Made wn hedge, Fs. xxxiv. 
7 : " The Angel of the Lobd en- 
campeth round about them that 
fear Him, and delivereth them," 
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now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy &ce. 12. And 
the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power ; only upon 
himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth firom the presence of 
the LoBD. 13. And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were 
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother^s house : 14. And there 
came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses 
feeding beside them : 15. And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them 
away ; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword ; and I 
only am escaped alone to iell thee. 16. While he was yet speakizig, there 
came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath 
burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them ; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. 17. While he was yet speaking, there came also 
another, and said. The Chaldeans made out tmree bands, and fell upon the 
camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge * 
of the sword ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 18. While he was 
yet speaking, there came also another, and said. Thy sons and thy daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house : 19. And, be- 
hold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four comers 
of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead ; and I only 
am escaped alone to tell thee. 20. Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and 
shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 21. And 
said, Naked came I out of my mother^s womb, and naked shall I return 
thither : the Lord gave, and the Losd hath taken away ; blessed be the Name 
of the LoBD. 22. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 



11. JEe will curse Thee, He 
will arraign Thy Providence, denv 
Thy goo&ess. Satan knows men s 
chiu'aoter, though he believes not 
in their virtue. Oomp. S. Matt, 
xiii. 21. 

To Thy face. Openly, publicly. 

12. Is in thy power, Satan has 
no power against God's servants, 
except so far as God permits. See 
S. Luke xxii. 31, 32, remarking 
the " you" Apostles, and " thee^' 
Peter. 1 Cor. x. 13. 

13. A day. Perhaps the anni* 
versary of the birth of the first- 
bom, when all thought of trouble 
was banished. 

14. The oxen were plowina. So 
that when they were cut on in the 
middle of their labour, there was 
no more hope of a crop during that 
year. 

15. The Sdbecms. A predatory 
nation who dwelt in Arabia Felix. 



Their country was named Sheba 
or Sabsea. 

16. The fire qf God, So called 
as coming from the skv; or, as 
margin : " A great fire. * Comp. 
Ps. ixxx. 10, man;. The prince 
of the power of the air was per- 
mitted to let loose the fury of Hie 
elements against Jo b's p ossessions. 
See Ex. ix. 24, 25 ; Wisd. xvi. 16. 

19. A great wind from the wiU 
demess, A whirlwind, or tornado. 

20. Beni his mantle. In sor- 
row, acknowledgiQg the correction 
of his Fatheb's hand. 

Shaved his head. An usual token 
of grief. Isa. xv. 2 ; Ezra ix. 3 ; 
Ezek. xxiv. 17. 

Worshipped, Betainin^ the love 
of God even under chastisement. 

21. Thither, To the earth which 
gave me birth. 1 Tim. vi. 7 ; Ps. 
cxxxix. 15. Comp. also Job iv. 
19 ; xxxiiL 6. 
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88. 8IM0N AND JUDE. 

OCTOBBB 28. 

Mosnva. Job xxiy., xxr. 

GW fo goverm kmman affmn at often to permii the wicked to he w^nmUhed^ 
eeeretly reurving thejbced time of vengeance. Yet mo man can boaet o/kiM owh 
Hnleometefjor m Ood^e mgkt nojleek ehaU bejnttified. 

1. Why, seeing tunes are not hidden £rom the Almighty, do the^ that know 
Him not see Hia days ? 2. Some remoye the landmarks ; ther Tiolently take 
away flocks, and &ed thereof. 3. They drive away the ass ot the &therles8, 
they take the widow's ox for a pledge. 4. They turn the needy oat of the 
way : the poor of the earth hide themselyes together. 5. Behold, as wild 
asses in lAie desert, go they forth to their work ; rising hetames for a prey : 
the wilderness yiekLetiii food for them and for tiieir children. 6. The^ reap 
ereiy one his com in the field : and they gather the Tintage of the wicked. 
7, They cause the naked to lodge without clothing, that they hare no coTermg 
in the cold. 8. They ore wet with the showers of the mountains, and embiaoe 
the lock for want of a shelter. 9. They pluck the fetherless firom the breast, 
and take a pledge of the poor. 10. They cause him to go naked without 
clothing, and they take away the sheaf firom the hungry ; U. Which make 
oil withm their walls, and tread their winepresses, and suffer thirst. 12. Men 
groan firom out of the city, and the soul of the wounded crieth out : yet Gk)D 



1. Times. Human afiairs, and 
the dne occasions and opportu- 
nities of His inteirention. Acts 
i. 7. Why, since events are known 
to God, &c. 

They that know Him. The just. 

Not see His days. Of retribu- 
tion. The day of punishment for 
the evil, and of reward for the 
good. S. Matt. xxiv. 36. 

2—17. Job enumerates many 
examples of sins which often go 
unpunished in this world, in order 
to prove tliat calamities are no 
argument for guilt in a person. 
Gomp. S. Luke xiii. 2 — 6. 

2. Bemove the landmarks. To 
increase their own possessions, — ^a 
thizyz forbidden Dent. zix. 14. 

2^iey. Men, indefinitely. 

Feed thereof. Securely and with 
impunity use them for iood. 



4. Out of the way. By their 
oppression and violence they drive 
the poor to hide themselves and 
to ^ve up the attempt to assert 
theur natmral rights. 

5. As wild asses. Led hj ap- 
petite, and greedily ftdfilling their 
desires, and spuming control. 

The wildemess. iSie barrenness 
and misery of the poor are used 
to yield food to these oppressors. 

6. (y the wicked. They spoil 
the pious, but aid and befriend 
the wicked. Or as in the margin : 
" The wicked gather the vintage," 
i.e., the wickea prosper. 

11. Which make oil. The Attn- 
gry servants who press the oil for 
them, and tread the winepress, 
and yet are allowed no refresh- 
ment or rest. 
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lajeth not foUy to them. 13. Thej aare of those that rebel against the light ; 
they know not the ways thereof nor abide in the paths thereof. 14. The 
murderer rising with the light kiUetii the poor and needy, and in the night is 
as a thief. 15. The eye also of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight, saying, 
No eye shall see me: and disguiseth his &oe. 16. In the dark they dig 
through houses, which they had marked for themselves in the daytime: they 
know not the light 17. For the morning is to them even as the shadow of 
death : if one know them, th^ are in the terrors of the shadow of death. 18. 
He is swift as the waters ; their portion is cursed in the earth : he beholdeth not 
the way of the vineyiurds. 19. JDrought and heat consume the snow waters : so 
doth the grare those which haye sinned. 20. The womb shall forget him ; 
the worm shall feed sweetly on him ; he shall be no more remembered ; and 
wickedness shall be broken as a tree. 21. He eyil entreateth the barren that 
beareth not : and doeth not good to the widow. 22. He draweth also the 
mighty with his power : he riseth up, and no man is sure of life. 23. Though 
it be giyen him to be in safety, whereon he resteth ; yet his eyes are upon 
their ways. 24. They are ezslted for a little while, but are gone and brought 
low $ they are taken out of the way as all other, and cut off as the tops of the 



12. La/yeth not folly. Charges 
them not with foUy and its piin- 
iflhinent, allows them to go tm- 
ptmished. 

13. The light. The knowledge 
of God, the ways of Providence. 

14. la as a thief. Their morn- 
ing business is mnrder, their even- 
ing occupation theft. 

16. They know not the light S. 
John iii. 20 : " For every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved." 

18. He is swift. The wicked is 
inconstant, or swiftly passing, as 
tiie waters of a torrent. 

JPortion, Parcel of ground. 2 
HJngs ix. 21. 

Me beholdeth not the way qf 
the vineyards. He walketh not 
through peaceM, pleasant ways, 
nor smures the comfort and joy of 
God's presence. Or, he prefers 
lonely, unfrequented ways. Wisd. 
V. 7 : " We have gone through de- 
serts, where there lay no way: 
but as for the way of the Lobd, 
we have not known it." 

19. Grave, The emblem of 
eternal death. 



20. The womb. The mother who 
bore him. 

The worm. Literally, worms 
shall devour the body which he 
pampered and for which he lived. 
Mystically, remorse of conscience 
shall be with him in "his own 
place." 

As a tree. As a dead and worth- 
less tree, or as one that " cum- 
bereth the ground." 

21. H^ Dehaves inhumanly to 
one already in distress on account 
of barrenness, and preys on the 
poor widow's substance. 

22. JETe draweth. Be subdues 
and pulls down from high estate. 
Or, he draws them to imitate his 
evil deeds. 

23. Though God permits the 
wicked to be in safety and to rest 
therein, yet His eyes, &c. Others 
translate, " Though they pay him 
tribute that they may be in safety 
and stay themselves u|>on him, 
yet his eyes are upon their ways." 

24. As all other. As all mortal 
thinffs. Ps. Irmi. 7: "Ye shall 
die like men." 

As the tops of the ears qf com. 
By blight and mildew* 
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ears of com. 25. And if it be not so now, who will make me a liar, and 
make my speech nothing worth ? 

1. Then answered Bifdad the Shnhite, and said, 2. Dominion and fear are 
with Him, He maketh peace in His high places. 3. Is there any number of 
His armies ? and upon whom doth not His li^ht arise ? 4. How then can 
man be justified with God P or how can he be dean that is bom of a woman ? 
5. Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not ; yea, the stars are not pure in 
His sight. 6. How much less man, that is a worm P and the son of man, 
which is a worm p 



1. JBildad the Shuhite, He was 
probably one of theEdomite chiefs. 
Shuah was one of the sons of Abra- 
ham by Keturah. Gen. xxv. 2, 6. 
The object of his speech is to de- 
ter Job from asserting his inno- 
cence ; and this he secKs to effect 
by exalting the Majesty, Power, 
and Justice of God, and man's 
guiltiness. 

2. Dominion and fear. The 
awe which God inspires is as wide 
and great as His power. 

In His high places, God dwells 
in the eternal peace of heaven, and 
cannot be disturbed by men's com- 
plaints and murmurings. Some 
take the meaning to be, ''He 



maintains harmony among the 
heavenly bodies." 

3. Armies, Hosts of Angels. 
His light. His knowledge, in- 
fluence, dominion. 

4. Be justified. Be pronounced 
pure and sinless in the sight of 
Him "Who " chargeth His Angels 
with folly." Oomp. iv. 17; ix. 2. 
Though Christians are justified 
and sanctified in Baptism, yet, 
compared with the holiness of 
God, their righteousness is im- 
righteousness. Ps. cxliii. 2. 

5. Even to the moon. Even the 
pure, chaste light of the moon 
seems only darkaess in the sight 
of God. 



Evening-. Job zlii. 

The good man submits himself to God, Who maintains his cause, and in due 
time returns him double/or all his sufferings. See here a type of the blessed^ 
ness of saints at the Resurrection. 

1. Then Job answered the Lobd, and said, 2. I hiow that Thou canst do 
everything, and that no thought can be withholden firom Thee. 3. Who is he 
that hideth counsel without knowledge P Therefore have I uttered that I under- 
stood not ; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 4. Hear, I beseech 
thee, and I will speak : I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto Me. 5. 
I have heard of Thee, by the hearing of the ear : but now mine eye seeth Thee. 



3. It seems best to take these 
as God's words. Job answers, 
Therefore have I, Ac. 

2^at hideth counsel. Who is 
so foolish as to think to hide his 
counsel from God P 



Things — Ikfiew not, Le., con- 
cerning God's Providence and my 
own innocence. 

4. God's words. Job replies 
ver. 5, 6. 

5. Mine eye seeth T^kee, By the 
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6. Wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes. 7. And it was 
8o, that after the Lobd liad spoken these words unto Job, the Load said to 
Eliphaz the Temanite, Mj wrath is kindled against thee, and against thj two 
firiends : for ye have not spoken of Me the thing that is right, as My servant 
Job hath. 8. Therefore take unto you now seren bullocks, and seven rams, 
and go to My servant Job, and offer up for yourselyes a burnt offerin|^ ; and 
My servant Job shall pray for you : for him wiQ I accept : lest I deal with you 
alter your folly, in that ye have not spoken of Me the thixis which is riffht| 
like My servant Job. 9. So Eliphaz the Temanite and BiMad the Shuhite 
and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according as the Lobd commanded 
them : the Lobd also accepted Job. 10. And the Lobd turned the captivity 
of Job, when he prayed for his firiends : also the Lobd ^ve Job twice as mud[i 
as he had before. 11. Then came there imto him all his brethren, and all his 
sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat 
bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him 
over all the evil that Uie Lobd had brought upon him : everv man also gave 
liim a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. 12. So the LoBD 
blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning : for he had fourteen 
thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and 
a thousand she asses. 13. He had also seven sons and three daughters. 



internal illumination of the Holt 
Spibit. 

6. Dust and ashes. These were 
sprinkled on the head by persons 
in sorrow or penitence, in token 
of man's origin and destiny, from 
dust to dust. 

7. These words, Ch. xxxviii. — 
zli. 

Mijphaz the Temanite. Pro- 
bably the hiehest in digni^ or 
the eldest of Job's friends. Esau 
had a son named Eliphaz, who 
had a son named Teman. See 
Gen. xxxvi. 11. 

8. Seven, The same number 
which Balaam offered. Numb, 
xxiii. 1. 

Go to My servant Jbh, As to 
one who had the right to exer- 
. oise the office of priest. See ch. 
i. 6. 

For yowrselves. Assisting at 
the sacnfice offered by the luinds 
of Job. 

Shall 'pra/y for yon, A type of 
the great Intercessor between 
God and man. S. James y. 16. 

After your folly. As your infi- 



delity or culpable ignorance de- 
serve. ^% often means "sin" 
in Scripture. 

9. The Naamathite. Zophar 
may have been the son of Nanath, 
or Nahamath. Gen. xxxvi. 13, 
There was also a city of Edom 
called Naamah. Josh. xy. 41. 

10. Turned the captivity. Be- 
gan to deHver him from his afflic- 
tion and from Satan's power. The 
phrase means literal^, B«stored 
what was taken from him. 

When he prayed. So Chbist 
prayed, " Fathbe, forgive them ; 
for they know not what they do.** 
S. Luke xxiii. 34 Comp. Fs. cix. 
4; xxxY. 13. 

11. Then came there. His bre- 
thren or relations, estranged by 
his affliction, now came to Job, 
when they heard of the revela- 
tion made to him, and his friend's 
rebuke and repentance. ProY. 
xvi. 7. 

12. Fowrteen thousand, Comp. 
ch. i. 3. 

13. Seven sons amd three daugh- 
ters. The same number as before, 



ALL 8AIKTS. 



14. And he oaUed the name of the fint Jemima; and the name of the Beoond, 
Kesia ) and the name of the third, Keren-happuch. 15. And in all the land 
were no women found so fiur as the daughters of Joh : and their fEither gaTO 
them inheritance among their brethren. 16. After this liyed Job an himdred 
and fbr^ years, and saw his sons, and his sons* sons, even four generationB. 
17. So Job died, being old and full of days. 



oh. i. 2. This is to confirm faith 
in the resurrection. 

14. Jemima. "The day," so 
called in remembrance of nis re- 
newed prosperity. 

Kezia. " Sweet spice," cassia, 
in memory of the healing of his 
sore disease. 

Keren-happuch. "Horn of pig- 
ment," in token of the drying of 
the tears which had denied his 
face. The special " pigment" in- 
tended by the word is probably 



antimony (stibium), which was 
used to colour the eyelids. 

15. Among their brethren. Made 
them co-heiresses with their bre- 
thren. 

17. See Ps. xci. 13 — 16; S. 
James v. 11 : " Behold, we count 
them happy which endure. Xe 
have heard of the patience of Job, 
and have seen the end of the 
LoED; that tiie Loed is very pi- 
tiful, and of tender mercy." 



ALL SAINTS. 

NOVBHBEB 1. 

MoBNiKa. Wisdom iiL to rer. 10. 



The happiness and glory < 
especially of the Martyrs* 



■ those who are persecuted for righteousness* sake. 



1. But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of Gk)i>, and there shall no 
torment touch them. 2. In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die : and 
their departure is taken for misery, 3. And their going from us to be utter 
destruction : but they are in peace. 4. EA though they be punished in the 
sight of men, yet is their hope full of immortality. 5. And having been a 
httle diastised, they shall be greatly rewarded : for God proved them, and 
found them worthy for Himseu. 6. As gold in the furnace hath He tried 
them, and received them as a burnt offering. 7. And in the time of their 

that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us." Oomp. 2 Cor. 
iv. 17. 

W<yrthyfor Bimself Worthy 
of the rewards of the grace whicn 
He Himself gave them. 

6. Bwmt Bering. A holocaust, 
a whole burnt-offering, the whole 



1. Touch them. The Martyrs 
feel not, or make no account of, tor- 
ments, from their love of Chbist, 
and earnest longing for the joys of 
heaven. • 

2. To die. Soul and body. 

3. From us. From among men. 
Utter instruction. Annihila- 
tion, as the impious think. 

6. Bom. viii. 18: "I reckon 
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Tuitation ther shall shine, and run to and fro like sparks among the stubble. 
8. They shall judffe the nations, and have dominion orer thepeople, and their 
LoBD uiall reign for ever. 9. They that put their trust in TTim shall under- 
stand the truth : and such as be fiuthful m lore shall abide with Him : for 
grace and mercy is to His saints, and He hath care for His elect. 



of which was consumed. The 
Martyrs dedicated themselves, 
body, soul, and s pirit , to God. 

7. Visitation, When God shall 
visit, look upon them to comfort 
and rewarpl them, then shall they 
shine like stars in His kingdom. 
B. Matt. xiii. 43. 

Stm to cNtdfro. They shall re- 
ceive new powers, and run their 



course like sparks catching among 
the stubble. 

8. Shall judge. As Chbist 
Himself witnesses. S. Matt. xiz. 
28 ; Eev. ii. 26. 

I%eir Lord shall reign. Or, 
" The LoBD shall reign over them. " 
1 Cor. XV. 28. 

9. Shall understand. Being en- 
lightened by God. 



Evmnoro. Wisdom t. to ver. 17. 
For Notes, see Covtbbsion of S. Paul, Mobking. 
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Aaron, 108, 147, 158. 
Abana, 263. 
Abel-Meholah, 245. 
Abi, 260. 
Abib, 131. 
Abomination, an, 170, 

861. 
Abraham, 348. 
Achorj TsJley of, 66. 
Adam, 78. 
Agag, 158, 217. 
Ahaz, 22, 260. 
Ahaziah, 256, 267. 
Ai,195. 
Ajalon, 197. 
Aims, 330, 36a 
Aloe, 158. 
Altar, 66, 147. 
Amaiek, 143, 168, 169, 

206, 216. 
Ama8a,227. 
Ammonites, 226. 
Amorites, 196. 
Anakims, 172. 
Andrew, S., 329. 
Angel of the Lobd, the^ 

106. 
Angels, 339, 388. 
Anoint, to, 255. 
Aram, 156. 
Araunah, 234. 
Ark of Noah, the, 82. 
Ark of the Tabemade, 

the, 174. 
Arm, 49, 62. 
Amon, 166, 233. 
Arpad,263. 



Asher, 206. 
Ashtaroth, 218. 
Asp, 186. 
Aspalathns, 878. 
Ass, 16, 19. 
Asses, white, 204. 
Asshur, 117, 159. 
Assyrians, 17, 186. 
Atonement, 230, 231. 
Ayarioe, 340. 
Azekah, 196. 

Baal, or Bel, 4r5, 165. 
Baalim, 213. 
Baal-Peor, 167. 
Baal-Zephon, 137. 
Babylon, 34, 46, 188. 
Bahnrim, 227. 
Balaam, 153, &o., 160. 
Bahn, 102. 
Bamah, 290. 
Baptism, 344. 
Barak, 201. 
Barefoot, going, 298. 
Barzillai, 229. 
Bashan, 164. 
Bastard, 128. 
Bath, 7. 
Bdellium, 77. 
Bear, 186. 
Beast, 34. 
Bedan, 213. 
Beeroth, 174. 
Beersheba, 90, 212, 243. 
Beginning, 72. 
Befly, 330. 
Bella]} children o^ 182. 



Beryl, 388. 
Bem-ayen, 216. 
Bethel, 86, 235. 
Beth«horon, 196. 
Bethlehem, 124, 220. 
Beth-Peor, 164. 
Beth-shan, 231. 
Bezer, 164. 
Bildad, 896. 
Blessing, 301. 
Boiled, 112. 
Borrow, 108. 
Bosom of dress, 66, 326. 
Botch of Egypt, 111. 
Bound up, 116. 
Bowls, 130. 
Box-tree, 32. 
Breaches, 206. 
Bricks, Egyptian, 108. 
Burden, 16, 128, 256. 
Bumt-o£fermg8, 65. 
Bush, 106. 
Butter, 206. 

Calf, golden, 148. 
Oanaauite, 106, 169, 360. 
Oaptiyity, to lead captilye, 

Oaptiyity, to turn, 397. 
Oarmel, the Mount, 26, 

240. 
CSarmel, the town, 217. 
Oaste, 103. 
Gaul, 116. 
Cedars, 6, 31. 
Census, 232. 
Chaff, 115. 
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Chaldeans, 295. 
Oherith, 237. 
Gherubim, Gk)D dwellmg 

between the, 25. 
Ohimham, 229. 
Chitdm, 159. 
Chbibt, 158, pauim, 
Oiroumcision, 342 — 344. 
Clouds, 7, 115. 
Cockatrice, 61, 186. 
Commandments, the Ten, 

144—146, 165—167. 
Comer, gate of the, 127. 
Covenant, 40, 126, 343. 
CoTering the mouth, 293, 

294. 
Cow, 186. 
Create, to, 72. 
Creature, the, 346, 352. 
Crooked, 311. 
Cubit, 82, 219. 
Cush, 77, 186. 
Cut off, to be, 344. 
Cyrus, 32, 34, 45, 46. 

Dagon, 162. 
Damascus, 245. 
Dan, the town, 212, 233. 
Dan, the tribe, 205. 
Daniel, 118. 
Darius, 118, 297. 
Darkness, 36, 114, 311. 
Dathan, 150. 
David, city of, 251. 
Day of the Loed, the, 308. 
Dead Sea, the, 89, 90. 
Deborah, 201. 
Decalogue, the, 144, &e. 
Destruction, 321. 
Dew, 115. 
Dinah, 95. 
Dragon, 47. 
Draught-house, a, 269. 
Dura, plain of, 295. 

Ear, to, 16, 104. 
Eber, 159. 
Ecdesiastes, 337. 
Eden, 47, 76. 
Edom, 159, 251. 
Egypt, 14, 104. 
Ehud, 201. 



Eighth day, the, 344. 

Ekron, 223. 

Elah, valley of, 219. 

Elam, 186. 

Eleazar, 161. 

Eli, 161, 208, 209. 

Elijah, 243, 371. 

Elim,140. 

Eliphaz, 397. 

Engaddi, 378. 

Ephah, a measure, 7, 220. 

Ephah, a place, 36. 

Ephod, 209. 

Ephraun, 115, 124. 

Ephrathite, 212. 

Equity, 308. 

Etham, 132. 

Ethiopia, 77. 

Eucharist, the Holy, 124, 

130,134,141,143,179, 

332, 369. 
Eunuch, 54. 
Eve, 81. 
Evil eye, 332. 
Exodus, date of the^ 136. 
Ezion-Gteber, 251. 

Faith, 806. 

Fan, 31. 

Fat, burning the, 208. 

Favour, 316, 318. 

Fear of Gk>D, 168,808. 

Feet, washing the, 338. 

Fir tree, 82. 

Fire, 10, 83, 72, 390. 

Firmament, 73, 74. 

First-born, the, 130. 

First-fruits, the, 363. 

Firstlings, 180. 

Flax, 112. 

FoUy, 309, 372. 

Food, 325, 326. 

Forest, 19. 

Forty, the number, 172, 

220. 
Funerals, 363. 

Gabriel, 120, 888, 889. 
Gad, 66. 

Gad, river o^ 288. 
Gadites, the, 205. 
Galbauum, 378. 



Galilee, 20. 
Ghurdens, 4, 65. 
Gareb, hill, 127. 
Gate, 87, 96, 334. 
Gath,223. 
Gaza, 199. 
Geba, 214. 
Gehazi, 254. 
Generations, 76, 82. 
Geon, 319. 
Gezer, 198, 232. 
Giants, 81. 
GKbeon, 196, 197. 
Gibeonites, 230. 
Gihon, 77. 
Gilead, 164, 205. 
Gilgal, 196, 214, 303. 
Girdle, to loosen, 8, 
Goath, 127. 
Gob, 232. 

God of Abraham, 106. 
Golan, 164. 
Gold, 36, 37. 
Gk)pher wood, 82. 
Gk>shen, in Egypt, 104. 
Goshen, in Palestine, 199. 
Gozan, 25, 261. 
Grace, 323. 
Grape, sour, 125, 126. 
Grapes, wild, 7. 
Graves, 65. 

Graving on the skin, 41. 
Groves, prophets of the, 
241. 

Habor, 261. 

Hadraoh, land of, 128. 

Halah,261. 

Hamath, 128, 187. 

Hananeel, tower o^ 127. 

Hand, 12. 

Hand joining hand, 314. 

Hanes, 14. 

Hannah, 206. 

Haran,85, 86. 

Hardening of the heart, 
110, 111, 114. 

Harnessed, 132. 

Harosheth of the Gen- 
tiles, 201. 

Harvest, 183, 218. 

HaYilah, 77, 217. 
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Hasor, 201. 
Heart, 167, 310. 
Heat, 41. 
Heayen, 176, 177. 
Heaye-offering, 179. 
Hebron, 196. 
Hell, 321. 



Hermon, 165. 
Heshbon, 164. 
Heth, 95. 
Hezekiah, 24, 27. 
Hid, 116. 
Hiddekel, 77. 
High places, 261. 
Hinnom, yalley o^ 127. 
Hiss, 8. 
Hobab, 202. 
Homer, 7. 
Honour, 383. 
Hoieb, 105, 143. 
Horn, 207. 
Horses, 15, 331. 
Hosts, LoBD o^ 2. 
House, 333. 
Housetop, 330. 
Hut, 143. 
Hyssop, 136. 

Image, grayen, 145. 
Immanuel, 23. 
Incense, 37. 
In&nt of days, 67. 
Iniquity, 211. 
Irony, 249, 291. 
Isaac, 194, 344, 346. 
Ishmaelites, 345. 
Islands, 30, 62. 
Isles (of the sea), 10, 37, 

39 187 
Israel, 39^ 43, 105, 116, 

242, 387. 
lyah, 263. 

Jabbok, 386. 
Jabesh-Qilead, 231. 
Jabin, 201. 

Jacob, 43, 60, 93, 94, 387. 
Jael, 202, 203. 
Japheth, 82. 
Jasher, Book of, 197. 
Jayan, 71. 
Jealousy, 346. 



Jebusites, 129. 
Jedidiah, 226. 
Jehonadab, 259. 
Jehoram, 248. 
Jehoyah-Jireh, 91. 
Jehoyah-Nissi, 143. 
Jehu, 245. 
Jemima, 398. 
Jerubbaal, 213. 
Jerusalem, 1, 46, 64, 195, 

302. 
Jeshimon, 167. 
Jesse, 184. 
Jesurun, 43. 
Jethro, 105. 
Jezebel, 240, 243. 
Jezreel, 243. 
Joab, 226. 
Job, 391. 

John, S., Baptist, 368. 
Joseph, 97—99, 103, 104. 
Joseph, tribe of, 228. 
Joshua, 143, 163. 
Judah, 1. 
Judge, to, 201. 
Judges, 119. 
Judgment, 47, 60, 64, 61, 

62, 308, 336. 
Judgments, 167. 
Juniper tree, 244. 
Just, 306. 

Justice, 54, 61, 62, 308. 
Justify, 61, 366, 396. 

Eadesh-Bamea, 199. 
Kedar, 37. 

Eedesh-Naphtali, 201. 
Eenites, the, 159, 202. 
£eren-happuch, 398. 



Eibroth-hattaayah, 173. 
Kidron, 127. 
Eirjath-huzoth, 155. 
Eishon, 201, 202, 242. 
Eiss, to, 245, 335. 
Enow the Lobd, to, 211. 
Knowledge, 371. 
Knowledge of God, 51, 

310. 
Korah, 160. 

Laohish, 262. 



Lamb, the Paschal, 188, 
134. 

Lamp, 329. 

Lamp, the, in the Taber- 
nacle, 210. 

Law, 47. 

Leayen, 134. 

Lebanon, 37. 

Lee^, 11. 

Leprosy, 252. 

Leyi, 95. 

Libnah, 24. 

Lift up the hand, to, 
289. 

Light, 60, 61, 3ia 

Lion,' 186. 

Locusts, 113, 300. 

Lot, 86, 87. 

Lud, 71. 

Machir, 205. 

MaTiaTiRi-nri j 386. 

Makkedah, 196. 

Mamre, 193. 

Manna, 141, 142, 353. 

Many, 51, 121, 343. 

Marah, 383. 

Married = espoused to, 
88. 

Massah, 143. 

Measures, 193. 

Megiddo, 205. 

Meni, 66. 

Mephibosheth, 228. 

Mercy, 323. 

Meribah, 148. 

Meroz, 206. 

Messenger, 368. 

Messiah, 158, passim, 

Michael, 388. 

Michal, 231. 

Michmash, 214 

Midian, 21, 36, 106, 163. 

Migdol, 137. 

Might, 167. 

Milk, 52. 

Miracles in the wilder- 
ness, 132. 

Moab, 12, 163, 16L 

Moloch, 57. 

Moriah, 90. 

Mosera, 174. 
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fl,105. 
Mountains, 6, 16, 66. 
Monming, signB o( 298, 

294. 
Myrtle, 81. 

Naioth, 190. 
Naked, 79, 149, 191. 
NaphtaH, 20. 
Kebaioth, 87. 
Kebo, 46. 
Net, 816. 
Nisan, 188. 
Noah, 82. 
Kutsv 102. 

Oaks, 4, 6. 
Obadiah, 289. 
Obedience, 855. 
Oblation, evening, 120. 
Oe, 165. 
Oa, 124. 
Oil tree, 82. 
Oliye tree, 82. 
Omer, 141. 
Omri, 804. 
Onyx, 878. 
Ophir, 251. 
Ox, 16, 19, 186. 

Parable, 156. 
PasBoyer, the, 184, 188. 
PathroB, 186. 
Peace-offering, 208. 
Pekah, 22, 28. 
Pentecost, 188. 
Penuel, 887. 
Poor, 157, 164 
Perfection, 348. 
Pethor, 153. 
Pharaoh, 98, 108. 
Pharpar, 253. 
Philistines, 131. 
Phylacteries, 181, 168. 
Pihahiroth, 137. 
Pillar of cloud and fire, 

140. 
Pillars of the earth, 207. 
Pine tree, 32. 
Pisgah, 165. 
Pison, 77. 
Plagues of Egypt, 112, 

851. 



Polygamy, 224. 
Porch, the, 801. 
Preyent, to, 347. 
Pride, 865. 
Priesthood, the Aaronic, 

209. 
Princes, 826. 
Princes of Babylon, 297. 
Prisoners, 40. 
Prophesy, to, 190, 241. 
Prophet, 181. 
Prudent, 117. 
Pul,7l. 

Quails, 141. 

BabW, 226. 
Babshakeh, 262. 
Kahab, 47. 
Bain, 802, 828. 
Bainbow, the, 84. 
Bamah, 124, 207. 
Barneses, 186. 
Bamoth-Gilead,248, 255. 
Bedeemer, 832. 
Befiige, cities of, 164. 
Bendmg the clothes, 24, 

177, 264. 
Bepent, applied to Gk>D, 

83, 148, 217, 301. 
Bephidim, 142. 
Betum by the same way, 

to, 235. 
Beuben, 150. 



Bie, 112. 
Bighteousness, 64^ 168, 

803, 313, 342. 
Biyers, 16, 31, 34. 
Bizpah, 281. 
Bogelim, 229. 

Sabbath, 54, 60, 76, 140, 

141, 145. 
Sabeans, 898. 
Sackcloth, 24 
Sacrifice, law of, 33, 81, 

814 
Sacrifices, 55, 120, 824, 

362, 868. 
Samaria, 116, 123, 239. 
Samuel, 209, 212, 214 



Sanctify, to, 189, 892. 
Sarai, 86, 344. 
Saul, 215. 

Sea, the Qreat, 199. 
Sea of the plain, the, 165. 
Seal up, 120. . 
Seba, or Sheba, 83, 86. 
Seir, 159, 208, 885. 
Sennacherib, 33, 261. 
Sepharyaim, 263. 
Serpent, the, 78. 
Serpent, the brassen, 261. 
Serye, to, 85. 
Seyen, the number, 121, 

156, 183, 207, 242, 

258, 862. 
Shaaraim, 228. 
Shadow of degrees, 28. 
Shalmaneser, 261. 
Shamgar, 208. 
Sharon, 66. 
Shaying the head, 293, 

393. 
Shechinah, the, 86. 
Shekel, 220, 231. 
Sherd, 15. 
Sheth, 159. 
Shiloh, 208. 
Shimei, 227. 
Shinar, 186. 
Shittah tree, 81. 
Shittim, 160, 803. 
Shochoh, 219. 
Shoe, 106. 

Shoulder, gift o^ 868. 
Shur, 217. 

Sichem, or Shechem, 86. 
Sihon, 164. 
Simeon, 95, 100. 
Simplicity, 841.' 
Sin, the wilderness o( 

140. 
Sinai, 105. 
Sinim, 41. 

Sion, or Hermon, 165. 
Sirion, 165. 
Smoke, 116. 
Sodom, 87. 
Sodomites, 251. 
Softly, to go, 29. 
Solomon, 21, 226. 
Sons of God, 81. 
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Soul, 167. 

South, the, 199. 

Sowing, 19. 

Spies, 100. 

Spirit of man, 829. 

Sfibit, the seyen gifts of 

the Holt, 185. 
Standard, 42. 
Statutes, 167. 
Stephen, S., 335. 
Storax, 378. 
Stranger, 185, 145. 
Straw, 186. 
Strive, to, 81. 
Stronghold, 129. 
Subsorihe, to, 43. 
Succoth, 132. 
Sun, 41. 
Sun of Righteousness, 

370. 
Sun*s motion, 28, 197. 
Swear by Gk)D*8 Name, 

to, 168, 176, 200. 

Taanach, 203, 205. 
Taberah, 173. 
Tabernacles, &ast o( 184. 
Tables, 805. 
Tabor, 201. 
Tahtun-Hodshi, 233. 
Tale, 108. 
Target, 220. 
Tarshish, 37, 71. 
Tarshish, ships of, 251. 



Telaim, 217. 
Tempt, to, 90, 841. 
Temptation, 163. 
Testunonies, 168. 
Testimony, the, 142. 
Thigh, smiting the, 125. 
Throe, the number, 239, 

242. 
Threshing, 81. 
Thrum, 28. 
Tin, 4. 

Tirhakah,24. 
Tishbite, 237. 
Tithes, 179. 
Tophet, 17. 
Towers, 16. 

Tree of knowledge, 77. 
Treeoflife, the,77, 81. 
Trespass offering, 363. 
Triat847. 
Truth, 328. 
Try, to, 860. 
Tubal, 71. 
Turpentine tree, 379. 

Unicom, 157, 158. 
TJnleayened bread, feast 

0^184. 
Until, 219. 
Uphaz, 888. 
Ur, 86. 
Uz, land of, 891. 

Tme, 7. 



Vineyard, 6. 
Visit, to, 10, 150. 
WaUdngbefore Gk)D,343. 
Watchman, 128. 
Water, 83, 43, 52. 
Weeks, 120, 121. 
Weeks, feast o^ 188. 
Wilderness, 19, 31, 122. 
Wine, 52. 
Wine-press, 7. 
Wisdom, 808, 854, 374, 

378. 
Witchcraft, 218. 
WordofGk)D, 58, 854. 
Works, good, 323. 
Worm, 72. ' 

Yoke, 69. 

Zadok, 210. 

Zarephath, 288. 

Zeal, 22. 

Zebulun, 20. 

Ziba, 228. 

Zidon, 238. 

Zimri, 257. 

Zion, 41, 46, 47, 128, 

808. 
Zoan, 14. 
Zoar, 89. 
Zophar, 897. 
Zophim, 156. 
Zur, 161. 
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